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To bu Chriſtian and Dearly Be- 
loved Friends in YoR«, 


and elſewhere : 


| THE AUTHOR 
(as a publick and permanent Teſtimonial 
of his unfeigned affeiog to them, and 
real Gratitude for their Reſpeci 
and F gvour towards him ) 
Humbly dedicates this enſuing Treatiſe (being the 
Firſt-fruits of his Labours in this kind: ) 


Earneſtly beſeeching the God of all Grace, that he 
would grant them ſuch a knowledge of this (in it 
ſelf) incomprehenſible Love of Chriſt, as may 
tend unto, and end in their being filled 
with all the fulneſs of God 


And that (throuzh ''' * arrence of his Spirit and 
Bleſſing) this ... .. .atiſe may be made ſom 
way uſeful a4 ſerviceable thereunto, 
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| The E piftle to the Readers 


} 


F you would know why [ liave made 
. this adventure-to appear thus puyb+ 
lickly, it is, That I might Zwangeti- 
zare manu, & {criptione; and ſpeak 

among the people ( with waom I have 
been converlant ) when I am dead and 
g0ne, For though Speech hath * a won- * __ 
derful ſecret Enerey accompanying 0: "Lf ow 
and *.a living woyce is more affetting and ac; e of: 
perſwaſive thana dead letter (and there: * come 
tore God hath appointed Preaching to be, s Feng” 
a ſtanding Ordinance in his C hurch; ag 49oys n- 
che moſt ready and likely way of canvey- {77.7 " 
ing Sacred Truths to the minds and /-a:7. Jr. 
hearts of men) yet herein * Writing hath , mp1 
the advantage of Preaching, that where- tad 1. 
as this is confinedonly to a "(ew , that 1s Plin.E pitt 
extended to m.:ny ; and whereas this re- wy ya E- 
quires preſence, and continues but for a Nep.p.g5. 
while, that hath i its uſe in abſence, and is : _—Y 
more permanent. Sermons arelike ſhow; *1',,.j 
ers of rain, which water for the, inſtant, /*64 v» 
Books are like Syow, which lies longer on [op REG 
the Earth z theſe may preach, when the vn. 


A 4 Anthor 


The Epiſtle to #he Readers, Hs 


'Author cannot, and (which is more) when 

be ts not, | 
As for this preſent Book, it Treats of 
a Subje@ altogether unexceprionable , ir 
being as noble, ſweet, and of as neceſſary 
concernment, as any I could pitch upon, 
What Subje&t more Noble than Feſws 
+ Col-2:3. Chriſt * 2 in whom are hid all the trea- 
* Field! ſures of wiſdom and knowledge *\, In 
1:b.1.cap.4, Whom all things appear full of mercy, 


p. 8. 0% f and full of marvel, God before all Eterni- 
: p fit. x, ty» and yet made man in time; born of 4 
p.133- Womap, and yet a Virgin, wrapped in ſwad- 
* Ct-T* ling bands, and yet glorified by the Angels, 
pelcis &c, What more ſweet than Love # 
— And what love moreſweet, than the love 
potiores @. Of Chriſt * This is that which the 
mores twos Charch ſayes *, is better than Wine, and 
_ makes his Name as Oyntment poured forth 
'_ _ to the attracting of hearts to himſelf. 

* Cant. 3. This is that * firm pavement on which 
19 Believers may ſtand confidently without 

* Cant. 2. fear of falling, That viRtorious * Ban- 
924. mer, under the ſhelter whereof they may 
fit down chearfully , without fear of be- 

ing foiled by their Enemies , and find his 


frait ſweet to their taſte, What is of 


greater concernument to us , thanto know 


this love of Chriſt, as we ought to 


know it , ſo as in heart and lite, in 
affeRi- 


. | —. 
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The Epiſtle ro the Readers 
affetion and converſation, ro be in 
ſome meaſure aſhmilated and conform- 
ed thereunto'?. Out preſent Fuſtificati- 
on and Saxificatios depend _ it; for 
by his knowledge ſhall my righteous (er- 
vant juſtifie many *, ſayes the Lord by * 1% 53: 
his Prophet, And * by knowing him , « phil.z. 
we become conformable to his death., to. 
ſayes the Apoſtle, And our future fal- 
vation no leſs ; for * this is life Eteryal,*+ John 17. 
to know the trucGod, and Jeſus Chriſt, 3” 
whom he hath ſent , ſaith our Saviour, 
Theſe are the matters here Treated of, 
which I confeſs are fitter for a David to 
handle , * The man raiſed on high , the * » Sam, 
anointed of the God of .Facob , the ſweet 23. be 
Pſalmiſt of Tſrael : Or for a Paul, * who + » Cor: 
was caught up into Paradiſe , and heard 4 


 Kepree Giiuceroe, #nſpeakable words, than 


for one every way ſo inconfiderable as I 
am: Nay, its more fit for one of thoſe 
Pure imellizentie, the Angels that are 
about the Throxe, than for any dark and 
dim-ſtghted Mortal to diſcourſe of theſe 
things, And therefore the ſenſe of my 
own weakneſs and inſuffciency,hath been 
all along a grand diſcouragement,and ſtill 
1s a ground of fear to me, leſt this excel- 
lent Subject ſhould be too much debaſed 
in ſo low 4 hand, and prove to be but 

: Or- 


* Salv, 


* 2 Sam. 
24 25» 


- be with his people, 


P Plrny*s 
Epiſtle to 


Veſpaſ. bc. 
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* Ornamentum in lato, by ſo mean hand- 


ling of it, Yer ſuch as 1t is, I have ad- 


ventured it to publick View ; and when: 
I have added a tew Lines,to give the Rea-- 


ders a juſt account concerning my ſelf and 
it, I hall diſcharge them of any further 
trouble by way of Preface, And for my 
ſelf, I have this to ſay, That though C 
fall ſhort of what ſhould be done upon 
{ucha Subje&, and might be done by 0- 
thers of greater abilities, and better ac- 
compliſhmeants ; yet. I have done as I was 
able, not ſerving Chriſt and his Church 
* with that which coft me nothing, which (I 
cruſt) is accepted with the Lord, and ſhall 
Indeed I can chal- 
lenge little for my own, beſtdes the Me- 
thod and Subſtratum , having gathered 
moſt of the enlargements and ſuperſtructure 
elſewhere , which I the rather chole to 
do, becauſe I thought ic might perhaps 
render the whole the more acceptable to 
ſome Readers; nor ſhall I herein (I 
hope) incur from any that arecandid and 
ingenuous,the imputation of Plagiariſm, 

becauſe I puncually and faithfully quore 

the Authors themſelves', and thereby * 

confeſs by whom I have profited, "The rea- 

ſon of the ſilent Dedication;foregoing, 


NaHif., made to many Friends in'general,without 


men- 
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ment; . : 
be om any one in particular (it any 
hat# lyeaboutit.) . was this. be 
that? truly honourable perſon t _ eden . 
It was intended; [IGG K .- ; 0 whom May Lie 
and:brought t : rea into peace ſer, Relit 
before] SHUT 70 reſt in the bed of. filence If Str 
by mad could getit publiſhed, and ther Liſter o 
by madeuncapable of i 3-bur, infinirely nds 
ro her advantage e's 3 ut infinitely "> _ 
Dn a I o (Lverily believe.) in Sraven 
cen irom ſtudying to know th , 
of Chriſt on Earth, that ſh nk e love 
0 5 1e m1 rYlhannrd 
wy TE fulneſs of God gee hs fe 
eIleave her; and having giv *, C ah 
account of g given this '* 7: 
ai e my ſelf, ſhall add what I have «? 1664- 
its this 4 erning the preſent work, and * mg) 
i & t was never intended ro pleaſe YOM = 
aptions, but to pr h £2 gis quam 
Os | profit the conſcientt- * 
# ; nor to tickle the fancies of th NY 
; n.tt 
_— "Yn the hearts of a te witia pot 
died , pious, and therefore I —_ —= 
n= epſon? , rather than fine pe eng 
=” e pro table. 1 f &C, 
plauſible, So that if on ather cnan ſcriptzus- 
delicate. and ſeek you are nice and © yore 
3 cek after "_ 1 RPnoci 
expreſſion hi er ſtrong lines, quaint ni noch 
s, ith notions, 2nd * th ad, nia tſſe 0- 
woras of mans wildo . e enticing lumus, ſtd 
s wiſ, »,here 1s rem 
but if on pg, nor for you; edin, 
ſawou Y yy ſerious, and ſollicitous "dt _ 
ry an wholſoms Truths , theſ r de Gub, 
promiſe you, which meetin wi os Ig 
P : : wit ; ths 
petite, and good digeſti 5 4 quick ** 1 Cor. 
the bleſſing of geſtion, may (through 2: 
| be * Spiris and John 6. 
life 05, 
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, life to your ſouls, And that they ' may 
be ſo, I would adviſe every one of you , 
that when you begin to read this Book, 
you would at leaſt ſend up ſome ſhore 

* Haſf.14. Ejaculation to that God, * Fom whom all 
". our fruit is fewnd,chat there may be a bleſ- 
ſing in it to our ſelves, and all others into 
whoſe hands it ſhall come; in the attain- 
ment whereof, I ſhall think my labour 
well beſtowed, and abundantly recompen- 
ſed, eſpecially if you will gratifie with 
your remembrance at the Throne of 
Grace, the unworthy Author, who is 


Tour Servant 
YORK, De- 
cember 2.4+ for Feſus ſake, 


1664. 
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The tranſcendency 


Of CHRISTS Love 
f towards the 
Childreg of Men. 


N EPHES, 3. 19. 
+1 The former part of the Verſe: 


4 And to know the love of Chriſt, which paſ- 
ſeth knowledge, 


HAP 1 20 


Heſe words are a branch of the F 
Apoſtles Prayer for the Ephefi. _ I 
ans, begun at the fourteenth the Tex 
Verſe, and reaching to the end vi" the 
of the Chapter, made indeed _ 

7 n goinz. 
upon deſign, but a holy and good one, 24z. To 
preyent their fainting at his preſent tribulations 
for the Goſpel, v. 13. 14. I deſire that you faint 
' not at my tribulations for you, which ts your glo- 
| ry. For this canſe I bow my knees unts the Father 


of 


2 The tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 


\ Ratirary Of our Lord Feſms Chriſt, &. And becauſe he 
p:00cr a- knew, that the experimental knowledge of the 
£14c4/:4- love of Chriſt, would be a ſpecial means to keep 
7.m, f«n- themcloſe to Chriſt and his Truth, notwith- 
wan 4 {tanding all diſcouragements, therefore,among 
<:t:oua;, Orher lungs, he prayes, That they being rooted 
Aug. and grounded in love, might be able ro compre- 
Epiſt.1:o. hend with all Saints, what is che breadth, and 
(#4 }y- length, and depth, and height, And (as itisin 
o_ ,;. the Text) to know the love of Chriſt, which pa” 
redines, Seth knowledge, which love, duly and rightly 
quas 1d); rakenin, would tend to their eſtabliſhment, as 


ber, expi- gqod rooting dotirto a T nd a firm foynda. 
ms! 94213 tion to 4 Building:tor fac 7) :GerFwjutroy 
"may C* | 


may © ; | 
Pn © MWg TEIr einer, rooted and grounded (inthe 
aebeat ſe 17th, Verſe ) ao import. 

1: nobis . — 

6h1/itas; Paulus vt cam prrurus animis noſtiis ?nfixam eſſe, ut ſit 
guaſs bens fraatwn ed'ficium, & profunda plantaiio. Calv. in loc, 


—l—— 


mt 


SeR; 2, 
The ſve JD UT 1 come tothe words themſelves, and 
ralRead- I meet with ſeveral readings and interpre- 


ings tations of them among Expoſitors , which 1 
ſhall mention, and pitch upon that, which'T 
conceive moſt agreeable tothe Apoſtles meaning 
in this place, ' | 

but cog- . (71.) The Syriack Tranſlation ( as 1 find it 

n:( -1:5 ,, rendred by (b).7remelizs) runs thus, That you 

IT "xy may know the greatneſs of the love of Chriſt. This 

zatis Ch;i. 1s good, thoſe two words ( paſſing knowledge ) 

fi. Trem, being ſupplyed by one word' ( greatneſs : } yet 
it 


—— 


' towards the Children of Mey, 


ic ſeems to be defective, for (according to the 
ſ-nſe ot this pl:ce) there is nor only a poſirive, 
bura ſuperlative greatneſs in the love of Chriſt, 
an exceeding greatneſs, as is expreſſed concern- 
ins Gods Power, Eph. 1. 19. 

(2.) The v»lgar Latine runs thus, Scire eti- 
am ſupereminentem ſcuntie charitatem Chriſti : 
which Eraſmns (trom the ambiguity of the 
word ſcientie, being koth che Gemtive and Da- 
tive Caſe ) is doubrtul how to paraphraſe, whe. 
thcr according to the Dative Caſe, To know the 
live of Chriſt, which us greater than can be knows, 
or according tO Ambroſe, which excelleth, oy 
hath the preheminence of onr knowledge , or elle, 
according to the Genitive Caſe,7o know the ex- 


cellent love of the knowledge of Chriſt : (c) but he c poteriay 
enclines to this latter ſenſe, as moſt agreeable to /tnſur ma. 
the Greek. Ofthis Reading 1 ſhall ſpeak more$ qu44rat 


Gr ecum 


under the next Head : and inthe mean time I 


much queſtion whether ir be agreeable to the 
mind of that Interpreter, whoever he was : for 
its likely, if he had intended any ſuch thing, 
he would haye otherwiſe placed the words, nor 
Scire ſupereminentem ſcientie charitatem Chri- 


Ft, but Scire ſupereminentem charitatem ſcientie 


Chriſti. Beſides, the great Patrons of this Tranſ- 


JO" At" I 5 


lation, ( I mean the Papiſts) carry the ſenſe 
quite another way, at leaſt thoſe which I have 
ſeen, as Dion, Carthus, Eſtins, Tirinus, A La- 


p4de, of whom more afterwards. | 
( 3. ) The next Reading, is that which was 
even now mentioned, Urg, ſcirets eximians 


B 3 aleftioners 


a 
have this to ſay againſt Eraſmus his drawing £.57 7 
of the Vulgar Tranſlation to this ſenſe, ThatT toc, 


3 


4 The tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 


d Hiero- dileftionem cognitions Chriſti, And that you may 
n\ mus in- know the excellent love of the knowledge of Chriſt ; 
rerpretatu, Nor is Eraſmms ſingle in owning of it. (d) Bea 


_ fathers it upon Hierome. (e) Heinſius contends 
ne» cogni. {tiffly for ir, and expounds1it to chis ſenſe, T has 


rionis Co.i- the Apoſtle prayes for their knowleage, and under- 
ft. Bez. in ſfanding of that excellent, tranſcendent, and un- 
lot. & ſpeakable love, which Chriſt exhibits and declares 
—_— knowledge of himſelf. (t) Vorftius is not againit 
7 vo ic, and expounds itto the fame ſenſe. (g ) Grotime 
Bavwar allows it, and gives this ſenſe of it, That rhey 
«0 #uv ©. might know, that ts, experience in themſelves 
4 — bv of God and their Neighbour, which ari- 
ELSE . U! ; 
intcRigatis ſeth from the knowledge of Chriſt : Hetells us of 
excelles- a A. $. in which the words are thus, Ty vage- 
£m, at4; BoMSGOy 4£Y%XTHV THC WAETtaS TS Xe , and 
Jp» Hayes, thatit ſeems there were ſome Copicsin 
amoien; i. Hierome's time, which had it thus, becauſe he 
lus coxni- fo expounds it. . And our Engliſh Annorator, 
tienjs Chii- who treads in his ſteps, (Dr. Hammond) makes 
i. Hor '' mention of a 2. S. of the Kings, wherein the 
m, has words are fo placed, And indeed if the words 
oncm ſui Were fo readinall, or the moſt Copies, it were 
nos voca- indiſputably on their ſide; but ſeeing it is other- 
vit,xh/s wife, I craveleave to diſſent, and ( reſerying 
jets _ all due reverence to the learned. Authors fore. 
nobic chi. Mentioned) to conclude with Beza, (b) That 


ſtus. Heinf. in loc, f In bis werbis poteſt eſſe traj:io,quaſy dicat Apo» 
Folus, excellentcm Dez chanitatem 1. 1pſa Chriihi cogn'tion?, que nobis 
contioir, elucere, Vorſt. Schol. in loc, g Summanm illam dil: ltonzm, 
Det ſcilicet, & proxim, que ex ennitione Chriſti orttur, Grot. in loc, 
h Quidam in boc cxplicando loce fruſtra fe torſerunt, ut Hieronymus, 
qu: interpretatur eximam dil. tionem cognitions Chriſti, obſcuro ſinſws t-4 
C* trajettione ta violent, ut admitti certe non poſit, Beza in loc. 1 
thoſe 
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thoſe who go this way, do but in vain trouble them- 
ſelves to produce an obſcure ſenſe of the words, not 
without a more violent tranſpoſition than can be 
well admitted, efpecially ſeeing they may be car- 
ried without any ſtraining, to a better ſenſe another 
way. 

7 4. ) Another Reading is that of Ambroſe, 
who renders it, Scire etiam ſupereminentem ſci- 
entiam charitatis Chriſti, as if it were not 
War, bur mw yraow; And thus Auguftine 
reads it in his 120th. Epiſtle, ( mihi ) p. 697. 
T 0 know the tranſcendent knowledge of the love of 
Chriſt : But this requires a greater mutation of 
the words than the former, to make it good, 
nor do find, or hear of any Original Copy to 
countenance it, asthe other hath. Beſides this, 
Augnſtine mentions it only in tranſit; and 
though Ambroſe thus renders the words, yet his 
Comment is wholly agreeable to the ſenſe I aim 


at, if it were his, (which yet (i) many learned i Bdlar. 
men: do queſtion, ) I ſhall produce inſtances de ſcripr. 
from him afterwards, and in the mean time ſhall n cclef, p. 
leave this, and come to that which T conceive to 2 

7, Getrh. Pa. 
be the main, rrolcg; ps 

(5.) Inthelaſt place therefore, Bezareads 281. 

the words thus, C ognoſeere charitatem illam River. 


Chriſti omni cognitione (uperiorem , which our G 
Engliſh Tranſlatours follow, and render it as 
you read, And to know the love of Chriſt which 
| paſſeth knowledge, Now from this Tranſlation 
(which is ſo generally known, and received a- 
mong us ) I amnot willing to recede without 
; juſt occaſion, which not finding as to this place, 
I ſhall cloze with it, and give you that which1 

| By conceive 


ſt. 
' 
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conceive to be the true and proper 1enſe, and 
meaning of the words. 


SER, 3. 


0 RRM, HE Apoltle prayes, That they might 
ing of the know,) thatis, (k) not by a bare notional, 
words. but affectionate knowledge, fucl as is accompa= 
« ©C/ 214@- nyed with defire,approbartion and love; (1)by an 
5-111: on Experimental knowledge ; (m) that they might 
ada co Know, ſoas to embrace with the heart, and 
(implcx n0- eſteem accordiug to its dignity and worth, this 
tia, ſed loveof Chriſt. 

_oT Fe- The live of Chriſt) which ſome extend to 
_ »6.,. Chriit and God the Father, (n) others ro God 
bation, > in Chriſt; (0) others leave ir as indifferencly ap- 
dil. fioze _ © the loye which God hath ſhewed in 
conjin(*t. his Son, as Fobn 3. 16. Rom. F5.$. Or that love, 
— wnaajy with which Chriſt himſelf, the Son of God, hath 
Joan,1g4. Embraced us, as ohn 15.13. (p) Ambroſe re- 
17. (mib;) ſtrains it to the love of Chriſt ; After the infi- 
p- 933- nite, and incomprehenſible knowledge of God 


hot in the Father,and his unſpeakable mercy, he would 


ſemet expe- Have us allo acknowledge the love of C hriſt. 
riri, Gror, (q)Thelike doth A Lupide,and Eſftizs:The love 
in loc. 

m Kt poſſetrs ſctre, id «ft, animo comp!ci, &- pro dignitate eflimare 
harttatem Chr1&, Eftius in locum, n Chaitcatem Chrigii, & Dei 
Pits eardcm mi el:79 Rolloc, in locum, 0 <Q 17> Chiiftus, + 
Derrs per C h;tfun nobis exhibuit, Tirinus in loc, <Lurm exhibuit 
*091s Dens wt Cv;flo, wo! que: Chriſins 1pſe Filings Dei nos complexus 
ef, Bez. in loc. p Pol De! Patrys infinitam, & incomprehenſybilem 
Cgtontmy Of 120247 abilem dementiams Chi tit q'109, aguaſccre #05 
Ut coarttatem. Arnbrof. in loc, Charitatem Chr:fti, q'6am Exhibuit 
$25. ALapide in locum, - Qu4 nos ditexit. Eft, in loc. 

of 


/ 
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of Chriſt, which he hath ſhewed to us, and #4. 
wherewith he bath loved us. And in this ſenſe (£8 
I ſhall rake it in the enſuing diſcourſe, having ;;...5" 


ſi poken of the love of God in Chrilt from ano. ous Cakoy. 


ther place, 1 Joh» 4. 9,10. | | \ Chaitti= 
which paſſeth knowledge.) This admits of a ' m_ 

2 X r bs H- 

double interpretation, CORDS 


(1.) Totake y&rwe, knowledge, objeflive- ,yn ;erum 
ly, for that habit of knowledge, which a man yrcedir cope 
hath attained in other things, and vzYgÞxMa(Gy 3/102'm. 
for excelling, asit is aſed 2 Cor. 3. 10. and then \ nary 
the meaning is this, He prajes, that they: might CG. 
bnow that leve of Chriſt, the knowleage whereof ftals [ct 
excells all other knowledge in the world Whatſoe- *nt1am 
ver. Now thisis a great truth : for our Apo- _ _ 
file elſewhere, as a Miniſter, prefersit before all , 
other knowledge, 1 Cor. 2. 2. and asa Chriſtian, ,;e cam - x. 
before all other things, Phil. 3. 7, 8: for which uperarc om- 
he had ventured the loſs of all, and in compari- * # 42m 
ſon of which, he reckoned no more of any thing (752007 
which he had parced with,or had yet befideshim, OE” 
but as loſs and dung, (r) oxvÞxAg, dogs meat, r Videri 
as the word ſignifies. A very low, and dimi- 2-tem po- 
niſhing term, yer hardly low enough to expreſs reſt —_ 
any thing by, which comes in competition with — 
Chriſt, and the knowledge of him. ({) Nor are /icor, 44; 
there wanting ſuch as countenance this expoſi- hor ſuperbo 


on; (t) And ſome apply ir particularly to that 79%? ſeſe 
. RAACUPL- 
verunt, & ſcientid, qumm fivi previiarirer wenditabmnt; utin enim u0- 
cabulo Yrs, unde yrounyor . Arqu' lonze mains ct ſcire cbartta- 
tcm Chriſti, utpote que 1iv0; [1 Gnollicorum, ommilumg, Philoſopho- 
run ſcientiam excedtt, q ii myitrrium charitates Chrifti, qud ſemetip- 
ſum pro nobss tradidit, in cor hominis cupuſquam non acendit, ſicut in 
genere de bu:ufmod: myfteriis ſapiontie Chriſtiane teſtatws Apoſto!us, 


* 2 Cor, 3, Eftin) in toc, Sec likewiſe Dr, Hammond onthe place, 


D 4 kno ledge 


> on KR 
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u 0mney knowledge which the Gnoſticks boalted of, 
ſ#perat $- thinking that the Apoltle, in the ward yactos, 
"1: +, bad a particularreſpeR rothem. = 

Wau ge (2. ) The next interpretation is to take 
4, adco _ knowledge ſ.bjefively, for the faculty of know- 
Angelicam. ing, and vagpunnigy for exceeding, that is, 
_— " as we red it, paſſing, or ſurpaſſing, and then the 
\ $5 -/þ: Meaning is this, He prayes, That they might 
pax Dei, know that love of Chriſt, which for its infinite 
qe ſuperat greatne(s is without the compaſs, b:yona, and a- 
omxem bove the reach of humane underſtanding ; nay, it 


7% agen {urpaſſeth all knowledge that 1s fivite, not only 


dr vitra, Humane, but Angelical,zs (u) Z axchy notes on 
Phil. 4. 7. the words. - To this ſenſe the generality of Ex- 
Calv. in pofitors, both antient and modern, Proteſtants 
_ and Papiſts, (which Lhave mer wich) do inter- 


Phan obev pret the place : For Ambroſe and Theophylatt 
care infini. among the Ancients, I ſhall have occ:fion to 


ez:em 1< cite them in-theenſuing diſcourſe , for others, I 
comne- refer the more intelligent Reader to the Mar- 


heaſpilisix rin, (w) where be may find their ſeaſein their 


conſueut own words. bt 
lequa; fic Piril, 4. 7. Sic hoc loco infin ratem bugus chattatis expiie 
FAS, atty cam ſupeiiorem omnyz cognttione. Rolloc, Vue [aperat 
human inginii crptums ut quidim pleng animo concip! [ſoffit Bez, 
<Qze ſeicntinm ngiram ſuprrat, (04 quam nunguam ſatis bac in vitd 
coza0jcere wil exprodcry prſſumris, Baldvin, Scare cnritatern Chriſt 
M0iram notitiem ſui mignitudine oxecdent om, Dion. Carthuſ. Exe 
ecaentem no!itiam noflram, ac mayrem quam ur renttns a robes intel- 
te? poſit; tta paulo infcrins dicitur, Drum poſſe omn'a facere ſupra 
quam imntellig1iins, Eftius, Exccdentem omnem bumnim cognitio- 
um, ſew que mins (it, quam ut perfette ſcirs, intell-gi, vel come 
prebends poſſit, T irinus. «Quif Meer, charttas Chriſte tan'a «ft, 
ut ſuperet omu'm hunman wenizoncm, & ſcientiam, A Lapide. 
Thus among che Criric!:s lately ſer forth rogether, Scire charitatem 
Chriſlt ſuperanterm cantum humanum, we exc.llentiorem quan ut cog- 
noſtt poſit, Vat, Q'e tem in_ens Ct, it common hominum |cen/iam ſy- 
prret. 1d, Clar. Among 


- 
4 
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Among theſe, (x) Beza commends this as a *5ft autem 
plain expoſition, alrogether agreeing with the on oy 
foregoing Metaphor, and with that which was yy = 
written in the 8h. Verſe of the unſearchableye,jore Me- 
riches of Chriſt. (y) Eſt5 in like manner com- taphora 
mends it, asthe expoſition of the Greek Inter- £\9/#s 
preters, and that both eaſie and plain, ſo that 9/3 
there is no need of adding any other more diffi. endl - 
cult, and jeſs probable interpretations. Nor eo quod 
dol tind any thing oppoſed ſo conſiderable, as ſer1pſt *- 
to diflwade mefrom afſenting to them in this 7 verl, 
Expoſition. As for what is objeRed by that ——_— oY 
late Reverend and learned (z)Annotator of our , Hec 
own, whothinks this cannot probably be the Grecorum 
meaning of the place, that this paſſing know- *2P9/tio 


ledge ſhould ſignifie unſearchable,and unintelli- 7 ory 24 


gible,becauſethe Apoſtle at the ſame time prayes [_. rung 
thatthey may know it, it hath been long fince u zor ft 
anſwered, nor do T think it ſufficient to invali- 9p: attor# 
date this interpretation, Yet leſt it ſhould lye — 
ſtill as a {tumbling block in the Readers way, I probabiles 
ſhall endeavour the removal of it,and ſo proceed ;xrerpreta- 
to that obſeryation which I mainly intend. tiones bc 

In this ſenſe therefore the words contain an 44/eric. 
Orthodox Paradox : for the Apoſtle gives the ="_ ” 
love of Chriſt this charater, That it paſſeth,n,. ym. 
kxowledge, and yer atthe ſame time makesit his mond on 
prayer tor theſe . Epheſians, That they might the place. 
&z0w it; and both true ; nor doth he makea vain 
prayer, which I ſhall labour to clear in theſe par- 
ticulars, 

( 2. ) Thelove of Chriſt paſſeth the know- 
ledge of every natural man, His natural capaci- 
ics can neyer reach the underſtanding of it. it 
is 
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a Paulus is not obyious to ſenſe and reaſon, nor can a hu- 
ſeentiam mane knowledge comprehend how, or why it 
—_ ſhould be, or whatitis: (a) If it did not exceed 
421 notitia #he comprehenſion of mans natuyal abilities, the 
ſuperior, Apoſtle wonld never have prayed for it as agift 
+ mecito ; mu God. And if he have a notion that it is, as 
wa 4 5uc he may from the light of Scripture, yer his nartu- 
ns ral corraptions keep him from any ſaving ac- 
coxſcende- Quaintance with it, from any taſte and experi- 
ret, fruftia ence of it, 1 Coy. 2. 14. The blindneſs of his 
þ-tcre! mind keeps him that he cannot know it, and the 
. emnity of his hear keeps him that he will not 
4 Deo hs receive it. 

nari.Caly, But he writesto believers, and prayes for them, 

in loc. fuchas becalts Saints, and faithful in Chriſt Je- 

Object. ſus, Chap. 1. 1. 

Anſw, They werea viſible Church, wherein probably 
all the members were not real Saints, though in 
the judgement of charity he writes to them,and 
poo for them as ſuch : But _ they were all 
real Saints, yet the love of Chriſt might be ſaid 

POS. paſs their knowledge : For 

oy "7:2 (2.) Though by the help of the Spirit every 

Rom, 5, Þeliever doth know, and that not only noxonal- 

5s. _ ly, butexperimentally, by ſpiritual ſight, tate, 

c «W#iſ4, and feeling the love of Chriſt : (for the Spirit of 

Som Pt God doth make believers (b) know the things that 

_ 5 #4 ſuo are freely given them of God, and (c) ſheds abroad 

rantum this love of Chriſt into their hearts, (o that every 

percipiat one who ts partaker of the Spirit of Chriſt, dotb ac 
quantum cording to his meaſure perceive as much of this 

0 4d ove, as is ſufficient to their ſalvation.) Yet 

Bez, in Their preſent conditiou being imperfeR, they 

hoc, cannot now perfectly cormprehend this loye 1n 

its 


its Bs aa wg Y Nw 
menſions: for(d)Wwhat we know, dt p- 
, or. 


I 2. 


=o know but in 
as through part, audwhat Wwe 
fe th derkh in this 7% _ © 5 The 
ven, though this love is reſerved eo, cl. 
(e) bal _ ar geohetar Xa DR Hea- fc baritat 
fore 1 think og as apprehended — —— 
when he faye ) Camero itates the ——_ there- mens hy- 
who is moſt rad T he mind of mas (ey "Y ht, organ 
rened : for k _ and moſt Þ feorme al m_ capit, _ 
manera tute = gh is co tap 
. rift, and doth ad ates this qui Pits 
it ſo AI 0 be Fi T oth not recesve it Ab is quod rap! - 
{om rawn into admirati receioing (#1 1 ade 
ewhat remaini iration, ſeein 2 miration? 
deed, but Jet _ which be can —_ alway —_—_— 
Whole of it of ſo, as Fo be ab e1ve 1n- the a= 
- Thus h able to exblai iquid (u- 
(8) Theoph ACS 
Cebu. ep expound this og ſenſe doth 9% per- 

/ g this Queſtion . Place : for pro- ſentiſcere © 
eage, how ſb UL » Seeing ut pr - i c 
tion, Fi all we knowit ? hegj paſſerh know —___ 

, Firſt, The A e gives this Sol teſt, atta- 
ſeth knoWled poſt le ſages indeed that 1 U- men 10912 
Jon ſh ve, that ts has b at at paſ- perci 

all know it , PHIMAKE knowle 4 !pereziut 
by the Spirit ey by hamane knowl, 3, : - butt poſi expli- 
ſhall know thicl gain, He doth not ia (ge, bat C, C — 
it 1s great,and ove, how great it ts, b 4) that you Eccleſ. " 
ſelw excludes 4 - eth all knowledge. pr that ( mibi) p 
ing of it here - edeſtirom a nos. nr An- 210-Ecin 
this life 3 whe Lo here 1s none It v wilt el a A _ 
but in the world » perfeftUy conſider yes he) i» - Em | 
0 Ir 
: to come it ſhall b o great love Up oy 
Lk $ YVW09 Us I 1" as 0 knows. : => 
ml remalyrelF rity 7 om” 
ms, domme Mah, Dui 5 4 If dre oo _ 
mw, in yrs vkamg Em Woot 5 s of dySpunirn 261 TavTyy 
2 Bn In <CvD# 200 o& tw . Emwmn, Nw 47 
By Ie rt ripe or em 
Fo 0 mn bac vita, qui y. Theoph: in lo - TI Moan ow 
futuro ſ#cito ſc!  oſſit perfecte tant c. h Nullus [apt _ 
etur bec tharita tam charitatem piens eft 
s, Anſcl, in loc, confiderare, ſed 
* 0bjeR, 
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the love of Chriſt 
3 Etſs in Objet?. Bur if pry know it perfectly, 
bic vt already in part, and co for it > 

preſentt | har purpoſe doth he pray — 4og A 
I Anſw. To very good p ue yr te Saints have 
fenſum, nee (3. ) That —_— life is capable of 
cogn1t10nz of the love of Chriſt yy eee. <) and though 
aff equamur further meaſures and "Br al here , yet & 
ye gos a: they could not ved 4 "= - better what they 
Kiley might kyow more of it, ad —— that which the 
ſanfium in bad already known , "_- they might have a fur- 
ejaſdem Apoſtle praycs for, nr ! knowledge of this 
ſenſi, & ther, and fuller meaſure wo If is ſo great, as 
xo” love of Chriſt, _ ; roo: in chis life ; 
mus, a+ ex that it cannot be perfect tr in their prayers 
3oſs effe= and indeed Chriſtians ſho mob both in re- 
aus mas- and deſires, bereaching after that, 


nitudene, ſpe of grace and comfort, for themſelyes and 


. [ly enjoy, ciſl 
_— others, which they _ - _ * . <A al 
dilc&ionis they come to __ #2 of holinebs, as the 
—_—_ TIRE IE he reſurre&ion of the dead ; 
—_— ary mmm 1 Sht attain unto the reſur- 
x fatue- (k) If by a _—— y. Shue he prajes haves 
mus, quam reftion Li, Lone. het 8 hey might know the 
ut ab ullo for theſe P we ſeth knowledge, axd be 
corde bu= |... of Chriſt, which pa | 


wy Fs toy filled With all the fulneſs of God. 
ojvtel- 


nn ineri, Bodiuz.in Epheſ.p.401, 
Us « ofſity + continer! 
k Phi a 2 we _— of holincſs, that aceompanicth che 
my : - b 
oftate Fr om reſurreRion, Trap, 
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Set. 4, 


- {2 Y this time I hope you perceive the Apo... The fenſe 
«IJ files me:ning. He prayes, that theſe E.. * the A- 


* pheſians might know, that 1s, know more, with 
* more clearneſs, certainty, experience and aſſu- 
* rance of the love of Chriſt , that ſingular, eni- 
© nent, excellent love, which yet int (elf ts ſo 
* oreat, that it is without the reach of humane 
* underſtanding, even that which 1s moſt ſantti- 
*© fied, to comprehend it fully in the dimenſions of 
ws] 


poſtles 


Prayer. 


Having given you this account of the words, The Ob- 
the Obſervations which I might draw from ſcrvations 


them are three, 

T hat the love of Feſus Chriſt to mankznd, is an 
exceeding great, and incomprehenſible love. It is 
called love paſſing knowledge. | 

T he knowledge of this love, and improvement 
therein, ought to be the ſtudy of every Chriſtian 
inths life. The Apoſtle prayes for it, as that 
which they ſhould long and labour after for 
themſelves. 

Acquaintance with eſus Chriſt in the great- 
neſs of his love, ts an eXtellent help to ſtedfaftneſs 
in the profeſſion of the Goſpel, amidſt all the diffi- 
culties and diſcouragements of the world. That is 
the ground of his prayer. 

It is the firſt of theſe which I mainly intend, 
yet in the handling of this, I ſhall have occaſion 
; to ſpeak ſomething of thy other two. 


CHAP, 


raiſed. 


(1.) 


(2) 


C3.) 
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LPLLLLLLLLLLL 


GHATP-I11 


The Point then is this, 


'F Pat the love of Jeſus Chriſt, which he hath 
f Do@. ſhewed to the Children men, « an exceeding 
great and incomprehenſible love; A love that 
paſſeth knowleape. 


— - — — \ 


Set. I. 


an Intro- T HE very firſt letter of his Name is Wonder- 
| duQion to ful, Iſa. 9.6. and he is as wonderful in 
| = hand- hislove asinany thing elſe. This is the Golden \_. 
ws he AMinein the deep things of God, Cor.2.10.T here , 
| rinec, . . . 

|; are unſearchable riches in Chris, Eph. 3.8 .and 
| Tixoc is isthe ven that runs through all theſe riches. 
oxonw- The Apoſtle calls Godlineſs a myſtery, a great 
Te79y,ult!- wyſtery, 1 Tim. 3. 16. and this love of Chrift 
mus ſcopu, iq the golden ring that runs through all theſe 
eden, cen- : 
trum Scrip. yſteries, and on which they hang together, 
ture, ad (1) As Chriſt ts the Center of the whole Scripture, 
quod omn12 {q the love of Chriſt us the Center of all that vaſt 
referuttur, c:cumference of good things, which poor Chriffi- 

us. ans have,or hope for by bim, A love, as far be-  } 
Gech. Ex- Fond the thoughts and anderſtandings of men to » 1 
ec.d-Sacr. comprehend, as it is beyond their werits tO de» 
ft Scriw.P» ſerve: fothatinhandling hereof, I may ſay asxa / 
V4 Wt (m) Father + 


v 
: 


I. = 
FP = bo 
I” 2 
Yo ow _ 


Its incomprehenſobleneſs, and 10 apply it. 
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a man digging in a aeep Spring ; I ftand here, and 
the water riſeth upon me ,, 1 ſtand there, and the 


r5 
(m)Father doth upon the ſame ſubjeR,/ am like m Chry/oft. 


25s he 6c 
red by Mrs 
Trap on 


water ſtill riſeth upon me, and no hopes of ever fa- the Text, 


thoming this Abyſſe of love. Butif you ſay, Why 
then do you take ſach a ſubje& in.hand ? I an- 
ſwer, Though we can never know it all, yet we 
may, and muſt grow in the knowledge of this 
love of Chriſt, and dive into this Sea, that hath 
neither bank nor bettome, and where, as in the 
Salt Waters, the dceper the ſweeter. So that the 
myſterious depth, and unſearchableneſs of this 
love, is no Sxperſedeas to our ſtudying and 
preaching, nor to your hearing andlearning of 
it, We cannot preach Chriſt, but we muſt preach 
love, for he is Love : you muſt pive us leave 
therefore to ſpeak of ir, chough we do bur bal- 
butire, ſtammer it out, tor wecan do no more, 
we cantell you that it 1s exceeding great, though 
how great it is we cannot tell : only becguſe it 
paſſerh knowledge, you cannot think we ſpeak 


ro0 highly of it : for (n) Chriſt admits of no Hy. n C'riftus 


perbele,, and if we ſpeak not all, you cannot *** 


blame us, for who can declare it ? neither Mer 
nor Angels, And yer in ſpeaking and heating 
of it, we may ſay, It zs good to be here, that when 
we cannot comprehend this love of Chriſt, we 
may be comprehended by it, which is worth our 
labour, | 


patitur 
Hyperbe- 
en. 


Inthe proſecution of this point, I ſhall ew The Ma 
yon what love I mean, and give yon arguments of cho4 ; wv 


SR, 


pol 1 
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——__— —— 


Sect, 2. 


har love O ſhew you what love I mean, 1 told you 
cre R . 
ndenme. [| it was the love of Chriſt before, andI mean 


In gene- in general, his Redeeming love, that love, which 
ta). he hath manifeſted and magnified in the redemp- 
tionand ſalvation of ſinners, (which work lay 
mainly on the hands of Chriſt, as to the manage. 
ment, and accompliſhment of it ) a work ap- 
pointed and undertaken on purpoſe to magnifie 
love and grace, as the work, of Creation was to 
magnifie power, which it doth, in an unſpeakable 
uns, unconceivable manner. : 


More particalarly. 

In part;cu- 
lar. (1..) 1 mean that /ove of the Lord Peſws, 
whereby, when from all eternity he was the dar- 
© Prov. 8. [ing and delight of his Father,(o ever by him, as 
Jo one brought up with him, and was daily his de- 
2. 31, fight, rejojcing alway before him, yet even then 
» Hoc ta. © delights were the Sons of Men. (p) Notwith- 
men fali- ſtanding his moſt bleſſed condition with bis Father, 
ciſſimo non yet (0 great was his Philanthropie, his love to 
obitante wankind, that he was ſo delighted in us, as tobe 


gum apud willing to converſe With us, and communicate all . 


atrem frue. , . 
= rf kind of bleſſings Fo #8, 
fic filuus ha- 
_— de. readily undertook the great, andcoſtly work of 
C01, Wt ; 
enm iis verſari lubet, & benedifliones omai genere communi care, 


Cartwright in loc. 
; fallen 


(2.) That love, whereby he fo freely and 


- 
- 


[3 


| 
| 


3 which was ro colt him his hearts-blood, bis = 


towards the Children of Men, I7 


| fallen mans recovery : chat when mas coxld not 


help himſe.f, and al the Angels in Heaven were 

not able ro adminiſter ſufficient help for his re- 
ftoration, bur mans redemption had ceaſed for 

ever, inreſpe& of any poſlible aſliftance from 

the creature to advance and effe& it, then he 

willingly ſubmitred to it; (q)chat when ſacrifice q Plal.4e. 
and offering, burnt-offerings and ſacrifices for ſin '? 7 « >. 
Would not do, then he ſaid, Lo, I come to ds thy "Pt 
will, O God. Yea, it was his delight to do this © 

will of God, in favirg loſt man, and rhis Law 

( though a ſa»o%inary Law to him, and thar 

was within his heart, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſeth Ing _ 
it, He was content tO be a bored Servant for the ot, me tibi 
good of mankind : Afine ears hajt thou opened, jure perpe- 


' or dioved, ( ſayes hein his Type, v. 6.) au al. 40 anc: 


J Darum tt 
lufion, (r) as ſome think, ro that cuſtome among', © 117 


- the Jews, mentioned Ex0d, 21.6, Deut. 1 F-17: io ad mo» 


who bored the ears of their Servants, who liked, rem de quo 


and were willing to abide in their ſervice, Thar Deuc. 15. 
”* when he locked, and there was none to help, and he '7 


{2ror, In, 
oc 


Wondered that there Was none to uphold, then his 


own arm brought ſalvation, to allude to that 16. 63, 
of the Propher (f)); (t) As his divine power made 5- 

him able to effeft what he offered, ſo his love and © G98: 
pity moved him to offer his aid for mans Redemp- 


0491, | 


On Heb. 
Pe 435” 


Sect, 
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Sea, 3. 
 Meb. a. (3. [ Hat love, whereby he took our »a- 


wn tre upon him, (uv) nt the nature of 
w. Cor. Angels, but the Seedof Abrabam, (w) That he 
$. 9. who was rich, ſbonld for onr ſakes become poor ;, 
x Joh. 1. thathe (x) who was the Word with God in the be 
F214 ogmning, andwas God, ſhuuld be made fleſh, and 
OO: avwelt among ws, that be who was the eternal 
= Phil. 2. Son of God, houl inthe fabueſy of time (y) ;, 
6,7,%. made 6f a Wman, whom himſelf had made ; 
a Dexs 4- that he (7) who w.ts in the form of God, and 
DG. thoug ht it no robbery to be equal with God, ſhould 
mes, vent make himſelf of no reputatiun, and take ron him 
is hamine;. the form of a Servant, and be made in the likeneſs 
fattus oft of men, aud be found in fafvion as a man. This 


bomo. 4-waslov:, and this love was exc:eding great ; * 


re Dons : 
bi is ( a) It was in lyue only, that God came unto men, 


(erc'is ſuis 1010 men, Was made man; in love, the inviſible 


frtftus et. Grd was made like to his own Servants, Howe- *© 


fmilis. yer hisother Artriþutes of Majeſty, Power and 
_— Glory were eclipſed, yer this. of Kindneſs and 
b Tit.z 4. 1-Ove bad a grearandclear Epiphany. (b) The 
cIelat'o kinaneſs and love of God our Saviour, totvards 
Deitetis, man, appeared, fayes the Apoſtle. (c) The 
rrvelatts writing of bes Deity, was the revealing of his love. 
charttatts, 4 | 

i ubi enip, (9) And when his humanity was made known, 
Di innn's. Þis kindneſs could not be concealed : nor was it 
(cit harva- ordinary kindneſs and love neither, for ( as that 
las, jan. 

«L281; a4 .A2CTe 2911 Foteſt, Berne in Epiph, Ser, 1, mibi p. 19. 


aevout 
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devout Father goes 0n) (e) Wherein could he < In qu0 
commend his love more, than by taking my fleſh ? 1435 com- 
mine 1 (ay, not Adams, I mean that which he noone f . 
had before the Fall. What can ſo much declare nignitatem 
his mercy, as his taking npon him miſery it ſelf ? ſu1m,quim 
what is ſo full of goodneſs, as that the Word of ſuſc prends 
God ſhould be made withering graſs ? (for our © 0m me 
fleſh is no better, 1/a. 40.6, 7.) Lord! what ,,, ad 
is man, that thow ſhouldeſt magnifie him ? that non cainem 
thou ſhouldeſt ſet thine heart upon him ? Job 7, Adam, id 
17. Here man may confider how great Gods care > nn 

ts of him ;, hence he may learn what to think, What on _— 
ts conceive, Acknowleage, O man, bow much he caſum, 
eſteemed where, by what he was maae for thee, that Quid taz- 
his kindneſs may appear to thee from his hymani- 'op® 'e de- 
ty : for by how wuch the leſs he made himſelf in — 
his humanity, by ſo much the gun ſnewed he _ — 
himſel f in his gooaneſ, #5 and by ow much the low. quod ipſam 
er he w made for me, by ſo mach the dearer he 15 ſaſcepit mis 


tome, Thus he: and with him TI conclude this 149» © 
Dad itF 


3; particular. pietate pl'= 


. Ty 
or 


Wy num,quim 
quod Dei Verbuwm propter nos fatium eſt {auum ? D. mine ' quad «lt 
homo, qui regu'.s tum f aut quid arponss tga tam cor thwm ? His 
attcnlat homo, quanta fit Cura e1u3 Dio; hinc ſcrat quid de e0 Cogd- 


tet, aut quid ſentiat, Yuanti fect re, ex bis que pro tc ſutlas ett ag - 


noſce, ut appareat tibi benignitas ejws ex humanitate, Fuanto en:m 
mnorem ſe fec Win human'tate,tanto majoicm exbibuit [e in bonitate, 
& q4anto pro me viliar, tanto mn chariar eſt, Bern. ubi ſupra. 


C 2 SER, 


| its Love 
The tranſcendency of Chriſts 


SeR, 4. 


; fins 
toOK our 
love. wher eby be de under the 
(4) __ his (f) was bh a Curſe 
t Gal 4.4, _ Sin for us, (v) 1 litude of fin- 
83 GEky, LaW, (g/) ma Was ſent in the tm of his own, 
TILH for 5, (1) He Ww. h he had no {in F or made 
h Gal. 3. z and choug I were lara, e 
13. , Zul fleſh "of mntquities of 26 (1) Lather layer, 
ey 2: yer (k) the bim, infomuch as that he commit- 
| Chofher ro meer mon þ of ſinners ; not ) but becauſe 
1 Ch, wo he was the chiefeſi or he knew no ſin ve had com- 
ſammac red any himſelf, ( / the fins which we nj 
Peeeat '9 upon kimſc f x L OB bod), 08 6s 
Ros (od | took. A bore them in Wn ice, as Our Sp; 
ipſe com- mired, ane Aion of divine Fuſtice, n of ſorruws, 
AE /ed for the ſatisf, 5 Thus he was 4 aged bore onr 
——__ « ſor and 9-05. 4 with grief : _— WAL WOrna- 
e | > 

zobis em” and ac EV" ried our ſerrews , {ed for our mi- 

lu ln . and car and brmiſe - Do 
mi 4 greefs, ; reſſions, ace WAS Hp : 
ſe perzt un > fer our tranſs iſement of our pe d. numbrea 
et wities, the chaſt ed and afflitted, offering 
*m. Luth, f | Bl was eppreſſ ſoul w4s made = ie Was 
Com, ' 4h tranſg _ out unte nn he was thus 
Clal. or fn, and Pp f hes peeple hath If. 
AI for the tranſ (m) Evangelica A became obc- 
35. 36. ricken, as che d himſelf, an ſs, and 
$2 $5 52 FI (n) eath ever the "s uptible things, 
$, 10,12 aient ro death, 0) not with v4 ecious blood. 
OE reacemed us, ( but with his ou pr nard) to be 
= -rag . falver —_— rhisgs (ſaith(p) -— of Chrift, 
nn ——_— << he Paſſi he 
>» Bern, T here __ . taered int and t 
Ser m, de more e iþ cially pt ” the Manner, es ar & 
Pall, (mt Y Suffering Wb JO, 

Py 1 IC 04] 

h ) P +33» 
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Canſe ;, in the Saffering his Patience, in the 

Manner his Humility, in the Canſe his Love is 
commended. Here was love then. ſt was not a 

torced, but a free undertaking. 7 /ay down my q Joh. 10. 
life (1aith (q) he) for the ſheep ;, noman taketh "5 
it from me, but ] lay it down of my ſelf, and the ©: " 
ground of thisundercaking was his pare and meer 


= /ove, 1t was his kind heart that killed him, ne- 
| ver Was his love 10 plainly and fairly written, as 


inthe charaFers of that blood which he ſhed on 

che Croſs, which he that runs may read : far (r) r $i no: 
if he had nat loved; he would never have ſuffered. 4Uigeret, 
(1) Hereby perceive we the love of God, becauſe """ pateree 


tur. Bern, 


* he laid doWpn his life for us. Therefore we find |, 1. 


- his love and his ſuffering joyned together in pal. cap. 
-* Scripture : (t) #/ho loved me, and gave him(clf a1. p. 73+ 
* for me. (v) As Chrift hath loved us, and given | * Job. 3. 


himſelf for 14, av off ering and ſacrifice ro God, of =_ i 
a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour. (w) As Chriſt loved ,,, 
the Church, and gave himſelf for it. And this uEph. 5.» 
love was great, exceeding great : for if he had » %-25. 
not loved mach, he would never have /«ffercd ſo ata, 

. ) tudine 
muchas he did : (x) the greatneſs of his love may ,,monis 
be conſiaered in the greatneſs of his Paſſion. But miyn'tudo 
here how eaſily might Tloſe my felf1n ſo large a conſedere- 
Field, werel not confined? letir ſerve there. '*' ow 
fore to tell you in general, That his paivs were fry Mm 


intolerable, bis ſorrows wnnutterable, Nis whole 17unera 


: Paſſion unconceivable by any but himſelf, who Chriſti ſun: 
by enduring, was fully acquainted with them, 4o!ore {1v1i- 


. a, amore 
His whole /ife, from firſt to laſt, was but owe con- fuigida, 


tinued Paſſion : but the extremity of all, was in G7, the. 


. the cloze of all, which doth more eminently mil. Pars. 
bear that name, Oh ! how doleful a Tragedy p+ 805 


me was 
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— y 19:4m wasthis | what dreadful things did he ſuffer then 
P worn 7" from all hands! Heaven, Earth and Hell, God, 
> Mack. 44enand Devils, all laying load on him. (y)He 
14. 3334. endured much in his Body, by ſpitting, pricking, 
The words baffeting, ſconrging, racking, nailing, piercing, 
are all rill it was all bat one wound : but he endured 
: — more #n his Foxl, (which indeed wis the ſoul of 
$a66aN,, his [offerings ) inſomueh as he was (z,) ſore ama- 
adwuoyay, xe, and very heavy, exceeding ſorrowful, even 
ae1MTs wnte death, and being (a) in an agony, his ſweat 
elyat. of was as it were preat drops of blood, falling aoWn 
—_ ſe totheground; this made bim cry out, (b) My | 
Dr. Pear- God, ,my God, why haſt thon forſaken me ? till at | 
ſin on the lalt (c) he bowed his head, and gave up the Ghoſt. 
Creed. Bleſſed Lord ! whither did thy we carry thee ! 
oy )P- and how great Was that love, which carried thee 
C2; thus far for us ! The Jews ſaid, when he ſhed 
on the tears over dead Lazarus, Behold how be loved 
Creed. p. him | Joh, 11. 36. but with much more reaſon 
_ ſay, when he ſhed his heart-blood over 
ny, A «-. Us that were dead in trefpaſſes and ſins, Behold 
a Luk. 22; b9W he loved ts ! Becauſe of that exceſſive love © 
A 4s ( faith (d )) Bernard) wherewith God loved us, 
b Mat. 27 neither the Father Spared the Son, nor the Son 
eh : » himſelf, that he might redeem a Servant, truly 
as. .* ” exceſſive, becauſe it exceedeth- all meaſure, all 
d Propter bounds, and plainly ſurpaſſeth all things. As 
nimiam the e was no ſcrrow like to his ſorrow, ſothere 
charitatts , wpas no love like to his love. Inthe Greek Litur- 
7 ie pe. £y (hEreis mention made (and that juſtly) of his - 
ws, n'e pa. #nknown ſufferings: be ſure then they were the 


eer filio,nec fruit Of his anknows love : nothing but /ove could | 
= %o | | 

ipſe peperat ; vers nimiam, quia &+ menſilram execdit, madum ſup - 
rat, plane ſurcr-emrinins Ws. Ufr 115, Bern. Serm. in Paſſ. p. 34. 


make 


| towards the Children of Men, 27 
Make him /»ffer, and nothing but grear love 


n 

d, could mike him [uffer ſuch grievous things, as he © Per wut. 
e did for our fakes. (e' we may diſcern his bovp- "*' : ite 
7, els of love through his Wounds , he bled love at - wok x64 


every vein; his drops of blood were love-drops, pa,. .. p. 


d and the more blood he ſhed for us, the more love he 495. Part. 
of MM rwed tous, and the more love he deſerves from 1 p. 447+ 
= 
' 
et py 
'N 
Set 5, 

7 | | 
IC | F . . 
: (5) Hat lwe, whereby in his own due 

ob time he (f ) calls, and coverts unto Ifa, F5-5- 
, © himſelfhis Z/#, who from all erernity were Rom.8 30. 


d © given him by the Father, and by yereue of = ah aepat 

* Uniow with his Perſon, through a #rit of 5 re 

faith, gives them communion in his blefings 1 Joh. 3. 

- and benefits, as they are able to receive in this 24. 

1; ©, world, giving them from his own fulneſs , * Cor. 1. 

a 6 : 9 

* grace for grace ; Wiſdome, Righteowſneſ. f, Eph I 

Santtification and Redemption, Acceptance , Joh. 1.3 G 


N Ad ption, Remiſſion, Obſignation, Regenera- 1 Cor. x. 
ly tion, Santtification, Liberty, Peace, Foy in 39- 


- the Holy Ghoſt, and whateyer may make FP": ak. 
, . ' TO 
them happy in this world, and hopeful , 7;/ p - 
a heirs yi eternal life, in the world to come. Eph.5.x5, 
In a word, that whereby he loveth them , 26> 29. 
and waſoeth them from their fins in his own Joh. 8.36. 
blood, and makes them K ings and Prieſts —_ . by 
unto God , and his Father , which de- 1, = 
; fervesthat Doxology which is there annexed to Tir. 3. 7. 
| It, tobe breathed forth by all who haye an in- Pl. u0.3- 


C 4 rereſt 


me I 


4 
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Ezek. 16. tereſt init, 7 o him be glory, -and dominion, for 
8. ever, Amen, Indeed it is 4 day of power, in 


z Cor-1.2- hich a ſoul is brought into the participation of : 
heſe priviledges, yet it is power mixt With love, | 


Rev.1.5 6 

Non taz1{-\ . ; 
fet, widi- called therefore « time of love, Chriſt draws 
texifſe: ; fortiter & ſnaviter, ſtrongly by his power, and 
quare 307 yet [weerly by his /ave. And though this love 
Prins Quit, 
et poſtea <4- . 
plea /e4 reaſon of thoſe conzulfions and terrours whic 


pris di- accompany ſome mens converſion, yet it lyes } 


exit, © atthe botrome, riſechup, breakerh forth ar laſt, 
offea ie ; . 

+ Rich. When the wooed ſoul 1s won to Chriſt, and 
de $. Vic- ©{ponſed to him as a chaſte Virgin, and hath 


rore in Ic taſted the / weetneſs of hrs fellowſhip, and knows 


ut citatur rhe r5chneſs of thoſe poſſeſſions and priviledges, in * 


a Gerh. in yhichbe hath eſtated her : then, I fay, it ap- 


_- ” ._ pears, and leavesthe man fullof gratitude, yea 
m3 p.804. Of admiration,upon ſenſe ofthe exceeding preat- 
x 1 Tim-2. neſs of that love, which hath brought hym.co all 
33. &. this. Thus it was with Pas, (x) who upon 
4 _ i+ conſideration, that hewho was a blaſphemer, a 
Pre ardore perſecntor, and injuriczs, ſhould obrain mercy , 
erimpit in and that Chriſt Jeſus ſhould come into the world 
iftam(x- to ſave him, the chiefeſt of ſinners, is raiſed and 
£{4/470* everirawwſhed with the thoughes of it, and cryes 


4 
prone out, (y) The grace of owr Lord Jeſus was ex- 


werba qui. ceeding abundant toWards mie with faith, and love 
bus ſwam which is in Chviſt Jeſus , andthen, as if he want» 
fratziudi- eq words to expreſs his gratitude, he breaks out 
_ Tx into thoſe ſ1pmificant expreſſions of his affeCti- 
Epiphone» ON, (7) To the King eternal, immortal, invie 
Mmata pi acipue locum haben, uh! abrumpere ov ationem cog! nur. qua ey 
m10nitudo ſu.erat. Lud autem Pauli converſione anmirabilius? Qumn- 
quam nos ſrmul omnes aamonet (40 exompio, nunguam de gratta druine 
VOCation;s eſſe corit an2471,9u11 tandem ef, eramur admiratione, Calv. 
in Igg- f ble) 


Y 


may lye hid and corcealed for the preſent, ww 
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 fible, the only wiſe God, be Honour and Glory, 


for ever and ever, Amen, 


Sect, 6, 


T Hat love, whereby through his (a) intey+ a Joh. 15. 
ceſſion, grace, (b) power, ſpirit, and (c) ms 11, &c. 

# miſiration of Angels, he keeps thoſe whom be ne 2g 
E hach thus calcd, and converted unto that X inp» -f 9 _ 
; aome, Glory, Inheritance encorraptible, uzidefiled, c Heb, x < 
| and that fadeth not away, which he hath (d) 14. 


| purchaſed, and is reſerved in heaven for thew Pſal. 91. 


Ns Fa 


. 
Sree 
"2 I 
” - = 


; whither he entered, as their (e) fore- runner for = =o 


them, (f) voing before to prepare a place for them, .. 
? from kx ry Lars rabtal wy = ; g H Heb. 9. 
reſtitution of all things ſball come, (1) he well do- 12. 15. 
: ſcendwith a ſboat, with the woice of the Avth. * He. 6. 
angel, and with the Trump of God, and (i) wi FI Ka: 
come again, and take them, with all bis menobers ,, , 
to himſelf, that where he ts, they may be alſo, not g As 3. 
being ſatisfied, as not being compleat without 19. 37- 
them, who are (k) his body, the fulneſs of him my _ 
that fills all in all. A matter of tirong conſola. Fobn ' 
tion to believers, that all they have by Chriſt, 3. 4 
is not confined to this world : for (1) if in this k Eph. 2, 
life only Wwe had hope in eight of we were of all men 23* 
wiſt miſerable; and that their hopes and reverſi- & , ns y 
ons by Chriſt in the world to come, are ſo ſecured m Biſhop 
by him, that they are s ſafe and ſure, as if they Reynolds 
. were in hand, and preſent poſſeſſion. All which on Pſal. 


is the fruit of admirable love : (m) for the foun- ,; _ | 


dation of all our mercies, preſent or future, enjoy- 4g, 
| e 


26 
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gd or expetied, is an over flowing of love in Chriſt, 
without ſtiut or meaſure ;, a turning of heart, 4 
rowling and ſounding of bowels, a love which ſur- 
paſſeth knowledge, which is as mnch beyond the 
thong hts or comprehenſions, as it m above the me- 
rits of men, Toconclude this, As there was an 
_— price laid down to purchaſe Heaven and 
0 


ry forus; and an infinite power laid out, in 
calling and keeping the Ele& tothe poſſeſſion of i 


the purchaſe : ſoitwas, andis no leſs than i». ' 
femite love, that enclined Jeſus Chriſt to /ay dow» 


. that price, and ſtill enclines him to /ay out that 


power on the behalf, and for the benefit of dearly 
bought, and as dearly beloved fouls. This is the 
love that I mean; andif the devout and 4:/igent 


| Reader would be further affeRted with it, | re- 


ferre him to the holy Rapture of Biſhop Ha# on 
this ſubjeR, firſt Printed in a ſmall Volume, 
with another Treatiſe, called Chriſ# Myſtical, 
and now inſerted in the third Volume of his 
Works, is Folio. 


towards the Children of Men. 
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CHAP, TIE 


20 M Y next work is to give you the 4rgu- 
[1 ments, by which the incomprehenſible 
# greatneſs of this love of Chriſt may be confirmed 
& and deworſtrated. | 

F Andtheyareſuchastheſe: 


Sed, I, 


i. 6... 425 &S. a _. ©. Oo 


] T muſt needs be great and incomprehenſible 
love, paſſing knowledge, becanſe it # the 
love of Chyift. It was faid of Gideon, Judges 8. 
21. As the man t, ſo his ſtrength ; and it muſt 
be (aid of Chriſt, As he x, {0 is his love. Now 
he being an infinite perſon, his love muſt needs 
+ be 5»finite love, or elſe he would not love like 
- himſelf. He was Mas indeed, that he mighr 
be capable of loving us in ſuch a way as we need- 
ed: but he was God alfo, that he might accom- 
pliſh che ends and deſigns of his love, which 
were our Redemption and Salyation : now 
Chriſt being God, andſo infinite in bis nature 


#7 


() 
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( which isa piece of every Chriſtians Creea, and Dei £1; 
thoſe who deny it now, will * feel it to their Arer. 


g ſharge and ſorrow another day) that love which m_ loe. 
: f oh , | ' p. , . 
is 


, 


28 The tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 

n 1:fnitic, js in him, and inſeparable trom his Eſſence (for 
ſecundum (94 ;; Love, 1 John 4. 16. ) is undoubtedly in. 
quod 70g finite, and as ſoon may (n) fimte creatures (ſuch 

nitum, eft bu : Sp" pals l 
;enotum, As We are) comprehend thac which is 5»finire, as 
Bcd. Ax. be able to comprehend this love of Chriſt. 
Phitoſ. p. Alas ! there are /ower and /eſſer things which 
97- puzzle and non-plus the molt reaching head a- 
mong us, and how ſhall we then be able to reach 
o Pide this? (0) The natarkl works of Creation and 
Leflu !i- Providence have many ſecrets which we cannot 
—_— dive into, many riddles which we cannot #- 
79. p. 54. fold : for (p) he doth grear things, and unſearch- 
ec. able, marvellous things Yithour number. Who 
Glanvils can anſwer the 2»eries put by the mighty God 
—_ ff to(q) Fob? (r) who knoweth the way of the 
Js OE? Spirit ? or how the bones do grow in the Womb of 
p Job 5, g. Per that ts with Chila ? The formation, auick- 
q Job 38. 2ing, growthof a Child inthe Womb, is a my- 
39-4%,4t, texto us. Whois there thar is fully acquaine. 
Sk ed wich the introdrftion, nature, and worksngs 
_; "ns ' ofhisownſ/oul ? which, asnow it is, is ({) de- 
\ Jer. 17,9, Ceitfnl above all things, and defÞerately wicked, 
rE:ck.1. Who can know it ? Who can ſee the (t) wheel 
ny within the wheel, the ſecret ring of Providence, 
that moves and turns the many, and ſeeming- 
« Pral. 77: lyctoſs revolutions in the world ? (v) Who can 
trace Gods Way 1n the Sea, and hs path in the 
great Waters, and his footſteps, which aye -not 
« Job rr, known? and how then (w) ca Wwe by [carching 
79,9. findout God ? can we findout hu love to perfeftt- 
on ? Jt ts as high as Heaven, What can We do ? 
It ss deeper than Hell, What can we know ? The 
meaſure thereof is longer thaw the Earth, and 
broader than the $28, tO allude to that of Zophar 
| £0) 


. towards the Children of Mes, 29 


to 76. How can we underſtand the /ove of 

Chrifts beart, who are ſuch itrangersto the /xſts , 1 | 
of our own hearts ? tor (x) who can underſtand I2. 
Lt erronrs ? ſayes the Kingly Prophet, Let him 
that thinks co attain unto it, fifit (y) meaſure y Va. 40- 
the Waters in the hollow of his hand, and mete out *** 

the Heaven with a Sþan, and comprehend the duſt 

of the Earth in a meaſure, and weigh the Moun- 


” tainsin ſcales, and the Hills in a ballance, as the 


Prophet ſpeaks, Study it we may, and muſt 
make it the chief of our ſtudies, to know it ex- 


+ perimentally and favingly : but yet after our 


moſt diligent ſtudy, and the higheſt knowledge 


E of it, which we can atcain unto inthis life, we 


mult fir down content with that learned mars 

Morto, in reference to FSciexce tn general , © _ n 
(z) How much is there Which we know not ! and pc 0 
ſay as Father Pax/ of Venice was wont to ſay, Quo maxis 


' The more we ſtudy it, the more we ſee, how little fiudais in- 


or nothing We underſtand of it. Even Agar him. ©9%mw, 
ſelf, though a very wiſe man, yet in his own 13 ".*7_ 
thoughts, inreſpeR of the knowledge of God »ys, quad 
and Chriſt, was bur at the firſt beginning of his »i6il ſcia- 
Catechiſm, (a) what ts his Name ? and what gs 0. Be- 


his Sons Name ? But to ſhut up this, As ſoon 1: A 
may a man find out God, who is unſearchable, ;. _ 
as find outthe love of Chriſt to perfection : for «>. p. $6. 

Ged « lyve, and Chriſt 3s God, and his love like a Prov.3c- 


bimſelf, infimize, 'lhar's the firſt, 4 


The trakſcexdercy of Chriffs Love 
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Sect, 2; 


b Omn'a M Y next Argument ſhall be formed out 
diligit De- of Chriſts own words, oh. 15. 9. As the 
1. Father hath loved me, ſo have { loved you. From 
tcrea me whence I thus argue, 


gis diligie Jf (rift hath loved us as his Father loved 


CTedtoT as him, then his love ts exceeding great and 
ren incomprehenſible. | 
ces ampli» B#t Chrift hath loved ns 4s bis Father loved 
Sy que him. 


ſunt mm. Therefore; &.. 

bra #nize- The Afinoy'is proved from the place foremen- 
1! [7 tioned, which will ſtrongly conclude that which 
multo Mi. _, . ?. l 

eis ipſum [ bring it for. There is no doubt, but as the 
unigen's Father is Fons Deitatrs, the Fountain of the Dei- 
1mn.Gerh ry, ſoheis Fons amors, the Fountain of love , 
_ _” and as heisthe Fountain of love, ſurely be lets + 
_ . ** out the largeſt meaſures of love upon eſus *: 
Auguſtin. Chriſt. (b) The Father loves the Son actora- 
God loves 3ggp to both his natures ; according to hus divine 
all he  watwrehe loves him ſo perfefHy and ardently as 
_— " himſelf, that is, with an unmeaſurable love ;, 
ger ras{ accordirig to his humane nature, he loveth him 
creatures; With 4 principal love, above all the treatures be- 
more eſpc (Jes, Now Chriſt ſayes here, that he hath lo- 
cially be- "ed #s, as his Father loved him, which queſtion- 


lievers: gp: 
ws _ leſs isin a moſt tranſcendent manner. 


all his only begotten Son, Pater diligit filium ſecundum utramg, e116 
nituram, quia ſecundum naturam divinim diligit cum tamperfette, 
e&> fcrvide ſicut ſceipſam(viz Jamure immenſo ;, ſecundum nituram ve- 


10 a{unptam diligit cum amore pr ecipuo; magis (vit.) quam cuntta 
|| 


LY — IS 


(im ml c/ea(d, Dion, Ca;ih, in 106. (72;#') p. 854, 1... 


towards the Children of Men. JT 


1 know there are that expound this Scripture 
ro another ſenſe, which muſt not paſs withour 
fome conſideration, that it may not prejudice 
the concluſion which I would draw from it. 
(c) Maldonate would have the words to run _ Gs 
thus, As the Father hath loved me, and I have comparati-= 
toaved you, ſo continue m my love ; taking love in onis mem- 


| F thelai}clauſe, for that love, by which we love br, Sicur 
* Chriſt, and che two former branches for a dou- {exit mc 
i  bleArgument, to urge continuance in that loye PR 
{ ©. as if the meaning were, (d) Continue 5x yorr jc; - altc- 
0 hve tome, uy my Father loveth me ,, and it rum ved, 
pl F. is but equal that you ſhould love him whom the Man«te in 
* Father loves ſo much; and likewiſe, becauſe I —_— 
have loved you, and therefore you ought to love me , n; is. 
- © again, But he confeſſerh, (e) hat all the Inte)- boys ad dj ie 
* preters which he had read, do take the compariſon gendum ſe 
© ro liebetwixt the love of the Father to himſelf and "9/tatur 
i- *\* bis love to his Diſciples, and I ſhall ollow '4%: 44s 
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Mm im 1: . ob cauſ.zs ; 
him in his ſ»g#/aricy, when the commMly re. pros. 55 


ceived ſenſe is ſo clear and plain. Nor is ove in quod ſe 
the laſt clauſe to be taken for that /ove, which 904 pater 
believers bear to Chrift, as he would have it, 484% & 
bur for that /ove which Chnſt bears to them. ov mg 
( 1.) The very words ſound to this ſenſe: jigane, 
for it 15 Mevore & Ti &yxTy Ti uu, Which quempater 
Beza well cranflates, Manete in illa mea chari- *'overs 
tate; Continue in that my love, (t ) which ] bear non, 
towards you, as he expoundsit. audd iofe 
( 2. ) Beſides,this beſt agrees with that which qu19ue os 
Mligaty te 
reg procum eos (bi amorem deberie, ldem. ce Omnes quos l: gerim in« 
terpreti's exeſtumant comparatiouem Chriftum non n'ſt inter ſe &+ pas 


trim facore, Idem, f 1nh1:3; 4;5, qui go ves yi 6/0qtior Bea. ig loce 
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32 The tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 


Vide plure goes before, and that which comes after. [m. 
iz Ger. mediately before he mentions his /ove to them, 
mar org and therefore this cannot well be expounded to 
1008, © any ather ſenſe, than their raking care for to 
Sicut im. demean themſelyes, as that they may continue 
p:uſ6 & in the experience of his love rowards them. 
finite me And immediately after, he compares his Fathers 
ailexit p1- ge and bis own again, v. 10. and preſcribes 
= Ry them the ſame means tor abiding in hzs love, 
eg infi-+ which himſelf uſed for abiding in bis Fathers 
ne diligo, love, viz. Obedience, Now as the Fathers love 
Cart, Har. ſignifies his Fathers love to him 1n one part of 
Meraplir. theyerſe, ſo Chriſts love in the other parc, ſig- 
p* _ * nifies his love rorhem. Itappearing then by thee 
h Significae conſiderations, that Chriſts /ove tro them is here 
non v#g4- meant, the Argument which he uſerh for their 
re electi- CORLLABHING 188 hes love, is drawn fromthe great - 
__ mms weſs of it, in reſpet whereof it would be not 
neque plane Only their duty, but their priviledge tO continue 
ralemsqua- in it ; Mi che greatneſs of this love he ſets forxch 
lis eſſe ſolet by way of compariſon, which becauſe he could 
dilcetio 2 ror findon earth, (for asro any humane compa- 
un it is altogether matchleſs, as I ſhall ſhew 
ſedralem you more afterwards) he fercherh one from 
eſſe, qualis heaven, and ſayes, he loved them as his Father 
eſt creat0= Igyed him, and chat muſt needs be with an ex- 
_ 'pſns » ceeding great, and incomprehenſible love, So In- 
more Nota CCrpreters generally expound it, a taſte where- 
z2:tur Chri- Of T ſhall give you 1n the wordsof ſome of them: 
ftum not (gs) As my Father hath loved me greatly and in- 
oem 4; Pruely, ſo do T love you greatly and infinitely : 
Hoxifſe, v; thus doth Mr. Carrwriehr paraphraſe it, (Þ) 7: 
eſt, nos dilisimus euw, qaia ipſe nos dilexit prior, x Joh. 4.19» ſed 
eczam talem iſe ents 8704 nos amoremy qualis eſt ille Det 2mor, hoc eſt 
nfuaitun, & nggmorgnuniiglem, Ke Rolloc, in Johan. p. 796+ 


; 
| 
. 


ſignfeth © 


towards the Children of Men. 33 
fenifierh ( ſayes Rellec inloc. ) that bis love th- 


wards them was not common and ordinary, nor 


0 ſuch as ts wont to proceed from the creature; bat 
0 it Was ſuch as ts the love of God the Creator him- 
IC ſelf : Note therefore, that Chriſt dia not only love 
t. us firſt, as it is 1 John 4. 19. Weclive him, bee 


'S i cauſe he loved us firſt, but alſo, that his love to- 
=” wards s, ts ſuch as ts that love of God, that ts 
e, i infinite and incomprehenſible, The love of Chriſt 


's _ © towards hisoven, (as Mr. Hutcheſon oblerves in; Colligitur 
e his Comment on this place, Do#. 3.) * match- autem ex 
Wo leſs, and can be reſembled by no love on earth, hocultimo 
= + but s like his Fathers love to him, as being eter- arengs- ome 
le nal, ſincere and intimate, incomprehenſible, infi- ,,. Dt 
re mite and unchangeable, as the other is. Le chyitins 


\r + Gerhard: note on the place ſeal up this teſtimo- omnes virs 
f- ny. (i) we may gather from hence (ayes he } © edcnees 
Mt». that Chriſt loves believers with the higheFt and 0. -uf 

: L | 'ncffabils 
w _ wneffable love, ſeeing he loves them ſo as he ts lyved em. 
MN > of the Father, than which nothing tan be decla- ſequitur, 


d » red more / weet, more pleaſant foa godly contrite (i quidens 


i= 7 heart : for what can weatfire more, of We are 1a d! 6, uf 
W  *, aſſared that we are /o loved of Chriſt, as he en 
m loved of the Father ? Who can doubt , but that it beilur, qi 


er | is the higheſt and ineffable l;ve ? There is indeed nib! quic- 
C- a difference in this, That the Father loyeth 94» 4#/- 
fl- Chriſt our Mediator, AS God, per naturam, na- C: Kg, nl 'l 


. 4 ; * . + wcundins 
e- turally , becauſe ceeſſential and coequel with |, pig 
n: + himſelf; as Man, per gratiam »nionzs, by the & contrito 


”- ew; £raceof Union, becauſe the humane nature is #«zciari 

» p poteſt, quid 
I © en'm u'trrius deſuderare poſſumus, [i certi ſumus,nos ita a Chriſto dilt21, 
xt ipſe a patre d'ligitur, quam nm dubitare poteſt eſſe ſummam « 
ineffabem dilcionem ? &c, , Gerb, Harm, ps 10100 


iy D gfſumed 


The tranſcendency of *Chriſts Love 


afſumed into the perſon of the Word. But ' 
Chriſt loves believers by grace and adoption, 
But there is an agreement in this, Thar firſt, | 
as the Father loved Chriſt from eternity, ſo 
Chriſt hath loved us from eterniry. Secondly, 
Asthe Father loves Chriſt truly, ſincerely and 
ineffably, ſo Chriſts love to us 1s true, ſincere ® 
andineffable. Thirdly, As the Father out of G 
k Quomo- love beſtowed all bleflings apon Chrilt as Man, © 


brem vere fo Chriſt out of love beltoweth bleflings of all 


acts, yinds vuponus. Fourthly, As the Father loverh 
Eph.3.19- 7 

Amozmm Chriſt conſtantly, and for ever, ſo Chriſt alſo 
Ch/iſti om-loveth us conſtantly and for ever : ſo that upon 
*:m huma- the whole matter we may conclude, as Mr. 
mo '="!* Cartwright doth his Comment on this place, 
þ coma ” (k) That it ts truly ſaid, as it is in the Text, 
Cart. Har. T hat the love of Chriſt paſſeth all knowledge. 
p 930. Thar'stheſecond Argument. 


SER, 3. 


eA 43-N/] Y third Argument for the exceeding 
greatneſs, and incomprehenſibleneſs of the 

FColzs.19. love of Chris, ſhall be drawn from the infinite 
" * falneſs of it, inrefþett of its dimenſions: (1) It - 
hath pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all ful- 

eſs dwell, andall falve(s of love, as well as any 
thingelſe. The Apoſtle ſpeaks ſomething of 

the dimenſions of ic, in the Verle preceding the 

Text, v. 18, where he aſcribes /e»gth and 

depth, breadth and height to ir, and thence 
concludes it to be a /zve Which paſſeth knoWvleage. 
[ 


towards the Children of Men, 35 


& I know that ſome of the Ancients have applied m Paulus 
this co ſeyeral things, which I willingly omir, 72%! per 


n, 

{t, WF as not conducing to my preſent purpoſe, nor 7 - _A 
ſo MF indeed agrecable to the Apoſtles ſcope, which rae 
ly, 3 is to magnifie che love of Chriſt, and engage the quam chri. 
nd WW Ephe/ſcans 1n the ſtudy of it: and therefore ſti charira- 
re # (m) Calvin, with other Expoſitors, conceive 199 = 


of 7 thac the Apoſtle underſtands nothing by theſe oft. Cal 
= dimenſions bur the /wve of Chriſt, ot which he |, 1Qe. _ 
® ſpeaks ſoimmediately aftzr : Only the Queſti- Pugs ter 
-h © on is, From whence the expreſſion z taken, "4:05 ad 
[fo Fir, Some think it may be an alluſion to the _ dt 
on heaving and waving of Offerings among the - vor 
ir, _\ Zews under the Law, which you tind mention- Avec. * 
ce, ed, Exod, 29. 26. On which words (n) Fagius Longe ſutd- 
ct, n his Annotations upon the Chaldee Para- © SS 
pe, 1 phraſe hath chis note our of the Hebrew DeFors, _ wy 
+T hat there was a double Ceremony uſed in ſome 14 ilum 
| of the Fewiſh Sacrifices, and particularly in this, ipſum Dei 
\ which was for the conſecration of their Prieſts : © iſtig, 
The one was an heaving npward and doWxward, Daritarens 
and this was called (7erwmah) from (Rum) A 
.| Elevare, to beave, The other was a moving premiſſe, 
' forWard and backward, on the right hand, and & ſubjefts 
"s onthe left, that is, from Eaſt tozpeſt, and then *# men:to. 
the | from North to South, and this was called (Tenn 5* _ 
He | phah) from (Nuph) Azitare, to wave. Thus PIN Fa- 
It * | the ſhoulder of the Ram of Conſecration was tobe gium in 
ul- 1 | heaved, and the breaft waved before the Lord, locum. 
Ny 2 V.26. 27. Called therefore the Heave-offering, o Vide _ 
of | aud Wave-efſering. Theſe Ceremonies ( ac- 12,0 
he / cording to (0) Rabbi Solomon) were thus per- Annor. in 
nd { tormed; Moſes did put his hands under the hands Exod. ps 
of Aaron and his Sons, who held the things that 32 


D2 were 


36 The tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 
p Ad deſie- Were to be offered, and firft lifted them upward, 


_—_ F. then dreW them downward, and afterwards drew 
7. them Faſtward , Weſtward, Northward and | 


rebant 
op Seuthward. The Jews had a good meaning an | 
co, & theſeRites: (p) tor hereby was ſignified, T hat 
tie, F Ged was the Lord of Heaven and Earth. And 
Pans. | we may make a 200d uſe of it ou: ſelves, (4) # 
bus domi.. JAiniſters would learn ſrom hence, how With all | 
natu', Lyr. their heart, aud with all ther ſtrength they fhaul! | 
Cart. Fag. 9;ve themſelves unto the Service of Ged in hu | 
ur Iupra. Church, with mach labour, and manif« ld affli- * 


q AmE(- ; | 
- +-raph flions, even as the Prince of onr ſalvation Wat 


the place, Conſecrated alſo through affiitons, 2 Cor. 6. 
x Moralem 4, &c, Heb. 2.10. -And it beth Miniſters and 
eonfedrrati= Deople would learn, how with raiſed and enlarged 


jaar hearts and n:inds they ſhould be converſant in the 
hi proban- things of God, as the learned (r) River points us * 
fr, agita- unto; who alſo tells us, that (1) Chriſtian Inter-". 
» a, 


tione petlo- preters refer this Rite to Chrift, that hereby ma) | 


YO a''M gs hown, how largely the merit and benefits «| 


exa/tation? FIG ' 
monitos nos Chriſt do extend, and What us the amplitude if 


ſuiſſe toto his Kingdome. (t) Beza and Grets think, that!? 
peftore, & the Apoſtle might have reſpe& hereunto in this?! 
x98 e 2zvi= place, and ſo doth Fodizes. 2dly, Others take it 

ſe pw” -; to be a Metaphor drawn from(u ) Mathematici- . 
2:5,excita- 47, who make the dimenſions of ſolid bodies - 
to omper £0 be the bredth and length and depth, which 
animo. Ri- | x 
ver. in Exod, mivi p. 1147, { Iterpretcs Chiiſtiant eum Ritiim a! : 
Chriftam itfer 21, ut indicetcr, quam late patcat eqns ben fictum, & 3 
mertitums © que (it regnt ill us ampli uo, Idem, ibid, & Vioc B.;, 4 
Grot. & Bod, in loc. u Que addita bic ſunt, a Math:maticxs 0 | 
fumpta ſunt, qui ſolidum corpus fer e fic definiunt, quod babeat [atith- 

dinem, longttudinem, & prefunditatem, quos terminos ad Chriſti i- is 
tefionem 11ansfert. Aret, Thes Ba'duin. Rolloc, &c. on the place. + 


dimenſio:r3 


towards the Children of Men, 35 


Wk dimenſions the Apoltle transfers to the /ove of 

pan”. Chriſt, and one more than is uſually attributed 

gin unto bodies, viz, height : (w) for indeed the w Infinite 
love of Chrift is beyond all natural dimenſions : !4nquen- 


ard 


hat 

Ang W vc wherheric hath reſpe& ro one or the other, **/43? ab 
1) if 8 both of cheſe, che application of theſe dimen- rt Bed. 
15 .FhuoL, 


b 411 ſons 00 the Love of Chrift, according to rheſenſe 
4/7 Qt Interprecers, will ſerve abundantly co con- roy” 
bl * brm that which 1 bring it for. Thus there- 
effi- tore it is expounded by divers of them : Firſt 
-«< Fhat che /ength of Chriſts love notes its eternity, 
6 -and that both a parte ante, backward ; thus he 
and ayes, I have loved thee with an everlaſting love 
rged Jer. 31. 3. and his delights were with the C bil- 
1h ren of Men, before they had a being, or the 
__ World us beginning, Prov. 8. 31. And alſo x 
weep. pare poft, forward: thus its ſaid, Having loved 
. his ovpn, Which Were in the World, he loved then 
»* ro the end, Johfi 13. 1, fs TeAog, in perpetuum, 
et; + for ever, according to (x) Chryſoſtomes gloſs, x Faerep 
4 he continued alway loving them. Thus accordi , & 1ammwy 
Ns ok to the Hebrew, (La Netzech) and ( Le Gnolam Nvexw 5. 
keith” finem, and in eternum are all one, as Pſal Gerh. Har. 
may 103.9. and ( as (y) one obſerves) the [cope of _ , 
ies this ſpeech is to ſhew, hovwv Chriſts heart and wn? on 
hich World be towards them, even for ever, 8&c, You win, The |; 
© have both pur rogether, P/a/. 303. 17, where hearrof 
m «161 the mercy of the Lord is ſaid tobe fromeverlaſti » CI 
ax» ad , 
_. toeverlaſting upon them that fear him. _— —_—_ 
is de * 0h, The breadth of Chriſts love notes its extent "__ 
fatitu- ACE all the Ele, _ all Ages, of whatever Na” 
+ 210n, ſex Or condition, without any reſpe& of 
ace, 3 perſons. Thus he is ſaid to be the ſame yeſter- 
a | day, to , 8nd for ever, Heb. 13.8. an world 
| D 3 have 
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have all min to be ſaved, and coxpe to the know- 
ledge of the trath, that 1s, all ranks and ſorts of 
men, 1 Tim. 2. 4, wherefore he bids his Apo- 
files go, and teach all Nations, and preach the 


Goſpel to every creature, Mat, 28, 19. Mark 16, \ 


I 5, For there ts no difference betwixt the Few and ſ 
the Greek, but the ſame Lord over all wrichin * 


mercy to all that call upon him, Rom. 10. 12, 
T here is neither few nor Greek, Circamciſion 


nor Unrircumciſion, Barbarian, Scythian, © 


Bend nor Free, Male nor Female, but Chriſt 
« all in all, and they are all one in Chriſt Feſt, 
Col, 3.11. Gal. 3. 28. Thirdly, The depth of 
it notes its confle/cen/ion tO the loweſt depths, to 


draw ſinners from thence, of which the Pſaimiſt 


ſpeaks, P/al.86.12,13. 1 will praiſe thee, O 


Lora my God, with all my heart , and 1 will ghe- 2 


rifie thy Name for evermore : for great us thy 
mercy towards me, and thou halt delivered my 
ſoul from the loweſt Hell, Foxrthly , The 
height of it notes its reaching #p to the joyes of 
__ and happineſs, and carr)ing ap ſoxls 


ther : 7 will come again, and take you to my 


ſelf, that where I am, there may you be alſo, * 
®John 14.3 Father, 1will that thoſe alſo when 


thok haft given me, may be with me, where 1 
am, that they may behold, thatis, enjoy my gle- 
77, John 17.24. You ſee the Dimenſions of 
Chriſts love : Now leta poor Chriſtizn ſer him- 
ſelf about the meditation ot this love in thele its 
dimenſions , he may ſooner loſe himſelf, than 
5nd ont this love to perfetion, Alas ! 1fa poor, 
Swite, ſhort, and dim-ſighted creature begin to 
took backwardinto eternity paſt, to find out ' 

Y3/s 
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s re{c.of this /ove ; and -then /ook for wardinto eter- 


' miſery Kredeemeth, and to how greata height 
' of bappineſs it rai/eth poor ſinners, viz. from a n+». 


tawards the Children of Mew. 39 


#ity to come, 0 tollow the reach of it, how ſoon 
mult he be fain to fir down, and aknowledge 
himſelf far rt, and witerly wncapable of ever 
reaching the length of it ? It he again conſider, 
how much love every por ſunner needs, and how 


* the love of Chriſt hath filled, and furniſhed ſo 


many chouſands and millions of ele ſouls in all 


” ages paſt hitherto, till it hach lodged them fafe- 


ly inglory ; and then conſider ag:in, how ma- 


- ny more are yet toſpend uponit, unto the end 


of the world : he will rather cry outinadmira- 
tion, Behold! what manner of love ts this! 
how great ! hi unmeaſurable ! than be ableto 


© ſay, he hath meaſwred the breadth of it, And 


then if he conſider, from how great a * depth of * It is wore 
thy of that 


eJaculati- 


cloſe Priſon to a choice Palace, from a low Daw- devour 


_ geen toa high Throne, from preſſing Chains toa Biſhop 


pleaſing Crown, from the blackeſt darkneſs to Hall in his 
the brighreſt light, from intolerable torment to _ 
unfþeakable joy, from moſt grievors bondage tO Oh love, 


, the molt glorjoxs liberty, from delefsl and car- and mercy 


' ſed communion with damned Spirits, to delight- more decp 


"RAGE than thoſe 
ful and bleſſed communicy with Gadn every per- depths fr6 


fon, and glorified Saints and Angels , from 4 which thou 
ftate beyond expreſſion or conception for ſhame haſt ſaved 
and miſery, to a fate unſpeakable, and wncon- me, and 
ceivable tor glory and happineſs , in_a word, "yore high, 
ſrom the low Hell to the higheſt Heaves, he [170 
may well conclude with the Apoſile, Thar it is hich 

4 love which paſſeth knowledge : ſooner may the thou haſt 
Kepeſt bead, the cleareFt eye, the /grgeſt _ -—I_—_ 

D . 
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* Dilcftio be ſwallowed up of this /ove, than be able'to 
Chnt{tt 89" comprehend it fully in theſe dimenſions : for ( as 
_—— * Calvin well notes upontheſe words ) The love | 
meditauone of Chriſt which proponunded tows, #5 ſo large a | 
ms exeice- ſnub; ft, that we may exerciſe our ſelves in the 
anus Mes meditation of it day and night, and plunge our | 
ley ge ſelves into this boundleſs, bottomleſs Ocean, till "3 
we wth we be ſwallowed up of it : but We can never per- |» 
demerga- feftly underſtand it. That's the third Argu- 
ws Calv. ment, 

in Eph. 3. 

ps: — | R 


_ 


1 Sec, 4, 


1 Y fonrth Argument is this, The love 
: V3 of Chrit mult needs be exceeding great 
and incompretenſible, becauſe ir never had, nor 
z capable of a parallel inſt ance among the Sons of 
Min. Tf Men were able to exprets ſuch a love 
as this of Chy;ſts, they might be able to know 
his: love,” as 1 can wwderſtand the love of man to 
man, becauſe I am able to expreſs the ſame to 
others; but:Chriffs love never was, nor ever 
can be paralled : his love to mankind is as 
much- above theirs one toancther, as the Hea- 
vens are abovethe Earth, fa. 55.8. 9. If allthe 
affettion of the whole Creation were reſident in 
one particular perſon, yet it would lie as much 
ſort of the we of Chrift, as finite doth of 5»fr- 
zite: and therefore our Saviour fetcheth a 
compariſon from Heaven whereby to ſet- it 
forth, and [ſayes, Fe loved u4, as his Father 
boved_ him, John 15. 9, which made my wy 
| CON 


towards the Children of Men, 


#3 cond Argument. * The degrees of love are to* Gerhard 
be mealured both by the obje&# and marrty ofit, Harmon. 
(1.) Inreſpe& of the objeft, the loweſt degree P* 29%® * 


is, whena man loves one that loves him, and 
doth good to him, Mar. 5.46. Luke 6. 32, 33. 
The next is, when one loves him by whom he 


® 75 not beloved, and from whom he receives no 


* benefit; The bigbeſt is, when one loves his ene- 
'" }, whodorh not only xot love him, but hate 
him, nor only doth him zo good, bur heaps in- 
Jaries upon him, Mat. 44: Luke 6. 35+ (2) In 
reſpect of the matter three degrees likewiſe may 
be reckoned : the /oweſf, when one doth good 
to his Neighbour, out of the ſubſtance which he 
hath, the »exe, when he beſtows a{/ the goods 
which he hath, of body, mind and effate upon 
his Neighboxr ;, the higheſt, when he [ayes down 
bis life. Now though there may be found, who 
will lay out themſelves, and their eſtates for the 
god of thoſe who love them, and are beneficial 
rothem; nay of thoſe that. /ove them not, and 
are no way beneficial to them , yea that hate 
them,and have done them / rarzs ; yea, though 
there may be ſome (bur-very rarely) found, 


'. that have Lud down their [ves for their lovers 


+ and friend yet where canwe find an inſtance 
. of thoſe who haye laid down their /ives for 
enemies, and injurious ones, ave this of Chriſts 
laying down his life for us ? The height of all 
humane affefiion is expreſſed in two places of 
* Scripture, 7ohn 15. 13. Row. 5. 6. which 
| amounts to no more thanthis, The laying down 
; Of life for friends, for good men, ſcarcely for 4 
| rightrous man, which cirenmſtances render it + 
| __ _ wnmorthy 
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* Majorerf unworthy to be laid in the ballancewith the love 
at:atm AChrift, who laid doven his life for the ungodly, 
Wigs O- for ſinners and exemes, Rom. F. 6,8, 10, in 
bet, quam E : | h 

ut 42iman Conlideration whereof, Bernard breaks out thus © 
ſam pon pathetic ally,* Greater love thaw this hath no man, | 
quus P10 phat amanlay down his life for his frienas : bat 
"mm 0 ſu. hom, O Lord, hadſt greater love, Who didft lay 
_— down thy life for thine enemies : for when 'we 
b iwbuiſti, / Sar ae rar het 
Domine, weve yet enemies, wewere reconciled by thy death, 
pon-ns cam both to thy ſelf, aud to thy Father. What other 
Pro 12m- love either ts, or Was, onhatt be ſeen libe to this 


CIs3 Cum > og hteous man will owe dye : 
enim adhuc love i Scarcely fox A rig e J 


inimici ef. ##t thou ſufferedſt for the ungodly, dying for. our 
ſemus, per ſins, who cameſ# to juſtifie nners freely, to make 
mortem tu- ſervants brethren, captives corheirs, and Ex- 
wa ENT wes Kings. Thus he. Give me lzave hereto 
"neva way tay before you ſome examples of the love of the 
Patyi, children of men towards one another, as they 
«Q'e.1% are recorded in Sacred writ, or in other Hiſto- 
24 vid - es . and we ſhall fill find the love of Chriſt b:- 
_— ; Fondthe higheſt and nobleſt of them. 
eee vet (1.) Weread of thoſe who have gone far in 
fore buic love to their Conntrey, and the people with whom 
fi lis ch1- they have lived. Moſes and Paxl,tor their Coun- 
A , > #reymen the Pewvs, the one ſayes to God, If thou 
—_ wilt not forgive their fin, blot me, 1 pray thee, 
moritr; ont of the Book which thou baſt written, Exod. 
tu pro im- 32.32, The other ſayes, 1 could wiſh that my 
Pius paſſus ſelf were accurſed from Chriſt for my Brethren, 
oper de my Kinſmen according to the fieſh, Rom, 9. 3+ 

v4 N0- 

ra, qui veniftt juſtificare gratis piceatores, ſervos facere fatres, 
_— a ne Reges. Bcrn- oor, Dom, (mihs) 
[38+ 346 | 


which 


| 
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>; which words, ( whether we underſtand them 
7 of a temporal death abſolutely, according to 
I Hierome, or of eternal death conditionally, 14 it 
2 might be, if ir were poſſible, as others cake | 
+ them) (y) were words of eminent and ftypengi- y Foc-s it- 
q ou love, as the learned River obſerves; who, '* [74% 
| 1 . a eximii & 
though he ſw no j»convenience incither lenſe, Pupends &- 
yet preterreth the former, as leſs liable to cx- moris, Ri- 
ception, and attended wich fewer difficulties, ver. in Ex- 
and ſufficient toexpreſs the affection of theſe 94- (7h!) 
holy men, who choſe to dye, rather than /jve to f* 1299+ 
ſee their People deſtroyed and rejefted, (Z) It x Multum 
was great love and affggtion in David towards charitatis 
his People, when he Ueſlired that the Lords '® '/" Rege 
hand might be ſtretched out againſt himſelf and JF” 17 
Family, rather than againſt them, 2 Sam. 24. _ i lee. 
17, It was woleſs love that moved Eſther to has» 
zard her own life, for ſavizg of the Fews, who 
were her own Comntreymes, and deſigned to 
' deſtruction by the plot of wicked Haman, re- 
ſolurely venturing into the Kings 26 ga WN- 
called, and againſt Law, which, if the gul/des 
\ S$ceptrer had not been held forth, had colt her 
her life, Eſther 4. 16. Even among the Hea- 
thens _ have been fonnd thoſe, who out of 
{ove to their Comntrey and People. have parted 
with the /ives of their Childr', yea te own pb ra 
tives. (a) C. Marius waging War againſt the fatliſg, 
Cimbrians, was warned in a dr:.um, that if Mmorab. 


he ſacyificed his Daughter Calphurnia, he fhowlgd > 5- <2r 
ebtain the Untory, which he aid, and OVercame 6+ P. IF 34 


his enemies. Thelike did Erefers, as the ſame 
Author informs me, and adds, That the great- 
ſs of his love to his Conmrey, evercame his fa- 
F therly 


. 
' 
| 
| 
| 
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b Paley, therly affeftion towards hy Daughter. ) Car- 
Max. lid. 7; and Decins among the Romans are famous : 
Font 6: The former for leaping into the Earth, When it 
, P. . . 

261, 262, opened it ſelf, and, as was ſaid, wonld not be clo. 
zed till the beſt thing in Rome were caſt into it , 
T he latter, for ruſhing into the midſt of the Ene- 
mies, when his party were like to be overcome in 
Battel by them, both to the /oſs of their own 
... tives for the preſervation of their Coxntrey. 
CIOS (c) Codrws likewiſe among the Grecians is re- 
ny "" nowned, who being King of Athens, and ander- 
Standing from the Oracle at Delphos, that the 
War which then greatly, waſted thar Constrey, 
would not be ended, un, he were ſlain by the 
hand of the Enemy, ventared \ncognito into the 
FE nemies Duarters, ana by a wornd gven to one 
of the Souldiers, provoked, andprocured his ov 

a:ath. 
(2.) We read of thoſe who have ventured 
far in love to their friends. Fonathans love to 
David was Wonderful, paſſing the love of We- 
men, 2.Sam. 1. 26. He loved him as his own 
foul, 1 Sam. 20. 17. inſomuch as he incurred 
his Fathers diſpleaſure, and hazarded his own 
. Gfe in his excuſe and defence, v. 27, to 34. Great 
dYaicr. was the love of (d,) Damon and Pythias, two 
OS. Pythagorean Philoſophers : for when one of them 


421.7 was condemned to death by Dionyſius the Ty- 
rant, the other offered.to dye for him : But great- 
er the love of thoſe who did inated dye for their 
e Idem ibi- friends, (e) as Volumnins did for Lucullus, 
dem. p. Who hearing that M. Antonius had ſlain hrs 
aha friend, becauſe he took part With Brutus and Caſ- 

fius, made great lamentation for him, and cov- 


P. 213, 


$1908 
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4 rinned ſoto do, rill he was brought before Anto- 


nius,. to whom he ſpake after this manner, Com- 
mand me, O Emperonr, to be forthwith carried 
ro the Body of Lucullus, and ſlain there : for I 
enght not to ſurvive him, who have becu the canſe 
of his unhappy Warfare, This was no ſooner 
asked but it was granted, and he being brought 
ro the place where his dead friend lay, after he had 
kiſſed his right hand, and taken hws head into hss 
boſame, he was preſently beheaded beſides him. 
Thelike friendſhip was betwixt T ape and Zo- 
giz in the Kingdom of China, and thelike fate 
happened tothem, as I tind it recorded by a 


late (f) Author, Tapeus being by the Empe- f Martini- 
us Hiſlor, 

Sinice. 

Dec, prim, 


lamity of hs friend, expoſed himſelf to apparent y,c16,117. 


rour condemned to dye for nojuſt cauſe, Zogius 
nat able to bear it, and being moved With the ca- 


danger on his behalf, often rebuking the Empe- 
roxr for it with great freedome, who at laſt being 
enraged, ſaid, T hou openly diſcovereſt thy ſelf to 


be a Trayter, who to favour a Friend, art not 


| afraid to offend a King. To which Zogizes for 
— vyindicating of himſelt, anſwered bold 


, Tow 
are miſtaken, OE MPpCronr : He that zs true to 
his Friend, Will be ſo to you ,, nor ut fidelity to- 
wards y:u, to forſake a guiltleſs Friend, Tow 
have condemned to death my Friend, who 1s in- 
mcent, convitted of nocrime, againſt all Laws, 
and the cuſtome of good Kings. Becauſe I defire 
to preſerve him, 1 came #naer ſusfition of trea- 
ſen : but what affinity hath Rebellicn with faith- 
falneſs, goodneſs and love ? Þ defend the canſe 
of my Friend, that you may not deal unjuſtly and 


| tyrannically, being faithful to beth, but more to 


MILE 
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90s : for both he that preſerveth the innocent doth 
wel, bat he that rettifies the erroneous doth better, 
Theo the Efoperour in a fury ſaid, Zither leave 
off your prating, or dye with your Friend, To 
whom Zogizs anſwered, It doth not become an 
honeſt man, for the prolonging of hs life, to de- 


fert that which i lawful and right , nor, for the © 


auvoidmg of death, te confute by his deeds the 
things which he hath ſpuken agreeable to reaſon. 
The things which 1 have Spoken tend to this, 
That you way ſee how wnjuſt a death you occaſion 
ro Tapeus : for where there us no fault, there ts 


#10 room for punsſhment, The Emperour vexed 


at this conftancy, commanded them both pre- 


ſently to be lain, ot knowing ( ſayes the Hi- * 


ſtorian } That it is more glorwns to aye is the 
maintaizing of friendſlnp, than to preſerve ones 
life by unfaithfulueſs. 

(3.) We read of great /ove among other 


Relations. (gp) Vrbinius Papinianthe Roman, * 


had a Servant, who hearing that the Souldiers 
were about to ſlay him, came to him, and chan- 
ged Apparel with him, took, his Ring and pat it 
on his own finger, and letting him out at the back- 
deor, Went aud lay, down in his Maſters Bed, (0 
that when the Souldiers came, taking him for 
the Maſter, they ſlew him, who willingly choſe 
death to ſave his Maſters life. This was great 
love in a Servant. (h) Tiberius Gracchns ha- 
ving found two Snakes in his Houſe, was told, 
that upon letting go the Male it would be ſudden 
death to his Wife, and to himſelf upon letting go 
the Female : but he preferring his wives life be- 


fore his own, commanded the Male to be killed , 
ana 
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2 and himſelf dyed ſoon after. This was great 
7 love of a Husband ro his Wife, (41) Cabadis i Ctar#'s 


K 114 of Perſia being Depoſea, and ſhut Hp 7. cloſe Mirror, 


# Priſon, and his Brother Blazes ſet #p in his room, fol, p.293- 
2 the Wife of Cabadis firſt procures Horſes to be 


laid in the wayes, and then ingratiating her ſelf 


; | with the Priſen-Keeper, got leave often to viſit 
* her Husband. At laſt ſh: changed Apparel with 


' him, and he getting thereby ont of Priſon, fled 


1 pon thoſe Horſes, and at laſt recovered his K ine- 


dome again: bur ſhe being diſcovered, was by 
the command of Blazes cruelly put to death, This 
was great love of a Wife co her Husband. 
"Twas pgreart love in David as a Father, which 
made him mournas he did for A&/o{o,, though 
anungrareful and ungracious Son, and to wiſh 
that he had dyed for him, 2 Sam. 18.33. And 
it was great love of a Son to a Father, which 
was ſhewed by one of Toledo (as (k) Fulgeſwus 


tears, till he obtained that his Father might be 
releaſed, and himſelf killed in his room. I am 
ſenſible how far beyond my firſt intentions I 
have enlarged my ſelf in the mention of theſe 
examples, and therefore craving the Readers 
pardon for this excxr/ion, I ſhall quickly ac- 
commodate the whole to my preſent purpoſe, 
whenI have given one inſtance moreof brother 
ty love among Chriſtians, the rule whereof is 
ſet very high, That trom the conſideration of 
the love of Chriſt; in laying down hislife for us, 
we 019 bt to lay down onr lives for the Brethren, 
L feh, 3,16. and this example which I am now 

© 


k Fuleoſ. 
relatesthe ſtory) whoſe Father being condemned WP vs 


to dye, he never left entreating by prayers and 4. p. 15% 
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FY:: The tranſcendency of Chriſks Love 
to mention, comes up to it, In the ſeventh 
I Clark's Perſecution under Decizs, (1)at Antioch, Theo. 
-_ dora  goaly Virgin, refuſing to ſacrifice to the 
, = * Idols, was condemned by the Fudge to the Stevys, 
The ſame Which Sentence being executed, there were many 


ſtory I find wantox young men reaay at the door, topreſs ints 


in 4mb:0/e gþe Hlonſe Where fhe Was : but one of the Breth- © 


his ſecond 
Book con- 
cerning © 
Virgins; in, he perſwaded her to change garments with 
enly the him, and [o foe in the Souldiers habit eſcaped 
names of 
the perſons 


are not wondr ang of the People , being found A man, 
mention- Hereupon he Was preſented to the Preſident, to 


ed Operun Whom he preſently confeſſed the whole matter, 
Tom. 4* 
mrs 5M condemned ; which Theodora hearing of, think- 
Ma {on 5 ing toexcuſe him, ſhe came and preſented her ſelf 


AQs of the to the Fudge 4s the guilty party, defring that ſhe 


ren, called Didymus, patting on 4 Souldiers ba- 


Church. -»;ght be condemned, and the other excuſed : but | 


p.11. 
Marc, M1- 
rul, Spa'at. 
de 's <xy inhumanely condemned them bath, firſt to be be- 
bene vi- 
vends, lib. executed. Here was great /ove; and indeed [ 


3: ©3P-2- haveall along ſingled out the'moſt eminent in- 
Find. ton- Pances which I have met with, of /ve among 


the cruel Fudge neither con(6dering the vertue of 


dof, Thea- the Childrew of Men. But yet all this lizs far | | 


trum Hiſto- ſhort of Chriſts love towards us : For 
Oy m:- (1.) Thereis fo yaſt a difference betwixt the 
') P-499- perſons ſuffering, that the beſt of them are nor 
to be compared with Chriſt, who is worth zex 
thouſand of us; and the life which he laid down, 
infinitely more yaluable ghan ten thouſand of 
ours. ES (2,) The 


aWay, and Didymus was left to the rage and © 


bit, would have the firſt admittance, and coming 


profefſing himſelf to be a Chriſtian, and ſo was * 


_ 


Vu. 


the perſons, nor the innocency of the cauſe, moſt 


headed, and then burnt, which was atcordingly \_ 


of Swe 4. 
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(2.) The death which chey underwent, was" Etcor 
debr which muſt have been paid by all of them _ = A 
ſooner or later, whether they would or no 2 1;4 eſt, 
bur Chriſt lay under no c/igarios to dye, only cum quis 
$he volxntarily undertook ir tor our ſakes. pro amco 
(3-) The objefs for which they ſuffered, P9** 4nt- 

F . "I" mam; UIXx 
* were amiable and obliging : It was for a Comn-;,...7p, 

+ rrey, for (m) Friends, fora Wife, for a Huſ= jus, pv bo- 
..* band, fora Maſter, fora Child, fora Father, #9 quis mo- 

© for a fellow-Chriſtian : but it was otherwiſe "447. 4t 

here : Chrift died for angedly ſinners and eve- pages <7 
'* mics, asI rold you before : lorhat if we conſi- ,,,;v, lt, 
der Chriſt in the greatneſs and glcry of his per= quit q:45 

. ſon, and Manin his mcanneſs, wileneſs ard op-p'o inimice 
poſition to Himſelf, and then cgntider /ove?9* nr” 
breaking forth from Chriſt ſo ſar towards ſuch _—_ PRs 
"> a one, asto0 ſhed his blood, and lay down his life 64; amor 

? tor him, and that upon no other account, but iztcr hom: - 
7 his own free ard wndeſerved love, it may make *s Yepert- 
27 us cry out with admiration, How great ts his hs oe 
4 goodneſs! how preat ts his love ! This is that pro inimi« 

- which raifeth the /ove of Chriſt fo far above, cs /u;s | 

out of our ſight and reach: (n) That ſo great mortuus 
+, aperſon ſhould love fo low, and wile ones, as we '- ; _ 

' were; ſomuch, and that freely : For ( to ule _ FE 

the words of ( 0) Ambroſe ) who can gather A more, Cupii 
cxemplum 
rllum extat inter bomines, os prcf cus ct. Rolloc. in Joan. 5 Boos 
n Tanius nos dilexit tan'um, & gratts, tantilles & tals. Ber, de 
dil. Deo. p« 296. o Quis erim poteſt collige:e miyiter is hujus thars- 
{11s 1attouem, ut & Dens hominis cauſu home 2: ſcercricr, deinile mo- 
rerctiuy pro hominibus, pro ſervis Domins, pro creatura Creators pre 
rmpiis Pius ? Prodrcy quid 1a nos dilexit ? Aut ut quid noſtrum ha- 

; beret, qui nullius indiget ? nunquid 20% Charitas hec [ye ſerentvars 

hominum eſt ? Aut quis haminum poterit hans charitatem alicins exaut- 
bere, quanquim wp ar kt, ag per hos ſup:1eminet humana commenta ? 
Amro. in Tex: ME kh reaſe7 


- 
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p N94 £21118 reaſon of the myſtery of this love, that God for y 
e(t paiti'» Afans ſake ſhould become Man, and then dye fer 
= =p Men, the Lord for Servants, the Creator for 
cus, nos a- bis Creatnre, the Holy One for the Ungodly ? / 
lis qui/» Wherefore did he thus love us? What was it to © 
quam,qu gain of ours, who himſelf ſtands in need of ns- © 
nos tit" thing? 1s not this love above the knowledge of © 
ta dilex- 
it, quan. en ? or, Who among the Sens of Men can ſvew 
tum tw, this love to another, though there be no compare, 
Domine, and in this ſurpaſſcth all humane conception ? / 
oo _—_ Was ever love like this? No, it is ;zncompara- 7; 
ringer ble : for (as (p) one ſpeaks) There is neithcr © 1, 
tur queſo, Father, nor Alother, nor Friend, nor any other, 
amant:fi= who hath loved us ſo much as thou, O Lord, who 
me? Done hat maae us: Let therefore, I beſeech thee, 0 


m——— loving Lord, the hotly-flamsmg, and ſWeetly- 


a F b * ; . 
pear ny flowing force of thy love ſwalloW up my mind from * 


que ſub ce all things under Heaven,that I may Wholly cleave 
bo ſunt, 12- unto thee, and be only fed, delighted, and ever & 


nitt, & overcome with thy ſweetneſs, 1 hat*s the fourth 
mell:;flat Aronmenc of 
VIS It A g 4 ts 
9071s, it 

tots 116i inhercam, ſol ig, ſuauitatis tux dulcedine paſcar , de- > 
lecier, inebizcr, 1dior, Contemplats, de Amore Divino., cap. g. p- *; 


(mb ) 353. 


nm,  v © £5 
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 ſemtiro ar:d applying of this love to us, that we 
* may have ſome apprehenſion of it, and acquain- 


" tance with ir. 


wow the Children of Men," 


| 922222222090 


CHAP, IV. Sed. 1. 


the way which God rakes'for the repre- 


(1.) For Repreſentation. Thelove of Chriſt 
appears to be incomprehenſible, becauſe the 
courſe Which is taken for bringing 1 to ſome ſight 
of it, is by mediums and reficflions, The lighe 
of the Sur is ſo ſtrong and piercing, and our fighe 
ſo weak and tender, that our eyes are dazled 


© whenwe Hoh direftly upon it : and therefore 


cy 
\ 


the belt ſight we have of it is by ſome medinns 


#7 or reflefticn. Such is the /ove of Chriſt: the 


' beams of it from the (q) Sun of Righteonſneſs 


- are ſo fruxg, that it would ſoon overcome Our 
'* weak and dimm ſight to 1k diretly upon it, 


+ 
4 


' and therefore he ſhadows it out to us, and re- 


# fleciruponus, that we may diſcern ſomething 
= ofir. You know how the Charch under the 


&; 
- 
= 
: 
: 


old Teſtament had Chriſt and his Love ſpade\v- 


ed out under T ypes and S cri fices,and we have 
the repreſersation. of the ſame Chri/?, and the 


SI 


Y next Aroument ſhall beraken from Arg. 5. 


q Mal. 47 


2, 


# ſame Love (for (r) he rs the ſame yeſterday, to x 116). 15, 
| day, and for ever ) under the zord and Sacra- 
ments, which are the glaſſes, by which we /e- 
part that love of 


E 2 


\ 


s 


3 darkly, and haup in 


Chriſt, 
which 


8, 
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which we cannot ſee direfly as it is, nOr know 
perfeft ly in this life, Indeed cars have advan. 
rage Of theirs in point of clearneſs : but (hill rhe \- 
repreſentations which we have are by mediums, 
not immediately, which we cannot bear. '1 his © 
throughour the Scriptere we have the /cve cf 
Chriſt to his people ſhadowed outurder the re- 

ſemblance vf fuch relations, os are neareſt, and 
moſt obviores to us, and beſt known by us. As ? 


a (y) Hm4band to his zyife, &. Now God"" 
xs. doth hereby condeſcend to ſpeak to us, as it, 
Heb. 2. were ior oWn [diom and language, that we 
T3- _ Miglit have ſome glimpſe of that love reffeftes *; 


_ .,, through theſe relations, which we c:nnot ſully: 
w Joh, 15, ©0Pceive, nor waderſtand as it is in it ſelf. To 
I4» which 1 add this alſo, That the main end c&: 
x Heb 2. Chrilis coming in the fleſh, and taking onr nature 
IT: upon lim, was to b-j»o himſelf zeaxr tO us, 
y EP ©- rot only that he might be capable of expreſlin 
2526, 27+ y e migNht be capa P , 


'* his aveto usin ſuch a way as we needed, by dj; ; 
51g and /xffering for us, bur alſo that we might ©! 


be more familiarly acquainted with his own, and "3, , 


his Fathers love towards us, as he gave an? 
z #Znyii- (2) Exegeſis and declaration of it in ovr nat ure, ? 
on 10. which in it ſelf paſſeth knowledge, q 
Joh. 1-12. (2) For Application, The love of Chriſt 


appears to be great and incomprebenſsble, foral- I; 


much as after ic hath been declared and repre- > 
ſented inthat plain and fawiliar way which you 
have heard of, yer ſofar hurt are we of wnder- 
ff anding it to any goon piirpoſe, hy our own yea- 

er, 


towards the Children of Mew, 


Fox, and abilities of nature, 'that without the 
'*F:/p of the Spirit, we cannot attain unto any 
aving knowledge of it, This therefore is the 
reat work which the Spirit hath to-do in the 
harch, and for which he proceeds from the 
*Father and the So, namely to bring the El:& 
V oa fight, tafte and experience Of this 7ove of 
Chriit, and roJead them on umto further mea- 
-ſnres, and higher degrees in this knowledge and 
protec till they acrain perfe&Fin, To this 
Zend our bleſſed Savior being to leave the 
world, leaves a promiſe: of the H:ly Ghoſt to 
. ſpp) his abſexce, Joh. 16. 7. and he tells us | 
what his office and 5»ſineſs ſhould be, both in © * 
| "Ireference to to the zyorld, and in reference to}; 
"Believers. In reference to thepyorld, that were ;11,pmis.: 
et Strangers, his buſineſs was to bring them Spiritxs, 
o Chriſt, to kzvw and taſte of his love, and # 99ducne 
har, by convincing them of (in, righteouſneſs | —_ 
d judgement, v. 8,9,10,11. In reference jg, (44 w; 
9 Believers, that were already called and cox- theſauros 
werted, his buſineſs was to bring them to far. tos, quiin 
her acquaintance with Jeſus Chrift, and fuller et, "4 
xp:rience of his /ove. Thus he tells chem v. 14. referer, In 


(a) He ſhall glorifie me : for he ſhall receive of ſumma, 
mine, and ſhew it unto you ;,, He ſhall give you no: alizs 
*S$turcher inſight into the myſterics of my love, 1am Chii. 
Awhich 1 could tell you of my ſelf, but that you ft ne 
Fcannet bear them now, v.12, The Apoſtle ma. Du 
*Zconfirms this, whotells us, That as no man knows tus, ut cjus 
g the things of a man, but the ſpirit of man which $oriam 

ts in him, ſo no man knoVvs the things of God, bat oo og 
"the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. 2.11, But how then et 
Icome any of us to know them > Why, (ayes he, 19. 
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God hath revealed them to ws by his Spirit, v. 10. 

who istherefore given to believers, that they .' 

may know the things that are freely given they of | 
b 4voſtols God, (b) v. 12. and among other things they | 
pcr P4130 come to kyow the love of Chriſt, and to know it | 


na lum « 
er more abundantly by the Spirit : for, ſayes the 


inp :;:is, fame Apoltle, The love of God is ſhed abroad in 1 
amo fire our hearts by __— Ghoſt, which us given to \* 
un 7- 1, Rom. F. 5. The firfs fight, and farther 11? 
rergit, ., raftes of the leve of God in Chrif, is from the \f! 
14m nthi! / % *1 
1:5; ns Holy Ghot. Now as the gift. of the Spirit is in |! 
in Chriſlco it felfa grent gift of love, and 1ndeed next to |; 1 
þ larg:1. the gift of Chrtft the greateſt, (the Evangelif' 
Bez.in loc, makesit equivalent to all good things, Luke 11. 4 
x3. compared with Mat. 7. 11, ) ſoit argue + 

the /cve of Chriſt to be exceeding great, that the *., | 

OJorrorss Spirit of God is g1ven On purpolc to. | 

bring us to-arguaintarce' withit, If we were: 4 


able ro comprehengit of our ſelves, there would 
be no need of the Holy Ghoſts influence, and! 
a/Iut ance to bring usto the right wnderſtandin; 
ot it, That'sthe fifth Argument. he 


_— 
—  ———_— —————_—_ —_— — - ——— — 


Sort, @+ ii) : 


Are. 6; N\ Y next hp is this, The loye of 
| Chriſt muit needs be a love paſling - 
knowledge, "becauſe thoſe who have attained t) © 
= the higheſt pitth in the knowledge of this love, a | 
Jet fall far ſhort of knowing it to perfettion in thu 
We; and yer the preſent Frairs ava :ffetts of what 
they ao attain unto, are very great and incom- 


prehenſible. 


_ - 4 » - 
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Mprebenfible, This Argament hath two Branchs 

Fe, and both tend to confirm the truth in hand, 

# (1.) Thoſe who have attained to the higheff 
"Fitch in the knowleage of ths love of Chriſt, do 

it Þyet fall far ſhort of knowing it to perfeFtion in this 

he 8 /ife, which is an undoubted evidence of its i» 

in comprehenſible greatneſs. Alas! 1it is but /irrle, 

ty © very little, which the beſt of Saints do know of 

:x .._ It here upon Earth, in compariſon of whar is 

he to be known, and ſhall be known of it by them 

in In Heaven, Even Paxl himſelf, who went as 

to. far as any in the knowledge of Chriſt and his | 
;þ © dove, yer confeſſeth that he (c)/aw but through © * Core 
T. 


13. 13» 


a vlaſs darkly, and knew but in part. Wheat ; 
& - ſpeaks of Chriſt, he ſpeaks of: him as one in 
ie. whom are (d) «nſearchable riches, and when d Eph. 3. 
0. he mentions the /ove of Chriſt inthe Text, he 3: 
re © be calls it a love which paſſcth knowledge. Ask 
3 a Saint that hath had the fulleſt and longeſt 
® knowledge and experience of Chriſt, and his /yve, 
,;©© and he will tell you, he hath __ no more 
*-* than what leaves him admiring the fulneſs which 
' Is in Chriſt, which he is never able to compre- 
bend , he will tell you of a p/zs nltra (till, which 
' which he can never reach; an Abyſſe of love, 
* which he can never farhome, It pleaſeth him 
| F indeed to /ive a»d aye in the ſtudy and meditati- 
% onof it, yet without hopes of coming co the 
14 perfeft knowledge of it, though he ſhould live « p1erim: 
S 1 Methuſelahs age, hewill confeſshimſelfat laſt pars eorum 
' 7 tobea meer Jgnoram in thethings of Chriſt, 9% ſcim:s 
7 ] and (e) that the greateſt part of what he knows, rnnc 


; pars CONUMWT 


x but the leaſt part of that which he knoWs not. Te neſci- 


7 ; The devout Author of the Contemplations of Di- m1. 
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wine love concealed himſelf, and ſet them forth 

under the name of 74:ora, and dior, it may, be, | 
from an humble apprehenſion of his own igne- | 
yance Of that love which he wrote of, But this : 
15 not to be underitood as ariſing trom any de. } 


7* on the Spirics part, asif he were not able to 


reach this love peyfeft ly ; but on oxy part, be- | 
cauſe bejng finite and frail creatures, we are not F 
- ſubjefts capable of receivingit fxlly as it is. In» Þ 
deed if Chri# ſhould ler forch himſelf in the ſul- © 
neſs of his /ovc towards his Saints, conſidered | 
in their preſent mortal and impey ſett eſtate, they 


were never ahle to bear it, but mult uſe the 
language of Chriſt to his Spoxſe, according to |: 


f Cant. 6, Our Tranſlation, (f) T ars away thine of from 
F* we, for they bave evercome me. (though as ſpo- 
ken by Chrift, it is otherwiſe interpreted by 
e Ainſ. (8) Expoſitors) And therefore God 1s wont to 
worth in reſcrvethe fulleſt draught of this /weeteſt pp ine 
CC, cill laſt, to ſtrengthen his Children againſt £4- 
tans aſlaults, (which are uſually fiercelt towards 
their latter end) and to ſweeten their paſſage 
hence, which is accompanied with ſuch admi- 
rable effe7s, as is a further evidence of the 
greatzeſs of that love from whence it proceeds ; 
which is the ſecond Branch of the Argument. 


(2.) The preſent fruits and effetts of what | 


Belirvers do attain wnto in the knowledge of 
Chrifts love, are many times ſo great, as av unt- 
aoubteadly argue the love it ſelf tobe far greater. 
If the fruits of this love be ſuch as paſs under. 
ſtanding, this love it ſelf muſt needs do ſo much 
more. Yd efficit tale, illud eft magis tale. 
And yet ſoit is. The Apoſtle makes _— 
0 
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of ſuch things as (h) eye hath not ſeen, nov ear h 1 Cor. 
heard, neither have entred into the heart of man, 2: 9- 
prepared by the Lord for them that love him : _ 
which is primarily to be underitood of thoſe P ls, 
Favours and Love-rokens which God beſtows D:; grari.. 
upon his people here , that Goſpel-5oy, and pre- 45, que fi- 
ſent comforts which Saints have in this /ife, _—_ 
that premium ante premium, tor he reſerves "ns 
not all for the life co come, but gives afew ;,,/ cy, 
Grepes ol Canaan in this ilderneſs, Thus in in loc. 
another pl:ce he makes mention of (1) the Peace . 749- 
of God Which paſſeth all underſtanding, which '*Þil. 4: 
Behevers experience whiles they are here below, 7” 
to the keeping their hearts and minds as in a 
Garriſon, againſt all aſſaults. And another 
(k) Apoltle cells us of a joy unſpeakable, and full k 1 P.1. 
of glory, which believers have trom Jeſus Chriſt, * 
and the ſenſe of his /wve apprehended by faith. 
The preſent peace, comfort and joy of a Chriſtian 
in this life, is many times unifeakable and 1un- 
conceivable, that paſſeth all underſtanding : 
how much more then that /ove which influen. 
ceth all this? Ifthere be ſo much in the frmir, 
the effec, the ffream, what is there in the 
root, the cauſe, the fountain ? Surely the /ove 
of Chriſt muſt needs be exceeding preat, when 
the ſhedding of it abroad into the hearts of his 
people by his Spirit, in alittle more than ordi- 
nary meaſure, whiles they are upon earth, 
doth ſo tranſport them into an extaſie of »»- 
expreſſible joy and conſolation, as ſometimes it 
doth; eſpecially thoſe diſcoveries of himſelf, 
and manifeſtations of his love, which he makes 
to ſome of his ſpecial Favonrites towards their 

| diſfolution, 
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«* 


diſſolution, which 1 hinted before, and ſhall! I je 


here give a double inſtance of it in two famous : 


i M.Eeighs Chriitians, the one is of (1) Mr. Fohn Holland, 
Scrmon at an eminent Miniſter of the Goſpel in his time , 


= _ He, the day before he dyed, as often before, fo 4 


Brettereh, then more eagerly, called for a Bible, ſaying, 


p- 16-17. Come, O come, death approacheth , let us 


gather ſome flowers to comfort this hour : 

which being brought, he turned With his own 

hands to the eight Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 

Romans, and giving the Bock to a ſtander by, 

bid bim read. At the end of every Verſe he made 

a pauſe, and gave the ſen/e of it. Having thus 

continued his Meditation and E xpoſition for the 

Space of tipo honres, or more, on the ſudden he 

ſaid, O ſtay your reading, what brightneſs 1s 

this I ſee? Have you light up any Candles? 

To Which he that ſtood by, anſWwered, No, itis 

the Sunſhine : for ir was about five a Clock in a 

clear Summers Evening. Sunſhine (ſaith he) 

nay, it 15 my Sayiours ſhine : Now farewell 

m This is World, welcome Heaven : the Day-ftar from 

in her life, on high hath viſited my heart, O ſpeak it when 

which was T am gone, and preach it at my Funeral : God 

wricten DY dealech familiarly with Man : I feel his Mercy 

a Fricnd, : , : » 

and joyn- I ſee his Majelty, whether in the body or our 

ed with ofthe bodyT cannot tell, God knoweth ; but 
che Scr- T ſeethings that are unutterable. 

—_— The other is of (m)Mrs, Katharine Brettergh, 

ed ; and © gracious Gentlewoman, ofthe Family of the 

another HBreexs in Cheſhire, She, in the beginning of 

Sermon that Sickneſs whereof ſhe dyed, had a very ſore 

wpon th! conflict with Satan, who prevailed ſo far, as to 

caſtor. © bring her into great doubt and fear — 

or 
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her condition : but it pleaſed God before her 


death, ro brwiſe Satan under her feet, and to 
make her more than a Conqueronr, filling her with 

joy, and peace 1» believing : 10 thatthe joy of 
her heart broke out at her lips, in ſuch expreſſi- 
ons as theſe, Whiles her Husband read the 1 77h. 
Chapter of 7ehy, when he came to the ninth 
Verſe, ſhe cryed out, © Lord Feſw, doſt thou 
pray for me? O bleſſed, and ſweet Saviour, how 
wonderful ! how wonderful | how wonderfal are 
thy Mercies ! Then reading the 224, Verſe, 
with marvellous joy ſhe utteted the words of 
David many times over, 7 confeſs before the 
Lord his loving kindneſs, and his Wonderfml 
works before the Sons of Men : for be hath ſa« 
tified my ſonl, and filled my hungry ſoul with 
goodneſs, When he came to the 24th. Verſe, 
the ſaid, Now [ perceive, and feel the connte- 
nance of Chriſt my Redeemer ts turned towards 
me, and the bright-ſhining beams of his mercy 
Spread: over me. And then again remembrins 
ſome paſſages in that Chapter, ſhe ſaid, O my 
{weet Saviour, ſhall I be one with thee, as thou 
art one with thy Father ? and wilt thow glorefie 
me with that glory which thou hadſft with the Fa- 
ther before the World was? And doft thon ſo 
teve me ( who am but duſt and aſhes) to make 
me partaker 'of #lory with Chriſt ? what am I, 
poor wretch, that thon art ſo mindful of me? 
Oh how wonderful | how wonderfsl ! how wont- 
derfal is thy love! Oh thy love ts unfeakable 
that haft dealt ſo gratuuſly with me ! Oh 1 feel 
thy mercies, and oh that my tongue and heart 
were able to ſound forth thy praiſes as 1 __— | 
an 
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and a1 I'Wwillingly would do! Afterwards ſhe 


had theſe expreſſions, Now bleſſed Lord, thy 
eomfortable preſence is come; yea Lord, thou 


haſt had reſpett to thy Handmaid, and art come 
with fulneſs of joy, and abundance of conſolati- 
ens, Obleſſed be thh Name, O Lord my Ged' 


Again, a Chriſtian Friend coming to lee her, 3 


and marvelling at her exceeding joyes, deſired |? 


the continuance of them ; whereupon ſhe burit 


out, and ſaid, Oh the joyes ! the joyes | the joyes | 


that I feel inmy ſoul! oh! they be Wonderful ! 
hey be wonderful | they be wonderful | Anda- 
241n, not long after, ſhe ſaid to a Miniſter who 
came to ſec her, Oh! my ſoul hath been compaſ- 
ſed about with terrours of death, fear within, 
and fear Without ; the ſorrows of Hell Were upon 
me, kmts and knorres were upon my ſoul, and 4 
roaring Wilderneſs of woe was within me : but 
Weed. bleſſed, bleſſed be the Lord my God, who 
kath wat left me comfortleſs, but like a god 
Shepherd, hath he brought me into a place of reſt, 
even to the ſweet running Waters of Life, that 
fiow our of the Sanftnary of Goa, and he hath led 
we into the green Paſtures, Where I am fed, and 
exceedingly comforted, &c. Oh» bleſſed be the 
Lord) Oh! bleſſed be the Lord,” that hath thus 
comforted me, and bath brought me now to aplace. 
more ſweet unto me than ihe Garden of Eden ! 
Oh the joy oh thegoy | the delightſome joy that f 
feel! Oh hoty wonderful | how Wonderful | how 
Wonderful i this joy | Oh! praiſe the Lord for 
his mercies, and for thu joy, which my ſoul feel- 
eth full well, Praiſe his Name for evermore. 
And thus ſhe continued, t1ll at laſt ſhe ſlept 4 

cne 


; 
2 


towards the Children of Men, 


the Lord. Now from all this put together, 
1 conclude, That ſeeing the /ove of Chriſt ſhed 
abroad 1n the hearts ot his people, hath ſuch ad- 
mirable effects to the filling of them with ſuch 
uniþeakable joy and comfort and ſeeing it is bur 
liccle in compariſon, which che higheſt, beſt, 
and molt priviledged Saints do know, and taſte 
of this /ove, here below : ſurely this /ove mult 
needs have an exceeding preat, and incompre- 
benſible fulneſs in it ſelf, That's che ſixth Ar- 
gument, 


_—_ 


Sea. 3, 


Y next Aro»ment is this, It appears to be Arg. 7- 


a love which paſſeth knowledge, becanſe 
when the (pirits of juſt men ſhall be mage perfett 
13 Heaven, where they fhall know, and receive 
moſt of this love, yet even then they ſhall not be 
able to comprehend all of it, but rather be com- 
prehended by it. Its true, that in Heaven the 
capacities of the Saints ſhall be enlarged to the 
utmoſt, and they ſhall be filled according to 
thatenlargement, they ſhall want norhing to 
make them perfe&ly bleſſed, they ſhall have as 
much of this love in the bearificalfruits of it, as 
they can hold, and ſhall be able to hold incom- 
parably more than now they can ; but yeteyen 
then and there they will not beable to holdir 
all : for that which is infinite, can never be 
comprehended by that which is finite, there be- 
ing no propoxtion betwixt them, So that 


' 
t1:11g 7 
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n Dc.Scla» what is ſaid of the joy of our Lord in ZZar 25. 


rey on 2x. istrueofthe love of our Lord, jtstoo big 
Thef. p. toenter into us, therefore we mult enterinco © 
50- it. Asa large Veſſel putinto the Ocean takes | 


7-8 


o N15 ipſs in of the water till it be full, yet cannot contaia # 


ſentimus 
efſundi a- edup : ſo the Saints, who here ſip and talte of 


mm PU ye love of Chriſt, ſhall in Heaven drink more ? 
of it, till they be everlaltingly ſwallowed up by 
oſ:i copia it, Jeſus Chriſt, even ar his ſecond coming, 3 


nt corda 
moitrac Pl - 


p*r Sy2r:ti when he ſhall take up his Saints to be where he 


Sax(Fum, jc oh. 14. 3. tobehold, thatis, enjoy his glo- 7 


qu1 dats 


eſt nobis : T7)» 70h. 17.24. will even then be admired ir 


fed totum all them that believe, 2. T beſ. 1. 10. admired % 
{eme! com- for that love which brought them thither, and | 


p-ch:ndere- admired for that glory which they ſhall enjoy 


in hac w- ; 
14 won poſe there, as the fruits of this love. 


alter ved enjoyers with Wonder at the gract, behalders 


<itd ſfupe- with no leſs than admiration at the power of the | 
A = beſtower. when a glorified Saint ſhall conſider | 
lam dine. himſelf raiſed from the duſt, yea the danghill, © 


Eioncm, to fot with Princes, tobe made like, and equal to 
2eq, tamen the Angels, to ſee God, and enjoy an exceeding 
etram 11 1nd eternal weight of glory, When he hath deſer- 


e11mns 
CYCALNTE 


rificat 
poterit it- extolling, and admiring the rich grace and love 


finitam it- of the great God, and our Saviour. Feſms Chriſt ? | 


tam tot. 
mp we onr ſelves (ayes (0) Relloc ) do now per- 


acre, 16 
in Do eſt: ſaltemid ſam, quod ills tharitate toti umplebimiuy, 
04% Dry 6:17 orpig in omen, Rollog. in Joan. p. 796, 


Ce1492 


ved no ſuch matter, but the contrary, and thou- 
etiam glo- ſand, yea millions of men, his equals, if nos his | 
betters, paſſed by , how Will it fill ſuch a one with | 


it all, bur when it can hold no moreisſwallow- 3 


(n) The mea- © 
ſums. In ſure of the glory will be ſo great, as ſhall fill the Þ 


a Fea  _ — cam ny, rv > wr mm, ay Ha TT 


towards the Children of Men, 


'S crive the love of God to be ſhed abroad in great 
JJ plenty into onr hearts by the Holy Gbeſt, which ts 
2 -iven wnto 5 : but we are not able to comprehend 
it altegether at once in this life, Andin the life 
tocome, we ſhall be amazed at that admirable 
love, though even then the mind of a glerified 
creature ſhall not be able to comprehend all that 
infinite love which 24 in God : Tet this at leaſt we 
= now know, That we ſhall be altogether filled with 
3 that love, when God ſhall be all in all, Tocon- 
2 clude this, how exceeding great muſt that love 
*# needs be, which the Saints 1n glory ſhall nor be 


& able fully ro comprehend ! Thar's the ſeventh 
22 Argument, 


Se, 4, 


M Y laſt Argument, wherewith [ ſhall con- Arg, 8. 
zVA4 clude whatT have to ſay, as to the Do- 

Arinal pare of this Propoſition, is this, The 

love of Chriſt muſt needs paſs all humane, (p) for fu roman 
it ſarpaſſ, eth all Anoelical knowleage. The An- ationem, 
gels being pure Intelligentie, of pure Tntelligen- nempe hit= 
ces, and of larger capacities than the reſt ot the 74747 4- 


creatures, do know more than we, yet their por. An = 
knowledge is but like that of the creatures, ,,. 4, :- 


finite and limited , (q ) though by their natu- Joc. ut [+ 
ral knowledge they know many things, yet net 717. _ 
all things, There are many things which they 1 ©” oy 
are ignorant of : they know not the hearts of _— 
eſe -mnlia ſciant, mil a amen tim neſcie, © Eftius in $enrent. 


4 lib, 2, Gift. 7, DP. 75» 


me? ys 
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men, 1 Kings 8,39. nor many things to come, 


1/a. 41. 23. not the rime when the Day of 7 udge. 


ment ſhall be, Aſat. 24. 36. This great my- 


ſtery of Chriſt, and his love in redeeming and |} 


ſaving of Man, thz very Angels themlelyes 


knew not at the firlt : for as the Apoltle ſpeaks, | 
Eph. 3. 9. It was from the beginning of the | 
World hid in God , nor could they havo knoWn it | 
at all by a natural knowledge. 1fall che Angels # 
in Heaven had ſite in counſel from the begin- * 


ning of the World to this day, for contriving a 
way to ſave man, /alv.i Det juſt iti ', they could 


never have foundit out; nor could they haye * 


known it when it was contrived, it he who con- 
trived had - concealcd it : but they came to 
know it ar the firſt by revelation trom God. 
How ſoon it was revealed to them, is not re- 
vealed unto us, and therefore cannot be deter- 
mined by us : yer this appears, chat the know- 
ledge which they had of it by revelation, wis 
not compleat at firſt, but w2s improved by ob. 


ſervation and experience, * Hence that di- | 


ſtinRtion of che knowledge of Angels ( among 
the Schoolmen) into Nataral, Revealed and 
Experimental. Their natural knowledge was 


improved, qzoad ſpeciem, by Revelation : by 


it they know that which they knew not before , 
and their knowledge by revelation was impro- 
ved quoad gradum, by Experience : by it they 
knew in fuller meaſure what they knew before; 
they knew the ſubſtance of it by revelation, but 
the circumſtances of it more clearly and fully by 
experience and obſervation. Gods revealing it 
to thera at firſt in che general, hath made them 

1076 
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towaras the Chilares of Men, 


more eager in purſuit of che particulars; hence 
it is ſaid, 1 Per. 1.12, That the Angels deſire to 
luk_ into the myſtery of Chriſt and the Gosþel ; 
and the words thcre uſed are emphatical, en iHvu- 
801, which ſignitics an carneſt, ſtrong, and 
unſatisfied deſire ; @%05:r1-4a4, which ſignifies Anger ſi 
a diligent and accurate infþeCtion, to look and pry id 0 nun- 


65 


rarrowly, by ſtccdinr dawn to ſee the inſide of cupntury 
It's quod Deus 


things that are obſcure, and nnder cover. 


| chought to be an alluſion tv the polture of 


2 Cherubims, which were put upon the Mercy- 
'# ſeat with their faces looking down into it, Exod. tom, victu- 
25. Now there are two wayes eſpecially, by ©©,& do- 
which the knowledge of Angels'in the Myltery 7/74/79ne 
of Chriſt and his love, ſeems to be improved. 
(1.) By che Church. This is clear from 
Epheſ. 3.8, 9, 10. where the Apoſile tells us, \ Paul; au- 
that the manifold Ww1ſdome of God is made known 
by the Church to the Principalities and Powers in 
h:avenly places, that is, the Angels, (fo called 
(r) becauſe of their Princely power nnderGod over [ja cx Fu. 
the Kingdomes of the World, ) and this he ſayes 4c pari- 


was one intent of his preaching the Goſpel. 


had not been for the © hurches ſake that God 
would reveal fo glorious a my{tery, the Angels $::;un; 
in Heaven muſt have been for everignorant cf {t, in 419 
it, and after chey had received notice of it by conten:- 


private revelation from God , yet was their pt 


knowledge of it encreaſed by Gods diſpenſati- 


onsto, and inthe Church, by reaſon whereof 


the 2” 719 


MIAKM\M f 6+ 
am 9! [ta- 


er” Ccat, 
Calvy. in 
Evh.t. 21, 


ter virha 


F 


bug ha» 
0: (eaſt, 
quoi Fee! = 


It it Fer 20 Cee 


tibus colle. 
1. qu [7 


ntu' 
noch m'. 


rtf cam Det 


ſrprenttanry 


the Charch was (1) a plaſs, in which they ſaw, quam pii- 


and 15 ANſcies 
rant Calv. 


and obſerved the manifold Wiſdome of God, 


got further and fuller experience of the myſtery 
of Chriſls love, and our redemption thereby. 


F 


Thus 


in Ept. 3. 


to, 
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Thus by the Prophecies and Promiſes of the Old 
Teſtament, and by the performances and 
preaching of the New, and by the Providences 


4 


and Ordinences of both, (whereof the Church | 
was the fſext and center) the Argels came to | 


ſurther acquaintance with Chriſt, and the way 


of mans {+lyation by hym, winch they deſired 3 


to look into. 
(2.) By Chriſt himſelf, by beholding and 


attending upon him in cur nature, both as hum- 


bled on Ezrth, and cxalced to glory in Heaven, 7 


This is that which the Apoitle reckons as a part 
of the great Myltery of Godlireſs, 1 Tim. 3. 
16. that Chrilt'was ſec of Angels. They knew 
Chriſt was to come into the World by Divine 
Revelation, they knew more of him by thoſe 
Prophetical Predictions which were made of 
him; & more yet by attending upon him, & mi- 


niſtring unto him whiles ke was in out fleſh up- | 


on Farth, carrying on the Work of our Redep- 
ption;and yet more by beholdirg of himnow he 
15 glorified in Heaven, fitting in our nature at his 
Fachers right hand : And yet even now they 
know not all of Chriſt, and his loye towards us: 


there is that in Chriſt which dazles the Gght, | 2 


and exceeds the comprehenſion of rhe glorious 


Angeis. New ifthe love of Chrilt paſſerh their ©: 


knowledge, ſurely it muſt needs ſurpaſs ovrs. 
Ard thus I hope 1 have ſufficiently cleared 
and corſirmed the truth of my Aſſertion, 7 hat 


the love of Frſus Chriſt is exceeding great and in | 


gomprehenfible, 


CHAP, 


*” LE Ry. 
» 8 


' 


, 
. 


towards the Children of Men, 


Id * 
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I proceed now to Application, Applic. 


HE firſt and main Uſe which I ſhall U/e r. 
: make of ehis point, ſhall be to turn this The firſt 
' Prayerofthe Apoſtle for theſe Epheſians into an oe 0: its 
| Exhortation unto every one that ſhall read ,,,,,.. 
# theſelines, that he would make it his great bu- to know 
% finefs, ſtudy, and end-avour to know the Lord the love of 


Jeſus, and that in his loye, Chriſt, 


before you this grand attraRive of his /ave, to — 
Of ils 


f ; Salt; 2: 
| \ hk Y great deſire, and deſignis tO bring you The Pre- 
| t . earer 0 Chritt, and to that end TI lay facc to the 


draw you unto more acquaintance and familia- 
rity with him andit : therefore I fir{t preach- 
ed, and now publiſhir, an{T make it my ear- ; 
nelt requelt to you all, ro whom this ſhall come, Fs 
that you would not lay afide this advice which 1 *. 
now give you, of ſtudying this love of Chrift, 
and getting a ſound, ſaving kunwledge of it, e- 
ſpzcaally fecins it 1s a martcer of (o general, ſo ' 
ore1t and neceſſiry concernmen: , fo general, 
asthat none can exempt himſelf; fo great, as 
tat your 4/4 dep:nls upon it; and fo ne- ! 

02 cellary, fy 
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ceſlary, as that you are undone without 
if, 

| Thisis the great buſineſsof a Goſpel Mini- 
ſer, far himſelf and his People to ſtudy, know 
and preach Jeſus Chriſt, This was Paxls deter- 
mination among the learned Corinthians, 1 Cor. 
2. 2. to know nothing but feſus Chriſt, and kim 
crucified : for indeed this was the end of his 
Apoltleſhip, as he tells the Epheſians, Chap. 3. 
8. to preach among the Gentiles the unſearchable 
riches of Chriſt,” All our ſtudies and preach- 
ing, which are not Chrilt direRly or reduRive- 
ly, are but aegizgzc, things by the by, and will | 
not tend to any comfortable account art laſt. Þ 
We may pleaſe our ſelves, and it may be thoſe 
that hear us roo, by preaching other things : Þ 
but we ſhall not ſave our ſelves, and thoſe that © 
hear us, unleſs we preich Jeſus Chriſt, We | 
are but Prevaricacors jn our office, if Jeſus 
Chriſt be nor the Unzm Aagnzm , nay the 
Unum Maximxm inour Miniſtry, 

This is alſo the great buſineſs of every Chri- 
ſtian for himſelf, ro know Jeſus Chriſt ; our 
life dep2nds upon it, according to our Saviours 
own words, 75h. 17,3, Thi ts life cternal, to 
kroW thee the only true God, and feſus Chriſt 
whom thou baſt ſent. For the excellency of this 
knowledge, the Apoſile Pan counted all things 
but droſs and dyno, Phil. 3.8. This is the one 
thing neceſſary, without which all a mans other 
knowledge will but haſtea and heighten his 
condemnation, | 


bY! 


towards the Children of Men, 


$i Chriſt um diſcis, uhil eſt js catera neſcss, 
$i Chriſtum n:ſczs, nihil eſt ſi catera diſces, 


Engliſhed chus, 


If Chriſt thou know, it will {% ffice, 
7 hough elſe thou knoweſt naught , 
If Chriſt be hid, thou art not wiſe, 
T hough all elſe thou be taught. 


Now the love of Chriſt is ihe main matter to 
be (ſtudied, and known by every one who would 
ſtudy and know Jeſus Chriſt; and indeed we 
cannot miſs of love in the ſtudy and knowledge 
of Chriſt : for Chriſt is loye. His Name, hus 
Natures, his Offices, his Dodtrine, his Lite, 
his Deach, his Priviledges, his Qrdinances, his 
All have a deep tinRure of love in them, and 
this love is:0 be known, and that ic may be 
Z known, to be fludicd by us, by all of us, even 
7 thebeſtofus. | 
If you ſay, We hear this often enough, and 94je#. 
know this well enough, 
1 atſwer, * That is never ſaid enough, which Anſw. 
= #7 never learned enough ; And though you know * Nun- | 
the love of Chriſt, do you know it as you ought 94 [415 
to know it ? If you do not, you muſt go overit —_— 
again, that you may know it better ; and you ,,z» (er:x 
3 donot know Chriſt as you ought, nor his love diſcic:r. 
23 as you ought, until you haye him and it by 
"3 heart, You who know moſt and beſt, are yet 
to ſeek : you know but in part; there ave all the 


treaſares of wiſdome and knowledge hid in Chriſt, 
F 3 Col, 


4 2. 5g wwe, 
Pp X $0 £ 


Object, 


Avſw. 


'as faras we can; the unknowable love of Chriſt 


'Full a knowfedge as we miy. What wiſe'man | 
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Col. 2. 3. wnſearchable riches, Ephel. 3. 8. 
which can never be traced and tound our. Yeu 


ſtudy co know the loye of Chrilt, ſeeing it pa/- 
ſeth knowledge. | 
I Anſwer, Thatit's true the love of Chriſt is 
ach as paffeth knowledge ;, the riches of Chriſt 
Aareunſearchable riches ; but yer the unſearch- » 
*ble riches of Chriſt ſhould not make us idle, ® 
-but aRive;' in diggirg and ſearching them our 


may be all your time ſearching and digging into W . 
chem, and yet, chough you ſhould hve never WM . 

ſo long, not cometo the botrome at laſt, bur 
muſt breath out your ſoules with an & 690g, Will 
in the concluſion, «<< ! rhe arpth; tor this Ml , 
a lvoe whithpaſſeth knwledge, , 
If you fay, that itis an heartleſs, hopeleſs 
work which 1'put you upon, when I bid you 
| 


ſhould not deaden and trairen, but quicken 
and enlarge our appetite, ro endeavour after as | 


will and ſtill, or go b«*cx, becauſe hecannot 

finiſh his journey in a day 2 Will not mendig 
for Gold, becauſe they cannot get to the bot- |? 
tome of che Mine ? And ſhall we refuſe to'kuow ' 
as much'as we can of this love of Chriſt, becauſe | 
we cannot comprehend as much as there is? 
Far be it from ary of us to cheriſh any ſuch 
_—_ :; for the checking whereof conſi- | 

er, 

(1.) That you may know enough of Chriſt * 
and his love to ſerve for your ſouls ſalvation, © 
which its your great intereſt to mind and look 
aſter, as the great end of your being. 4 
-” "CS 2003 


towards the Children of Me, 


( 2. ) You ſhall not need fear to be cloyed 
and glutted in the ſtudy of this love , Varietas 
deleflat, variety delights ;, and there is ſo much 
variety in this one ſubje&, rhe love of Chriſt, 
as renders the ſtudy of it very deleRtable. - 

( 3.) The deeper you £0 in this love of 
Chriſt , the ſweeter, yea, if ( as * Platarch * Plat. 
notes ) Eudoxus Was content to be burut up by —m—y 
the Swn, if be might have liberty firſt to ſtand = 
ſo near, as to learn the figure, magnitude and (mihi) pt 
form of a Star, how much more and better 117. 
ſhould a Chriſtian be content to enter upon, 
and proceed in the ſearch, ſtudy, knowledge 
and underſtanding of this love of Chriſt, ill he 
beat laſt ſwallowed up of that which he is never 
able fully to comprehend! 


%. — — — 


Sed, 2, 


N the proſecution of this Exhortation, I 
. ſhall do theſe two things, 


1. I ſhall dire& your knowledge, that you 
may not miſtake abour it, 

2. I ſhall excite youto it by the encourage-= 

ments which the Apoſtle layes down abour 

| the Text, that you be not diſheartned, fo as 

to decline your duty in this particular , 7 


By way of Direion, which is needfu] ; for DircQions 
all knowledge of the love of Chriſt is not ſuffici- 220. our 
ent and ſaying ; there is a general, notional, ,,,. 1, 
Ipeculatiye, hiſtorical knowledge, which n Chriſt, 
__ c 
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be prejudicial, and nor proficable in the end, 
though this be good, as far as it goes, yer where 
there is no more, 1t 1s not ſufficient. Thoſe 
who know the love of Chriſt in the notion or- 
lv, for Diſcourſe ſake, or tor a Profeſſions ſ:ke 
only, will fall as ſhort of Heaven as the molt ig- 
norant perſon ; yea, thoſe who know the love 
of Chrilt no becter chah thus, will but deſcend 
the more learnedly into Hell, and incurre the 
tnore ſevere condemnation, Now that you 
may not miſtake here, nor miſcarry hereafter 
in this buſineſs of knowing the love of Chrif?, 1 
ſhall diret you to mind the qualifications 
of your knowledge, and I ſhall mention 
three, 
Direction! (1, Look that your knowledpe of theloye | 
a1 of Chriſt be Copnitio affetiva, an affeftir- | 
onate Yate knowledge, let it not ſwimme in your Rt 


know- heads only by empty Notions, but fink 

ledge, down into your hearts, in ſweet, ſavoury, 
wming. and lively affeftions towards him. 
An | 


towards the Children of Men, 


SeR, 2, 


MF (:.)QEE that you have ſach a knowledge of The firſt 
Chriſt and hts love, as ts accompanied with Branch of 
I {oe 10 him, True love is grounded in knowledge, the firſt 

WF and true knowledge hath love built upon it, may « 
Though your heads be never fo full of the know- a »—ang 
ledge of Chriſt,yet if your hearts be not alſo full ledge ace 
of love to him, it will neither be acceptable to <2mpany 
Chriſt, nor profitable to your ſelves, The - _ 
Apoſtle tells us how little the wnderflanding of © 

all myſteries, and all knowledge will profit a man 

withour love, 1 Cor. 13. for, asthe(t) Father © /4* 
obſerves, There may be many commendable and abit = 
admirable things found in a man, which, without atg, admi= 
the marroW of love, have indeea a ſhew, but not randa poſ- 
the truth of godlineſs. Loveisthe great affeRi- /#2* / 90- 
onof Union, it is g/uten anims, the cement of xt _— 
the ſoul. Thongh(u) knowledge ſtand without, foe ; 
and gives us a view of (, hrift, yet its love that tatis me- 


enters in, claſps about him, and cleaves to him : dullis bae 
So that notwithſtanding all our knowledge, =_ Sos 


Chriſt and we ſhall ſtill abide ſtrangers, and the ;;; gmiies- 
diſtance remain, till love bring us togerher, dinem, ſed 
which is the bond of perfetFneſs, that is, (w) the 707 verita- 
moſt perfett bond, becauſe it doth joyn hearts to- 
gether, Col, 3. 14, (x) So that herein Divine ,1 nc 4c 
grar. & lid. aibirr, (hi )p, 125. u Scientia foris ſtat, dileftio 
mtrat, Lyr. in E ph.3.19, w <Q. 04 vinculum ct pe: fe flifimum, ans- 
4 = 0g conjkngens, Grot, in loc, x Dr. K'ynolds of the Paſ- 
F + 68 Fo ! 


Ips:: 


The tranſcendency of Chrifls Love 


Love hath the ſame kind of vertne with Divin 
Faith, that as this ts the being and ſubſiſtins if 
things to come, and diſtant in time : ſo that ts the 
anion and knitting of things abſent, and diſtant 
zn place, as Chriſt and Chriſtians are, he being 
in Heayen , and they on Earth, whom yet 
having not ſeen they love, 1 Pet. 1,8. and by 
» © fzlix love are united to him, and become one Firi: 
hominm with him, 1 Cor. 6. 17. And therefore 


*0 happy you, whoſe hearts by Iove 

W's Are rul'd, which rules in Heaven above! 
«Puo exit 

regitur,ce> Give meleave here alittle to commune with 


Lat. Boer, love to Chr! - 
Te Confor Iv abont your love to Chriſt, and to ſhew # 


Phir. 1b, you why, and how you ſhould love _ 


2.( #ih;) the one to move yon tot, the other to guide 


P47} Youlnir, \ 


towards the Children of Men, 
EE WE WERE Wo 


CHAP. VL 
Cx. Ould yon have a. reaſon for 

wW our love? Truly were it fo Ro 
with you as it ſhould be, this fire would burn ;;jves for 
into a flame without blowing - but the truth is, loving Jo 
mens hearts have loſt their ingenuity, elſe there ſus Chrift. 


2 woulq not need ſo much adoeto perſwade them 


to that which is not only their duty, but their 
priviledge, it being indeed anhonour that Je- 

ſus Chriſt will give us leave to love him. Conſi- 

der therefore, becauſe need ſo requires, thoſe 

* bonds of love which your Lord hath caſt * Ho. x2. 
forth to draw in your hearts to the loye of him. 4* 


2 felf. 


SeR_ I. 


T3.3 = the ſum ot all that the Lord re- 71. 6.6 
quires of you, and the beſt of all that Reaſon 

you canreturn unto him, for our 
(1,) It's the ſum of all that he requires of -ooeSg 
ou. As love from Chriſt is the top of your - ' 
ppineſs, ſo love to Chriſt is the ſumof your 
duty. The whole LaW 3s briefly comprehended, 
all the Commandments ( which are exceeding 
broad, 


76 The tranſcendepcy of Chiiſts Dove 
y *Araz«- broad, and of valt extent, P/Al. 119. 96.) are 
paausrm. ſumm'd up, andepitomized in this ſingle word 


# 


- / + this ſweeteſt Monoſyllable, Love, (y) Rom.1 3.9 
dium edu. LOVt 1s cheſum and ſubſtance of what we owe ti 
cs; nim-God and Man, the ſhore ſummary and com 
rota Lex pendium of a Chriſtians whole duty : whenc 
abit ali the Apoſtle calls the obſervance hereof rhe ful 
w ted filling of the Law, v. 10. and the (2) Fews cal 
&> proximi ted the Commands of loving God, and our Neigh 
prec pit. bony, The great Summes, Now as the Servant; 
B.x. in of Nauman laid to him, 2 Kings 5. 13. fo ſy 
_— "oth I to you, tt the Lord had commanded you ſon! 
ceprum Dei 155 gd thing, world you not have done it ? Ii ht 
amandi cy had required you to ſacrifice your Children, 1 
alterum a- burn your bodies to aſhes, would you not hav! 
Wands 4; done it? how much more then when he bid 
p _ xy / "4 you pive him only your hearts. your love ? 
breis ſun. (2-) Itsthe beſt of all that you can ret" 
me magne, unto him. (a) Love z the beſt thing that :1!| 
Grot. in beft manever gave to Chriſt : It's love that doih 
loc. engage all beſides, and ſweetens all that is er- 

a Amor ed X 4 
primum,& Baged Loveis Queen Regentin che ſoul ; and} 
maximum All other Graces, Gifts, Duties, Services, at} 
denum,quo tend her beck, and ferye her intereſt, and ares 
wi! 22gs welcome before the Throne, according to tlie} 
= 8 ſtrain of love thar 151nthem. Love #7 the ker- 
per ipſum Mel of every gift, the beauty of every performance, 
cetera om- the marrow of every duty, the luſtre of ever) 
nia douane . 
tur, Lefſius de ſummo bono. lib, 2. cap. 6. p. 134. See Fengin: | 
on Jude. Part 1 (mibi) p. 140. 4. and Marton on Jude, p, 117: 3 
Amor ubi ven (it, exteros omnes m ſe traducit, & captivat afft- | 
us. Amor per ſe ſufficit, per ſe placet, & propter ſt. Ipſe | 
meritum, iwpſe premum, tpſe cauſa, ipſe fructus, ipſe uſus, pr 
amorem enim conjungimar Dro. Aug, Mans Caps 18- (ib: ) p. 234: Þ 


grace, | 
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ace, the ſalt which ſeaſons every Sacrifice, 

ithout Which, the exquiſiteſt ſervice is but a 

ad carkaſs embalmed. The greateſt gift with- 

ut love 1s rejected , thelealt with itis accept- 

d. Love is an att of grace of it ſelf, other 

bings are net afts of grace Without love, 4s 
flmes; yea Martyrdome it ſelf 15 nothing with- 

t love, 1 Cor. 13. 3. but ſmall things are made 
reat by love, A Cnp of cold Water, Mart. 10. 

Widows Mite, Luke 21. find acceptance, 

coming from Iyve. Its love whereby a Chri- 
iancomes neare{t to God, who is love; and 
e Who dwellet h in love, dwelleth inGod, and God _ i 
+ him, 1 John 4.16. Its love which removes qui u, 
im furtheſt from hypocrifie : for in this only the anime 
Pocrite cannot imitate him , he can fpeab, and Motibus, 
þo, and [uffer : but he cannet love, and the want ſenſuous, 
fthis ſpoilsall. Irs your beſt, nay its your All, kk 

W&#- all that the Apoſtle deſires Chriſtians may re- quo poteſ 
'-iru to God for the mercy and. peace beſtowed on creatura, 
"8 hem, Jude 2. (b) 1ts only love of all the mati- ©'f# non ex 


L . _ ©qu0z Yee 
; ns and affeftions of the ſoul, by which the Crea ſpondere 
JF ure, rhough not in away of equality, can an- 1ugy,;, 
"wer his Creator, and make any return to him. vl ipf mu- 
e>WMnd itsonly by love that the Redeemed of the !an: re- 


ord can return unto him their Redeemer, for ?*"4*:e vi- 


is great love in working Redemption for them. RM i 


\nd therefore ſeeing you can do no better nor c,p, ,g. 
ore for Chriſt, it 1s but reaſonable that you ( wb; ) p, 
ould love him ; But that's not all : For 233, 
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end | 


The ſc» 
cond Rea- n= "TI as 
ſon. enl 
c Hec pre- bis 
Catio wie Sec, 2, ude 
_—_ | -_ 
En, (2. (QOntler how fron tte oj 
in Epheſ. TO Chriſt is _ u — & hati 
pa. rom thence you may ſee further reaſon to low; ;; 
>” ci him. He 1s not content barely (oO propourts be /, 
pos rg and preſcribe it, but uſeth ſuch arguments, ad ſes 
h gr poree may allure or affright, draw or drive, perſwadtſYcrul 
tibi, 4: orforce you —_—_— and I. 
poſt pate. I.) As1t there were ſomething valuablenÞ upo 
—_— e- S. Sr he doth invite and encourage you <a 
burn. to loye himby the great andprecious Promiſe} ma 
mfcrium , Which he bath made unto it. (c) That ApoſtsFJ his 
in quo fon- lical benediftion, Epheſ. 6. 24. may be under-Þ} x4e 
tem gratiz hood inthe nature of a Promiſe : the worG ,»; 
— ry _ by — all them - = our Lori ow 
aovi Jeſs Chriſt mn ſincer:ty. ow Grace 15 3 fir 
CTY large a word for Bleſſing, as Love for Duty;Þ1 yol 
eti1mad- of the ſame extent inthe New Teſtament withÞ7 he 
Juwgcbant, Peace in che Old. (d) The form of Bleſſing a the 
_—_— mong the Jews, was, Peace be unto you, Gen.Þ4 an; 
tn * 43.23. but when the Myſtery of Mans Red yo 
e _ 'demption _ — in _ God _ Y pri 
Exerciſe. a fountain of Grace to mankind, it was chan-W 11 
Part.2-4% ed into Grace be unto you, as appears in the ful 
4 _ Epiſtles, where Graceis wiſhed by the Apoltles 
inb by — es k . . mn 
Chriſtians, either by it ſelf, or in cor-BY 71 


Tryal of a Unto | | 
Chriſtians junRion with Peace by way of Amplification, 
ſincere 
love to 
Chriſt on 
that Text 


By this Grace is meant the (e) Bleſſing of the 
Eternal Ged ;, (f) All thoſe precious Aercies, 


AN 


thi 
an 


de 
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ed glorious Benefits, Which flow from the grace 
nd favonr of God. Itsa ſhort, but compre. 
enſive word, and contains all good init; yer 
his gracein its greateſt fulneſs, and utmoſt lari- 
ude, is wiſhed for, and ſhall be beſtowed on 
all choſe that love the Lord Feſus in ſincerity. 
1o this you may add; Foh. 14. 21. 23. He that 
hath my Commanaments, and keepeth them, he 
I it is that loveth me ;, and he that loveth me, ſhall 
J be loved of my Father, &c. Intheſe two Ver- 
4 ſes there are four things promiſed to thoſe who 
Jcruly and obediencially love the Lord Jeſus. 
J (1.) There will be no love loſt to lay it out 
upon Chriſt, you ſhall have it again with advan- 
tage: for if you love him ſo as to keep his Com- 
mandments, Chriſt hath promiſed love for love, 
his Fathers love, his own love for your love. 
He that loverh me, ſhall be loved of my Father, 
and I will love him ; 


p 


- OE en: 


1 volence, but of friendſhip and complacency 
7 he will ſo fed abroad his love into yonr hearts by 
| the Holy Ghsft, that you ſhall know, and feel, 
4 and raſte the love of the Father and Son towards 
y you; which appears further from that which is 
q promiſed afterviards, Chriſts love to ſuch as 
love him, will not bean empty and idle, but a 
full and operative love : For 
(2.) He ſayeshe will manifeſt himſelf to you. 
Iwill Irve them, and will manifeft my ſelf to 
them. He will deal with you as with Friends, 
1 and will make known to you whatſoever ſhall 
7 be neceſſary for your ſalvation, Zohn 15. rx. 
c 


Poet AST A - 


©) which is not to be un- g Gerh, ©: 
derſtood of a genera], bur ſpecial loye , not of Har, in 
firſt love, butafter love, not of a love of bene- !oc. 
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he will impart a fuller knowledge of himſelfto 
you, by the Fpirit of Wwiſdome and revelation, 
Eph. 1. 17, and larger taſtes of his love. You 
ſhall be kiſſed with the kiſſes of his mouth, Cant. 
I, 2. brought ints his Banqueting-houſe, and his 
Banner over you love, under the ſhadow Where 
you ſhall fit with great delight, and his fruit ſhall 
be ſweet to your taſte, Cant. 2. 3. 4. He will fo 


manifeſt himſelf in a way of love to his people, F 


* Aliquan. 350 give them occaſion to cry out with that 
do intra. holy man, * At ſome times thou inwardly inf- 
mittis me ſeſt into me a delight that I am not nſnally ac- 
@ affettum auainted with, a ſweetneſs of I know not what 
- non kind, Which could it be once perfetted in me, it 
antrerſics, Joomla be I know not what manner of height, which 
ad n'(cio this life ſhall never arive unts. Such manifelta- 
quan du!- tions will Chriſt give of himſelf co thoſe who 
cedin*m, Jgye him, as none know but they who expcr.. 
ldl ;, encethem , nor can they themſelves ſuffictent- 
me, weſcio 1} expreſs them, But then 
quiderit, (3.) He ſayes furcher, that his Father and 
quo4 vit4 he will come unto you. w/e Will come to him , 
"ta 0% & thatis, we will make ſecret and ſweet approach» 
nit, Aug. Aga 
Conf. 1. © toſach a (onl by the ſpirit, for the further eur 
10. cap, Gghtning, quickning, comforting, ſupporting, 
40. and ſtrengthning of him, till he be ſealed up to 
the Day of Redemption. Thisis a great matter, 
yet not all : for 
(4.) He promiſeth that his Father and he 
will make their abode with you : and make ow 
abode with him : whereby 1s ſignified the con- 
rinuance and duration of that grace which is 
fhown by the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
when they come toa beloyed and loving _ 
They 
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They will not come es Sojourners, but as Dwel- 
fers ; not earn aſide to tarry with you for a night, 
but abide wich you for ever. . Now what great- 
er thing can be promiſed unto, or beſtowed 
opon the Sons of men in this life, than chat 
which is comprehended in theſe words? and 
yet theſe are promiſed to the love of Chriſt : ſo 
thatifa man ſhould ſer his loyeto ſale, he can- 
not do it to more profit and benefit to himſelf, 


& th2n by laying ir out upon Chriſt, who is molt 
J rich and hberal in his rewards to his people tor 


their love, as appears from what hath been ſaid, 
though chere be more yer, eyen that Which nci- 
ther eye hath ſeemy ner car Ieard, nor can enter 
wnto rhe heart of man toconcerve, which the Apo- 
tle ſayes is prepared for thoſe that love the Lord, 
I Cor.2.9., And itany evil befall them, thar 
alſo (through the. skill and care of their wiſe 


Phyſician, who can make a ſoveraign Treacle /(zcnum| 
of che moſt deidly poyſon) ſhall co-operate pro veme- 
| for the good of thoſe who love God, according to dio, 


the Promiſe, Row. 83. 28. Bur theſe I leave 
to be enlarged in your own Meditations, and 
paſs on. 

(2.) 1f this | Key of the Promiſes open 
not the door of your hearts, to let Chriſt into 
the poſſeſſion of your love, behold the iron 
Hammer of che Threatnings ready to force it 
open. Mens dead, dull, and diſingenuous ſpi- 
rits need this as well as other wayes; and 
Chriſt is ſo reſoly'd upon our love, /that he will 
leave no means unattempted ro procure it. 
Know therefore that ic is nor an arbitcary mat- 
tet whether youlove _—_ or no: for necalit- 

- 3 dcrrenhet ny 
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. ty lies upon you, and woe be tro you if you love 
aſe 5am him not, Loye Chriſt, or you are — 
0 amaic, . <crivture ſpeaks in 
Lb _ _—_ See what the Scripture 
(equt, /* this parcicular, | | 
bumilizer Pſalm 2.12. Kiſs the Son, leſt he be angry, 
faoueerrs, ye periſh from the way, when his wrath » 
49 714gpe kindled bur 4 liztle. (b) The cuſtome of Kil. 
_ = ſing of old, wasa ſign ot affe&ion or ſubjecti. 
0/Tu/u1,s 6 on, and rhus it is uſed in Scripture to ſig. 
r.t, Call. 
qi | DP: 
er. DUET. (1.) Aﬀfe@4iov. Thus Eſas kiſſed his Brother 
Ofeais in 7acob, in token of love and. good will, being 
CU hi f4 ” | : s 
jacra $- reconciled ro him, Ger. 33.4. Thus = oy 
Peri fg3- minve Chriſtians did : Salute one another wy 
ficat os holy Kiſs, Rem. 16. 16. 1 Cor. 16. 20. | 
A—_—_ (1) this was fignificd in the Word. ” n_ 
OE F unt , where hel 
cem, rcve- from the Apoſtle Peters Adjunct by by 
cx:32Y, calls it the K3ſs of Charity, 1 Pet. 5. 14. 


: * . ice 
Durand. Ck ) Putin Martyr mentions this 25 a prac 
Rar. Div. ( ) 4 ſt ) 


Ok. 13,9 in histime : 77/her "oi 5 arc ended, we ſaint 
. Cap. 62. one another with a Kiſs. THE = 
(atls} = (2.) It ſignifies 1:kewiſe wn Fg. 
202, rence and Obedience. . 1 bus Samwel Ki = A Y 1 
' P1144 when he had anointed him king, in toKen $ 
pam ſubjeRion and obedience to him, Say” I , - 4 
ee. Kiver, Thus Idolaters kiffed their Idols, as - Wer 
in Plal. 2. Reverence, I K ings 19.18. Hof. 13. Hh, fe. and wh 
| ok, EDiSpl-ce may be underſtood of both theſe, a n I 
< <0 il men, eventhe greateſt of men, Kings = 76S 
en Judges of the Earth, are charged to kiſs " » the 
—— d ſubmir themſelves to the | 
447; c{c4- Yon, tO love, and ſu | penalty Ml wi 
{o [/:4- Lord Jeſus, andthat under a dreadfu oy lif 
P1145, FR if they do it nor, leſt he be angry. You lo row thi 

po. Change he nuture of Chriſt þy your not 0 " 
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f him, he will beloving, and will love ſtill : 
uc you may change che property of it, asto 
pur ſelyes ; he will not love you, nay, you will 
rn it into anger againſt your ſelves, He can 
angry, and he will be angry with you, if aebce: 
ou love bim not ; * Ton ſball find hizs a ſevere Fu 9 noms 
dee, whom you have refuſed 4s 4 wild and ſtverum, 
entle Lord. And alittle of this anger is enough quem be-? 
vr your deſtruction : for you ſhall periſh from 3ignunm do- 
he way, if hs wrath be Landled but a little, roy on 
'ou'll periſh at the rebuke of his Comntenance, m—_ ub; 
al. 80. 16. Periſhing ſignifies eternal death up; 1, p, 
nd miſery, in oppoſition to erernal life and 30. | 
appineſs. Fob. 3. 15. and here it holds forch 
Athis unco us, That thoſe who do not love and 
Þbey che Lord Jeſus C hriſt, do caſt themſelves 
Þut ofthe way of Life, Salvation and Happinels, 
$n to a ſtate of Death, Deſtruction and Miſery, 
Which will certainly be their porcton, from the 
uſt wrath and diſpleaſure oft him whom they 
have provoked by their enmity and diſobedi- 
Ince, And ſhall not this awaken you? But 
Ctake another Scripcure. 
4 Prov.8. 36. Bat he that ſinneth againſt me, 
 wrougeth his own ſoul ,, all they that hate me, 
live ok Itis no wrong to the Text, to un- 
derſtand theſe words as ſpoken by Jeſus Chriſt, 
who having declared his antient love to the Sons 
Men, calls upon them to hearken unto him, and 
receive his counſel; and having encouraged 
} them gntoir, by telling them it would be their 
wiſdome and happineſs, that they ſhould have 
life and fayour this way, v. 32+ 33. 34. 35. leſt 
this ſhould not p eyail, he concludes þy laying 
-4Y A, RR. 
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open the danger of ſuch as refuſe, inthe werdy 
forementioned. Where you may note 
(1.) Thar chey who refuſe the counſel 0 
Chritt,' are ſinners againſt him, and that intht 
Inoheſt degree; they are Chriti-haters. 
(2.) Thar it is of diſmal conſequence to be 
! 7472/34 inthe number otrhoſe who love nor, bur hate 
e? a+17e Chriſt, (and not to love him, 3s to hate him 
ſe. Pagn. there is no medinm betwixe them) the conſe- 
wt 2 P rene quence whereof is 
PE: SF (1.) That they wrong their ſouls. (1) Ther 
n im” ad. ATE 1n;urions to their foxls ;. (m) Chey ſpoil ani 
a: anime rob their (culs ,, (n) They offer force and wi«lent 
ſee. Jun. ro their ferls ; (0) They ravenonſ y devonr tht 
eI- -- ſouls, as the words are variouſly rendered by 
am. Merc, Interpreters, but ro the ſame purpoſe, (p) The 
in Lexic. word ſignifies open injury and violence. But be-Y" 
Pag. & in fides this, | 


—_ 117 (2.) They love death. (q) Becanſe («5 
(enifica Mercer notes upon the place ) hey fooliſhly cal 
apertam deſtirnftion upon themſelves , whiles they neglef 
mjuriams me, they ſeem to love death, becauſe they wit 


O> W0{n- tently ruſh upon their oven ruine. Now, beſide 


f14. Merc, px | 
qui im- that deſtru&ioh is the portion of thoſe who ate 


7u2-ntes Enemies to Jeſas Chriſt, theſe rwo things are 
fibi exitixn Obſervable from this place. | 

Gee f? S. * *— 
accer/ort, (1,) That *tis ſelf-marder in all thoſe who 
"1. 10ve not the Lord Jeſus, it is felodeſe; their 
"cn a- deſtraRtion is from themſelves, they them 
7:42 3. Telveslay violent hands on their own ſouls. 
ety quua © s + 2.) Thacicis wilful ſe/f-marder. They co 
- (144 wilfully ruſh upon their deſtru&ion, and will 
"_ 11... nt be wich-held ſromic, asif they were inlove 

»+ 4 CIC, . i yy LA S$ + 
inloc, WIÞ theirjown death, and ambitious of ever- 
| trad | Det” Ab Ia(iung 
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ting burn) 
1ngs, than hi 
Ore which, w 
= to aggravate Ms Bn. a ry can tend 
all Chut all not this move you , oncerane- 
x Cor, 16 pp — with that of the Tu ; 
« Chrif y . any man liye not the I poltle, rw 
x » et 0am be Anathe ord Pe- pit. 178, 
ICI 1SA denun Ek ma MMaras ha (mbhi) 
2ainſt chat ciation of the Tower WW, o2t 4 
dt his rrofeſſ anor woman, who in _ Pin{s Sers 
Kedly bo ſton doth not ſincerel e mid/{t mon upo 
"or fo mo Lord Jeſus. But bet unfeign- *Þis plac, 
1+ lome difficulr - a1 ies is being a place 2.3: ” 
t little time in t » It MAY NOT be amiſs Sl Fi ace [Bexa a 
piving you th e opening of the word pend joc. & Pet 
iere uſed ou ſenſe of them. (r) Th S, and Maryr, , 
#8 Wks which render the place diffi 5 words £a/. Pa- 
2 Gr a Maranatha, the form cult, are 7% $5 
eek word, and mer of whicl vancll, in 
| wa devored to the —_ accurſed fie: nw rag 
whe HY/Ee. , A - {ar.ttha.* 
h ther (1) Maranatha s It's queſtioned r mere 
three words ; bþ e One, Or t us 
rack dialeR — —_ agree that *tis of the For DC 
or 5 1 nifie 1C SS y- iP), as T 
=—_ Lord con:#th , N S the Lord LY indchem 
erſtandin f 1 ow for the be » Cited by 
It 18 — the place, you muſt k EU Torvef. In 
- 5 Aoftle y conceived by the | now, that his In- 
F ein theſe expreſſ earned, that itrut. Hi- 
pect ro : P 10Nns fi d | Nt 
i tO the Jewiſh wa ad a ſpecial re- ,j | Thee 
our confi nece aril "cid cap, ; : 
"al eration, for the be y to takeinto Se. 
ome di yes before us. And h aring of ©94win. 
erence abour th ere I find Jewiſh An- 
grees of the Jewiſh + \— agg kinks and os, => 
ration of th enſures, and "$5.ca 
em , the enu cap. 2, 
which th 0 (t) Some make ” Mme- Le:ghs 
© rue reckon thus, mirfngy _— 5 _ 
and low " Nidds , which » Cherem, rd de 
| eſt, and ſignifi was the firſt © e word 
1801 Ces ſepar ation Maraxg+! 
G 2 » was that :/., , 


whereb } 


rd 
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whereby the Offcnder was ſeparated from a 
commerce and ſccicty with man or Woman, wit 
;n the diftance of four cubits, for the pace of thi 
gon C herem, which was the next, an 
ignifies the fame with Anathema, devoted t 
the Curſe , was that whereby the Offender was i 
the pablick, audience of the whole Church excl 
ded from its Communion, without any limitatin 
of time, and with Curſes annexed ont of the Lan 
of Moſes.  Shammatha, which was the [af 
and higheſt, and fignities (as ſome think) ther 
z# death, or rather (as others) the Lord co 
eth, was that whereby the excommunicated per 
ſon ( having beſides all other maledi&tions 0 
of the Law, this clauſe ſuperadded, Oxr Lo 
cometh ) was leſt as defferate and quite forlon 
( without all hope of pardon or reſtitution) 
into the hands of the Lord, to receive from hinſ 
1 Cordwin@? Peay doom at his coming. This (u) Sham: 
ivid. p. Mathais by ſome conjeRured to be of Encc) 
1856, conſtitution, and that in the inflicting ot it 
- —_— (w) bis own Prophecy was uſed, inthe word 
ot ofthe Apoſtly 7:ar, v. 14.15. Behold the Li: 
: cometh With ten thoyſ:nas of his Saints, to ext 
cute juagement upen all, and to convince all thi 
are ungodly among them of all their ungodly area, 
which they kave ungoalily committed, ard of al 
their hard fpceches, which ungodly ſuners ha 
x Forb'f. fhoben againſt him. But faccbns Capelins (3 
a 3-find him mentioned by a (x) learned man) cor 
'+ demns thisenumeration ; and though he make 
three kinds, yet he makes two of thoſe fore- 
mentioned to be+ut one, 'and adds another, 
reckoningthetn thus, The firſt was called Nef-P 


pra, 
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pha, whereby the party was ſhut out from the | 
Camp ſeven dayes, as Miriam was, Numb. 12, ha jp 
14. 15. The ſecond Niddwi, as before, The, 90 Y 
third Cherem, or Shammatha, (tor he makes viderur di- 
"EE them both one) was that, whereby the Offender ſtribui cx- 
Was driven from all communion, and all humane Omni. 
commerce, and ſociaty interdifted him, as one cut 
ff, 'tiff he repented. (y) Ochers make but two ,, gc 
kinds, and reckon the third only che higheſt de- Bez.in loc, 
gree of the ſecond, thus : The firlt, Nzddus, Gr0!ins in 
the ſecond, Cherem : Now to this Cherem, the 196+ & in 
Apoſtles Anathema here doth correſpond , and Pings Ser. 
of this there were two degrees, The {ing/e and mon. page 
leſſer Anathema, which is the ſame with Che- 3. 4 
rem; and the greater, the extream, the cong»* > '" 
pounded Anathema , which hid Shammatha ,," _ 
I according to the Jews, or 1aranutha, accord-n,,,;,, 
J ing tothe Apoſtles phraſe, added to it, This 9raf in 
Grotius calls GraviJimum Cherem , and Beza, Pans Ga. 
with Calvin, take it to be the form, by which 77 uitans 
the moſt prievous and extream Excommuniea- — - 


whereof was, (x) That he Who Was condemned Vide ctiam 
by it, was given up into the hangs of the Lord —_ 
without hope »f pardon ,, and (a) That the Lora Fry _ 
at his coming Would certainly deftroy 1 web a ſi- gi6carur 
ner. Now the Apoſtle being to denounce pomiai in 
judgement againſt thoſe who love not the Lord «dvcat« 
Jeſus, makes choice of this way and form to ex-[#0 ceito 
d- perfAtitnrum 
preſs himſelf by,as the moſt grievous and dread-\,r, ,,.,, 
ful which he could find out : che meaning where- jeceatore, 
of is this, Let ſuch a one as loves not the Lord 7e- pane as 
A as the in vervo 
ſus, not be barely atcnrſed, but accurſe —— 


Pe\vs curſe the moſt cbRinate Offenders in their ,, 
G 4 : greateſt 


tion was performed, the ſenſe and ſignification g..;n toc; 


« dh —. 
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b Nox ſit greateft Excommunication, that is, as (b) Ay. 
e115 ſ{elme interprets it, Let him have nobenefit by 
——_ hu firſt ceming, which « paſt , and let his ſecond 
1274 com-" comma, which is to come, be to his damnation, 
pl:11s eff, Or, (c) as another, Let hims be accurſed, aut 
& (icad that inthe moſt defperate manner, expefting du 
_ T VERTeANCE from the Lord, When he cometh with 
ſeusrins, his holy millions to execute judgement upon all 
qui adhuc and to convince all that are nugodly, as it 15, 7nd 
fi uus eſt. 14. 15, $0 that as ever you would eſcape the 
Anſcl. in Curſe, and obtain the Bleffing, as ever you 
"5:4; Would have the appearing of Chriſt at the la 
5<1,. c, day, to be to your ſalvation, and not to your 
molt fearful and intolerable condemnation, it 

wall concern you to look that you be found in 


the mumber of thoſe who love him ia this 


day. 


"OG —— —_  —- 


The thrid 


Reaſon. Sect. Jo 
d Of 


Chriſts 
lovelinefs, (3 pres how well he deſeryes your 
as deſcri- loxe, and that vpon a double «c- 
bed by the count. | 


COM (1.) Upon the account of his preat lovelin:ſs, 
Se Oven (4) If you will not credit this without teſtimony, 
of Com- You have it both from Heaven and Earth. 
munion From Heaven God the Farther, from the excel. 
with God. Jent Glory, by a voice declared concerning 
Ie lim, 2 Pet. 1.17. This my beloved Son, in 
e Mon, Whom I am well pleaſed, (e) He knew of whom 
Exerciſe, heſpake, for he was his Son, and he doth not 
Part 2. fay he was pleaſed with him only, but well- 
FREE © | | 36 87 pleaſed, 
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pleaſed, that is delighted and fatisfied. And 
was he worthy of Gods love, and can you 
doubt whether he hath deſerved yours > From 
Earth you have his Churches charaQter and 
commendation of him, Cant. 5. 16. He z al- 
rogetker lovely, (f) She had been trom the f Color, ca- 
renth Verſe deſcribing him in all bis lineaments, 1, ome, 
and ſerting forth the perfeRions of every part, OE 
his head, hair, eyes, cheeks, lips, hands, belly, ,,, 2.._ 
legs, conmtenance and month , and in thecloze, ay, ar 
ſumms up all inthis ſhort, but full Zzcomimm, 0s:guttur, 
That he is altogether Iovvely. (g) All, every "9% hes 
whit of him, #s deſires, much to be deſired, Wholly —_ 
amiable, As if the bad faid, why fhould Ty, in lad: 
ftand upon particulars ? whatever 1 have ſaid, Ponſi,c> 
or can ſay of him, ts infinitely ſhort of his worth, 91*ſi in 
and therefore 1'le ſhut up all in this, that he ts al- —_— 
togethey lovely ;, all over, from top to tos amiable, , has i 
lovely and deleftable. And indeed fo heis. Jf run couotu- 
there be any thing unlovely in him, do not Jowe dens, totus 
him : but becauſe he hath Omnes ratioves amas (7941). 
bilitatis, he is maxims dilizibilis, as the School- (7/04 
men ſpeak ; He is mot to be beloved, becauſe be an ea 
hath all gromnas of amiableMſs in him. What inter "i 
isit whichis moſt taking with you, which is nog, card.opcra 
in him? 70126 dee, 
(1.) Is it Beanty ? He is white and raday, —_ 
the chiefeſt (the Standard-bearer ) among ten Totus diſe- 
thouſand, Cant. 5. 10. Fairer than the Chil. drratiifi- 
drew of Men, Plal. 45. 2. (b) Its a hainos 749. Jun- 
and deteft able thing to doubt of hrs excellent and "—_— _ 
perfeft beanty. ' He #s the brightneſs of his Fa- «ls ined, 
ther s glory, and the expreſs Image of his perſon, p. 373. 
Heb. Tt. 3. ' h Pulch/te 
tudmem 


Chriſti fuiſſe eximiam, & omnimodain. Cubitare ueſas ft, River, in 
Plal, 45, pag. 214, Fo), £ (2,) Is 


The trapſcendency of Chrifts Love 
' C2.) Isit Riches ? He is proprietor and po 
ſeſfor of wnſearchable riches, according to the 
Apoſtle, Epheſ. 3.8. He is appointed Hear of al 
things, Heb. 1. 2. 

(3.) Is it Honour ? God hath highly exalted 
vim, and given him a name above every name, 
Phil. 2. 9. higher than the Kings of the Earth, 
Pſal. 89. 27. King of Kings,and Lord of Lords, 
is the Name writren on his Thigh and Vellure, 
Rev. 19. 16. The Lord of Glory, ashe 1s called 
in 1Cor. 2.8. The King of Glory, as David 
ſtyles him P/al. 24.7. that is, a moſt gloriou 
Lord, and King, by an uſual Hebraiſme, 


A om. ed Fm 


RTE" 


(4-) Isit Power and Authority ? All power 


x __ (that is * authority) given to him im Heaven 
_ ye rag and Earth, Mat. 28. 18. he hath a power, 
beak ws b whereby he ts able to ſubdne all things to himſelf, 

him, as Phil. 3,21, 
thoſe pla- (5) Is it great Piſdome and UVnaerſtand- 
OT” ing ? In him are hid all the treaſures of Wiſdome 
" end Knowledge, Col. 2.3, He bath not a little 
Wiſdome, but treaſures of Wiſdome , all the 

treaſures of Wiſdome. 

(6.) Is it Goodneſs of diſpoſition ? He may be 
better than Titus Vepatian called Delicie ye- 
*eris bamani, The delight and darling of man- 
kind. How earneſtly doth he invite and beſeech 
poor ſinners to come in to him that they may 
be ſaved! 7/a.55. 1. 8&c. Mar. 11.28, 2 Cor. 
ide wa;. 5+ 20. How patiently doth he wait for their 
ſous Sex- Acceptance of his offers of grace? Rev. 3. 10. 
mon of even ti{ his bead be filled with dew, and bis backs 
Chriſts with the drops of the night, Cant. 5. 2. How 
lovelineſs, readily doth he embrace, and heartily welcome 


2:fm, 


thoſe 


Ido %...4 
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; 
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thoſe who come into him, though they have 


been Prodigals, and ſtood out long againſt his 


entreaties! Luke 15, 20, &c. How ſadly doth 
he reſent the delayes and denyals of obſtinace 
ſinners! with ſorrow in his heart, Mark 3.95. 
with tears in his eyes, Lake 19,41. and lamen- 
table complaints 10 his mouth, Yer/e 42. Azar. 
23.37. fohn 5.40. all which ſhews what a 
gracious diſpoſition he is of. 


1 Omna 
ad ſalutem 


(7.) Is it Sweetneſs of C onverſation #5 FR. ceſſaria 
which was ſaid of Saxland Jonathan, 2 Sam. 1. in omnibus 
23. They were lovely in their lives, is much fideltbus, 


more true of Chriſt, His life was purer than the ſanftifee- 
Sun-beams, as Chryſoſtome ſpeaks ; his life was ;;,” ts a 
a fair Copy without any blot ; has lips never Pake pulatis. 
a Word amiſſe, Pla, 45. Luke 4.22. John 7, Dav. in 
46. his feet never did tread one ſtep awry , he C9). P.- 
went about doing goed, Aﬀts 10. 38. his whole or DS 
life wasa pattern of good works. 465. 
(8.) Is it V/efulneſs to others ? Herein he is on the 
molt eminent. He is our Liphte, The $»» of Texc. 
Righteonſneſs, more uſeful than the Sun in theP; 42%: , 
Hrmament, Mal.4.2. He is our Life : onr dl 9s: = 1 
life of grace and comfort here ſprings from him, 4.8%, 
fohn 1.16, Luke 2.25. and fo doth ourlife of «>gt- 
glory hereafter, Col, 3. 4. John 17. 22, 24. 95 59x00 
Ina word, Heis our Al, (i) AP that ts wee SONS heap = 
ceſſary to ſalvation, in all the faithful that are — 
ſanttified and united to him, Col. 3. 11. (k) All gc. mula 
good us eminently in him, and all good is conveyed & mios 
derivatively from him, He tis made unto Belje- Xe1506- 
vers a Paradiſe, a Tree of Life, a Jewel, a * 


Crown,&c. yea (1) All in all as Macarins ſpeaks. Tai) P- 


| Even Chriſt crucified, ( chough to the blind 410, 


world 
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world the greateſt #umbling block , and Rock 
of offence ) yer to them who have their ſexſc; 
rightly exerciſed co diſcern him, is moſt amiable. 
When he js to the Fews a ftumbling-block,, and 
ta the Greeks fooliſhneſs, even then to them Why 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, it is Chriſt the 
Power of God, and the Wiſdome of God, 1 Cor. 
1.23. 24, which made the Apoltle reſolve to 
know, and to glory in nothing but Chriſt cruci- 
fied; the Croſs of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 2. 2. and 
Gal.6. 14% The more bloody he Was for us, the 
more lovely ſh1nld he be toms : becauſe therein he 

m S'bs fhewed moſt love tows. (m) By how mach the 


_— more he was abaſed for us, this makes him the 
W ny 'P* more lovely, that ont of love he-wanld abaſe hins- 


felf ſo low. when greatneſs and goodneſs me:t 
rogether, how goodly i5 it) And likewiſe, be- 
cauſe from hence ariſeth eur greateff benefit and 
advantage. Chriſts Croſs is our Crown, his 
Paſſionthe ground of our hope and expeFtation, 
his ſhame our Slory, his paiz Our eaſe, his carſc 
our bleſſing, bis ſtripes our healing, his confine- 
wont our liberty, his condem»ation our juſtifica- 
tion, his ſuffering our reigning, his death our 
© Cx Hife : for his Croſs was the atonement of Divine 
© brifti et Wrath, the condemnation of fin, (n) the opening 
-:2v44 Pa- of Heaven, which was ſhut againſt us, Well 
41%. Da- then : lay theſe things together, aud if ir ap- 
£2 pearthar Jeſus Chriſt is thus /ovely, there isno 
queſtion but he deſerves to be /oved by you, 
eſpecially if you take in the other conſide- 

ration upon wiiich he deſerves your love ; and 

. that1s 
(2.) Upon the account of his /2ve to your 
{clyes, 
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ſclyes. Ir's true, (0) that Chriſts goodneſs and 0 7m ba- 
amiableneſs is ſuch, as that it deſerves onr love, *#%  & 
boweh be bed never loved ms, nor dane goodroue ;F Init 
thorrg 4 ved ts, e goo > ſe Dexs, ut 
yea, after he hath loved us, (p) we ought 29 lice nou a- 
love him more becauſe he us goed and amiable in maſſet nos, 
himſelf, than becanſe he loveth ns, and is benefi= "<< 9enc- 
cial tous. But though the lovelinefs of Chriſt f co —__ 
be ſufficient ro deſerve our love, and we can pOges ({- 
never love himat ſo high a rate as his amiable- /:: /z»; 
neſs deſerves, (for, (q) as one ſayes, 1f every omnes te 
leaf and Spire of graſs, nay all the ſtars, ſand, M0, 

X © benefatios 
atomes in the world Were ſo many ſouls and Sera- ,, 
phims, whoſe love ſhould double in them every (ins no- 
moment to eternity, yet could not their love be & ſlves, ima 
nowgh for the lovelineſs of our God.) yet Chuilt, ©2777 4- 
that he may not fail of catching our love, calts aye wo, 
out the bait of his own love, to allure 9urs to a't.N 2 
himſelf. He beginneth and loveth, that we rem. de 
may love him again, 1 John 4. 19. (r) As Adorar. in 
Water is caſt into a Pump, when the ſprings lye WP". & 
low, to bring up more Water, ſo Chriſt hath ſhed, "5g 
and poured out his love upon us, that our love ; 2 7 
might riſe np to him again by way of gratitwae *v...pe 
and recompence. God lyves, that he may be lo- in ſe D ut, 
ved, (fayes (1) Aiſtiu) and when he. loves, he p'us debe- 
defires nothing but to be loved Wgain, knowing © 
that thoſe who love him, are happy i that tove. OE 
I have already made out the exceeding great- þ acme 
neſs of Chriſts love towards us, in the underta- dencfacic. 
king and accompliſhing/Vf our Redemption, 4m p. 
the conſideration wher®df 'cannot, withour 375: 
on Jude go» Dart r. p. 52. r 71:53:08 on Jude. p., loo: "f Amac 
D: us, ut ametur om amnat, nil aliud wit aunm amave, (0119 o, ann- 
ze offe betas, qui (c amarciins, Aug Man, (196!) p. 235, 


mon. 
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monſtrons ingratitude, but engage us to loye 
him again, 

(1.) Canyou think of Chriſts Undertaking 
for us, and not love him? That he, not like 
7oxah would be caſt into the Sea toallay a ſtorm 
raiſed for his own ſake, but, when our fins had 
raiſed a ſtorm of Divine wrath, would be c:it 
in to allay ir. When he ſaw the miſery of Man- 
kind, he ſaid, Let it come ox me. 

(2.) Can you think of his Incarnation and 
not loye him ? That he ſhould diveſt himſelf of 
his Robes of Glory, and condeſcend to take 
upon him the Rag of our fleſh, Thar he, who 
was God, and Lord of all, ſhould humble him. 
ſelf, and empty himſelf, and make himſelf of x9 
reptation, and be made in the likeneſs of man; 
yea take upon him the form of a ſervant, Phil, 
2.0.7. 

(3.) Can you think of his Paſſion and not 


| love him? [ndeed his Incarnation was a Paſli- 


t Ambroſe 
Looking 
unto Je- 


fus, p-6 58. 


on, arfd his whole life a continued ſuffering : 
but I mean that which is emphatically ſo called, 
that which he ſuffered at, or immediately be- 
fore his death, which who can think of, and nor 
be all in a flame of love > (t) That the Jaage 
of all the World ſhould be accuſed, judged and 
condemned; That the eternal Son of God ſhould 
be found ſtruggling with his Fathers wrath , 
T hat he who had ſaid, I and my Father are one, 
ſhould ſweat drops of (food in his Agony, and cry 
out, My God, my Gid, why haſt thou forſaken 
me? as he did on the Croſs ; That the Lord of 
Life ſhould with unconceivable pains breath out 
hs ſoul, and dye on the Tree of [name and curſe! 

| D (4.) Can 
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(4.) Can you think that all this ſhould be 
for us, and not love him ? That when he was 4 
man of ſorrows, and acquainted With grief, 
(u) they Were our griefs which he bore, and 


as bus holy perſon was capable of them, hi de-= 
ſertion was equivalent to onr loſs, his Agonies to 
roour Corſe, and puniſhment of ſenſe, We were 
| the Malctactors, and the Kings Son choſe our 
Chains, and ſufferedin our ſtead. 

* (5.) Can you think that he ſuffered all this 
for us very willingly, and not love him ? When 
he had undertakento be baptized with this bap- 
tiſm, he was ſlraightned jill tt was accompliſhed, 
| Luke 12. 50. Hedid with the like indignation 
| reduke Peter difſwading from his Croſs, as he 
| did the Devil tempting him to Idolatry : Ger 
thee behind me Satan, Mat. 16. 23.:compared 
with Mat. 4.10. He was ſatisfied with all the 
travel of his ſoul, as it was the means of our 
ſalvation, //a.53. 11. as if he had ſaid, zyel- 
come Agomies, welcome ſtripes and wonnas, wel- 
come Curſe, welcome Croſs, welcome Death, ſo 
that poor ſouls be ſaved. 

(6.) Can you think of his love in all this, 
and not love him? his infinite love, far beyond 
his ſufferings, and the outward expreſſions of 
it, as the Windows of the Temple were more 
large and open within than without ? Can yon 
think of it and not love him ? 

(7.) Can you think that all this was intend- 
ed toconſtrain your love, and not love him? 
He made himfglf fo vile,” that he might be the 

More 


O08r u 2{anton 


{arrows which he carried, Ia. $3.3, 4: The we- Jude. 
ry ſame grefs that we ſhould have ſuffered, ſo far Þ 109. 
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w © dur/, more dear, and preciousunto us, every one of 
© mu2- his wounds isa mouth open to plead for your 
page love, Cercainly if love brought Chriſt trom 
adam, Heayento Earch, to the Crofs, to the Grave, 
qu75:04 it ſhould carry our hearts to himin Heaven 4- 
emo! gain, with ardent and fervent love. (w) An4 
rant2 Ve- bard, and extreamly bardened Sons of Adam, 
AC whom ſo great bounty, ſo great a flame and he, 
ma,tam Of love doth not mollifie, and melt ints love again! 
ing ut ar- (x) AM equity diftates, that he who is beloved 
do 9.99 ſhould love him again by Whom he is beloved; and 
bang " ſhall Chriſt only have love unjultly detained 
Pcur. (-:;- from him, afcer he hath loved us > (y) Love 5 
hi) p. 45+ the Loadſtone of love ;, and were it not a ſhame- 
x 04:5 C- ful thing, that Chriſts loye ſhould loſe its at- 
q!17'Qs _— tractve power upon us, on whom it is molt 
12x; 4. ard out? It is nor firſt love that is required of 
gea'em dj. Us, but only a refleion of his own love back 
ligit; & again; and (Z):there is too much of the ſtone in 
7009s 4- that mans beart who if he will not begin and lead, 
= I will wot follow i this way of love, and repay love 
vitatem For love. Well, for acloze of this, I ſhall ſhew 
:mper2t, you howthe' conſideration of Chriſts love hath 
Bcin. de warmed and affected others hearts, and leaveir 
Cana asa goadin your ſides toquicken yourimitati- 
- *m->*- on. Wharſhould this, but makeus call upon 
3+ ; 
y Mignes Our ſouls to the love of him-who hath thus loved 


«ms Us, 3s Auſtin did? (a) Omy ſoul, tampt with 
anmiyr. 
z N:mis durns et animus, qui amorem, þ nolebat impende-e, nolit 
_— Aug. de Catech. rud, cap, 4. a O anima mea, in 1nd 
! magyne, redempta Chriſti ſanguine, dcſponſata fide, dotata ſpiritu: 
ointa virtutibus, deputata eum Angclis ! Dilire illum, a qiza tantun 
dilctfa es, ingende alli, qui intindit tih), querc querintem te, ami 
am torem int, a quo amorss , jus aingre Previad is, 24, oft 014 
4/J0 if 1s", A's. Man. CUB Þ, 249: ; | 
0 
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the Image of God, redeemed with rhe blood: of b 0 ignite 
Chriſt, efþoufed by fairh, endowed with the (þi- qua ſemp?? 
rit, adorned with graces, committed to the t miti- _ & 
on of Angels } Love him by Whom tho art fo res wt 
much beleved; mind him who mindeth thee, is 1 © a- 
frek him that ſeeketh thee ; love thy Love, by Mor, qui 
whom thou art loved, who hath prevented thee [©mp*r fir- 
with his love, and is the canſe of thy love. But ants, = . 
becauſe we cxnnor ſo much as love him withour nee, hs 
his influence; - {et us go'to him as he doth : cnteme ! 
{b)0 fire, Which alway burneſt, and art never *ccendor 

| extinguiſhed ! O love, which art alway hot, and = _ © tt, 
never cooleſt,” hindle me; let me be wholly enfla- pF en 
| med by thee, that I may Wholly love thee + for he Minus e-. 
loves thee too little, who loves any thing with thee, cnim te 


Which he doth not love for thee. Lord, let me love, "> 4 4 


. ; teciom aly- 
1ea, with thine help 1 will love thee, becauſe thou quid emer, 


ha#t firſt loved me. Let. Anſc!me conclude this ,,,4 non 
matter, who thus breaths afcer a loving Savi- propre- te 


our, (c) Surely, O Lord, becauſe thou haji made 9«t.D:li> 
me, 1 owe my whole ſelf to thy love \, beeauſe thou | 2 


haſt red:emed me, Towe thee my whole ſelf , be- quetiam 
cauſe thou promiſeſt ſo much, 1 ove thee my whole tu prior di- 
ſelf; yea, 1 'owe to thy love as much more than !exiftt mc. 
5 elf, as thou art greater than me, for Whom na Io-. 
thou haſt given thy ſelf, and to whom thou promi- P05» 
q | Certe, 
Doniine, quia fee'fls me, dcbro amors two meiipſiam totum ; qit:4 me re- 
d-miftt, d: bro meibſun totum ; quia tantum promittis, debeo merpſum ; 
ima tintum debeo amori tvo p'ns quam mipſums quantum tu es major 
me, p10 quo dedifti teipſiam, & cu promittis teepſum. Fac (precor) 
Pomine, me guſtaie per amorem quod guſto per cognttion:my ſenttan 
per affeftum quod ſentio per intellefium. Plus debeo quam melp, 
totum, ſed ncc plus habeo, nec hoc ipſum poſſum per me reddere totum, 
Trahe me, Domine, is amorem twum, & hoc ipſum totum, Totum quod 
ſum, tunm eft conditione ; fas totum tuum dilefione, Anſel, Medic, de 


Gen. Hum, cap. 7. (bi) p, 2369.16. Inter opera, Tom.3- (mh!) p, 
. F : i [4 
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feFt thy ſelf. Cauſe me,O Lord, 1 heſeech thee, 
to taſte that by love, which 1 taſte by knowledge; 
leg.me feel by affettion, that which 1 feel by wnaer- 
ſtanding. 1 owe thee more than my whole ſelf, 
but I neither have more, nor can l give thee this 
| Whol of my ſelf. Lord draw me, and that wholly 
into thy love. All that 1 am ts thine, by condition, 
make me all thine by love axd affettion. Thus 
he. —. And now lay theſe things ragether, His 
lovelineſsin himſelt, his love towards you, ſure- 
ly it will ſtrongly conclude chat he deſerves your 


tolovehim. Give me keave to add one motive 
. more, and | have done. 


——_—__—O_@f_—_— 


Sea, 4. 


The fourth 
Reaſon, 


) A LL true bclievers, who have a fa- 

(4 A ving knowledge of Chriſt, and ex 

perienced his love towards themſelves, do, and 

cannot but loye him. The Church teſtifies this, 

faying to himin her conference with him, Cart. 

I. 3, 4. The Uirgms love thee, The Upright love 

d Ainſ- thee, The Virgins, that is, (d) thoſe choſen, 

worth on called, and faithful ones, who With chaſte and 

the place- pare minds (erve the Lord only, aud worſhip him 

* #n ſpirit and truth, and ſtand with Chriſt on 

Mount Sion, whom you find deſcribed, Rev. 

I4. 3,4. Theſe love the Lord for the odonr of h1s 

good ointments, which they pereeive by his W ord 

and Spirit ,, thty love him becauſe he firſt _ 
f 


my 


6 


loye, which ſhould be a ſtrong incentive to you Þ. 
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them, and hath ſhed abroad hrs love in their hearts 
by the Holy Ghoſt, which is given to them. It is " 
{id orthe fraehtes, Numb. 33. 29. (e) That q,. 1.0 
they removed thery Tent from Mithcah, which OPS 
ſignifies Sweetneſs, to Haſamorah, which ſig- 
nes Swittneſs, to teach us (ſaith one) that the 

Saints have no ſooner taſted of Chriſts ſweetneſs, 

but they are carried after him with incredible 

wiſtzeſs : For (as (f) Aſtin obferves) The f Amor 

ove of God doth breed and bring forth the love of _ gr 
the ſol, and makes it tobe intent upon himſelf. parit, —* 
{The Upright, that is, (8) thoſe who have upright cam intex« 
| hearts, and riohteous converſations : Theſe, wp- Acre ſibi 
on the remembrance of the love of Chriſt, mani- _ Ab 
l feſted by his Sufferings, Death, Reſurrettion, , ng " 
Aſcenſion, and the graces and beniſits flowing g Ainf 
from them to his Church, do love him, that ts, are worth. 
tonfirmed ard encreaſed in love to him more and 
more. (b) As fire is encreaſed by adding of fact 00 
wnto it, ſo is our love te Chriſt, #pon freſh and ——_ 
nw manifeſtations of his great love towards us, = wu 
That the Church her ſelf did love Chriſt, is clear , 
from the whole Book of Carticles, (i) which = "hy 
s nothing elſe, but a Divine Epithalamium, or * ates" 10687"F 
Marriage-Song, in which are all the ſtrains of p. 435. 
boly love ſet forth inthe pureſt Allegoriesand 
Metaphors, ſuch as do repreſent that dear affe- 
Gion and union which is berwixt Chriſt and his 
Church. She calls bim her Beloved, Cap. 2. 3. k f2:n:s 
hor did ſhe love bim from the reech oxtward, (as Scholaſt. 
we ſay) but with a love ferch'd as deep as the praQ. Dir 
botrome of her heart : 0 thow whom my ſon! lo- Tart 
veth, ſayes ſhe, Cap.1.7. (k) The remembrance ,| ,q, ,, 
of hy; love to her, had [nch an im preſſicn upon her 2.21, ; 

H 2 kcart, 


L.cn Col, b 
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heart, as to make her ſick of love, Cant. 2, 
(1) 4 fickpeſs nut unto death, but unto life , 
ſickneſs that never ends, but wu comfapt and ſati. 
fattion. It wrought in her a love of a moſt Power: 
ful and unsonguerable mfluence ;, a love as ſlram 
as death, Cant. 8. 6. a love as forcible and irre 
þftible as death, trampling upon, and breaking 
through all aifficalties, that occurre 1m perform. 
ance of duties unto, or wndergeing of ſufferings fu 
Chriſt, A love inflamed into jealouſte, and thi 
jealcufie ascrucl, or hard as the Grave, as it thert 
follows, that us, as inexorable nmto all the ene- 
mies of Chriſt, xnto her moſt profitable and plex 
ſant ſias, her darling and mcſt indulged luſt; 
A love of the ſame uature with fire : the coale 
thereof are coals of fire, which hath a meſt vehv 
ment flame. ibid. tor | 


(t.) As Fire the hotteſt of Elements, ſob 


l,ve of Chriſt was more ſolidly intenſe, than ho 
[ve of any creature whatſoever. She Was, as it 
Were all of a fire with the love of him. 

(2.) As the metwon of fire ts upwards, towards 
Heaven, fo the Churches love of Chriſt was as 4 
fiery Charwt, whereby ſye was carried up int 
Heaven, 

(3.) As fire burns all things combuſtible, (o 
her love of Chriſt conſumed all her corruptions, 
and whereas elementary fire may be quenched, 
the Ive of Chriſt i a celeſtial flame : Man) 
Waters cannot quench it, neither can the Floods 
droVyn it, v. 7, It conld wot be extiguiſhed or 
abated by the calamities which ſhe underwent for 
bis ſake, Andinthelaſt place, It was ſo fincert 
and incorrnpt,as hat it conld not be bribed by any 
treaſure, 


toward. 
s the Childres of FRET 
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treaſmere 
if bus bouſ If a man w 
e for 4 ould ; 
Apoltle + ub love, it moan oy all the ſubſtanc 2 
the caſe could appe contemned 2 * Joh. z1- 
time oy when he _ [O Chriſt - - The I7. - 
» * Simon P emanded of bimfelf in 3 
k Pet of h in tum 
nweſt all thi er looeft tho — 
The fa ings, to u me ? cre 
oy Apoitl rows knoweſt bi Lord, thou yp qorew 
L = hake wirnefleth _ I love thee —_ 
E - d 7 eſs, 1 --4pxr 1 char th rring nelie. = _ 
% er (een him. (m 1. 8. yea, th ey did {ove the in eq 
"pak {aw and ) It is a=. og they ha * nFides 
hi never four ( Yer theſe -nntbo” ove one whom cif ray" og 
- by the pr > amy wee aids Chriſt,whom eſe th. 
— they knew ing os Apolt ad heard mow no 
| 15s wot So» taſted 5, and from influ : 
_ a er þ (n) 6G ver ron by faith cor rag 
mh - SIE PEEP Y, ores on that chi 
_ in Chr it, oy of Chriſt £0 , but inflames —_ ui 
an who is x&T = alſo love CEY who trul chriflun 
4 whatever C_ fo That We. DM 
C my Magzaalen pony was (for i Lnke 7 cupudems 
cy of that _ ſhe be y r itwas not OT alt 
bs (0) French _ in our a c -0ongg 
n expert -man ob F ; . 
+710 wg the ns i She (Ifa ) on 
= - loved bags ſins, did n__ = _— 
' o . 'V. im ” vbboleth, 
year hrlt in the fleſh, 2) reds, - +4 - 
1 Romans _ was Clucfiel about Fumns p Tligev- 1? 
nlogeve bimſel 5 age 2 _ * WV ſs at, 
ru ame Epiſt e gages and a litr! wm Zeſus xr-dghoe? X 
lo yo making e writes, ( ) e before, in wot m__ 
” They —_—_—_ reeho).. res Love is Eviſt, ad 
tor, wid, p, 88. 1 dying words of ject of his Rom.P.89e 
. x Melch, Adai (r)Lath q 8 2us's 
n. Vit. Ge op. ome? 
. Ger, Thto!, & = 6x2 = 
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eWards [bleſs thee, heavenly Father, that thou haſt 11 
Sermons 8. yeajed Feſus Chriſt nntome, whons ] bave belie- 
P. 1. 4d, whom [baveprofeſſed, whom Ihave loved 
Wals.None G bl ' 
but Chriſt whom 1 bave glorified, (rt) Mr. Welſh, a, Suffolk 
p.64+ Miniſter, b:1ngin a deep mule, atter fome dil. 
* 1165 Po. courle that had paſled ot Chrilt, and tears trick- 


ens p.4o, 110g abundantly from bis eyes before he was+ 


uAma! ne ware, being urged for the cauſe thereof, con- 
1mc1'0 feſled ingenuouily, Jt was becauſe he could na Þ 
draw hz all heart to prize Chriſt aright, nort'þ 
(ine merito; fave him enorgh. Andit was a high expreſſion 


quit OFF 4a- 
31/115 


am:t fine of devout Herbert in his Poems, 

fine, quia 

= F 4 i= * Ah! my dear God ! thoagh I am clean forget, 
10 Of . | 

noſcit 25% wh Let me not love thee, if I love thee Kot. 


tum. Be: n. 


Epiſt,107. Nor isthis to be wondred at : for hislove con. 
w Yall, ſtrains them; andrruly (v) he loves defervedh, 


None bur 


Ehrift, p. Who was lgued without deſert ,, he may well lr 


64. without end, Who knows himſelf to have been belt 
x Fio, dut- ved without beginning, as the Father ſpeaks, 
ci/me Fe- (wr) Indeed our cold love of Chriſt would be almuſt 
fs fp _ & great a wonder as his preat love to us, and 
e7 : n = might make us juſtly fear that we never ſaving! 
mere amn/is RCW him. 

zi medide T' hope by this time you are ſufficiently con- 
las ane yinced of the reaſonableneſs of knowing Chriſt 
"7, ſoastolovehim, which methinks ſhould make 
1aneear. Every one of you breath after Chriſt and his 
& t:quefi- love, inthe language of the Seraphical DoRor : 


at, &> {ol (x) pyell,, (Wweereſt Feſus, ſtrike through the in- 


"7th. | 

_ '9. moſt parts of my ſoul with the moſt wholeſome 
2 AMC! : 

at, Bon2- Wound of thy love, that it may truly burn, and 


ven. Soli= be (ickof love , and melt and faint With deſire of 


lo, Cap. 2+ the? 
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thee only. Thus much by way of motive to 
petſwade your love. 


AZAD ID ADE 
—- Ie Nt Re 


CHAP, VII. 


' (2.) WW Ould you hayea Guide for your nire&;on 


| love ? I ſhall in ſome few particu. how Jeſas 
| fars dire& you how you ſhould love the Lord Chriſt 
| Jeſus. - uy - 


Seca, 1, 


{(1,) Bigg that your love be ſuch for quali- The firſt 
ty, asthe Apoſtle makes the charg- 8e2cral 


Qer of true love co Chriſt, which hath the ble(- 0-9 


ſing entailed upon it, Zpheſ. 6. 24. Grace be the quali- 
with all them that love the Lord feſms in ſince> ty of it, 
rity : ſoit is in the Text of our Bibles, and in grounded 
the Margin, with sncorruption. In the Greek wy __ 
tis &y «PIzx%ic, which becauſe it hath been y Optar ie. 
variouſly interpreted , I ſhall firſt open the corruntivi- 
words, and then deduce what I intend from /itatem, id 
them. (y) Piſcator takes this as a diſtin bleſ.. 95,59270r- 
ſing, which the Apoſtle prayes for on the behalf _ wr 
of theſe Epheſians. He had before prayed for g1yyian in 
| Peace, Love, with Faich and Grace, and here viti eter- 
{fayes he) he wifheth for them incorruptibility, x - ſc. 
H 4 that : 


104 The -tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 


z Adim- that rs, immortality, and heavenly glory in the 
= F _ - life eternal, (7) Beza renders it Ad immorta- 
yh litatem, Or Cum immortalitate, To, or with in 
mortalita- mortality, and refers it to Grace in the begin- 
ze, vitd vi. ning of che Verſe,as if the meaning were,Grac: 
aclicet &- be with them that love the Lord Jeſms, unto im- 
- : wy” : uf mortality, that us, eternal life, which ts the end 
grati Sou: that grate, Which he bens for Believers, TO thi 

'0 fideli. ſenſe is the Syriack Verſjon by Temellinm, 
ws prez» (a) Grace which ts not corrupted. And (b) Lyra's 
fur, BeZ. note agrees hereunto, who ſayes the Apoſtle 
a Gratis here prayes, That they may ſo abide in grace, 
Le non. 70t to fall from it, bnt to reach unto glory, which 

wnpi- 's5 grace conſummate and made perfett. (Cc) Rel: 
rr, Trem. [oc underſtands itin this ſenſe, sppoſing this incor- 
b Sicma. T#ptible grace to that cternal curſe, Which the 


weant is ſame Apoſtle denounceth in another place, (0 


gratia, which I have ſpoken before) againſt thoſe wh 


quod nor [rye not the Lord Jeſus. Some underſtand this 
aectdant », - IE” 

& &PÞIrx2gix, for that which is in our own 
av ca, ſed Lai, mo 
proveniant Tranſlation, In ſincerity. T hrs (d) Eraſm, 
ad g/ori- Whoſe note is. That thorgh this word is wont to 
amque oft be elſewhere rightly rendred Immortality, yet her: 
$7471 CON ie fpgnifies integrity, and ſincerity of a heart fret 


(po from all ſinful corruption, (e) Calvin follows 


loc. 

c Icorruptibilem hanc gi atiam rppone oro An tlemati ill! ettr- 
20, quod Paulus alibi denuariit adverſus eos qu non diligunt 
Dommnum aoſtrum F' [um Chr: flum, Rolloc, in loc. 

_ d Ey e@;vuprne, quod alins vert falet immartalitas, Vic jon: 
wnteg/itarem, ac ſuccritatem antimi, wvacan'is omn' corruptela vi- 
forum, Eral, in loc. 

e Subinatcare v0luit Paulus, tune demimn omn! corruptela fo't 
vacuum cor bom:nzs, fi omni byrccriſs cart, Caly. 


the 


: fo 


40 5 a. 


: 
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this ſenſe, and ſayes, that the Apoſile uſeth this 

word, to ſigmfie, that then 3s. the heart of man 

void of corruption, when it 1s without hypocriſie, 
Several (f) others follow this ſenſe, bur I paſſe f/7i4tþs, 
them over. Some underſtand the words accord- —_— , 
ing to the ſenſe of the Margin, with incorrupti- g,1dving, 
on, that 1s, with conſtancy and continuance. Thus & Hemin- 


| the Greek Scholiaſt ( as I find mentioned by $# in loc, 


© Zedirs) expounds it, of a perpetnal and incor- 
Þ& 74ptible love, which fails not, nor ts diminiſhed, g Signifi- 


| two, that they cannot well be ſeparated, ( for," ,., 
{| thar which isfincere, will be conſtanr, and that 4, ,o,6... 


but grows, ana us encreaſed day by day, till it catur is, 


| come tothe higheſt pitch of perfeftion. Andthus 1% als 


I vi, null is 
£) Grotizes, who ſayes it may well berendred, 7, 


Conſtantly, and that ſuch a one is ſignified by it, wut ile 


as will net ſuffer himſelf to be corrupted, nor ceb1is ſe 
' drawn away from that which is right by any corrunpt, 
" farce, intreaties, or allurcments Whatſoever. 
(b) Ochers I find, who take in both theſe latter 
| Interpretations, and underſtand it both of þ- Taj; ani- 
eerity and conſtancy to0, Believers ( (ayes a mi ſtatus 


td eft, a 
refto abda- 
ci patitur, 


(i) late Writer ) are here deſcribed from this, Pi dicatur 


that they love the Lord Feſms in ſincerity, or in- — 


| corruption, that ts, not for a time only, but con-';, p54... 


ftantly , not in hypocriſie, or ſpew only, but fin- gja verts 
cerely aud really. And truly, there is ſuch a conſtanter. 


| near, and neceſſary conjunRion betwixt theſe Gro in 


OC 


C0 


which is conſtant, il ſincere) eſpecially ſeeing tis &> /n- 
the word ſignifies both , and therefore hence [ ce/#tatc. 
would dire you ( as ever you would obtain ©: in 
that grace, favour, and all good, whichin this | Foeuſun 
Hpoſtolical benediftionis annexed unto it ) that on the 
you look your loye to Chriſt be for the = place, 


av 
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of it ſincere and ſtedfaſt, pure and permanent 
ithout reſcryation, and without reciding, 
yon, 


Se, 2, 


The fift (t.} Br that your love to Chriſt be 1 


—__— fncere love : for that may be one 
_ ſenſe of the word, (k) as1 ſhewed you before. 


That is be _ £2x#eff. But how ſhall I know that my loveto | 


fncere. Chrilt is ſincere ? 


& Soitisin Ayſw. I ſhall not handle the caſe at large; 

our Tranſ= yer 1 ſhallgive you ſome charaRters of ſucha | 

love, which may give you ſome light in this Þ 

matter; and for thoſe who deſire further ſatiſ- Þ 

&c, faRion, I ſhall refer them to the (1) Authors Þ 

+59. Ge 
Pings Try- quotedin the Margin, where they may find the 


al of Chri» caſe more fully and largely reſolved. The Cha- 


— raQers which I ſhall give, are theſe, 


he three laſt Sermons eſpecially, Morn, Excrciſe, Pare 2+ Serm, 
g+ P+ 218. 
4 Chara- (1. Sincere love of Chriſt is ſpiritual inits 
_ of principle and conſtitution. Tt is noc founded in 
paecr® Nature, but Grace, and ſprings not from cu- 
Chrit. ftome, education, formal profeſſion, external 
The 6:0 communion, or an hiſtorical faith : bur it is be- 
charager, un inadeep ſenſe of our ififinire wants and mi- 
Ie is Spiri- ſeries without Chriſt, together wittrhis ſuirable- 
rual, neſs, ſufficiency, and readineſs to relieve and re- 
fcue us, and it is carried on, and further 
firengthned and encreaſed by evidence of onr 


propriety and intereſt in him. . Unfeigned love 
ts the daughter of unfeigned faith ; _—_ wn 
aith, 


<< I 


has 
_ _—. 


wes ts, <6 dt qo > 3 


towards the Children of Men; 


 fgich, as it believes what Chriſt is in himſelf, a- 
8 bundantly abte and willing to anfwer all the ne- 

ceſfities of the ſoul, works a love of deſire after 

him ; andas it applies, and brings home all this 
with ſome clearneſſe and eyidence to the foul, ſo 
it works a love gf complacency, This is the firſt 
Character, and of great concernment : for if 
ever you would make your loye to Chriſt, 
you muſt make good the ground and principle 
| of it. 


(2.): Sincere love is Cordial in the exerciſe of The ſec 


! it, 1. Itiswith the heart.” O thou whows 1m) ſoul cond Chas 


rater, Je 
| loveth, ſayes the Spouſe, Cart. r. 7, (m) #/how is Cordial, * 


| 7 love with my very ſoul. (n) It notes the wun- 


| feigneaneſs and fervency of her love. Sincere love ,, auims 
! 15not complemental, bur cordial ; it ſtands not ditige. 


| jn outward expreſſion, but intimate affection. 
| When Chriſt wooes for your loye, he bids you 
give him your heart, Prov. 23, 26. and ayes as 
Fehu did to fonadab, 2 Kings 10.15. Is thine 
beart right, as my heart i with thine heart ? 
it this be wanting, he values not all your good 
words, but will ſay as Delilah did to Sampſon, 
Fudg. 16.15. How canſt then ſay I love thee, 
When thy heart ts not with me ? 2. Itis alſo with 
the whele heart. T houfhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with 
alt thy mind, (ayes our Saviour, Aa. 2.2. 37. 
There is no love befitting God but ſuch a toye. 
He loves a broken, but cannot endure a divided 
heart , he will have all or none. We ſhould love 
Chriſt infinitely,and becanſe we cannor,we muſt 
love him unfeignedly, which we do nor, unleſſe 
weloye him with our hearts withour _— 
an 


Mercer. in 
loc, 
Dn Ainfe. 


worth, 
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and with our whole hearts wichour halying, 
b Dr. Pre- (0) The Lord will have the whole fhreans of your 
6 - affettion, deſires, intentions and endeaumrs to run 
ves. Fo to him . there muſt not arivulet run out of it , it 
muſt ng be drained away, but the Whole ftream 
muſt be all beſtowed upou himſelf; there maſt be 
no diviſion there, but he muſt have al, and there 
is good reaſon for it : for he hath loved us with 
his whole heart, and his whole ſonl, Jer. 32. 41. 
Chriſt then muſt be the Center of all the affeQi. 
ens of your whole heart, if you would love him 

ſincerely, as you ought to do. 
The third (3.) Sincere love ischaſte love. The love of 
,Chara- a ſoul to Chrilt is of the nature of Conjugal love, 
Qer: Qs 5 which when itis chaſte hath theſe properties, 
Challe. | Thatit is a Perſonal love, a love of the Per- 
p Meretri- ſon more than his portion. (p) It i the love of 4 
cius amo' Harlot, to love the Ring more than the Hwnsband, 
eſt plus a1-. Our love of Chriſt mult be a perſonal love, we 
gay muſt loye him, more than his. He indeed (fayes 
mare, (q) Bernard) loves chaſtely, who ſeeks him whom 
q Amit he loves, not any other thing which he hath. [ts a- 
profetto c4- dulterate love, to love the priviledges and bleſ- 
= » 142" fings of Chriſt above himſelf, and (as (r) one of 
ns. pon our own ſpeaks) If we love not Chriſt more than 
ritznon ali= his benefits, we are not Worthy of him. A Chriſti- 
«4 quic- an doth, and may lawfully lave the Ordinances, 
qu4m 19ſi- Priviledges, Graces and Benefirs which come by 
_ Chriſt, but yet he loyes Chriſts perſon.more than 
poke . theſe, and above all theſe : ſo that if there were 
138. not any of theſe in hand, or in hope, yet would 
r Green- helook upon Chriſt as alcogether lovely, and 
Om * love him without theſe. ({) That # the noble lo» 
amtoy non queeſcit in dono, ſed in me ſuper omne donum, Thom. A 
Kemp. de Imit, Chriſti, lib. 3, cap, 6. (mh) p. 153, vr, 
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ver who reſts not in any gift received from Chriſt, 
but reſts in Chriſt above every gift ; lo the devour 
A Kemps: brings in Chriſt ſpeaking to the ſoul. 
2. Thatit is alove of the Perſon, conſidered ;» 
the utmoſt extent of that relation of a Huiband ; 
chat is, not only as a Cheriſher and Preſerver, 
but alſo as a Head, Guide and Lord, Thus a 
Chriſtians fincerelove to Chriſt, reſpeRs, and is 
{ carried out to whole Chriſt; not only as Jeſus in - 
? to Save, but alſo as Lord toRule, It looksat 
| Chriſtas Mediator, and loves him in all the offi- 
! cesof his Mediatorſhip , not only as (t) Wit- 4s 5+ | 
neſſe, bur alſo as Leader and Commander; not 1*5-*3* ". 
only as $eviour of his Body, but alſoas Head of © \Þ 
* his Church, not only asPrieſt, to ſatisfie and in- 
tercede, bur alſo as Propher, to teach, lead and 
guide; and as King, to Rule, goyern, and exer- 
| ciſedominion. As the Heart muſt not be divi- 
| ded, which is the principle of our tove : ſo Chriſt 
muſt not be divided, who is the object of our 
love. As we muſt loye with the whole heart, ſo 
we muſt love a whole Chrift, or not at all. Take 
| it for a clear rrath, (ſayes one) That if thou o-  ,, 
veſt not Chriſt as thy Soveraign Lord, if thy Exerciſes 
beart be not knit to him, as thy High Prieſt with Part 2, p. 
| Ged, if thou haſt not affetioately entertained $29- | 
him as thy Maſter end Teacher, ina Word, if | $ 
thou art nor conſecrated unto God by Chriſt , if k 
thou art not a loyal Subjett, and a willing Diſci- 
ple, love in ſincerity doth not dwell in thee. 3, Thac 
It is an unſhared, and incommunicable love. 
When a Womans married to an Husband, if 
ſhe love him ſincerely, as ſhe ought, he hath no 
Corrivalgin her affection, bur ſhe gives _— 
whole 
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whole love, and doth nor divide it betwixt him 
and others, her heart is fer upon him more, 
than all the World beſides : fo it is with a Chri- 
tian who truly loyes Chriſt : He hath xaxe in 
Heaven but Chriſt, and there is none on Earth 
that he deſires beſides him, Plal. 7 3. 25. His Mot. 

w.Lamnbert to isthat of the (w) Martyr, None but Chriſt, 
* None bat Chriſt. As Chriſt is all inall to him,fo 

x Reynolds heis all in all his affeRions for Chriſt. (x) As the 
on Plal. ,;fing of the Sz drowneth all thoſe innumerabl: 
Thetts Stars which fhined in the Firmament before, | 
eharaRer, #be beauty of this $Swn of Righteouſneſs doth blit | 
It isReal. ont, or elſe gather together wnto it (elf all thuſe 
ſeattered affeFtions of the ſoul, which xr before 

caſt away upon meaner ebjefFs.This is cli: ite love, 

and the third CharaRter of that which is tincere, Þ 

(4.) Sincere loye is real love, not »:t 1” ward Þ 

and in tongue only, but in decd andin truth. If 

that be required in our loye to Chrivians, asit 

is x 7obz 3. 18. ſureiyic muſt not beomittedin 

our love to Chriſt. Our Saviour himſelf makes 

this the proof of qur love. 1f yox lowe me, keep 

wy Commandments, John 14.15. And 2gain, 

y Probatio He.that hath my Commandments, and keepeth 
dile ions them, he it is that loveth me, v, 21. And again, 


cft exbibi- If a man love me, he will keep my words, v.2.3.50 
tio operis, John 15.14. Tow are my friends if you do Whatſch 


_ n ever command you. Youſee then, 7 bat exhibi- 
cen, 


Dom. Ser. #0 of works #5 the probation of love, as the (y )Fa- 
4 ther ſpeaks, Its in vain for men to talk of loying 
z Leighs Chriſt, if they do not walk after him, in a free, 
Crit. Sacr, chearful, univerſal, and conſtant obedience to 
"4 2,7. 01S Commandments. (z)Some derive the Greek 
ord 63% - as ke c 

TY. word for love, «mm, from &yxv Touay, wa © 

| ave 
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ove is alway operative, As Fire is the moſt ac 
ive Element, fo Love is the moſt working , ,,,,. 6 
race. indeed ( a) Lowe, if T, be uot operative, non opera= 
;s not at all. (b) He doth not love God, Who con- tar, non 
rmns his Presepts ; as we love not a King, when - Greg. 
we hate his Laws. (c) We cannot approve the fin- b Yui pre- 
cerity of or love, but by the mc. þ our obeds- ©(pta Det 
ence. . He Who loveth Chriſt (fayes (d) Gerhard) mms 
doth approve, and follow thoſe things which he diligit,we- 
knows to be acceptable unto Chriſt ,, and doth hate, ,, eaimre- 
and avoid ſuch things as he know rwittbyno meyer gem diligi- 
Lpleaſe him. On the other ſide, where there is not 1, ſt 04's 
an obſervance of Chrifts Precepts, there ts no true ya ry +. 
' .'* habemug, 
love of Chrift, though there may be much boaſting 4 
of it., Deeds ſpeak, more ſtrongly than words : If 
$a Wife ſhould boaſt that ſhe loves her Huabang, < Vide 
: and in the mean time oppoſe him in all things, ſor 50) on 
will never be able to perſwade ber Husband, nor _ 8 
any others, that fee truly loves him : $0 thoſe who Pp. 472. 
boaſt that they love this heavenly Husband, the 473- 
Lord Feſus, and in the mean time trample his 
Commandments under their feet, do but deceive 4 Wi 46 
themſelves. The true and noble love of Feſus, (as ya _ 
ne: | © ſum, pro» 
a (e) devout man ſpeaks) doth inforce to the doing y,c, 
| of great things,and dgth excite to the deſire of more ſeftatyr 
dp ey qu4 
| Chriſto grata efſe novit, atg, odit &+ fugit que Chriſto wiaind 
| Placere novit. Contra vers ubi now eft Preceptorum Chrifis obſerua- 
tio, tby non eft vera dileffio; quamuis muita fit de dilefiiont 
| Slonatto, &c. Gerh, Har, ( mihi)} p. 925» 
| e Amor F:ſu nobilis ad magna op:randa impellit, &+ ad deſs- 
| deranda ſemper p:1feffiora excitat, Amor onus non ſentit, labo= 
res non reputaty plus affeftat quam watet, Amor gum ſin? one- 
e portaty, & omn? amaium dulce, ac ſapidum efficitt. A Kewpe 
& lmic, Chriſti. lib. 3. cap, 5. (mibi) p. 149. 150. 


perfet 


113 The tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 


perfeft things. Love feels no burden, reckons ny 


of labours,and affefts more than it can do. It bear; 
a burden Without burden, and makes every bitth 
thing ſweet. and ſavoury, True love of Chriſt i; 
real and operative, not only full of affeRion tg 
him, bur alſo of aRion for him, expreſledin - 
bedience to his Commandments. Theſe are the 
Characters of ſincere love, and ir will concen 
you to look that your love be thus ſincere, 


——_— —_e—@l#l. OW. a P 


22 RY 
The f:- (2.) | Ook that your loye to Chriſt be! 


ee ee Ee ——————————_———_ 


cond ſedfaſt and conſtant love : ' for that Þ} * 
Branch of may be atiother- ſenſe of rhe * word, as was I} 
the firſt ſhewed before: (*) True love of Chrift s, if 


Thr kn: long-laſting,” yea an everlaſting affeftion, it wil 


ſtedfaſt & 10t waſte, purrifie, Warm-eat'or decay : but i 

conſtant. 3ncorr#ptible. * Now there are two things which 
g0 to the making up 07 this ſtedfaſt, conſtant 

"So kb fe - > 

in the 


Margin of your Bibles: With incorruption. 0 d) Roberts Eviden- | 


CCS. 'P. 21. | 
Two Cha: (1.) It muſt be Inviolable, ſuch as will not 
pro * becorrupted. Man hath more Suitors for his 
love, lovethan one, Chriſt ſues-for it, and Satan 
The- firſt ſues for jt, and neither will be ſatisfied without 
is, Thar it it : only with this difference, that Chriſt wil 
be Invio- haye all or none ; but Satan will be content with 
—_ a part : if he cannot get the whole, he is willing 
to have it divided : for thereby he knows he 

ſhall have all at laſt, becauſe Chriſt will nor be 

put off with a piece of che heart, nor coupe a 

| a 
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half our love, Now as Chrilt ſues by 
ſo Satan ſues by the World: mage _ 
Chriſt hath gained the love of a mans heartin 
earneſt to hiniſelf, nor all the baits which 
Satan layes for him, nor all the fair promiſes 
_ he makes to him from the Worlds Trini- 
, (f) che Juſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and f 1 Juh, 2, 
the pride, the pleaſures, profits, preferments je 
this lite, can bribe or corcupt him in his love to , pong 
| Chriſt , but he remaiss invioiable againſt all bas we 
theſe. Now he can ſay, having loved him, and ih rag 
| taſted of his ſweetneſle, unto all other cem _ 
tions and allurements from the creature, F outs Sonoko tg 
—_—_ venitts ad me ;, They are no more * * arrong 
| him than they are to a dead man : for ſuch a one Muzdis 
| is heroche World, andall the flattering, enti- aber, 
; blandiſhments of it, as Pax faid © was © {4 ni- 
(s/ Gal. 6. 14. [am crucified to the World. This OT _—_ 
Nay Branch of the characer of true love to ny 4 
Chriſt, at is ſer down, Cant. 8.7. 1fa ma in "6 m 
would give all the ſubFFance of his H onſe for lov 'h Opibus 
L World be merly contemned : which thou "om _ 
| Ainſworth interpret to the ſenſe, That pay pkg 
| Love,nor any other Grace can be purchaſed h = Gf : ws 
zey, yet ordinarily it is interpreted to ch 4A Chriſti a= 
ſenſe, as will ſerve the end I bring it for, #4 m_— 
_ =_ yo which is truly affeRed ro "Teſs _ = 
riſt, will not be perſwaded out of it by — 5 
thing which this World can afford. Thus NNE Chriſtum 
wks (h) The Chmrch is not draWvn by riches or vbnenl 0 
gain to depart from the leve of Chriſt, ſeeing ſhe hs ar 
4 ready toleave all ſhe hath for Chriſt To th -- 
me purpoſe one of our own: (i ) [ 0 Toad 
though the wealth: * fa man, i Foc 1 
Wear ieſt man in the World, ſhould in loc. 
l profoy 
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proffer a Chriſtian all his wealth, to hire him to 

abandon his leve and loyalty to Chriſt, he would 

luck upon it With ſcorn and indignation,With con- 

tempt and deteſtation. A true Believer will part 

with all be hath for Chriſts ſake : bur he will not 

part with Chriſt for all the World. Such a one 

was Luther,who could not be tempred by all the 

fair promiſes which the Rowaniſls made him of 

Honour and Wealth, to abate of his zeal and af- 

; « c21c:2p- fetion for Chriſt and his Truth, but anſwered 

5  K1- all their temprations with this noble reſolution, 

1815 {4 (k) The fury and favour of the Romiſh Party » 

= - & by me alike contemned. So that when one asked, 

adam. in 1hy they did not ſtop his month with Silver « 

vita Lu- Gold, another antwered, (1 ) Alas ! this German 

theri, p> Feaſt cares not for Gold. Such a one was the no- 

V1, ble Marqueſsof Vico, who having left his Coun- 

Geimanz Oey, Relations and Eſtate, for Chriſts fake and 

b.ec Befia Religion, and havirg withitood ſeveral tempra- 

r02 Guat tons tO return, was 2t laſt aſſ:ulted by a ſubrile 

42m. and importunate Jeſuit, 'who, among other 

= ” things, made him fair offers of money, if he 

= C:an Would return home : but be reſolutely repelled 

ſbaws this Temptationin theſe words, ( m) Let their 

gracious money periſh with them, whoeſteem all the Gold in 

_— the world worth one dayes ſociety with feſw 

——_ 17 Chriſt. And ſuch a loveas this muſt we have to 
_ © Chriſt, if we would be conſtant to him. - 

The ſe- (2.) It muſt be Invincible, ſuch as cannot be 

_ * conquered, As Chriſt hath threatnings to er- 

Jovincib1g, Force our love, as well as promiſes to entice it, 

from the Word, ſo hath Satan from the World, 

to Keep, or call off our hearts from Chriſt, He 

bath a frowning, as well as a ſmiling World; 

| threats, 
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threats as well as promiſes, force as well as flat- 

tery; and where heprevails not by the one, he 

will make uſe of the other : but now where a 

ſoul is fully bent and fixed inlove to Chriſt, ir 

will * abide in ftrength againlt this as well as the * G<1-49+ 

other, by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob, ** 

This lovein che heart of a Chriſtian isa fire, thar 

hath a moſt vehement flame, which many watirs 

Cannot quench, nor the floods drown, as 1t 15 ex- 

Epreſled Cant. 8.6, 7. Where, (n») by Waters .n 44;/- 

Jand Floods, (according to a uſual Metaphor in 20h, 

\ccipture, 2 Sam. 22. 17. Pſal. 32. 6. Pſal. arid 

£42. 7.) are meant many and ſore affliftions, "9 <q 

Inerſecmtions, troubles and temptations; and ſo 

Ihat whichis intended, 1s, That no threatnings, 

defflifFions and perſecutions can beat off the Spouſe 

rom” the love of Chriſt. The love of Chriſt, 

wherewith che Saints are inflatned, is ſuch as 

cannot be quenched with any caſamities or per- _,, "Th 

ſecutions whatſoever. Thus Agercer takes it : ;;,y; poſe 

(0) By 1aters and Floods (fayes he) we may ſums ot 

wider and Perſecutions, and the terronr and Ot & 

threats of Adverſaries ; cven theſe cannot quench adverſat = 

the love of the Charch to Chriſt : how mach leſs gms = ta 

(an flatteries and allurements do ir ? To this mines; e 

purpofe is that of che Apoſtle, Rom 8.35. ad fin. be quiden 

What ſhall ſeparate #s from the love of Chriſt ? *moem | 

hall-tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or "oy fe ' 
I ? / Chr:flum 

jamine, or nakedne(s, or peril, or Sword ? &C, ,x4:54c;, 

— 1 am perſwaded that neither deathnor life, paſſin; 

"%# Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor mms 

things preſent, ox thingt to come, nor height, — + ing 

mr'depth, nor any other creature ſhall be able to v0: 

Pararte us from the love of God, which is in loc, 

I 2 Chriſt 
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p Grot- Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 1 know theſe words are 
Yof oy generaily taken by (p) Expoſitors tor that lors 
4 , with which the Lord loveth us ; yer ſome of the 
Piſc. (q)Ancients take them for that love which we 
g Ambroſ. have towards him; And (r ) Peter Atartyr 
Anſel. (though he follow it nor) ſayes, it 5s no il, w 
_ wp. wofit ſenſe. 1 think Deodat doth well, who t;key 
G 6; age. in both ſenſes : 1/hat grief or calamity can mak 
pia ci: (e- 115 doubt that Chriſt ha:n withdrawn hrs lov: 
rentia.Per. from us, and make us ceaſe loving him ? SO he, 
Mart, in and the Commentators toremengioned on that 


loc. place inthe Carticles, dy make this Scripture 
\ DO non p rh RF uy: h. tha 
4 parallel with ch:t, And it is great truth, tha 
eſt parat;es 


amniap;= AS none of theſe things can make Chriſt ceal; 
ti, & ad loving thoſe whom he harh once loved ; fo nes 
-o0(unta/# ther can they make a Chriilian ceaſe loving & 
ftare diltce Chriſt, whole heart is ſincerely pitch*d upor 
£1,757 Cf vn" | _ 
ies -- DIM ina way of loye, It 1s every Ones duty, 
wat ap- (1) He who 15 net ready to ſnffer all things, ani 
pellari, O- to ſtand tothe Will of his beloved, ts not Worthy 1 
portet a- bear the name of alover. Jt- becomes bim wi 


prin loves, to embrace willingly all hard and bitta 
2, a. things for his ſake whon; he loves , nor for all cit 


wiara pirop- FrAry Occurrences to be turned afrde _ him: 
cer dileſt And itis the property of every upright Chriltt 
a n'& an, This hath been verified in the whole nol: 
ompiti'» Army of Martyrs, in all Ages, who have with 
»yaria ac. The ſtrongeſt reſolution, and moſt invinable 
cd nti:þ Aedfaſtneſs, entertained all the threats and tor- 
eo dfieti. ments of their enemies, rather than deny Chrilt, 
7 K-wP3 or be ſeparated from his love. Upon this ac 
Ekrinz Count they have been tortured, not accepting 
}ib. 3 cap. deliverance, that they might obtain a better ri- 
3p. 152 ſurreftion. Others had tryal of cruel mocking! 
ar 
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and ſconrgings ;, yea moreover of bonds and im- © Nec rem 
priſonument. T hey were ftoned, they Were ſawn tardati 


aſunder vere tempted,were ſlain with the Sword, Ya _—_ coey 


they Wanared about in ſheep-5kins, and goat-Skins, rum mery, 
being deſtitute, affiifted and tormented, as you ſed infis 

have it, Heb. 11.35,36,37. Thus the (c )Father tormentie 
ſpeaks of the Martyrs and Confeflorsin histime, ">. eſis 
asg00d Souldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, That they were ons. 


not retartled from the battel by fear of torments, ſortes & 


| but were more provoked to the battel by thoſe very ſtabiles ad 
| rorments, coming forth ſtrong and ſtedfaſt, with 3X19 
| ready drwotion to that battel which had the great- 


cert aminis 
eſt conflit., (v) Nor did flatteries deceive, nor a 
threats terrific, nor pains and torments overcome dcvotione 
the incorrupt firmneſs of their faith, ( which prodiſtis. 
wrought by love, as true faich doth, Gal. 5. 6.) 2 4 
Nor was any earthly puniſhment more able to caſt | _ % ; 
them d-wn, than Divine proteftion was to raiſe mati, ut © 
them up. (w)T hey endared the, meſt grievous incorrup- 


Inquiſition to the conſummation of their glory , Go _ 
rmt ren 


mr did they yield unto puniſhments, but puniſh- |. 1 
ments rather yielded unto them ; Andalitleat- 4; ge- 
ter, The tormented ſtood ſtronger than theix tor= cipiant, 
mentors; their beaten and rorn members over- 901 mine 
came thoſe inſtruments of cruelty wherewith they **'"&a"!» 
were beaten and torn. Cruel ftripes, of long con- wa oupaany 
tinuance, and often reneWed, conld not overcome menta de- 
their impregnablt faith , no, not though their ve- wine. | 

NCC Pius 
ad dejiciendum potrſt terrena pena, quam ad erigendum _ dive 
ua, ww Toleriiſtis u{g, ad conſummationem glorie duriſſiman queſtion 
nem, nec ceſſiſtus ſupplicius, ſed vobis poti is ſupplicia ceſſerunt, ldem 
ibid.  Stcrerunt torts torquentibus fortiores 3 & pulſantes ac lamantes 
ungulas pulſata ac laniata membra vicerunt, Inexpugnabilem fidens 
ſuperarc 408 potuit diu [@viens plaga repetita, quamuis rupta compage 
wiſecrum corqueentr in ſervis Dei jam non membray ſed vntAcra, 
:0:m ibid, RA wy - U, 
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x Htes ry bowels were digged out, and not ſo much the # C 
hey s members, as the wounds of the ſervants of Gid #451 
rum nw were tormented. In another place having writ. {ny # 
p:1h».7e. teato ſome Martyrs,they return him an anſwer, {ac#r: 
ſeimus, wherein, among other things they tell him, {:hc L 
ſea provo- (x) Now ve are not only not afraid of the enemirs {cas 
yr pork. of the Truth, but we provoke them, and in this ve. Weed 
cos D:i ty thing, that we yield not to the enemies of God, with 
.m hos We overcame them. And a little before they tell celle1 
ſo, 4104 him, That it was the Trump:t of the Goſpel which (R/#7%' 
= « Ve . atimated them to this combat. And among other $2 4: 
—_ Eilt places, theſe are two there mentioned which {}).K#1 
16. ik... Sayethem great encouragement, He that Luverh *iwith 
Cypr. Father or Mother more than me, 1s not worthy of wer 
Epilt. or, AYat. 10.37. and that fore-cited, Roms. $. $vith 

_—. '.f"> ivho ſhall ſeparate 1s from the love « toth, 
y Nr =p. Chrift ? &c, It was their love to Chriſt which I}*vre 
Dok bo ” madethem invincible in all their ſufferings for her, 
2e1wnfys Chriſt; and chis wasan evidence of the truth and I{cXu 


«4 Cnas- rightneſs of it, that it was ſtedfaſt and inyincible, 


og bn 


eamw, 
» 
C 


2) 
8 


Tov, tvs 
In7s X-1- 


eV IHC 


& V&A TL , 


I might give you, innumerable inſtances of this ; 


* as. many Margyrs ſo many inſtances : 1 ſhall 


content my ſelf with naming two or three. 7e- 
»4tius, whoſe heart was enflamed with {oye to 
Chriſt, (as1 hinted before) kept this fire in, a- 
midſt the-waters and floods of Perfecution which 
he met with. Hear what he ſayes whiles he was 
a Priſoner, a little before his ſuffering; (y) Now 
Thegin tobe a Diſciple I care for neither things 


erupizrs, 3hble roy inviſible, ſo that I may but obtain jc- 
EFropmm1o : X 

Yr 65Y 29, ar Y/OTelt eNaD EAVTuUC! GAs TY. BLuaTtC, i} KOAG» 
ns 77 Arete, wr cus cept, woror, Iv Inrs Xews Em: 
72/4. Jenn. Fiſt, ad Roman, Edit. Uſer, (mih:) p. 86, 


{vs 


w Chriſt. Let fire, croſs, concourſe of Wild 
yeafts, the cutting, ſeparating and breaking of 
my bones , the diſſipation of my members, the 
defbr nition of my hole body, and the torments of 
the Devil ;, let all come upon me, only that 1 may , 


ehrain feſus Chriſt, * Pelycarpus bu ur- 7 


with promiſe of his liberty, returned this ex- 7. 8. 
cellent anſwer, Four ſcore and ix years have I 
erved Chriſt, neither hath he ever cffendeq me 
in any thing., and how can 1 then revile my 
| King that hath this kept me? Being threatned 

with wild Beaſts unleſs he would repent, bean- 

lwered, Bring them forth, for I have determined 
with my ſelf nct to repent and turs from the better 


#ownrds the Children of Men, 119 


oed by the Proconſul to blaſpheme Chriſt, ya. x. p. 


tothe worſe, When * Chryſeftome had received 2 * Licm. p., 


threatning mefage from Exdexiathe Empreſs, 145. 
he returned this anſwer, Go tell her, Nil nift pec- 
caturn timeo, / fear nothing bt ſin. If the 2 wecen 
will, tet her baniſh me : The Earth ss the Loras, 
and the fulneſs thereof. If ſhe wil, let her ſaw me 
alunder : Waiah ſwffered the ſame ;, if ſhe mill, let 
ber caſt mg into the Sea, I Will remember Jonah, 
if ſhe will, let her caſt me into a burning fiery Far- 
nace, or among wild Beaſts : the three young men, 
and Daniel were ſo dealt With ,, if ſhe will, let her 
fone me, or cut off my head, 1 have Stephen and 
the Baptiſt my bleſſed companions ;, if ſhe will, let 
tertake away all my ſubſtance : Naked came [ 
ont of my Mothers Womb, and naked ſhall I re- 
twrs thither again. Thus he, 1 ſhall add but the 
example of XZoſes, who is an inſtance of this 
ltedfaſt love in both parts ot it, as you find, Heb. 
11,24,25,26,27+- I hen he was come to years,he 
I 4 refufea 
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z Diſce, O refuſed te be called the Son of Pharaohs Daugh- 
ChiiGiane, rey, the pleaſnres of fin, and the treaſures 


quemad- ypt. Here wasinviolable love. He choſe af- 
_ py : = la with the People of God ; efteemed the re- 
ſtum, diſce proach of Chriſt absve the Worlas wealth , feared 
amare du!- not the wrath of the King. Here was invincible 
"ee: love. Thisiscolove Chriſt aright; and if you 
—_ 2, would love him as you ought, you muſt [earn 
ne decepti; thus to love him , To love hims ( as that (z)Fx 
fottiter, ne ther direRts) ſweetly, leſt being enticed, wiſeh, 
oppreſſs 2b Jeſt being decerved , and ſtrongly, leſt being oppre/- 
wy age; ſed you 3 turned aſide from your love of the Lord 
ramus, (a) Let your love therefore ( ashe goes on ) : 
Bern. in ſtrong and Fedfaſt , neither giving way to terror:, 
Cant, Ser. nor fnking under labours. (b) Not to be drawy 
20. p.145. way with flatteries, nor ſeduced with fallacies, 
_— * nor broken and overcome with injuries : this t5 t1 
amor ny love him with all the heart, with all the mind,an{ 
nee cedens with all the Frength. Thus love the Lord Jeſus 
zerronbus, ſincerely and Redfaſtly, which is all the diredi- 
nec ſure on ſhall give you for the quality of your loye, 


cumbens : 
blade, I now proceed to another DireRion. 


ibid, 
b Non abduci blanditits, nc ſ*duci fallacits, noe iacuyits frm ; (6'8 
Core, toto anims, tota virtu.e deligere ejt. ibid. 


| 


= 


f 


- 
2 
- 


rents of our Boay , the Children of bt Fleſh, 


towards the C hildren of Mem, 113 
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CHAP. VIIL 


Ook that your love to Chriſt be, +for {heſecond 
the meaſure of it, without mealure. gencrall 
There can be no exceſſe | in lovins Chrilt, 48 direRtioa 
there may be 1n /o2zzg other thin: 95, the W"4- ro ps 
man in the GolpelI loved much, Luke 7 "WC 


(2 


+ / * but 1::re of Our 
not roo much. As his love to us was 4 !r4#/ce- love, 


dent love, ſo muſt ors be to him, it miſt roar ſe 14 15 ts 
cexd our love £0 all other things in the VForld TO 
We are to lowe him (ayes a || learned NanJaverr ,. .. Fon 
ball thi TS gcre. Burn, 

(1.) Appretiative, ſetting an 'hiohcy price «e dl. Deva 
upon 1s Glory and Command, than! upon ary (206) Pa 


other t11ug bei:des. | wo, 
| ey, of 

(2.) Intenſive, with the greateſt f{rce and ;,. pq, 
teztion of our ſpirit, lettings no boxnds, Or p:: 32, 
meaſure, our love of him. FE 

(3.) Adequate, asthe ccrpleat, terfeft,and 
41:9uete object of all our [5wve, in whom it muſt 
bent: , and in whom it mul} end. Cl riit 9 1:ff be 
lryid ( laith the *lame Amthorr in anorher , 
mace ) with a vrincipall, and (1 nity $ve lowe, P! ne tn 
fr0unard on the experience of the ford tat ſilfe. » 74 ; 
that there 1s tex tht ſand times more bed! {1Y, at 6 | 
amiablin ſſe tn b1m, than in all the beayur 5,pl A- 
ſures, profits ſatis a {1085, whick the world can 
afford : that in compariſon, or competits,n with 
vim, the deareſt things of this World ,, the Pa- 
I 


ths 
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the Wife of our Boſome, the Bloud of our Veing, 
the Heart in our Breaſt, muſt net onely be lazy 
down, and loſt as ſacrifices, but bated as ſnares, 
*Preſtou of when they araw us away from him. * Indeed 
Love Þ*8- we ao not love him as God, but as a Creature, ii 
ws we do not love him above all:to ſay we love him @ 
God,C+ yet ,not to love hims above all,is a contra. 
+ Pinks (ion.Nay we love him not at all,if we;love him 
Triall of not above all. For(as tone obſerves )ſo much oy. 
pct P'S* [y do we love Chriſt, as we love him more than mt 
wo Love any thing elſe leſides, thiugh never ſo low, 
(1.) Becanſ+ we have iufinitely more reaſon t 
love him,than it 1; poſſible we ſhould have to low 
any thing elſe, and therefore #t is not to be ac. 
cornted love unto him, it we can afford as mutt 
and mere to ſomeii320 elſe, 

(2.) Becarſe, if we love but one thing betttr 
than we do bim that on: thing may force us to dts 
[pight, for{ake, and betray him, as accurſealy, as 
if we preferred an hundrd things before him ; Jed 
he that reſolvealy prefers bat on: thing before hit 
Commr:i9n with Chriſt, will quickly be intreas 

red by his own heart to Preſcy mare. 


cap aun _ ————— ——— 


RE 8; 


F you would have theſe things mrre parti- 
4 cularized, our Saviour hath done it in Lzke 
14. 26.33. From whence I have ſufficient 
ground to call upon you to love Jeſus Chriſt, 
wralſ.none © *I find Bernard profeſſed himſelf to do, 
bur Chris 7 14/74” tua, pluſquam two, pluſquam te. 
pag,.6, (1) LoveJeſus Chriſt pluſquamrua, mo 


towards the Children of Men. 


than all your exjoyments of eſtate;riches wealth, 
houſes, lands, and whatever you have in this 
World:for ſo ſayes our Saver, Luk.14.33.Who. 
ſoever he be that forſaketh not all he hath, he cau- 
wt be my diſciple. It was a true acknowledpe- 
ment of A»ſtin, * That be loveth God teo lirtle, 
who loveth any thing beſides him, which he 4:th 
nt love for him, 1 here is lo much anſuitables 
zeſſein the things of the World, which are ter- 
rene and temporall, tothe nature ol a mans ſoz, 
which is /piriruall and immortall , to mucii #1- 
ſufficiency to ſupply [11s neceſſities, and ſatisfic 
his deſires ; nay,lo much, not onely of v4yity, 
but alſo of vexation, in the gert-o keeping, in» 
creaſing, uſing, reviewing, and ai/poſing ot iheſe 
things, thatitis a wonder any 72tionall crea- 
ture ſhould be tranſported with any irregular, 
and 3» ordinate affection towards them, eſpe= 
cially ſeeing by the vote of Scriptare ſuch have 
wot the love of God tn them, 1 John 2. 15. Bur 
what madxeſſe is it for men to prefer theſe 
things in their affc@50xs before 7eſws Chriſt ? !s 
it not enough that we may have the World for 
our #ſe,and ſe it when we have it, but we mult 
avte upon 1t, and azlight in it, and /ove it above 
the Lord himſelf ? which yec coo many do, but 
to their prejudice, for, asthe torementtoned 
Father (peaxs, + Chviit ts not the founaation in 
that Soul , where theſe earthly and temporall 
things are preferred before him. Tr cuts off their 
mtereſt in Chrilt, and their z:t/e to Heaven, 
and Happineſſe How much rather ſhould we 
chooſe to love aliving Chritt than a dead crea» 
tire, a {#17 and ſ«fficzent Chriſt, than a vain, 

I 2 empty 


T15 
Chriſt 13 to 
be loved 
aboye our 
cnJoy= 
ments, 
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empty creature, ou — Chr:it than a pey;. 
i5fyinoChrilt rhan a decern- 


ſmmg creature, a/ # 
ing Creature, contentin [4 Chriſt than ave:cati. 
0/5 Crea'vre * yea,it 1s our wiſed: me, and hapys 
xeſsto love Chriſt ſo much more than all cre: 
ture comforts, by how much he is more w:- 

thy to be belc ved . being more 41ale 1n im. 
ſelf, and more advantageoxs to thoie who love 
him, than they ate, or can be. Love Crit 
therefore above all you have of thts World, 
ISO reſrr oC 'q © £1 f-/f YOCM wn your hearts 
leſt theie chings are 1n your h and, 
41: FT] "TP" COMmCe (11 C077 prtetgoy WI [) Cy "lit 
to throw them of, as ratoll-rable burdens . and 
trample them vnder foot as aroſſe ad anzo, 
Tos 45 to love Chrilt aripht, tius have the ; 5. 


for him, v 


+; of | od firm Li's ! 1{ciples foriook {TRUE 
091647 1M, fat 1g <> Toa {Gn weſt , L 07, 
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YEcen we AN hz: ndred fold, and FL 1 4 Tit CTY! i _ 
laſting oy { hrit will 'TYE ( {0 Pig [? 27 lo 
h 11] be 110 [ers 1h what its Ay {3 i)» * Nv [e. 


on tis account, for what they eiaine nf the 79 anna 
| o Db. |; Oy '1£ nz | WIT. 4 hS- #1 '” Ty 
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hereatter. * 1rſtin ſpends a Cllapticr toe ſhew,. punts 
| 


that Chriſtians are no Liſs, = paring with pretater? 
the things of the world tor Chriiis fake, Bee VERT 
cane th T ave ſp: ritzall riches, which they came = : "$7 
uot loſe, their Faith.and i Qt Fl 2H ja 4; ! the Fu as SRI 7 
of the [Juncraman, Wher:ty t/ fy are 7; chtoyards 1:40 Den 
Goa G, aud Which are « Clriſtians tre flo and brff 04092 He 
riches ; and b:car(e ti: y have lain v1; jor thUmse res; . 
: (WINES 


felves rrea(nres in H(atimy nooor ting lo err Sas 
vionrs eonnſell inMatn. 6.20. wir wore of 12.1 | 
FLUmbes Cancente t! tak 1/em Away, {INS MAGE civ. De: 
Paulings the famous Bifrep cENoe pro thus une 1 cap. 
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# 10 x 
os 97 noo oo 
him Yehen theC': {eV was vw {* " ; ' '\CC,0t18,a00 | + a ; 
y } * v b £ 9 


himfe [t taken ol ifoner , +() F.; ſs 7] r me Bot gt cnotue 
SS £4 . '# « " JL. 4 4 , M P % f 
to be troubl a tor 0 ld or ! / i / ? g # E/ ; a , i * —E 4 (Ope 


. * x : : } 4 X . , ," 
where all my) V7 ches Arc l. i » L 3 TIC Y C s s -Uty 
«7 ; , ; 97 , |  C7f 
believing Fews before him , cadre joyſe:dly © = 
- [ als nl J , 1 fey oy 3 't } Ce 
he ſpoilt 6, ONO 0604S, Ki 11 6 1110/6746 CRICEOHL® ' . 
FL it % c» | 2 fiat 
f v7 4 . , l #; yY* £1 F A 
jos vCES, 4 1,14 TRY J; > 111 AF » is 6+ . > I CRA an (} /; {Tcl 


(nOuriy F - [nbſt; ANC N 25 rio Wo "rEf#a I ith iT 5 87 (cs, 1b, 


5 


1,/ A a © Y , Þ CT 1 Y 
Heb, I ©, I ds Ang r | » C* +4 l 4 is v Wo ll P12.22, 
GS "tr 1 +0 Cd Obt and 1 
ling WO UVOTLNC ame, WREN Cattou YI *INcO G—— 6 
-- | 6 ac? ts £m Hum W' 
je 57 eartbly tins for Chiijc Vet atfure= ,- -, 
<> C/L jICilt dy 


bl 3 WH j is Tecrpm Dinicd with Greater OUR xv liicis 


js » « 4 
» Spirituall A510 t EAU!) / [JINgS. I {1141 {Fd Ore : 
thut up this, with thir of a Devoz: Man. peoſature 0 


I 3 1s 


pr n———_— 


Fell fid els 


118 The Tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 


_ * It becoms us to leave that which we love, for 
- R _ . lim whom we love ,, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt will b; 


relinguerc, #lone loved above all things. The love of the 
quia Jeſus creature is decitifull and unſtable, the love if 
wult ſolu5 Feſns 15 faithfall and perſevering * he that ag. 
ſuper omn# hexeth to ths creature will ſind it ſlide from him, 
pm and ſhall fall withit, but he that imbracet h Fe. 
ture fallax [us ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever. Love him there. 
& iitabi- fore and retain him for thy friewd, who when 
(#5, dilefi9 all things (hall give thee the /l:p, will not /eau 
Ag” thee, nor /affer thee to periſhin the concluſion, 
rac 1 Love kim above all the things of the Worl 
Bui adhe- Which are inthy p:fſeſſion, for (as the ſame 
ret cicatus Anthor hat it a little after) 4 Thy belovedy 
re , cidtt of ſuch a4 nature, that he will not admit a ſtran 
es _ ger, but will kave thy heart alene for himſcl;, 
Hi. 7. and it there as Kin 0 14 his own T hrone, 

ſum firma- 

bitur in eviam, Il dilige, & amcum tiht retine, qui omnibys its 
cedentiyis, te non relingquety nec patietur tn fine perire, A, Kemp dt 
1mirt, Ch;:[t; ib.z,cap.7.p.111. f Diletins tuns tals eſt nature, ut 
alienum no: velit adimittere;ſed ſolus vilt cortuumbaberegey tanquai 
Fex in provite Turco ſcdere, dem 1bid, 


—  — — —_ 


(2.) T Ove Jetus Chriſt Flnſquem twos, Mer: 

than all your Relations, though never 

10 zcar and dear toyou. Hear what our $4- 

viouur layes, Luke 14. 26: If any man comet! 

me. and hate not Father and Mother, and Wife, 

and Chilaren,and Brethren,and S1ſters, he can 
not be my Diſciple. 

But perhaps this may ſound harſh in the cars 

02 


Abuys our 


! - _ 
Keiatnons 


Objeh, 
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of ſome, who may be ready to retort : What 
hate Father and Mother,&c. This 1s a hard ſay- 
ing, who can tear it ? 
{ ſhall cherefore ſpeak ſomethings for the Anſwer, 
opening, and clearing of this Scripture, that 
no Stumbling blocks may trom thence lye in 
the way to az/comrage any Man from follow- 
E-1g Chritt. 
| Know therefore (1.) It cannot be uncer- How this 
ſtood, as if Chriſt would hereby cxtiagaiſþ 15 ro be 
naturall affef#5ons in his Followers towards ow 
their Relations, forbidding our love to them, er 
and 7equiring our hatred of them : No, no , 
1. Love to our Relations is implanted by him- 
elit in every one by natare. 2. Ic1s not only 
allowed, but required by his c: mmandment mn 
Scripture, Exod.20.12, 3. Itwasin humclf, 
and exprefſed by him to his dying hoxr, for then, 
out of filial affe&ion did he commend his Vr- 
tins Mother to the care of his beloved Diſciple, 
fohn 19. 27, By which example (as the  Lear- *Bellars 
ned obſerve ) Chriſt w:nld teach ns what affe- m1n de : 
ton and care we oWe to our Relations accorams —_ _ 
:0the fleſh, Farre beit irom us therefore to c.11p.89. 
mage, that our Savicar would have us urn Alex, Ro» 
Barbarians, when we became Chriſtians, or 91ts.Sa- 
that he would have us caſt off all natzral! affe- ©1<9 Sepe 
tion when we come unto him. This is not his wg 
meaning, Bur, Smath on 
Secondly, Chriſts end and deſign is, to r= the Creed 
Iulate, and keep withiz axe bour ds, our love to P+ 230: 
our earthly relations, and raiſe our affefien to OO 
aimſelf ro its dre pirch,and height, He would pail, p87» 
bave us to love Father and Mother, &c, But | 


I 4 yer 
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yetlo as toreſerve a ſingular , and ſovercirm 
afiection tor himſelf; not to ſuffer our ove to 

them to exceed , Or drown our love to Him, 

Love them we may, but not msre than hirale!; 

12:12; 410 its exprefled Mar. 10. 37. and fo *Bez; 
\1prame, Expounds it here. Tt ts certain(ſayes Grotis) 


Brain that thi s word 18 to be taken improperly, for iti; 
IC & wiched thing to hate ones Parents, and inpoſſ. 
oy mag 177 hte ewes /elf, Enheſ. 5. 29. And there. 
"IS tore he expounds this hating by teſſe lovin; 
proprie ſue 1 113 Deodate takes it, and thus 4 they bor! 
mig 14 OMIerve) ) the word (to hate) 18 lometitnes taken 
parents go; ript ere ee Gen. 29.31,33.Demt.21,15.16 


01: CT HI) uw ' 

oY p Ti us Glaſſins takes it : * To hate ( ſay es ie) 
ſemcti nj; Strutfics ” put behizd, and leſſe to care for 03te, 
T6 Ls fy. C310 3 gicet's 4 compariſon of another who is mr; 
eſe, auar, and mure highly eſteemed. 


on 1; So that this phraſe, I, Is not to be unde: 
re op ſtoodin a ſ?r;ct but in a moderate ſence. Ti 
mntore hate 18 net to [5ve;, and this, 2, Not abſol:: tely, 
prraths but c comp. ratively : ; not to love them in com 
ſl, q: pariſon of Chriſt, rot to love them ſo mach a; 


pup (x Him, Or more than Him, To fer them b:41;; 
ary FR _ Him, and to care for them leſſe than Hin, and 
aye: $0 riglcct them in compariſon ” Him + who 
. O4d'/ . ought w De more acar to them. . This co de 
poſtvo4c,e, UnUCT! Wes 7:20 OCC m_ ot theiw itandings an 
& nee NS C077 Per I $073 WW! Th Him, i If the love of or:r '& 


Cil7 lily (16 12: 15 1: er #4 £ [708 following of Chriſt, it L, 


ſ&E {LL 0 
Hoare © ' - ſtronal, ly t ro foſte a, as Calvis obicrves. And 
ne [ TITLE) 


pen ficat. C! 14445 Gram, © [act. p. 5$2, Rhet. facr. p. 1056. 7” 
Vorſt, Vhilolog, acr, Cap, 5. ' pag. 1499 150» TS7054 C1779 jc» 
quendo impedarat noSbrorunt amar sf oititcr vil a dn eft,Caly,in ! 


towards the Children of Men. 7 = 
ſoGlaſſins, * To bate or Faremnls an! ctier * Odile 


things, in the cauſe of Retioiea , ana Godalineſje, ; Pen. As 
is not to love them ſo as we love Chriſt and his \, tes, of 
Goſpel, bat to ſet them kehind, [ec as to leave them aliagreligte 
(Geas call allowing ofat ) if they prove RK emmaea's 085 & 

xo #5 in the ſervice of Chriſt, Yet asheaddes) aarcke> 1p” 
(ſuch an one doth not properly hate, but doth that, - _ 4.5 
whick is wont to be done ont of hatred, bicatile Pf !igere wr 
leaves them and follows Chriſt, And then, as Chiif ua 
ic is obſerved F by one, 4. The vatred hers & ©us ao- 
required is not be underſtood ſo mnch in reference on, 
to ther perſons, as t9 thoſe favortrs, ana Content: olthabore, 
ments, which we may r71c019)9 from them. When th ut, v0. 
we are driven to that pinch, that we mrſt either cat1oc ate 
loſe Chriſt, or the good 151% 5, good words , ana © Alaga 
good deeds of thoie, whom wo acconiut our beſi OO I 
rienas we ſhould fo hatesthat ts, by a Hebrarſm?, on ſti ſer= 
neglett or dilefticem woat,o ur comforts or far wiiore- 

07.153 tte 
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let them v0, ana be olaa we are [0 rid of them , 


ww 


worrs we could expect from rem tat withent any 


that we may ſtick cloſe nts Chriſt, S$0iÞatto Aur: 


ſhut up £615 11 the worzs of a /earard man *. 2 illos 

This is the 17116 ſence tis rits | 
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o4io fiert ſolet, quia 14tos relingatty Chriſtumaue (rqutet! 7 Iicm tbirdem. 


T Pitks tryall pag, 6. " Fi!C Vers ſerfs Tae. o ſult .tt , Chiriftunt 
Feſum a [its Ct $17 dts Ih, elitr leur ly HE Let d11- (105408 Lavitum di 
leflionem Parenting a muUgty/(000 0; Hy gpt gti: Wi? is Clirilianorumglonee 
ſuperets ſcd tia ft patt icgitt, (04x VELO, vel (114m qutiuis ality F 
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The Tranſcendeney of Ehriſts Love 
the love of Parents, Wife, Children, and othey 
Chriſtians; bat alſo, if Parents, Wife, or Chil- 


arens,or any others, would in any things call us 


off from the Define of Chriſt , and following of 


him, that we rot only htar them not, but ſeparate 
our ſelves from them, and upon that acconnt ani 
i» that ſence, hate them, Thus muſt we lov, 
Chriſt, if we would be his Ds/c:ples , that is, 
preferre Him before all our relations in our 
thinghts, ejtcem, and affef{ion, even thoſe who 
are neareſt to us, and dearlieft loved by us, ſo as 
that when it comesto this, that we ownnet ene 
Joy both,to /eave trhem,and cleave unto Chriſt, 
to #ndervalue any advantages which we may 
have by them in compariſon of thole which 
come by Chriit, and to be haraxed apainit al! 
their tears, entreatzes, and offtys, which cend to 
the keepsng or drawing us from His ſervice. Thus 
have the Saints loved Him, Hieroms deſerves 
to lead the way, inthe #»ſtances which ſhall be 
produced, for that noble reſo/xtion recorded of 
aim in theſe words: *1f my Father ſtood weeping 
on bis knees befure me, and my Moth:r hanging 
ou my ucck behind me , and all my Brethren, 
Siſters, Chilaren , and Kinsfolk, , howling o» 
every ſide to retain me tin 4 ſinfull life , I would 


fling my Mother to the ground, run over my Fa- 


ther, aeſpiſe all my Kinared, and tread them yn- 
der my feet, that I might run to Chriſt, When 
i Saturrtsa nobleman in Africk was threatned 
by Genſerick , that if he would not turn 4- 
rian, he ſhould forfeit his houſe , and goods, 


693294 that his Children ſhould be /eld, and his Wijc 


'4 


given to the Camel-ariver; his Wife brariv? 
03 


_ 


Tor 


3 + gy D > 


— 
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ens WY "= 


towards the Children o f Men. 


of her doom, went to him with her garments 
rent, her hair aiſpeveled, her Children at her 
heels, and a ſucking wfant in her hands, whom 
caſting ac her Hsbangs ieet , the ſaid to him, 
Have compaſſion of me thy poor Wife, and of theſe 
thy Children ;, lack upon them, lit them mit be 
made ſlaves ,, let not me bs yoked to a baſe marri- 
age ;, that which they art required to do, then 
doſt it not willingly, but by conſtraint, and there» 
fore it will not be laid 10 thy charve. But he 
gave her anſwer 1n the words of fb, They 
ſpeakeſt like a fooliſh Wemin, Thou ateſt the 
Devils part, If thou lovedſt thy Husband, thou 
womlde ft never ſeek to araw him to ſin, which will 
prove the ſecond death, I am reſolved therefore, 
as my Lord commands me , to forſake Wiſe, 
Children, Lands, Honſe, &C. that I may be his 
Diſciple. Thus * George Carpenter,a Bavarian 
Martyr, ſaidto one that came to him in priſon, 
and bad him recant his errors, that he pught ro = 
turn to his Wife and Children, My Wife and 
my Children are ſo dear to me, that they cannot 
be bonght from me with all the riches, an pyſſe{- 
fions of the Duke of Bavaria, but for the love of 
my Lord God I willingly forſake them all. Thus 
t Richard Woodman,an Enzlith Martyr being 


123 


, Idem, Pp» 
49- 


tt 


[ Maſons 


ARs of thie 


perſwaded by the Bi/>zp of Chicheſter to lock yd 


to his Wife and Chilaren, anſwered, God kno\v- 
th how dcarly I love my Wife and Children in 
bim,but they are in Goas hands, and I have thi, 
as if I kad thers not, bit regard the pleaſing of 
God more than all tHcy things, * A pooy woman 
In Cerawall (another Martyr in Q_ Marics 
time} being bid by the Byſhop to rememver her 
Hnsband 


P. 332. 
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Haxiband and Childrcn,anſwered, I bave them, 
aud I havethem not, whileſt I was at lib rty | 
enjoyed them, but now ſlanding here as I ao 1: 
the carſe of Chi. and bis truth , where- I 1:46 
forſake Chriſt, or my Husoaud , I am content 1; 
ff ck 10 Chriſt only, mw) heavenly Spouſe, ana t1 
renozwnce the other. Many ocher fuch Teſting. 
175 might be produced, bur | ſhall clote with 
that of one 4 Kilian a DatcnSchoolmaſter ,wlio, 
to ſuch as asked whether be lowed nor bis Wi 
and Childrtn, antwered, Yes : If all the wort: 
were gold, ana wire mine to diſpoſe of, I wor! 
Five 2t to live with them, but yet my ſoul ani 
C briſt ar: drarer to me: than all. Ard thy: 
mult we love Chrilt, if we would love Him ;- 
rioht, when wearecalledto it, as they were, 
I ſhall conc/nd? this branch with that notall. 
ajing of che lame Artmor who ended the for 


: ; Foe MR, 
mer. * It is more eligible to have the whole worl,; 


ananſtus,thas to have feſus Cbrift offended ; 


) 


a4 therefure amu7 all that are dear unto you. 
lit him alone be your veloved in 4 ſpecial mann 
Let all othcrs be lord ior his ſake, b ut he for hts 


q1 v3 : 
own ſake, Jeſus Coriſt alone is finoularly 
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Sect. 3. 


0] tra brilt p/uſquam te, Mere thay 


thy ſelf, than thy own /i'e, This: is one >9yc our 
cwn lives, 


of the chings, which our Savienr requires us £0 
bate, if we would be bts Diſciples indeed. in 
the place forementioned, [ke 1.4.26. If a 
man come to me,and hate not (beiides I -ather and 
Mather, &C. as bctore ) even his own (; 1H he 
cannot be my Di{cip/e. The meanivs whereof 
isthis, When we canrct preſerve our life \ without 
betno weatiereas te Chriſt, FOnmuncing our pro 
feſſien of him, and quitting orr affeflion, and 
{erwice to him, we ft [o {ar hate ctr 01 lives, 
a to part with then jriely ron the hararſt terms, 
rather than ferſake him, Every Chritiian is 
bound to love his nero bour as him/elf, Vat. 22. 
39. Thar _- * pztrſrre bis E004 With the [ame " Mat, 
heart, and un the ſame wa) tnat he Would do bis Ties P. 
ogn;z But he mult love his Saviour n ore than 262. 
himſelf. Its true, | that life is a mars mrſt pre- Tat or 
cious treaſure , and the miſt excill nt thin 7 tt 
nature , which every one owes ſo ararey, AY Net 
prizeth ſo highly, as that * nothing is more dear quien im 
and precio! S; threfere Will a man part with Ti n "Urs 
any r nC, ch all things, for 1 the preſervarion of prafinſo 
it. *Iwasa grent rrath, thovph the Father of |. 298 
yes ipake [ . Job 2 So Sy! tn CP & Thin, 1 FEA all — 
that f MAN hath wil bi { '$Ve f.7 Lis life. Ar 0 No. Peng 
yet this priczozes life (fo it 15 called Prov Fi 6 ) uchb.12, 
muſt be negleftd, {, nndervaliicd, and farted w ith PA . 't 
as a ſacrifice, when callia for 09 Chrilts behalf. , way, Pp? - 
W nen * 
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When a Chriſtian 15 driven to this fraight, 

that /ife and fin, or death and Chriſt lie betore 

him, and one cannot be avoided; death with 

Chriſt 18to be choſen, and preferred, and life 

with ſin againſt Chriſt is tro be refuſed with 

abhorrency. This 1s Chriſts demand, and ex- 

peftation Go his fcllowers, nor is there any 

anreaſonableneſs in it, if we conſider, (1) That 

we owe our /ives to Chriſt, who laid down hi; 
Caryll on life for ns, John 10. 15. + He did »ot only ſpeni 
JobVol.1. himſelf in all to his life , but ſpent; life and al, 
P: 244 that we might not periſh - though he were the 
P rince of life, Acts 3.15, Jet he became obtdi- 
ent to death, even the death of the Criſs, that we 
might /;ve, Phil. 2.8. And this he did meer) 
out of his great love to us, Eph. 5.2. Now, i 
the Lora Feſas did ſo ove us, as to give his lif 
a rar/om tor ours, at. 20. 28, He may wel 
expett, that we ſhould not ſamble at parting 
with our /zves when he hath need of chem,and 
may get himſelf g/ory by our death, * My $4 
vienr beg.in ts mein a bitter cup, and ſhalll 
not pledge him ? ſaid Mr. Saunders, when he 
was at the Stake, and readj to be offered. 2.7: 
is the ir aeſt [elf-love for a man to ware himſeltc 
for Chriſt,as he hath told us, Fehn 12. 25. He 
that loweth his T.ife hall loſeit, but that hates 
his life in this World, ſhall keep ut unto life cter 

» », wall. 

PORENE He that loweth his Life 7 that is, with an ex- 
mio et pre- Ceſſive and prepoſterons love { for fo the words 
poſtera bic here to be underſtood, as + Gerhard notes | He 
&/urpatur that ſo loves his lite, as that from a deſere and 
Gerh. Hare ,,4eavour of keeping it, he denyes me and my 
Goſpel!, 


* Wards 
tbr ſupva 
P. 144+ 


P. 127, 


'y 


Towards the Children of Men, 127 


He ſpall loſe it ] He ſhall not onely not keep it, 
but deſtroy it. *Amealow curly, which ſiontties 
norco loſe, but deſtroy, 0 bring unto utter de- * Perdere 
ruftion ;, for that is the force of the word here, 179" 15- 
and in other places, as the * Learned obſerve. _ 
The meaning us 5 T hat hrs ſtuay ts preſerve _ "5.28 
bis temporal life upon theſe terms doth expoſe 16 chare 
him to eternall acath and deſtruftion ; for it ic 1:tiuram, 
ro be taken in oppoſition to eternall liſein the cloſe Jed exit 
of the verſe. _ _ 
But he that hateth his life ] {Not ſimply (for toc, 
ſo it isto be reckoned among the chesfeſt of Vis bujns 
eartbly bleſſings, tw be highly prized and care- werb1 14 
fully preſerved ) butin reference to Chriſt and Fraafitios 
his Goſpel! ( out of love to whom, life 18 felt FURFEans ; 
1s to be #ndervalued, neplefed , and caſt a- t; ef _ 
WAY, if it hinder us from /ivizp to God, and tremum ex- 
be a Remora in our way to Chriſt ) Now he #1 ad- 


that thus hateth his life, and will / Aiceres 
paging jree'y Pr? Ger. Har, 
{ with 1t, when called thereunto, for Chriſts —m& 


lake (foritis net to be underſtood, * as 5/ a + Nun ſim® 


| man mig ht deſperately deſtroy himſelf, and put plicitcr vis 


an end to his life upon every ſlight occaſion ) ſuch #4 94toha- 
" ſ [aka » benda (it 

a one ſhall keep it unto life reternall.] Though ta 

it may /eem,1n the eyes of vain and fooliſh men, ,; Kit 

a throwing away of their life, yer itis the /afiſts tu; juter 

and wiſeſ# way of preſerving it. Iris not Jaitu- [ſumma Dei 

74, but Mercatara. Their pat ting with a tem- "uficia } 

porall life in this World (hall be abundantly re- Jed quis 


: . . Cm liben- 

compenſed, with the gain of etcrnal life. Andic ,, gjjices 
: —_ : re aevent 

paeles , quum eos @ Chriſti acceſſu remoratur , Caly. i loc, Hoc 

comparative eſt diftym, qua ſpernenda fit vita, quoties nobisimpedie 

meato et ne deg vivamus,ldem bid, * Vide Tolet, & Caly. in locs 
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is obſervable , what variety of words are uſed 
by the Evanrelifts in this matter, which prog. 
bly might be for the help of our Fauh in fg 
aiffcult a caſe as this 18, 
bundle duriy |; Sayes this Evangeliſt here, 
Though it be a real! parting with it in one ſencs, 
Viz. temporally . yel iris as real 4 keeping of it in 
anther, and better ſence, viz. eternally, 
*Fyokre v7 ©; SO another hathir, at. 
1 © 29. Though ic he loſt, it 15 not uterly loſt; 
loft atis as ro this World, but it ſhall befound agais 
1m the World that is to come, the Glory and 
þ.:»nmnefſe whereot will make [ſufficient ameua; 
for what they 1:ave and loſe here. 
Zora tvrly +; Soathirdbathit, Mark 8, 
| One! they Loft che Cabinet 5 tlicy 
»/ , rhey loſe the life of the Boay, 


So 1t1S Lyket7. 33. A 


£©8yW17E6 e V7 1 wy 4 
W.rd, chart is bur once wore uled inthe New- 
Teftamest, and thatis As 7. 19. which hath 
repe&rto Phararhs command to cait the T/rae- 


River as foonn as they 


TO Ml Canymeca!, 
to the eng they m0 ft not lives T The word {inn 
ſies to bring forth a living creature. Bezd 
renders it by I i/fi:abit, and makes 1t the 
'1Mme with CprnIngt, (ur 


lirth males into the 


. P A 
were born, Exod. 1,22. 0s 


L ud wt # 


towards the Children of Men, I 2g 


makes nſe of this word , and it 5s as if he ſhould 

deny men to to live npon the earth , becanſe then 

do men begin to live a trme and ſolid life, when 

they leave the World, The meaning of the 

word ( which {urely is very emphaticall ) ieems 

to be this. Whoſeever ſhall loſe his life wow, ſhall 

bring it forth alive again in Eternity. The loſs 

of life for Chrilt is but a miſt eriors Nidwifery 

towards eternall life, And it may be upon 

this account the Paſſzon-dajes of the Aartyrs 

were Called by the Antients, Nataiitia Salutis, 

The Birth days of Salvation, We ſhall not end 

eur lives in the fire ( laid * Mir. Zalines Palmer * Clarks 
the Martyr ) but onely change them for abetter © þ | 
life, yea for coales we ſhall iccive pearls, [hus ©0797 
doth Chriſt bring meat out of the eater, and orct 

of 19e ſtrong ſweetneſſe to his b. loved and l,ving 

ones, making death it ſelftro be a womb of life 

tothoſe, who /zy down their lives for him, $0 

that 1c 15 our greateF gan to loſe for Chriit, 

and our greateſt befricnding of our ſelves to be 

enemies to Our own {ves upon the account of | Xitce 
his Name, and Goſpel. For ( as j one notes ) 40 impte 
Whatſoever then kerpeſt by impiety, this miſ? ny 
eertannly loſeſt , but that which thin loſe. [33 the 
way of Goalineſs, thon mit cortainly preſervelt, fie miite 
3. All chat love the Lord eſs in [incerrry, do 1th 141ce 
ove hum above themſelves, and ther own lives, 4444 442ers 
Thus the Apolile Fax in bis From Sermon 7 2 Ly 
(0 che Church of Epheſus. As 20. 22, 23.24. $4 june! 
And now beh;ld I go buund 6a the Spirit to Jerulas wwe vis, 
lem, nor knowing the things that ſhall befail me Bren: 
there , Save that the buly Ghoſt witneſſcrh in ©. t-9:4.20. 


. . * * # 818 Lc. 
very City, ſam. g, that bands and affiittion; eviae iT” 
# - K _ w_o_ % ASCE 
, 5 S. 
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me. B ut none of theſe thin (0.5 m0Ve Meyneitner Coun 

Imy life gear nato my ſef, ſo that I might finih 
" £1207 my comrſe with joy,and the Miniſtry, which Thay 
_ "received of he Lind feſus,Neither com I my lif 
a ye acar untomy fel}, *I am ſo far ſrom fearing bond, 
mo:tem that I avoid not death it ſelf. There is an Hebra. 
qu1dem de» 1m inthe woras for according to that dialect he Win K 
fug:0, Hee 5 t0count by life dear, who ſpares it , andi|ſzo th 
_ exp op * Counts bs not arar who doth not ſpare it, asGrotiu wth: 
1ol am | : 
Ae , 0blerves. t Nor doth be femply make nothing oi Me 
dicitur,q4i P45 life, but ouly forgets his reſpett of it, #n refe. MW live: 
e Part, rence tothe howour and ſervice of Jeſs Chriſti ed 0 


2 Reg 1. the Mi, iſtry of the Goſpell, and the finiſhing by WE Tra: 


mi "WB Four ſe with joy ;, and indced it is a baji ta, 
lo pretio thing f4 or amantobe ſo in love with life', as fu Wo h. 
vabere q': 14 08 Oo iele the ends of his betng : 1 To was thera boly 


102 virat, with our A w/e, who cornted net his very life then 
E7cc. 365 a' AY to ht *:{clt. Again in the very nex: cha! wer 
_— In ter, Atts 21.13. when Agabi had forctoid the i love 
t Tyrpe ef danger, that wouid attend him upon Þ1s going I the! 
ceo i= OO feruſalem, and friends dif wad: a tim trom I Th 


Ven: amo” oO! ng thither he an{xcred, Vat mean you, dea 


ma mo weep ” a break my heart, I am rCAdy nor « nels to WY aid 
groxter ' be borina, but to die alſo at Jerulalem, for wwe MW in 
tas per. $08 -ofth Lora jejus: behold'a trucly ſtoitt ſoul Ml an 
mils vis atr ain ardent [,0Ver,a valiant Cnumpion,as ;:17+ MM rhe 


vent cauſ- 1 weed », AC,r,pnom nothing can ſeperate tr, i of 


TT foot « 7, ! 3%. 1541 C 'brift?. ſu our 91d thy Mb nv 
enim ſo ; ; 
DUAter wa UA Pro 4:h:10 rec! 'toferd e us 7e vetum obliviſcitur ut WI 
ſ, IE þ 1110 o_ ot: i 'y WW; mtg wit fl / Lit "1 com! iC ty qt /ofd a C127:110 0 
ACrcen '» Caly. gr *Fccc vere [te LS niles, ardceas anUuyi, furit? mM 
pag: itory ores tus precuy quem mhil ſeverare poteſt a carte 

D:t, qu-e oft :2 Coiſto Feiu Domino noiire, Lonn tt loc. ec Cath il, Þ 
f So weſporſe ded init Panins; aon fe mortys cCOolempiu pir '0>! ure tl 
Ch. {t ſer 0s ad vrelt ian ofectum, ec vi '00e nqu mm aun ity oe 


ad vivendum Domino, fi qa gitan 4am pro teſtimonig Vers! (tr 
benter deponat Caly, in loc, W111) 
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nMrbich an{wer Paul declares, that the ſervaxts of 
Chriſt will never be ready to perform their duty , 
but by the contempt of death; nor will they ever be 

well animated to lwve unto the Lord, nnleſſe they 

will freely lay down thesy life for the teſtimony of 
the Truth. Thus it 1s ſaid of the faithful ones, 

in Rev. 12.11. That they loved not their lives 

+ zo the death, that is, * They valued rhiir life at 

y nothing , or ſpent it freely for Chriſt , AS Nr. ; 


1n 


"WW Mede expounds it, +4 They loved not ther + p,hr. 
WW lives unto the death more thanGod,or they negleft- mann loc, 
Wed or contemned thtm, thatis, 17 reſi cl} of rhe * Wanya- 

Truth, as Mr. Brightman hath it. *7 hey ſtigh- FnTe fol 


tea, dsſpiſed their lives, ans rather expoſed them 


boly profeſſion. as Dr, T ayiur noies, T T hey [et ja loc. 


@ AY 69H” 
| . Ccev. Dr 
to hazard and loſſe.than to be removea from their "5.1111 


themſelves at a low rate fer Chriſt,cven when they pag. 6:3- 


were #12 preſent daxger of aeuthylo Grotins AT iy 


, 2 i . ' , [0 « "77 
loved not their life more than fſuffertsg acath jer 


| \ (i 41s 
148 


F 
=_ 


a:4 V4 4lt 


the Glory of Chriſt lo Parews. Vhe tneanng 15, ,, ing 
They loved not cheir lives {o farre a5 to avoid way ins 
death tor Chritts fake; but freely venroured, and #anremore 


L2 4 4 +41 
» 4 F [ \ NOTle 


laid down their lives, and jt jiered deatin ic felt, 


bi "® 4 ? cl0,Grot, 


in witneſſing to the Truth of te Golpelt, 9209: 


and profefling the Name of Cartit, | ous have j,,...,: 


the Martyrs in all ages {ved Chritt, who have iran [4s 


offe d v herr [: G 26 a4 {rrp tfGro far (Crit » m11S 
) ere UNL C1? EVES, «25 cl Fork ? tjeCd A\/Jsi FILS' ils TALARAETET. 
| | "4 A W [44 4 j, f ,! F [ ? 
FP 


not onely with patent ſe:b324jjron, but allo 
with earneſt arlre, yea, with //ca; ft refuliition 


tFuanaritsg 


Chiaſtt gl0s 


to offer them vp all, chovgh chey kad never 19 ,. 2 pe. 


many. tendam, 


A NobleGentlem;s in the perſecution ofthe Par. loe, 
Church of Chrift m.ihe Yaitoline(4 as my 2u- | Clarks 


tor reporis)being threatned with death,unic 


7 Gen, Mar*® 
a9? 


K 2 he ©2303 
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; "Oils, BE would abjure his Faith, anſwered, God #; 
Mags bia, that to ſave this temporall life, I ſhould de 


Bngiwr 15 my Lord FeſusChriſt who with his preciogs bloy 
b(oi #79 upon th: Croſſe redeemed me at (0 dear a rate.aul 


MT Wine hating ſo lon g freely and pablickly profeſſed bis 
« XL, koAd- | 
—_ 464g which I was eleFed before the foundation of th 
xgmga- World, ] ſay, God forbid; whereupon the 
ye , x2 murthered him, + Ch that I were with the wild, 
vr Nv beaſt; which are prepared for me (laid Ignatim| 


$x01]= EP 1 world allure them to make a quick dif, patche 


Day 636 mey 41:4 if they would not, Would provi 


—_— them. 8pitiu Sever, in his Hiſtory, writ 
Epiſt, ad 1ng concerning the perſecution inthe time 0 
Rom. E= Dyoctetian and /Aaximinian, bath this obler. 
dill _— vation of the Chriſtians readineſſe to ſuffer 
__ ") death tor Cirilts ſake : * They raſhed (aye 
* certatim Ne) with ſtrife and emulation into theſe gloricu 
f/orio a it conflitts, ang much more greeaily were Mar 
certamima tor .ioms (ought ' y olortous deaths , thau Bi ſhip. 


rucbatur, ricks now are coveted with Corrupt ambition, 
mult 09; a= 


vii tum And Grorgins t Horninsin his Commentary up 
Martyria 

eloriofis mortibus q 1erevantur yz quam unnc Epiſcopatus pravis amiulis 
ou:bus appetuiaur, Sulpit, Ser, Hiſt.ſacr.lib.,z, p. 385, # Meinor:- 
6111s Euſebi1 /ocus, quem quuiſque Chrifttanus ſcare debet 3 Duo tempu- 
re (de bac perſecution loquitur) mirandam ſupra modum, alacritaten, 
vimque reverd divittmy & fingularem $ antmi propenſronem Corum, 
quit in Chriſtum cred iderunt, intuchamur Simulatque enim ſeatenti; 
contra priores pronuntiata fuit, alti aliunde ad tribunal pug 
profilieruat, ſeque Chrifitanos confitert , acerbitates, &- multiplic 
tormenta pre mbilo aucere , abſque metu, &+ leriure, pro religiont 
loqut , cum gaudio dentque itſu , & letitna poſtremam mortis ſ@1- 
teutiam exciperes GA 4aANAv, of Uppnes, & toy aeigiag ts 75. 
Twy Gawv Oy wiye dur; igams dvamprew nols, Hoi), 
Comment. 10 Sulpit, Sey, log, ſupra dium, 


on 


ſhheuld now hazard the leſſe of eternal life » 


towards the Children of Men. 


on this Ax#thoy , and this place, produceth a 
Teftimony out of Exſebius concerning the 

Martyrs courage under this ſame i riecution, 
which I have tranflated and inſerted here : tor 

he ſayes every Chriltian ought to kno.y it, and 

it is very ſuitable to the point in hand - J/'e bee 

hela( layes the Hiftorian )the excreains wondtr - 

full, and trutly arvine proer, and ſingular rea= 

dineſs of mind, that was in thoſe, who beliey- 

ed in Chriſt, For as ſ20n as Sentence was pro- 

nounced againſt ſome that mint before , others 

from another place leapt out befure the judge- 

ment ſeat and confeſſed themſelves Chriſtians, 

making no reckoning of their ſeveriti:s and manie 

fold torments, but did ſpeak for Religion witheut 

fear or terrour : yea, received the laſt Sentence 

of death with joy, laughter, and gladmſs, in [0 

much as they ſang, andſent up Hymns , ana 
Thankegivinss unto the God of all , even to 

they laſt breath, In the perſecutions of latter 

times, chere was the like 7e/o/atioz, conrape, 

and conſtancy in thoſe who luftered, * 1f 7, "_- 
had ten heads ( ſaid Henry Voes ) they ſhould all | erm 
of for Chriſt ; God forbid that 1 ſhould 7cjoyee deathypag. 
in any thing ſave in the Croſſe of Chri5t. * Jt 158, and 
4 ſmall matter ( {aid another ) 18 dy oxce for P4$.160, 
Chriſt, if it might be, I vould wiſh © might dy 

a thouſand deaths for him. +4 If every hair of my + Maſons 
head were a man, 1 would ſuffer acath in the Ads of the 
faith I am in, jlaid Fobn Araly, a Martyr in Church, - 
Queen Maries dayes;, Thus hath the love of 94:374- 
Saints towards Chriſt been ſrong as death, and 

«mui 0ars,if wi would love him aright. 


Eg Sect, 
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—— 


Sed. 4. 


Have been larger here, then was at fir) ves 
intended, and yer, before I /zave it, 1 mul 

crave /cave to aniwer a double Objection. very 

ObjeGt. 1. If thisbe fo, that we muſt love (ſto 1 

Chriit above or lives, if we would be his {P4"4 
Diſciples indeed, then it ſeems there are on M77 

tru? Saints, but ſuch as are alſo Aſartyrs. mol 
aSeePinks Anſwer.lt is ſo, (a) but then you maſt thus whi 
Trial, 1g. diſlingyiſs, There is Aftual and Habitual Mar £9 
441445>&c. t;,ri.m 1. Atua!,then life 18 really laid down, him 
for the ſake of Chrilt, and his Goſpell. Such {W's 
Martyrs have thoſe been,who,in all ages, & ge- rea 

nerations have lealed the Tr»th with their 6/0od, (2+ 

and ſtood unto their profeſſion of Chriſt, even [{'"9! 

ro the luff-ring of d:ath from the hands of vi. £Y©*? 

olzt and bloody men. 2. Habituall, when if 

there is /reparatio animi, a Readineſſe of mind (uh 

ro lay down our /ife for Chriſt, whenſoever If ®' 

he ſhall cal for ic, When'there is faith e- wn 

nough to exconrage, and lsve enough to con bu 

ſtrain us to be Martyrs, if the hoa:ur of our I”) 
Prefeſſton fhould require it. Such a one vn me 

Paxl, wiio was ready to ay at Jeruſalem, for Wi 

the Name of Chriſt, as you have heard before. fo 

Nuw there are none rue Saints, who are not 
H:buuall Martyrs at leaſt, and A&xall too, I *) 

when they are ca/{c4 unto it. They do no: (MW ” 

{ove Chrilt, as they ought, who do not [v7 

Iima ove their [wves, 10 a8 al7wally to lay them 

c0wn for his ſake, when he doth ca/l for my G 

an 


towards the Children of' Men. 


and to be habitually dilpoled lo to do, if te 
ould cal! tor chem. 

Indeed Chriſt doth not alway 07: his fol,» 
rs upon ſuch an cxpence, as to: tay down their 
lives for him, he doth no: alway ca/ them to 
de Atnall Martyrs, b it net twill concern e- 
very one, who profeſſe:b:he Name of Chriſt, 
to looke, that he have alway this habitral pre- 
; {M47 ation of mind, (1. } Becauſe theſe *are the 
; MWicrms of Chriſtianicy ar all times, even in the 
moſt calm, and /erexe eſtate of the Ch wreh, 1 
which, if a Chriſtian find not his heart at poſed, 
to lay himlelf,and all that is #ezr anddearto 
him, even his life at the feet of Chrilt, to ſerve 
his intereſt, and promote his Glery , be bath 
reaſon to queſtion the truth of h's profeſſion, 
(2,) Becaule thoſe things, which have come 
irom the m29xth of Chrilt to this purpoſ-,in the 
GoFþell, have not come from him as Counſels 
if Perfeftion, which concern only fome parts- 
cular perſons, who aim at an higher drgree 
ot Glory in the world to come, than others 
have ( as the Papriſts would bear rs ia 1 hand ) 
but as Precepts of Neceſſity. which coxcrrn eve= 
ry one, asSif you lookinto the chaptcy lo often 
mentioned Luke 14.Thoie words ver. 26. 3 T3, 
were ſpoken to the great mz!titn des, which 
followed Chrift, as appears from 2, 25. and 
they run generally withou! EXCEPTION. eiMg. If a= 


uy Wax, \CETrs 26. and me: e- V{dals £0! ers Cre of 


yr ,ver.33. Nor 4: b): orownrls 1 and rea{c: 7 
of loving Chriſt 2vb04< * concert lome only, 
or ſome above others, bur all equally and ns 
afferently, and therefore there 15 n9 colour of 
K Gs DYC = 


b, 


b Thoſe 
t > cement» 


one, ce 
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pretence to think that ſome only are obliged by 
it. (3.) Becaule !7mesand the ſtate of things 
quickly chaxge and alter, nor doth the Chyarch 
ever enjoy tuch a calm, but a terrible ſtory 
may arile wnexpeftea'y, and quite daſs it away, 
and therefore there is no man, though born 
inthe molt peaceable time of the GoFpell, but, 
e're the glaſs of his life be run out, he maj 
meet with a fiery rrya//. And ſeeing this bath 
been the way of his providence, towards the 
| beſt of Charches, and Saints, what reaſon 
have any to expect exemption ? Shall th 
Earth be forſaken for us, &r the Rock removil I 6. 
out of his place?as hein Fob.cap-18. 4. ( 4.) Be- Wl the 
cauſe what ever indulgcnce and abatement may iſ to\ 
be given to the Charch, wherein you live, yet, I tr 
a5 particular Profeſſ;rs and Chriſtzexs, though I aft 
you /zve and ay, during the pablick tranquility I 4 
of it, yet you may be privately — to that WI lik 
p/4nge ;, that you muſt either hazard your life, W # 
or elſe in ſome fearfull manner, againſt your I to 
Conſcience, diſhonour and deny Jeſus Chriſt. As I Þ' 
may be the caſe of Merchants, who travell W 1 
into forein. parts, and may ſuddenly fall in- Ih #! 
to ſuch hands, as may force them to deny Iſh 
Chriſt,or dy-for him. Yea, at home many may ſſh 6 
rake away our {;zves, who cannot take away Iſl | 
our other contentments, as Romifh Aſſaſſinat: i * 
have deprived Kings of their /;ves, when they i 
eould not of their Kingdoms. It is certain, 

that whoſoever cares not for his ows life is 

maſter of another mans, and by conſequence ot 

his Relzgton, if he love his life above it. How 

eaſie were tt ( they are the words of the prot 

C1[E 
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cited reverend Author ) for a Ruffian, that had 
no Religion of his own, to pull ſuch aone tito a 
corutr, and with a naked blade to make hin: 
forſwtar his Religion , as often as he pleaſed , 
eay if the trick were in uſe, ſuch a one might be 
robbed of bis Religion upon the highway, ſeeing 
any man that were ſo diſpoſed, with a piſtol at 
hy breaſt, might make him deliver up his Faith, 
with as much haſte as his purſe, lo thatevery 
one had need to have this piece of Chrij{ian 
Armony continually about him, (The fproes of 
the preparation of the Goſpell of Peace. (c) Eph. 
6.15. and the feetof his Soul will ſhod with 
them, (F5.) Becauſe there is no better means 
towards help inthe enduring of a&xall Mar: 
tyrdoms , if it ſhould come, than by looking 
after , and making proviſion of this habite- 
all, before the other come, nor is he ever 
likely to performe Chriſts expeRation of lay- 
ing down his life for him, when it comes 
toit, who is not readily difpoſed thereunto 
by a ſerious preparation of mind before hand. 
Itis to be feared he will frinkb in the wet- 
ting, and come off with a Nox putaram, in 
the day of ſuffering, who did not coxnt the 
coſts of Religion ,, Expe& , and lay in provi- 
fion fqr the worlt in a day of Serenity and 
Tranglity, And fo much for that firit Ob- 
jeion, There remains yet another. 
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Set. 5- 


Bj-(}2, Alas !Then I doubt all myIove to WW a6. 

Chrift is a meer Cypher, and ſtands for IM ,ir 

»eught, for though 1 am convinced, that Jeſus Wye 

Chriſt deſerves, and I ſhould expreſs ſuch 2 Wl jan 

love as this, yer I tremble at the very thoughts 

ofit, and am afraid I ſhall fall ſhort of it, If 1 ((a 

he called tor, and (hall flinch trom Chriſt to WW yor 

{ave my lite ? you 

Anſwer- ( 1.) This being a ſore and griev- MW 

64s Tryall, the greateſt that is, called by the W ma 

See Pinks Apoſtle, a fiery Tryall, 1 Pet, 4.12. Natur: W bel 
Tralyyag. will manifef, and may be allowed, an averſa- W th: 
$4558. ,; afromit, as it tends to a ſeparation of foul ÞÞ wi 
and body, and that with ſuch painful circum- | wa 
ances, as this is »ſually attended with. Yea, WU [4 

Grace; it felf is allowed a deprecation of it, at WU of 

che hands of God, ific ;may ſtand with his I c< 

will and pleaſure,” and an aviudaxce ofit, by ÞÞ r 

with drawing from the hands of men, ſo farre Þ » 

as it may be Jone without ſin, We have Chrifis I « 


examplein ali theſe, who ( untill his time was I 5; 
come ) did 4v:14 the hands of his malicious, WW © 
perſecuting enemies. Fubn 8.59. chap. 10. 39s C 
chap.11.54. when his time drew near, that WW þ 
he mait ſuffer, at the apprcienſion of 1t, kis rt 


foul wastr1;:.5led, John 12. 27, His ſou! was - 
excerdins ſorrowful! anto death, Mite 2G. 35. n 
Ke was [ore amazed, and viry veavy, Maik.14 } 
33, It verougut him inty iich an Agony, that } 
bis ſwi.:t was, as it wir? 6r:at drops of Brood, | 


falling 


Oo  _ 


Towards the Children of 17en. 


falling to the ground, Luke 22. 44. In this con» 
dition he prayed to his Father, that he would 
ſave him from this hour, Jobn 12, 27. that, sf # 
were poſſible this cup might paſs ſrom him, Mac. 
26.39. He offered up prayirs and ſupplications 
with ſtrong crying andt:ars, Heb. 5.7.4nd be 
ſides his example, we have tor the |att of av9:ding 
danger,his precept, Mat, 10 3 3.4» tory perſecute 

ou #n this City flee 1nto an1tl+r He allows them 
(fayes (e) one) ro flee frm Yanrer , thigh 
not from duty. Only you m:!t 190k , chat 
your fear and averſation be not exceſſive , 
ſo as to diſtraf# you in point of wtv, nor to 
make you diftruſtful/ ofthe power of God ro 
help, and carry you through i: And look, 
thar your Prayer againſt iT be 197 45/o/vte, bur 
with ſubmiſſion to the will of 09d, as Chriits 
was. Andlook, that your cr tn /ecare, and 


| ſave yourſelves be not manaved with the. ule 


of any znWwarrantable means, for that, were to 
hoo! iniquity rather than affiitiin , and 
> hazard our (ouls for ſaving tl ee 0 trpar 1 
man, (2.) Know this, rhat a Chrijttan of the 
rrateſt grace hath not froth enongh of his 
2w1 O Carry him through this #777 1af with 
out d:v6e aſſiſtance, whereas ihe wraksft 
Ckri!1an, witin Gods hel» , {hall be able to 4- 
bidet with conrage,and corfrancy. If our ability 
io will and todo is from Chriſt as ic 1s Phil. 2.13, 
without kim we can do nothing, John 15 5. Then 
much more our abil:ty to ſxff-r, eſpecially in 
fo high a degree, as this, mult needs be from 
him. (f) Inſach a conflift as this nut ontly 
natere will fnsl us, but Grace too, auleſſe tncre be 
4 


e Fugam 
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a ſtronger, and new ſupply : and] therefore the 
divine power of Chrilt is neceſſary to cayyy y; 
above our own ſtrength, eſpecially in ſuch 4, 
ſervice as this, where we meet with prearg 
oppoſition , than we can deal with alone by ou 
epag.2g9, (elves. (g) It ss dangerous therefore to look, fo 
foo, that ſromour ſelves, which we muſt have jr1n 
Chriſt; for, ſince the fall, all our ſtrength Lyes in 
him, as Samplons #n his hair , we are but ſubiy. 
ainate Agents, moving as We are moved, ani 
working As Wwe AY? firſt wrourht #pon, free lt 
farre as we are freed, no wiſer, nor no ſtranger 
than he makgs us to bein any thing we undertake 
But there is no danger from a hamble ſence vj 
our 'own weakyeſs, if it drive us out of ow 
ſelves unto firm dependence upon him in whon 
our greateſt ftreugth lies, for this is the fit- 
telt ſeat and ſabjeft, for him to perfeft hi 
ftrengthin, Nay, this is a good fp»; for, asit 
proceeds from /ove, and argues a defere not to 
leave Chriſt, ſoit rakes the wiſeſt and ſ[afef 


h pag.390, courſe for its own ſecurity, and hath gone 


JOI 


In te ſt.rs, further upon Tryall, than greater, but angrogn- 
&>302 [tas, ed canfidence hath done. (bh) Dependent $p4. 
& fruſt;a rits ars the wiſeſt, and ablcſt, nothing is ſtronger 
mtttr,q1; than humility, that goeth out of iss ſelf y or wea- 
noe ntre 
Fr Aug. 


! P23.255, 


er than pride, that-reſteth pox his oWn bottom, 
And therefore it hath been ſeen, that (5) 
weakneſſe with humble acknowled ment, Watch- 
fullneſs, and dependence, hath foot it out, when 
ſtrength with too much confidence hath failed. 
You know what Peters confidence in himſelf 
( that Thorgh all men forſock,Chriſt, he would 
10s ) came coat laſt, even tg a dexial/ with n 
oat 
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oath, yea with curſing and ſwearing, Mat.26, 


33. 70.72. 74- (&) The ſtory of Saunders and (k) Clarks 
Pendleton is known ,. and fit for our preſent Life of 
purpoſe. T heſe two meeting together in the be- Saunders , 
ginning of Zueen Maries Reign, and ſpeaking et 


of the perſecmion which was like toenſue, Mr, 
Saunders ſhewed mMnch weakneſs and many fears, 
whereas Pendleton ſhewed great confidenee, and 


ſaid, What man ? there is much more cauſe for 


me 10 fear than for you, foraſmuch as I have 
4 big and fat body, yet will T ſee the utmoſt arop 
of this greaſe of mine molten away , and the laſt 
gobbet of this fleſh of mine conſumed to aſhes, 
before I will forſake Feſus Chriſt and his truth 
which I have profeſſed, and yet he with all his 
confidence, when 1t came to it, played the A- 
prſtatey andturned Paprit, when the other, 
by the goodnſs and power of God , helping his 
in firmitszs , ſealed the truth with his blood. 
Remember therefore, in the midſt of the ſexſc 
of your own weakneſs and infirmity, that His 


| grace ts ſufficient for you, 2.Cor. 12.9. And 


that #t is given, and that on the behalf of Chriſt, 
(wu ho parchaſed it by his blood upon earth, and 
[ues 3t out by his ##terceſſion in heaven) xot only 
zo belzeve ( that you may be Chriſtians ) bat 


| alſo ro ſuffer for his ſake ( that you may 


be conſtant and crowned Chriſtians) Phil. 
1,29. Not only the occaſios of ſuffering is 
given by his providence , but ajſo the ability to 
luffer, by his inflaence and aſſiſtance , withour 
this you cannot but fa//, with this you ſhall be 
ſure to fand. (3) God hath abundantly pro- 
vided by his word and works for the excourage- 
men \ 


s i 4 
2. T 
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ment of the weakeſt Chriſtian, if cruly ſuch, /a« 


o4inlt the ſtrongeſt triall : For thou maiſt be 


confident, if thou art one of bis, that either 
he will not cal/rhee our ro ſuch ſuffering , Or, 
ifhe do, that he will /upport thee under it, and 
carry thee through1ic. All have not the Mar 
tors faith, nor ſoall all have the Martyrs fire; 

Vers ne ſhould prove to be the portion ap» 
PO! ated for thee, never fear, bur Cit thou art 
a irue believer } he, who gave thee power to be 
{4:24 ar the ftirit (ykich (1) then conldeft no min 
ao of thy ſ, lf, than 4 adrad man can fly) be will 
not deny thee power io {rffer, whatever he call 
thee our unto; lecing this, £s well asthe other, 
15 bus z1fe, (as was faid betore)and che purchaſ: 
of Clirilis diood , eipecially if you coniider 
his prowtjcs, Of Srotng power to te fatnt, ani 
6:.Ccrcaſing ſtrength to twem that have no might, 
WNatiah 40. 29. Of 2:14n7 his Spirit to help our 
1 firmities, ROM. 8. 26. to help With us over 
againſt us, a> the word tignities. Of not ſufſr- 
ins us to be tempted above what we are able, ans 
making 7 4 way for our ſcape, tht we ma) be able 
to bear it, 1 Corinth. io. 13, Of making hs 


ſfreagin perf ell in the weak:eſs of hi, ſervants, 


2 Cor. 12 9. Beiives, God is movin more for 
us, than whit wear m.|t jor him, whoſe olury 
tyes at Pake, « as BTL 4s eur liv s, Ate De ts mure 
CHILOHS of that # 44s we CAN be of 11:5. Nore- 
over Your uviowr, 12ving aad c2 pericnce Of 
all the amaziments and horrors 0! Genth, when 
he ſuffered 1: for yUU, CANNUT TOSUY boi to 
p#ty and ſuccorr you , when you [offer it 107 
him, for in that be himſelf barn [uffertd , b* 


5 
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ing tempted, he is able ( andno lefle willing ) 
to [nccour thoſe that are tempted, as the Apcſtle 
infers, Heb. 2.18. And his being heard un the 
days, when he offered up prayers and [upplicati- 
ons, with ſtrong crying and tears to him that 
was able to ſave him ſrom acath, Heb. 5.7, may 
bea ſtrong ground of encouragement, to hope 
and believe, that we, praying tor the rewovall 
of ſuch a bitter Cup with [ub»:ſſionto the Will 
of God, ſhall obtain as he did) though not the 
removal of it,yer ſtrength under it. Adde un- 
to all this the 3nſtances of Gods preſence and 
power in ſuch _ , enabling the weakefs and 
m oft timerons, even Women and Children, to 
undergo this zriall for his xames lake, Where- 
fore,( 4) For a clole , | commend this to the 
troubled and rramnbling heart, tor his Direftion, 
inſuch a cafe. Do not torment thy ſelf with 
anxioas fears and cares,concerning thy holding 
ext in a fiery triall, but rather mind thy preſent 
duty, and caſtthe barder 0! ſuch things as are 
ro come, upon him, who carets tor thee, and 
will /xſtaine thee 1n ſo doing , neitiier will he 
ever (uffer the r1ghteous ts be moved , Pal, 55. 
22. 1 Pet. 5+ 7. Suffictent to ſuch, a day will 
be the ewil of it, When#t comes, Mat, 6G. 34. 
and therefore do not anticipate, and make ir 
£xble, to what otherwiſe it would be, by your 
cares and fears about it before it come. JItis 
true, that a prodent foreſight of evil is good, 

Proverbs 22. 3. that is, ſors foreſee, as topre- 
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Liukmn, 
Life of 
taith,Pref. 
(9) the 
Reader 


pare for what we caxnot avoid, that 15 our arty, Dire, 2. 


4 was (aidbefere ,, but then let me tell you, 
there is no beter way of preparing ſor it , then by 
minaing 


. I. ge 
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minding our preſent duty, And therefore in; 
ſtead of being thus over-ſolicitons concerning 
that which isto come, Do you examine and 
prove your ſelves, whether you be in the ſaith, an} 
Chriſt be 3n you, according to your profeffion, 
2 Cor. 13.5. Give all diligence to make Jour 
calling andeleFftion ſure, 2 Pet. 1. 10. Acquain: 
your ſelves with God, and be at peace with hin, 
Job 22. 21. Make this your conſtant exerciſe, 
to have a conſcience void of offence, towards Gy 
and towards men, AQts 24.16. Draw nigh ts 
Ged, and keep cloſe to him tx humble C ommunicy, 
and Walk, as before him, in holy, rpright, bea- 
veuly Converſation , Pſal.73. 28. Gen. 17. 1. 
Make daily improvements in ſanftification, 
mortifying corruption , and growing in Gract, 
cleanſing your ſelves from all filthineſſe of fleſh 
and Spirit, and perfetting holineſs in the fear 
God, 2 Cor. 7.1. Stand upon your guard + 
gainſ} (ins of daily incnrfion , and take heed of 
thoſe that waſt the conſcience, Plal. 19. 12, 13 
Keep your ſelves from your own iniquity, Plalm 
18. 23. and Watch againſt thoſe temptation;, 
to which you ly expoſed, by reaſon of your preſen; 
condition, from Satan, the World, and the Fleſh, 
Mart. 26. 41. Revel. 16.15. And in ſimpl: 
city of heart, reſign up your ſelves to the will 
and diſpoſall of him, whoſe you are and whom 
you ſerve, Mt. 6. 10, Andthus doing yoi 
may be cox fident, that werther tribulation,no! 
diftreſſe, nor perſecution, nor famine, nor naked- 
meſs, nor peril, nor ſword, nor life, nor death, nor 
the other thing ſhall be able to ſeperate you from 
any love of God in Chriſt Jeſus our Lora, 
Rom. 8, 35:&& And 
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And thus Ihave ſhewed vou, that Jeſus 


Chriit, ls ro be lo ved, tor ne / MYTIS: ſwre ef it, — org®" 
bove all, not onely our E aj-y2; d Relats- ,...s 

ons, but alſo our Lives. And (couie( (us 4 Keno quis! {2 46 

ps his words, for a civſe of chis zead ) Blijed 14 © J6* 
s that man whe knows what it is tolyrreth Lord oF 
eſus, and to contemy himſe!! je = 22s be. f ſa. Ae | ans : 


ſhe aiſficulty whereof may mi: "Fx us breath OUE prot Ten 
our ae ſrres to h: am, that kid/pctito will ani to = \ 
ao, in the WOrcs af the | fame At Vout auth ,r, CIND., ac 


j , Iinmirc. I 
(0) Oh ! graat, that I may ly: thee more than I yg 
' f , ' , A [1 JJ, So 
my ſelf, nor my ſelf at all, milciſe j27 thre. ca.5.7,Pag- 
[ 7 


o Amen te pluſquam, nec ie, mft provter tc, Idem hb. 3. cap 54 
fag. I5I, 


"> oh -f> 5» of wwe 
Bene: "3 6 Da Cy 5 no *Ci;J © ZEVIONI Ep 
CERLSRKIDLAY Q -1o-C Br ho. CEL-MO-ETS 0 


CHAP. IX. 


Nd ſo much for th $$ {Co nd 047067 110 COT. 

the Mea ſware of your love to C rift. [ic | 
adde, but one tore z wivch concern, the ox- 
weſſing of your 16) 'e LO Chiilt in ts pretent 
aſtance i IroMm Vou, 

(3. ) Expreſſe your loveto (' Ty TTY I iS PIC = 152 Hrd 
ſent diſtance trom you, by your love owe ro 2 con 
wards another, and toward: ail men, according 5 7. 
19 the Apolyes diliribution, 1 T : /. tc > FI 


* 


C x, 4 » i» 
nc or our 

| R F 

82% i ro 


(Carilt, 


Sect, 
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E's 


*(F, Fo 


"itians love 1s tOextend is (elf tg 


" Fea | 
Zy loveto \**f { < _ . 
c ll _—_ Thi . F - q __ I. 
n | Is 115 


a Pareus, when he Þ:ds os every One [ove our nee hboggr 
Maul es bb Fn 7h: "7.2.0 
—_— as our /eives, Nit,22.39, Where, by Neigh. 
2rot, Per: ; - 


kins bortr, Weare not iy widerſt.ind only our own 
A g ; n *4771 | 741 / —— J q* GE J Mp * , 

Wis fs In C , hes Y mp; 9.x! | A I AO FRY IND (4) according 
Ix. Span- T0 90 C£077-;:92 7 fſe of rhe Serives and Phan: 
hem. Di, free, AlatS 43, but all men to whom we may bt 
a10t0 Chriſt; own ſexcein the 


» AC '” 
rs | Carats, Ln £10.30. &, Andioa Stranger, 
8, 


F 


EL of Blood, and this nero hourhood 15 to be effeemed 
ts Of _ C 


| ") \ . P 
pinquitac, $9.7. Orr bloud, AQts 17.26. And by vertme of 
this affinity of nature, our luve 15 toreach unto all 


7115 [Oe = | ' . " j 
tate We Hh t VV F 94 MES TIO, all. (341.6. IO. 46 (z91 
[4 Cibew . CP * 5 

1 himfel! 
ſa d(li73 Cj. 


[ 


/ 


| = LE os a 
"Fg Vi OC I IFCIES &XEC {aid to he GCUCT #: 


| Mie APiet re 6 Tot ako, ag 
11 J4 FS 9 YI Ia, 24+ 3.0 I 11aC is,they ate yreada,ad 
Joceu (4 

07/1465 hom! ter, Avg, Eviit. $2. (mh) pag. 267, dIlle cu; 4 aolis 
Prevendiitn Oi ul qtontol ns rrebuadum est goffect um mſericordie ree 


Provimus acti Ayp, to dn 


| +. Ch71t144.3 Edit, Calixt. quar:o, lib.1- 
Cape30., EM, on 7 


/ IST 142,26: 3261, 


al 


— 
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nExpanſum, or Firmament over the whoſe 


Creation ,- which he makes appear by ceing 
good to all, And according to the Ks? f the 

Geſpel,we are to bear /#c5 4 a love io onr N.7 he 
bor , in this extended /ence , as we C0 9 oz 
ſelves, we being bound to ae fire anc ra 4951r 
their good by vertue of their 2axtood, and 
humane nature, as we would our or, ha cs, 
with the ſame heart, and in ns war, :'.'t 
we wonld purſue our own geod, wi ac en 1,279 to 
per/ue theirs, thouoh net 133 * [a ne 7K 
and proportion , Itis a likeneſs ot qu.Uity, 
of equality, of kind, not 07 arorees, hich « Ty 
Saviour requires, when he Loyes, Th-n fil: 
love thy Neighbour , as thy { 
love 15 to extend it ſelf. #1. ) {0 thote who 


mr 
AILTC, 


NOT 


are farre from us, and rangers 0 us, as w -, 


45 to thoſe who are next vs. Gar 15 CO! 


mended for i: lsve to {fr 1: 


which we ED fo Cur Owny, tor PII Li SU/ 's [a he, [: 4 
xs do to others, rhat are # rangers to rs, for bi © 
manities ſake ( laith (t ) Lafttantis. Þ j-$+. © 

- * | F 
thoſe who are bad, as well a 1ole vhoa3 
good, (s) T hongh in th bs wir of love {. me iuGr 
tobe preferred bef: re 0: DiYs, yet nos © 
excluged, A wicked man 1s paria/rr of U».© h., 
mane nacure, and under a Ow; rg of be'ng 


made partaker of the Divize natere, and there: 
fore to be loved; you were, as he before c0n- 
verſion, and God can covert him, and make 
him ,as you arz, and trees low 6; Tn Here- 
by you will imitate your heavenly Father , 
Who maketh his Sunne to riſe en the 90d 
and on the bad, and maketh bis rain to fall 
L 2 0) 


«lf. ferro, 


"ts, + ton The | 
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b Vir ples on the juſt, and on the unjuſt Mat. 5. 45. 1tS true, 
odit impro- © that David ſayes, he did hate thoſe, that hat: 
bun,ſed the Lor, Ofal. 139. 21. and ſo will every 992 
perfeclo man, bat ( (hb) as a learned man obſerves) 
Odio, per® He hates them with a perfe& hatred, no (laye. 
an pr” 26, he ) p:rfict batrcd #5 that, which neither want; 
ft, avo4 J"ft1ce nor kaoaltage, that is, fo as nitther t; 
_ jt 5-4 iy pc erſons for ther vices ſake, nor yet ty 
tity ſci» love mens vices for their perſons ſakes (3: ) To 
enrtlL cat, encmics, as well as friends; and indeed this is 
7 ters ie Proper ©0 Chrisltianity, All men Will love thi 
lia ho es frienas (ayes (1) Tertellian ) bat Chriſtian 
ol ic, nec 9ntly will I: ve their enemies. (K) To be kinaty 
<it14 pro” th: hind Ar THES civility y, Fo be unkind to the Ults 
[Cr 04.10 bord argues corruption, tobe unkind tothe king 
Th WET.» < wb aiveli hn (s, to be KIRG tothe unkind ar. 
Colol?.p, 0; veth Chr flianit ty. (1) This doth Oy 
31, evid-ncethe force and efficacy of love; for as 
1 Amicos that fire is boite ff which warms note nely thoſe 

d ger , thivps which are, zca7, but allo thoſe which 
”—_ ws are ata diſt=nce ; lo is that love the moſt per- M'2, 
atem fo- feft, an i livily, wich 1cacheth not onely to 
LriinChres [TI{iaALT, but mir FO ENEMIES. (m) Let there» Fai 
[tanorim s > fore the graceof God herein eſpecially triump? WWrig 
Tert..z/{ GUY EMT CONT WM) ton, that whereas by nature, wt! Ti 
DI kin woul le {ved of them whom we hate, by grace J\ 
on Tudo, wemayn love th:mn which hate ms : This i iS a great Wh: 
part 1. p. work of 77acc indeed, yet moſt neceſſary for ail Whi 
131 Chrilts  Diſciplc s, tor we have his command 0 he 
ponpors lyve ar cycavies, 1 bleſs them that curſe us, ana Wr: 
yi be a 1608014 totnem that hate us, and to pray for Wo 
ſous Eſ- them, t-at deſpiehtſully uſe us, ana perſecute 1, l; 
ſayes, pag. Mar.5. 44+ belides which we have his examplt , [ 
145. be love us, when we were ſ{rangers,and 6 jar ; 
0" 
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f, Epheſe 2.12, 13. yea, angcadly ſinners and 
nemies againſt him , Romans 5. 6, 8, 10, 
olof. 1.21. Now the conlideration of this, 
hat we were ſomerimes fooliſh , aiſcbiiicit, de- 
aved, ſerving divers lifts 23:4 pleaſures, living 
umalice, and envy, batefrll , ard h.ning one 
mother, and that then the kinanſs avd linerf 
ad our Saviour appeared unio ts; NS (uCOrA- 
ng tothe Apeſtles arguing, Titzs 3. 2,3,4.) 
hould have a mighty 1nflence upon our /pirits, 
othe welting and morlarng of them into /ove, 
ind meekneſs,towards all men, even thoſe who 
re #4ng9aly, and ſtrangers, yea enmics unto 
s. Latl paſſethis, and come to ſpeak of 
Chrilttans love one to another. 


— - - — —— — ——————— —— - - uw” OY emoooepac— e_—  <—_—_ oe _ W— — 


Sect. 3. 


(2.) Chriſtians love is moſt emirently to be 
manifeſted towards the Saizrs,all the ÞY love © 
Saints C1. I, 4. all, In quibas aliquid Chriſis prferorg 
7 Es + | /"* eſpecially, 
videmus., in whom we ſte any thing of Chriſt, 
a81t is reported Bace:'s was. Though Chrittian 
ove be very extenſive, yet there is an eyaer to 
bz obſerved in thatextenxt ; Nex:c vito Clriſt, 
lis Sarmts muſt have the hiphe!'t Room in our 
hearts, and our choi/tſt, chirfef} love ts te be 
reſerved for them.” (a) T horgh 4 [1-6 of benee , Jenkins 
volence is ot to be denied t9 112 ads, yit or on Tude 
live of Complacency muſt be ſet 1p1n the good, Part. x, 
Thouph the Holy Gbsft hath exempted none Page 133s 
from being the O6jett of our Bene fi, ence 
( whereby our love is exprefſed ) we muſt do 
K3 good 


- 
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HLALLS C01 
THRU, J#41 1 
Dc1u5 ij 
for 7 alt, 
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charitatic, 
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c Saiult'o; 
ef Cops 
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QUAN Oe 
port, Bed, 
d $16 ur. 
MMI: 
T1 Chatit ts 
FC {i.e 
Fiend: 
Aug. 
e Feat ite, 
qui amat 


Fe, C3 AM!CNM 7? 


PAEC 72» 


ni; h:mincnce tn the frai's of it, 
-»- (6) Nor is 1t without reajor , 


Goth to the Th:ſſalonians, 


f A compiant of 
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£04 to all, yet there is a (um , aneſpecial 

27 upon the honſhold of faith, They mult hay 
a ſpeci il preferment in our aff«tion, and a py 
Galatians 5.1 
that the Sain 
ſhould be mere loved by us than others, þ 


caule that which is the formal? reaſon of lo 4 
is mot conſpicuons in them , for, as thoſe obj, .. 
ar: vef/ ſeen, which are moſt in the light "bl 7 
li bel 75 the formall objeft of ſight : 7 : thoſe my... 
ave 2ſt to be loved, who are neareſt to God, þ 

le Cod is the form. ill and proper objeft 6 W; 
OT (c } The boxd of grace 1s more eminul., 1 
then the bond of nature; nd( ( d)where there «Ml, . 
e{e bolineſs, ſuch are to be embraced with t1l.1, 
. moſt love ;, thus (e) T hough all men are toi, 
' Iovea for C hriſts ſake, even enemies, and —_ L, 
men, yet believers are to be loved in him , hs 
hapny ts that man, who thus expreſſeth ble 7 
to Chrift This 1s a mitter of ſuch concernment]il ,. 


and conſrquence among Chriſtsans, that I ſhall (4 
crave /eavc to expatiare a little, in venting thell 
thog Gghts 21d ar fires of my heart about it. And 
here I could w1/,,thatT had occaſion to ſay 
the Chriſtians of this —_— the Abe) h 
. Thel. 4.10, 
Erutherly love , Fg need not that 1 ; 
_ 1m!'0 zort, for ye your ſelves are taught! " 
Goa tol; Ve one anther , and ingeed you ao if 
| ut alas! its (f) otherwiſe. It was {aid of the | 
Chriſtiars in {ertullians uwme,(g)Videgut invi 


As t ECRCVWTY TD 
ls 


4 tC, &- Lim: cum propter ve, Aug, Conf, lib, 4 , CaP»9Js 
the want of loye among Chriſtians 


g Tet, Apoi, cap. 39. Pe. 47» 


cem 


em ſe ailiz 


towards the Children of Men, 


aut, See, how they love one another. 


Thenthere was 'fo much love,that it was, 4d [ u- 
wem Gentilinm, T o the wonder of the Genti &, 
wt now there 1s ſo little, hari ts, 
brifianorum, To the ſhame of Chiiſtiars 
Ye livein the laſt and worſt days vt » wor! " 
'Timoth. 
old, Mar. 24. 12. ) miquity aborn Ar, ana tre 
Ivve of many waxeth cold. It was the Ct 
f(h) one, 
reinſt the old World, was by Water, 47, 
heat of Lnſt : fo h:s laſt ox "ph . 
World that now ts, 


coldneſs of Love. 


Aa rugs ——_ 


3. 1. in which (as our Saviovy tore- 


1jeCture 
T hat a; Gods firſt laden ent 4- 
ainſt the 
1:f0# the 
will be by Fire, againſt the 
W hich if true,” " may fear 


that oreat and __ day 1s not far off: leeing 


che bearts of men, 


cold 1n love, 


friends, for the WAW., 
envy and fri/r, rhe diviſions and drſſentions the 


ea of [2 0d men , are {6 
Oh my 
the 


one bh SS anoth er. 
enmities and 41m 


hatred and wr: ith, which have been , and are, 


amons C briſtans themſelves , 


not only 1n 0- 


ther places, but even in Englard, a place of 


the 9 eateſt lioht and profe ſion, wh, er 
maligne, cenſ:: v2, reproa ch, 
and acvorr one 
onght to be, , 


by they 

acfpr/ 4 , Cppoſe, bue, 

inothe chere arc, at lea(} 
oreat /e, (nous beart, 4} 1d CO»! 


that my he, 14 WEIYE MWAit7 rs, 0195 © 18 E Ye ”S fountains 
Freavs, to weep day and night fir tre want of 


OVe, 12 ere C hrifrs: 1:10 of this 45 IT 10159 
ore eber 


FIPAYAS 


Hear a little fome of inv "laints 


which have been made(and not without cauſe) 


about ic, 


T he fire of brotberly love ( \ayes (i) 


one) 7s almoſt ready to go out, ſcarce any [parks 
of 3t yet remaining amons 1s, but inſtead of the 


re 
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fire of love, the wildefire of paſſion rageth vehe- 

mently, ana is predominant. Many live, wii 

they had been born on the mountains of Bether, 

the mountains of arviſion, and as if they bad be 

« pixters P4Ptizedin the waters of Meribab, the waters i 
Sxines ſirife. Alas! (fayes(k) another) that Twrk 
Reſt.Edit. aud Pagan' 641 agree in wickedneſs, better thas 
4.Paitl. Chriſtians in the truth, that Bears, and Lins, 
apa lVolves ana Tigers , Can agree together , by 
3Jotgts Chriſtians cannot ,, that a legion of Devils can 
agree in one boay, and not the tenth part of [i 

many Chriſtians in one Charch. Iread inait 

in Pagau writers, that Chriſtians were as cru 

as Bears aud Tigers againſt one anoth:r. All 

Am. MI” nuanus Marcellinus gives it as the reaſon « 
Sp Julizns poltey, in proclaiming liberty for every 
aha party to profeſs and preach their own opinir,, 
becauſe he kne\y the crucll Chriſtians would thi 
oſt ficrcely fall upon one another, and ſo by tr 
berty of conſcience, and by keeping their Chilare 
from tne S: hools of learning , he thought to have 
rooted out Chriſtianity frem the earth, But | 
had hoped his accuſation had come from tht 
malice of the Pagan writer ; little did I think ts 
have ſeen it ſo far verified. Did I ever think 
to have heard Chriſtians ſo to reproach and 
ſcorn Chriſtians ? and men profeſſing the fear 
of Goa, 1::ituhe [o little conſcience of cenſurta! 
tili/3bg, ſlanaering , and aiſgracing one ano- 
ther! Lord! What Devils are we unſanttified, 
when there is yet ſuch a nature remaining in tht 
fanSificd? Such a Nature hath God, in theſt 
asy's, ſuffered ro atlcover it ſelf, EVER £44 £6 
godty, that, if 9e d14 mot gracionſly and pow” 
© erful'y 


#* 


towards the Children of Man. 
ofully reſtrain , they would ſhed the blood of 


one another , and no thauks to us, if it be nor 
done. It was a ult charge and ſad complaint 
made by (/)) a Reverend, and holy man, more 
than chirty years agoe, which tor the [wrable- 
wes of it to our own caſe and time, 1 ſhall tere 
tranſcribe. It is atterly 4 fault among you 
(laid he then) that the difference in judgment 
and prattice,ahut theCeremoni. s of our Church, 
hatb cauſed ſuch ſtrangeneſs, and alienation of 
mind and afſeion , between ſuch as de try 
fear God, both Ainiſters and prople , We are (0 
far from receiving, eſteeming, loving, and main- 
taing ſociety one with another , notwithſtanding 
this difference in judgment about thrſe things, 
that we are apt to deſpiſe and juige one another 
for it, aud doubt whether there be any truth of 

race in them that differ from us #n theſe things. 
Szrely (faith the one lice) the i1diff:rency,and 
lawtulneſs of theſe things is now {1 clearly mar 
nifeſted, as theſe men muſt neer's be wil'glly 
blizd , that do ct ſee it. Nay, certauly they 
caunor chaſe but ſee it well exnnuph , and were # 
xot for a carnal reſpeft to their creaut with the 
people, among whom they have gutten a great 
name and applauſe, by landing cut fo long , 
they would douztleſs conform themſelves. And 
ſurely (faith the other (1de) the 1tt7 witlaw'nle 
neſs of theſe Ceremonics, is now [5 clearly reveal- 
ed, that theſe men muſt needs be wilſully blind, 
that ſee it uot, nay, they do ſte us well exough, 
ang were it not for a carnal reſpefb they have 


1533 
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wnto their worldly peace, and eftate, they would © 
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conſcience , in obſerving of them. And what 
truth of grace can there be in them that are wil. 
fally blind, and for carnal reſpifs, dothus [in; a. 
24inſt their own conſcicace. Aud thus do both ſides 
groſſely and dangerouſly erre, and ſin againſt 
their brethren. Ana when ye fin ſo againf 
the brethren, (\aith the Apoſlle 1 Cor. 8. 12. ) 
ye ſin againſt Chriſt. For the experience of all 
times, and of this preſeut age, proveth evidently, 
that there be of both ſides that fearGod unſeigned: 
ly, and mm the whole tenonr, and courſe of Whol: 
converſation, the life and powey of true goalineſſe 
doth manifeſtly appear. And if thou ds not /t: 
this ( whoſo:ver thou art , that art moſt bitte 
and violext of either fide ) then art thou certain 
ly thy ſelf moſt wilfully blind. And I do aſſtr: 
thee ( inthe Name of the Lird , and by go04 
warrant out of his Word ) that if thou canſt ni 
anfeignedly love every one that truly feartth 
God ( whether he conform, or not conform ) i/ 
thou canſt not bewail and ſtrive againſt theſe 
hard conceits thou haſt been wont to entertain 
againſt ſuch, thou canſt have uo comfort at a/' 
i» thine own eſtate before God: Thus far he. And 
is the matter any whit amended now? Truly 
no; - the ſame occaſions of gifference in jud7c- 
ment remaining , there are the ſame diſtance 
of affcttion , the lame hears and contentions 0! 
ſpiric attending chereupon; nay, I fear, greater, 
which is very fadto conlider; .(m) Indeed i! 
were to be deſ;red, thomgh hardly to be hoped, tha! 
in the Charch of God, there were no noiſe of axe, 
and hamm:rs , no difference in judgments 44 


conceits, but in the beſt ages of the Church thre 
have 


k 


iowards the Children of Men. 


have been, and therefore we can expetF no other, 
than that there ever will be, varictics and aiff.- 
rences of juagment : But that in this caſe of un- 
avoidable differences among goed men , there 
fwruld be no more mutuall charity, mcekneſs, mer 
deration, tolerance, and humanity expreſſed, and 
one the conttary, ſo mich judging, aeſpiſing. re» 
jetting, and ſulting OVEer 977 arotner, ſuch b1t- 
ter inviFives, and voluminoms reproaches, ſuch 
recoraing of Brethrens infirmitics, and raking w- 
to the ſores, which Chriſt died to heal, ſuch 
backbiting, ſtanderous ſpeeches, ſuch ſecrct divi- 
ding contrivances, and acep deſigns againſt 
Brethren ,, that diſagreement of judrements, 
ſhould break, forth into diſunion of kearrs , that 
anuaſt the variety of our ſeveral! conceits, there 
ſhould be no more care , to preſerve ſtill the 
unity of faith, and love, by which orely we are 
known to be Chriſts Diſciples , that thorezh there 
be not Via una, one Way, there ſhin'd not yet be 
Cor. unnm, oze Heart, Thists a Lamentaring, 
and will be for a Lamentation. Now, when 
theſe things are rhxs among us ( thongh they 
ought not ſa to be )ſhallwe {it #111! in flere, and 
fupidity,and luffer the/weet and /of fire of love 
to ay ot Quite, and the 1/4. fire of paſſion and 
contention tO ſpread and prevatl, withour mov- 
Inga 10ngue,or hand,or trot townris the repreſe 
ſing of the one,and r:215177 of rhe other ?Shall 
we ſee Chriltians raking one another by che 
throat, and ftand by, as it we were xnconcerned 
init ? Fhis were enongh to make the dumb to 
ſpeak_., For ſurely, horld we altogether kold onr 
peace, the ſtones would immediately cry 11t as 
our 
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our Savionr ſaid in another caſe, Luke tg. 49, 

This may ſomewhat jufifie, and vindicate my 

writing, when I may not ſpeak, that my Fe; 

may reach thoſe, whom my 1o»gxe cannot . 

eſpecially, when it is upon ſo harmleſſe, and 

$anocent a deſigns, as the abating of wrath, and 

advancing of lov, among Chri/tians, which the 

l;ve of Chriſt, ( the main ſ#hjef of this dif- 

courie ) doth lo #aterally, and neceſſarily lead 

unto. Suffer me therefore, as I have called up. 

0N you to love the Lord feſus, now to call uy- 

on you to love one another. The Amthor of that 

Comment upon the Epiſtle to the Galations(in. 

n Sit.Se- ſerted in the ſixth Tome of Hiercms works, (n) 

nenſ.Bibl« though ic be none of. his ) reportsof St, Foby, 

Iiv.4. Thar whiles he abode at Epheſus, to a very great 

Aer, 2 age, ſo that he was haraly led tothe Church be- 

trolog, tWixt two, when he was not able to make any long 

p.317. adiſcoprſe to his hearers, he uſed onely to ſpeak 

Rr! crit. theſe words, Little cniaren, love one another. 

Sacr-119.-4 Andcruely, were Ito finiſh my Teſtimony, or 

<4 my courſe, ſo as never to /peak,, or write more 

unto you, I could jnot do it better, than as] 

now do,by beſpeaiing your love oze to anther. 

Oh ! Chriſtians [ove one anether, and [ beſeech 

you, let this counſel! be acceptable unto you, do 

not dexy me this requeſt, me thinks, you ſhould 

not, when | come in Chriſts name, and beg it 

fer his ſake, who hath laid ſuch ob/igations up+ 

on you hereunto, that you muſt needs be ex- 

ceeding hard, andobaurate, if you withſtand 

them. Give me leave to propound them to 
yourconſideration. 


Sect. 


towards the Children of Mex. 


— —— 


Sect. * 5» 


(1.) FYOnſider how ftriQly this 15 exjoyned, 

ind how ſtrongly urged by our Lord The ft 
jeſ#s. It was hs dywng charge, which he fre- A 
quently inculcated, ſweetly inlinuated, and pow. _ ; 
erfully preſſed upon bis Dzſciples, and in them love a- 
upon all C hriſtians, (0) Speeches of dying mong. 
menare received with moſt veneration, efpecs- Chriſtians 
ally the charge of dying frienas , Therefore the _— 
Brethren of Joſeph , fearing left he ſhould ri- commands 
member the inquries formerly gone to him, uſed o Minitoa 
this plea, T hy Father did command befere he a;- 91 Jude 
id, ſaying, 8 ſhall ze ſay to Joieph, Forgive, I P+ 33t+ 
pray thee, new the treſpaſs of thy Brethren, K&C. 
Gen. JO. 16, 17. When «< liſt took /eave of 
his Diſciples, heleft this as his laſt charge, that 
tliey ſhould love one another, and let us ſee, 
bow he proponrds, and ſets this horig, that ir 
night take place with them, 7ehn 13. 34,35 
You may take the riſe oi tliis Di/conrſe trom 
tle 33 verſe, where he gives this /zcer, and 
4nd compellation, Little chilarcn, and he doth 
It, to make the eaſier way for what he had to 
propound to them, ASit he had ſaid, (p) It ph. 
becommeth obedient children to bear in continual! Harm. 
remembrance i he words of their dying Father , and P* $49: 
it 1 but neceſſary for you , who are my chilaren , 
0 keep and carry avout with you , for ever fixed 
" Jour hearts, this, which,as my dying legacy, I 
equeath ts you, of loving one another, When he 
ns to the matter, you may tee , how he fils 
h1s 
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his month with Arguments, as many argument 
almoſt as words. A new commanadement I gin 


unto you, that ye love one another, &c. Y 91 fee 


. ”Y 
q Gerb. p. (t.YItis a commanaement,(q) nota ave aavic, 


$52, andecounſell, which he lcaves as an arbitran 
matter for them either ro do or not to dy ac 

cording to their own w:/!, and pl/eaſare , by 

he binds them to it by a weighty, and ſer, 

r Inton.,1te 64s command. Now (r) When the ſoxnd of ; 
devi i0 Pit» at want pPreceprenters into onv ears, we muſt leav 
ceprog*% off objet ing, and fall to obeying. (2+) It is1 
gr commanadement of his own preſcribing, a com. 
endum, Mandement [ grve xnto you. (+5)T, who am yi 
Terr. oxue.and only Maſter, M-t.23.8 10. 1, to whin 
SGerh.ubi your audience and obedience hath bcen beſpoken b) 
ſupra, a voice from the excellent olory, Mat.17.5.2 Pa, 
TI. 17, I whom y014 own as Your Lord and 11. 

fter, John 13. 13. 1 command you to /ove on 

another, and therefore it concerns You , who 

are my Di/cipl-s, and followers, to obſerve me 

herein. Again (3.) It 15 a commandement,which 

I give unto you, asa ſpecial token, and privy 

t Gurnal (edge. (Tt) He was now taking his f.rewell 
Chriſtian #h*12, and this was as the \ir7takings of that milk 
Arm. part wherewith he had fed them ; never dropt a (weeter 
> P. 424+ diſcourſe from his bleſſed lips, he ſaved his bif 
Wane till laſt : He was now makivg his laſt will, 

and amons other thiygs, which ke bequeaths ti 

his Diſciples, he takrs this commandement, 454 

Father would ds his ſcal-ring off his finger, and 

Warr dives it unto them.Yet this 1s not all;tor ( 4.) He 
Perm. £59es iT them, not barely as a commandement, 
of Loye, p, Þut 25 a wew Commandement. A new commanate 
618, ment give 1 wnte you, (n) Which is not wy 
ungers 


towards the Children 6, Mem. 


:nderſtood, as if it were ſo xew, 4b in love, 
Lave been heard of bef,rez for it ic was dnoftle, 
Moſes, written in the ancient Statates and is 
cords, Lev.1g9.18. Nay, as 61d as Adam,written 
inthe Heart of Man, by Natare, as with the 
joint of a Diamond, in which reſpects it was an 
dd commandment; And yet new, (1.) Becauſe 


Excellent , for the Hebrews call that New , Þ 
(which is ExceHent P ſal. 33.3. a zew ſong there, ,; 


61 


tur phra- 


0 Mis an exceZent ſong; and a new commanaement fi, nut quia 
$1Where,is a moſt excellent commanament , asif he novum ſed 
»Whad ſaid, I have given you many commana- axiſink, 


»M:»ts, whiles I have becn conver ſazt with you. # a —_ 


but now I give you one, which 1s i»/{ar omni» 
um, one inflead of all, one moſt excellent, this of 
live. Again, new (2 ) Becauſe r:newedgthus 
the Zews uſe to ſpeak, that which is renewed, 
they call new; thus fer. 26. 10. the xew gate 
10 FWibere, is che gate chat -was but repaired, and 
neMEzck 36.26. the aew heart 1s the rexewed heart. 
<WThis commandement of loving one another, 
9+ MChriſt here calls a ew commandment , Come 
of Ming forth nowin a »ew cartion, corrifted, and 
Ik eniarged , correfted and amenaecd, from the 
alſe gloſſes and corraptions of the Scribes, and 
Phariſces : and exlarged from his own example, 
at follows in the next words ; 4s [ have [9v- 
ayou, that ye alſo love one another, Betore it 
ras only, T heit ſhalt love thy neighbogr as thy 
*=f; now it is, Love one another, as I have lov- 
4y0u. And yet he hath not done, for (5.)it 
54 commandment {trenothend with the moſt 
frevle Motivess (1.) The firſt isin the words 
'en now mentioned; That you love one -_ 
thee 
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his mouth with Arguments, as many argument; 
almoſt as words. A new commandement I giny 


wnto you, that ye love one another, Nc. Y 94 lee, 

q Gerb. p. (1.)It is a commanaement,(q) nota are advice 

$52. andeounſell, which he lcaves as an arbitrary 

matter for them either ro do or not to dy ac 

cording to their own will, and p/eaſare, by 

he binas them to it by a weighty, and ſer, 

r Inton.-2te 64s command. Now (r) When the ſoxnd of ; 
divi.opre- diem? preceptenters into onr ears, we muſt legy 
Ceprog40% off ot-get ing, and fall to ob*ying. (2+) It is1 
Cm commanaement of his oWn preſcribing, a come 
arty " manarment I give unto you. (+), who am Jo 
Terr. oxe,and only Maſter, M-t.23.8 10. 1, to why 
SGerh,ubi your audience and obedience hath bcen beſpokinhy 
ſupra, "a woice from the excellent olory, Wat. 17.5.2 Pe, 
I,17, I whom J04 own as Jour Lord and 1M 

fter, John 13. 13. 1 command you to /ove one 

another, and. therefore It concerns YOU , who 

are my Diſcipl-s, and followers, to obſerve me 

herein. Again ( 3.) It 1s a commanaement,which 

I gzve unto you, asa ſpecial roken, and privy 

t Gurnal {e4ge. (t) He was now taking his farewell 
Chriſtian #h:m, and this was as the \i7eakings of that milk 
Arm. part wherewith he had fed them ; never dropt a (weeter 
2+ P. 424. diſcourſe from his bleſſed lips, hz ſaved his biſ 
wane till laſt : He was now making his laſt will, 

and amon? other things, which ke bequeaths to 

his Diſciples, he takes this commandement, 454 

Father would ds his ſeal-ring off his finger, ani 


ives #t unto them.Yet this 1s not all:tor ( 4. ) He 
u Warſ. ; 
Perfume £295 15 them, not barely as a commanadement, 
of Love, /. but *s a new Commandement. A new commanae* 


618, ment give 1 unteyou, (nu) Which is not toe 
unders 


towards the Childres of Men. 159 


:nderſtood, as if it were ſo xew, as never to 

i Love been heard of befires, for it it was as ld as 

Moſes, written in the ancient Statutes and Ke- 

+ cords, Lev.ig.18. Nay, as eld as Adam,written 

TW inthe Heart of Man, by Natare, as with the 

cM joint of a Diamond, in which reſpects it was an 

ul 1d commandment: And yet new, (1.) Becauſe 

+ Excellent, for the Hebrews call that New, pn 
Pp raicd dis 

(MI vbich is ExceJent P /al. 33.3. a zew ſong there, ,;,,. pbra- 

{Mis an exceZent ſong; and a new commanadement þ, nut quia 

1M bere,is a moſt excellent commanament ; asif he novum ſed 

Wd ſaid, I have given you many commana- anifink, 

oMwe»ts, whiles 1 have becn converſant with you, #42fimis 

»{Wbuc now I give you one, which is 1z/far omni» : 

rm, oe inflead of all, one moſt excellent, this of 

«Move. Again, new (2 ) Becauſe rrveweathus 

- ihe Zews ule to ſpeak, that which ts rezewed, 

x: Fihey call new; thus fer. 26, 10. the xew gate 

0 Witere, is the gate that -was but repaired, and 

ne MEzk 36.26. the new heart 15 the rexe wed heart. 

This commandement of loving one another, 

Chriſt here calls a new commandment , Com 

ing forth nowin a ew tartion, corrifted, and 

aarged , cirrefted and amenaecd, from the 

alſe gloſſes and corruptions of the Scribes, and 

'harsſces ; and enlarged from his own example, 

1, Ws it follows in the next words ; As I have [ov- 

to 4 you, that Je alſo love one another. Before it 

5425s only, T heir ſhalt love thy neighbonr as thy 

1d Milf; now it is, Love one another, as 1 have lou- 

Je F410. And yet he hath not done, for (5.)it 

1 commandment {trenvthend wi:h the moſt 

eble Motivess (1.) The firſt isin the words 

'en now mentioned; That you love one _ 

tee 
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ther, as I have loved you. This Motive is drawn 
from his own example, his love which he hath 


ſhewed unto vs , and there are two things in 

Chriſts example , which may engage our love 

oneto another; for from his Love towards us, 

(1. ) We have the ftrongett Reaſon and rround 

xParticula for our love tO Chriſtians, (x) So lome take 
dg a chis As here, for Becauſe, as if the meaning 
ranong; Were, Becauſe I have loved you, it 7s but equal 
id ef,quia 14 reaſonable, that you ſhould love one another, 
ego 205 dis 1 hu5 he propounds his own love rowards us, 
texi,idco in taking our nature upon him, coming 1n fleſh, 
equum Ot 1;2ing 10 lywvingly and kindly among thok 
whe ang with whom he converſed , and ar length /zal 
diligatis, $1.7 up a!l with his 6/00 and acath, as a ſtrong 
Gerh.Har, Cbligation to us , to love one another, 
P. $55. ard 16 indeed it is, What can be gpretter! 
Guanls Cy) Voat ſhenld not the love of Chriſt commani 
Chritian 4 Chriftian ? if it were tolay down his tife fir 
Armour, the brethren, would it be demed ? how much 
Part 2. leſs, when it 1s only to lay d:wn ow ſtrifes ani 
P 424 animoſutics, and to embrace one another in low! 
If Chriſt your Maſter and Lord, your Heat 

and your X3»g, haih thus loved you, who att 

bur Diſciples, Servants, Members, and Sub 

jefts, much more ought you ta love your 

fellow- ſervants members,and ſubjefts, (2,) We 

have the higheſt and beſf Rnle, and pattern, fot 
our love to Chriltians. Chriſt by his loveto 
us, hath not only given us an Argument why, 
but alſo a Direfion how, we ſhould love one 
another, and we are bound to conform tv 
him herein. He that ſaith, he abideth in Chrif,, 
ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk, as Chriſt all 
YI walk, 
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walked, 1 John 2. 6. and We maſt walk #n love, 
43 Chriſt alſo loved us, fayes another Apoſtle, 
Ephel. 5. 2. We muſt follow Chril) 1n tus 
love, though we cannot doit paſ/'' vs £9; 
us, We muſt pre after his copy, tho1:gh we can- 
not make ſuch fas? Chara&rs. Ye mult love 
one another, as he loved ws, chough we can 
never love as mach as he, in the ſamte m:1uc r, 
though we fall ſhort ir, the meaſure. (2) And 

here chere are chele chings, 1n which our love 
of Chriſtians, ſhould be contor ma tble to Chrilis 
love cowards us. ( 3.) The love of Jetus Chritt 
towards us was a free love, he loved us when 
we deſerved it not; without conf: {tins his 
own profit or advantas 7e, but only minding 
our /alvatrs : and hereby he bath taugl.e us 
'0 love one anowter freely, not reſpecting our 
"gown profic, bur the will and £:99end of Go d, 
paying it asa debr, not to pzrevaſe lome benefit 
'Wco our ſelves chereby, not {o king at Our 62wn 
21905 berein , but at the things of crhers, rhe 
4 900d and benetic of thoſe whom we love "more 
Wthan our own, 1 Cor. 10. 24 Philips. 4 
E'2.) lhe love of Jeius Chriit cowards us, was a 
Wire and real love : he did no. feion and Ct une 
UW terfeit a love to us, but did truly love us; It 
©MW was not complementall but cordis {{ , 1t was not 
ver all, bur reall. He went about ding good) 
0 and ſuffeving evil , for our ſakes, all bis lite 
long, As 10. ;$. Heb. 12.3. and then 7ave 
i hwmſelf for #s, his bleod, bis Life out Ol his greas 
vW /evero us, Epheſe 5, 2. and hereby te hath 
"MW cauphr us ro love one another r ſincerely , and 
really, witheut diſſimniation, Romans 12. 9. 
KH, 637M” 
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nnſeionealy, 1 Peter 1. 22. net in word, ay; 
in tongue oxly., vxt in deed, and in ruth al; 
x John 3. 18. There mult be a wcrk and laby 
in our love. t Thel. 1. 3. Heb. 6. 10. ſo as thx 
we mult perform all offices of love and kind, 
to the Saints, Our love towards them myj 
be expreſſca by /ympatkizing with them in al 
condiuons, Refjoycing with them that aor:. 
Joyce, and wieping with them that weep, Rom 
12.15. Diſtriomting to the neceſſities of thin 
that want, as we are able, and opportemnity i 
offered tO us, Rim. 12,13. Gal. 6, 10, I fb: 
2. 17. James 2.15.16, Bearing with them i 
their snfirmities, Gal. 6. 2. Forbearing of thin 
and furgiving of them , when they offendus, 
Epbeſ. 4. 32. Col. 3. 12, 13. Tea, layuy 
A1\Wn our 1v's for the brethren, as the caſe may 
be, and xeed ivineti mes requires, 1 ch. 3.16, 
Roms. 16. 3,4 hl. 2. 17,38. 


& 


We mult no! 
count our very lives too dear for the brethren, 

a Cotton (aJwhcinthe laying of them down may be ſi: 

upon fobiz wiceable to the olory of God, and the good of his 

P.262, a 1 Si © þ 

: Churcn, ana the ſparing of them would be pre 


Koucrts "OTIS 8 k f 
Bel. Evid. jaarctal both Wants. (3.) ſhe love of Jeiw 


p» 232, Chriſt cowards us was a conſtant love. Having 
lovea his own which wire inthe world \ be dui 
thim rothecnd, John 13. 1, Whom Jeſus Chrit 
once loves, he loves tor ever; nor do the uv»: 
kindneſſes of bis Children tre him our, ard 
make lum ceaſe Jovins of them : They may 

— rs hzm hide bis face from them, but not ſet 

Poems, #15 heart a__ them 

The Bag, (b) Storms are the triumph of his art, 

Þ. I45. Well may he cleſe hs; eyes, but uo his heart. 


Now 
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Now hereby he teacheth us to be conftant 
m our love one to another, to continue and 
perſevere 1n our love to the end, Heb. 13, x. 
yea to abound and increaſe more and more, 25 
the Apoſtle prayes, 1 Theſi 3.12. Our love 
of the Brethren ſhould be perperical ind nor be 
altered, tnterrupted and abatcd by ttcr perty 
akinaneſſes, much lefle by the greuteff and 
moſt miſerable change of their ontrrayd cone 
ditien , Proverbs, 17. 17- 'l hus have we from 
the love of Chrift, both a Reaſon, anda Role, 
for our love to one another, and by both a 
ftrorg obligation thereunto, (2.) The fecond 
Motrve it laid down in the 35. verle. By this 
ſhall all men kaow that you are my Diſciples , if 

ou bave love one to another. his is the grand 

Charatter of Chriſtianity, without which all 
our profeſſion will come to nothing. There 
15a great Emphaſis in che words, which tends 
to the {tronger enforcing of that which he 
brings it for. / c) He doth not fay, Hereby 
you foall be my Diſciples, but hereby it ſpall be 
known , for we are made Diſciples by faith, 
but manifeſted to be lo by /vve. Nor doth he 
tay, kertby [ ſhall know chac you are ny Dif 
ciples, for he knew all men, and nitded not 
that any ſhould teffsfie concerning man, julin 2, 
24. 25. Nor doth he ſay, bir, by Tort [114i £00 
that you are my Difciples { chough that by rue 
1 fohn 3- 14.) bur lercoy others ſhait Sow 
Nor doth he ſay, hereby ihey fhall obeſe and 
conjecture, but hereby they (hall know, as by a 
ſure and i*fallible fign, Nor doth he fay, 
hereby your Di/cip!:/aip ſhall be known , as 4 
2 [pecialt 
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ſpecial ſecret, to very few , bur as the Sun in 
his /Aeridian, all men ſhall know it. Nor doth 
he ſay, that all men ſhall know , that you ar: 
my Servants and brethren , but my Diſciples, 
whiles you cb/erve my precepts, and follow my 
example , as Diſciples ſhould do. Nor doth 
he ſay, that tereby all men ſhall know, that 
you ſeem tove my Dilciplesin a diſguiſe , but 
that you ar# /o avithourt a fizeon. Laſtly, he 
doth rot ſay, your Diſctpleſhip ſhall be known 
by the aſſemtling your ſelves in the houle of 
Prayer, yerr crying Lora, Lord, your ſhewing 
ſigns and wonders, working miracles, or caftin 
ot Deviis in my Name , your being Orthodox 
in judgment, and jumping together in your opi. 
»1045, bur by this it ſhall be kzown as a Token 
which never failes, If you have love one to anc- 
ther, Sorthat this 1s the Baage of Chriſtiaxity, 
d Charitas and Craratter of erery true Chriſtiaz, to love 
eftquedim one another, (d) n1hout which all car Profe/- 
[01m 18 fi0z, Provileages. and Performances, are nothing 
rats &- inthe account of ChriftF, One wobld think 
a 6 our $42:zr had by this time ſaid exoygh to en- 
atie fre gage all Chriſtians to love one another , but he 
crritate hath not yer done; and therefore, if you paſſe 
ia/ormes oa tothe fifteenth Chapter, you will find him 
fiat, & goover it egain, and again : In the twelfth 
wn” yerſe, ſays. he, This s my Commanament, 
queaſe ſmtee that you love one another, as I kave l;vid you. 
Rolloc. in (e) Anif be would fignifie to them, that as he had 
Col.2- 14. one Di/ciple, who went by the Name of the Diſ- 
e Gurnls ciple whom Jeſus lived : $0 be wonld have a 
Chriſtian darling Command mount , in which he takes ſome 
Arm, Part / Soho. & th ki Idb Reg 
+. Þ. 43F« fengular ailirkt , aid that this ſhenld be Rn 

ves 
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heir loving one another. And for a Concluſion 

goes over it again in the ſeventeenth verſe, 
T heſe things I command you, that you lave one 
mother, intimating , thar this one 1hi-g was 
I things, all that ever he had Fþ:ken to tnery, 
nd gives them in charge, were either come- 
rehendedin this, or to be ref:rred to it, Thus 
ur Saviour exjoyned and enferecd this duty of 
we among Chriſtians, this was his Doftrine 
hich he preached to, and preſſed upon, his 
Di/ciples, and-in them upon ourlſelyes : and 
all we be ſo diſengenioxs x as not to hearken 
pbhim, and obſerve him herein * Yet this 1s 
t all, and therefore, 


"I IT — — 


Sect. 4. 


2.) Onſider in the next place bis Prayer The (e- 
forit. Having preached it up among cond Mo. 

Is Ds/csples on earth , in the Chapters tore- —_— 

entioned, asif he were relolvcd not to miſle To - 

Is work, he ſets upon proying ir down from his "ore 

Father in Heaven, in the ſeventeenth Chapter 

hich contains his exce/ſent Prayer, (f) and f Gurnall 

phat he inſffed moſt upon in his Sermen , that #1 ſ»prd, 

le exlaygeth moſt upon in this Prayer. Love ** 42.6, 

vas the charge which he laid upon ihem , and 

Vrity is the bleſſing which he begs of his Father 

orthem, verſe the eleventh, Ho!y Father, 

ep through thy Name, thoſe whom thou haſt 

ven me; and why all this care ? that they may 

pe one as we are. A$ if he bad ſaid. Father, did 

* ever fall out ? was there ever ai/cord betwixt 
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us? why then ſhould they who are thine aud mi 
&iſagree? Soverle the 21. and again veri 
che cwenty third, he. is pleading hard forth 
ſame mercy , and why ſo oft ? 15 it ſo hard 
wrung trom. God, that Chriſt himſelf my 
tog 10 often for it ? no,ſure ; but as Chriſt {p 
of che voice that came from heaven, John 
30 Thisviice came not becauſe of me, but {i 
ory fakes : So mult ] ſay here, This ing 
atid 2tal of Chriſt, for his peoples unity 
toue, was for their ſaes, that ſeeing how mu 
his Heart was ſet upox their loving one anithy 
their hearts might all. ve more s upon it, | 
ſeth ana prrſueit, and that ſeeing bow gr: 
an enemy he was to contentions and diviſion 
they might be ſcared from raiſing and fomentin 
them, And doth ignot eÞncern Chriſtians t 
make that the matter of their ſtudy and exd: 
vorr, which Chriit made the matter of hi 
prayer ? did he pray for Love and Unity fit 
us,and ſhall not we {ive for it for our ſelves 
Oh ! how /ad and aiſmall a fight isit, tot 
hold Chriltans. by their wrath and bitrerne[ 
again(t one ar,other, to make, as much as1! 
them lyes, the Prayer of Chriſt of xene effef: 
Surely, this wvould have 1ome influence to tl 
uniting 0: Chriſtian hearts in love , if ir wet 
more /c719ufly ponder:d by them. Yer this 
not all, for, 

3.) Confer, that he not only Preached it 
and Prayed tor it, butalſo Paidforit, (g) A 
he went from fri aching wp love on earth by bu 
Strmena, to Pulling ut cown from heaven bj 
Prayer: ſo he went from praying to paying fer it, 

; a 
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1d the price which he laid down fir it, was his 
Pod. It's rue, that ovnr Reconciliation with 
od, ard Vnion with him, was the fir and 
bief thing , which he prrrchalrd tor bis peeple 
v hi: death and blooded, bn t vet he had in his 
'e alſo their r:conciliation ard union with one 
nother, and next to thar, this was mainly in- 
nded by him : For tis Ch::r:6 1s his Hoxſe 
nd Reſtino-place, Pal. 132. 13, 14. ard he 
new he ſhould cake but /irrle --ff, if that were 
n fire by diviſions and aiſſentions, It 15 his 
ingdom, Pal. 2. 6. and how ſhould his Laws 
e obeyed, if all his Sybjef, were in an bxb- 
#b apainſ{t one another f In a word, ht 
barch isa people, which he [13th taken our of 
he w:rld for his Nam?:, AQRs 15, 14, that is, 
for his Honogr, and Gliry, but lie would have 
little cy2a5t to be the Head of a wrangling 4t- 
ided people. Andtherefore where he prays 
harthey may be made perfett 5 one, Jobn 17. 
23. he inliſts upon this as his great Argrument. 
That the World may knew that 1h1;: haſt ſent 
ye, Now that the kuirtiny Of Chrillizns to- 
eether in Love, was vne preat end of Chriſts 
vath, 1s clear from Scripture, take a place or 
wo, Fpbeſ. 1,10. The Apoſile here ſhews, 
That this was the myſtery of Gods nill, prrr poſed 
in himſelf trom all Ereraity, and pabiihed by 
the GoFpel, viz, That ho might gather together 
m one ali things 1n Chriſt , both which are un 
heaven, and which are on ear:h, even in him. 
The meaning of which place isthis (h) That h Ferguſ, 
int of Chriſt all things are ſcatter:4, and diſ- on the 
ed:rod, the whole wirld is 4 confuſe] Chacs, place. 
M 4 and 
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and borrible confuſion, bat in and by bim, by hy 
ATterit, andin his Body, all his Ele& (whether 
Argels or Men, whe ber alrcady glorified, or 
vet upon earth) who before were ſeparated fron 

0a, and one another, are recapitulated , ax 
gathered trxethiy into one (as the word draw. 
$11a,6 az, 1* well rendred ) that is, (1) Ar 
mide one with God by the union of Faith, ani 
Ge among themſelves by the union of Low, 
as (k) Calvin wblerveson the place, Now 
(his was eff:ted by Lis Croſſe, as appears from 
te wext C,apricy, where we have the matter 
morecl-4-/y and fully proved: See Epheſ.1 
14, 15» 10, Fer he z5 0ur peace, who hath mat: 
both one, &c. The main and principal intend 
ment of which words, 1s to ſet forth the effica 
cy of Curilts ZZeatarion, rowards the effeRing 
of 113103, p:aceand reconciliation for the Sons 
of Men, according as they need ; To thi 
purpoſe, (1) Inthe beginning of the four- 
teenih verſe, he in generall proclaims Jeſus 
Chriit to be cur peace. He i onr peace, that 
is, the Amthor and Worker of our peace. 
Then,in the follywing words, be proceeds un- 
to toe parcicuiars, in which we needed, ard 
Chritt was mad? our peace, and they are two. 
ER.) Bitween our ſelves mutually N and here 
Ncinitancerh in the greateſt breach and exmit) 


mr 05 thatever was, that betwixt few and Gevtile, 
gr” tis $4n pars of the fourteenth and the whole 
Grot. in Niceenth verſe. (2.) Between God and vs, inthe 
loc. 

k In yi corpur ler eo, &» Deo unimiur, Of inter nos moutud 
tens comnill, Calvin ice, Good whis Uiniverl. Peace-makerep.2.5 


Gxteenth 
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ſixteenth verſe. In the handling of theſe, he 

layes down the Parts and Means of accompli- 

ſhing both , and obſerves a notable paraile/ 

thereins m Non. it 
The Parts of the Peace mace among our #+#47p- 


ſelves, fews and Gentiles, are two pulumy ſed 
Politive. Making both ſe far OS 
(1.) Politive. aking both one, verie fOur- ,,;,um, ur 


reen. AA aking of twain one weW May, verie a:fliorcon- 
fifreen, He 'made prace berwixt them , by jundo fig- 
uniting a dif ant, differeyt, and aivided people. Whctur, 
And here you may note. (1.) The Nearne(s 79% 74 
of the Vn30n, (m) He doth not tay,Onue people, ts Gs 
but One man, to fignifie the ftriftneſs of the vieatys, 
Union , not of Citizens of the ſame City ſo quim 
much, as of Members of the ſame Body, having pror1-60g 
one Head, fo wit, Chriſt , ana as vu wire one Kat m_ 
Soul, to wit, his Holy Spirit. And then you ww cir 
may turther note, (2-) The way of accom! lt. unium Ca- 
ſhing this Umon, (mn ) which was not by put,nempe 
moulding them np togeth:r in the ſame condition, viſtumy 
wherein he then found them , but by changing, —_ 
creating anew, and YeTeneraring of them firft, a 
and. then uni:ing them, and therefore it is noc pt, Spiritk 
{laid to make oze man, but oze New man, fo £145 SAh- 
making peace ,, Chrilt begins this Reconciliation (Ln, 


at Renovatica, _ 1a 


(2.) Privative. And that is bv r2kizg away n Non ait, 
the occaſion and cauſe ol the diff reace. Who ut conjun- 
hath broken down the middle wall of partition get qua- 
between us, having abcliſhed the enmity , even 63 eas 


t | agg , ſed ut con» 
the Law of Commanaments contained in Ordi- deret, hoc 


; eſt, CTearce 
adenuo, E&> regenerarct utrumgue populum inter ſe conjungendumd 


Ralloc, ibidem, 
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o Coremcs nances , verſe the fourteenth and fifteenth, 
mashais This Law of Commandments were thoſe Rites 
Tate and Ceremonies, unto which the Jews were 
papwona is bour.d by the Lord under the O/d Teftamen : 
teros, bis (0) Theſe were a Wall of partition berwixt the 
eritunus Jews and the Gextiles, whereby they were /c- 
friis, & parar:d and diſtinguiſhed one from another, 
wn.ce” And they werethe Enmity,that is the grownd if 
ound per 18 Eumity, that was betwixt them, tor which 
h.zs Deus they were ſet one againſt another, (p)) the 
diſcrevit Few deſpiling cheGentile,and the Gentile hating 
{cum p0- the Few, upon the account of them. Thele 
pum 2 Tefus Chriſt aboliſhed, and rock away, thereby 


mmmtbus a. . 
; co z-1:rethe differing parties ,- and make peace 


[1:5 49186 ; 

bus,Rolio. berwixt them. 

in loc, By way of Proportion hereunto, the Parts 
p Grot. 1 of the Peace betwixt God and ns, likewiſe two. 
ICs E - : _ * 58 E ] 
q R:conie (1.) One Potitive , Recorcailiattzn, That be 


[are nibit 1oht reconcite both unto God in oxe Boay, verle 
wind el, the hixteenth, thatis, that he might make ap 
1157 mt. the breach, uiſtance, and eftrangement , which 
OO j=- fn had made, and brinz us into that ſtate of 
_ m—_ a mity and friend. 5p, which we once en yea; 
405-111 for thatis the notion of Reconciliation, as1s 0b- 
{rior terved (q ) by alrarnd man. Where the phra'c 
27 free Of riconcitins us in one boay is obſervable, 
wad '” intimating (layes (7) one) That Chriſt in re- 
Sorters conciling ws to God himſelf, carried it ſo, and 
ain red ro» 414 ut under ſuch a conſideration and reFþttt,- 4s 
7c, Dav.in Kfceſ] arily drew on,and involved ogur reconcilia:t- 
Col p.to1. oy ove with another. (2.)Theother is Privative, 
DM and that is, Slaying the Emmity , removing 
pag, 2, +, {bar which was the cauſe and occaſion of the 

" br:ach and diff.;rence,berwixtEod and us,which 
was 
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was only fn, which our Savionr tcok 1ipon hint- 
ſelf, and thereby took, away. 

Now, the Means of accompliſhirg both: 
theſe is one, and the ſame, though aivcy ſly 
expreſſed. In his fifp, verie the fitteenth, by 
the Croſſe , verſe the ſixteenth , by hrs blood, 
verſe the thirteer;th ; which comes all to ore, 
for this peace, both with Goa and owe avotner, 
was wrought by the bord which he fed, on d 
the dearh which he ſx:fferea on the Creſſe. 
By all which you fee that Chrills 37 in his 
ſuffering was upon the recorciling of manto 
man , as well as ot manto God. Now ( that 
] may bring this home to my preſent purpoſe ) 
15 there any thing , char cen be ge/ired, more 
effe nal to unite the hearrs of Chriſtiars toge- 
ther in love, than che conficeration cf the 
Frice, which our Lord Jeſus laid down fur the 
purchaſe of it? How can you ( Chriſtians ) 
expect the fruir.of Chrilts death 1n Reconciles 
atien to God, if you mind not tne orcher fruit 
of Reconciliation to his peorle ? How un- 
worthy a thing were ir for you, to vphoid that 
enmity ore againſt ancther , witch Chriit 
came t0 pxt away, and to put away that prace 
and /ove which he came to parrchaſe ? Did ir 
cof: him ſo much, even his Blood, his Life, to 
ſuppreſſe the one, and advance the other . and 
would ic not be a ſhame fur Chriſtians, by their 
indulged exmitics and animoſitics againſt one 
another, tg make (as much as in them lyes) 
the Croſſe of Chriſt cf none effeft, and his blood 
tobe ford in vain? Conſider this, and that 
Jeſus Chriſt may not /coſe this fruit of his grear 


coſt 
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coſt for your good, ſee that yove love oxe an. 
they. I bave yet one conſideration more to 
propound to you, which ſhould be of no {mal 
weight, with ſuch as profeſle themſelyes Chri- 
tans, and it iS this, 


——_— _ — 


Set. 5. 
Thefourth {4-} Onſider, That one main end of his :4- 
Morive ſtitnting the great Ordinance of the 


from his Syppey was for the wpholding and confirming of 
uy. mutual Love among Chriſtians. (Cſ) T his 
\Reyr Mes Sacrament 1 as vt were,the ſinew of the Chu: ch, 
4:r, on the whereby, the faithfull, bring all animated by the 
Sacr. cap. ſame Spirit, that makes them one with Chriſt, 
14-P- 103> axe knit together in a bond of peace, (t) Asit 
n IP) was appointed to b- a ſeal of the Covenant of 
Peaces Grace, betwecn God and us, ratified thereby : 
mak-r, ſo alſ9 to be a Communion ,. the higheſt out- 
Pp. 41. ward plrage , andratification, and teſtimony of 
love and amity, among the members of Chriſt 
themſelves. That it 15 fo, is cicar enough, 

C1.) From that of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10.19. 

For we being many, are out bread, and oxe bod), 

for we are all partakerrs of that one bread, The 

very Elements (ignitie Union, One bread, ond 

Oar cup mport «ue Body. Though naturally 

their parts were ſeparated in ſeverall grains, and 

grap's, yet are they by the art of man moulded 

ropether, and maar up into one artificial boay, 
ceompuſting of divers homogenious parts :; 19 

' #; hriſtiansy naturally As arſnoynted in their aff e- 

(toms 4s thrir beings, are, by the powerfull 
operation 
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operation of C briſts Spirit, unitcd into one ſpiri. 
tual boay, a Symbole, ana confirmation where. 
if, they have in this Sacrament, for by partaking 
if this ene bread , they are evidenced tote One 
Bread, as the Sign, and One Boay, as the thing 
;enified. Andtherefore the ſame Apeftle tells 
them inthe 11. Chapter, verle 18, 20. that 
becauſe of their givijoxs and difſentions , 
though they did come rogether , 3t was not t» 
as the Lords Snapper, their very aiviſions crof- 
ing the ez1d of its inſt#t ation. 

(2.) This appears likewiſe from tte very 
of cating and drinking , As at a Common 
eaſt. (a) Iris generally krown , that among 
| Nations, Jews and Gentilts, their feaſting 
gocther hath been for a ſign of unity, conjunttion 
{ minds, and friendly focicty. Hence it 15 that 
ll our Compantes and Fraternities in Cities 
ave their Guild: bal/s, where they meet, and 


Je\tkewile ai cericin times, tor the w asz+ 
12 0! love and amicable correſpondeyce. 
-ciore this Sacrament Was Called by the 


CNS, 0 JHAGH, a cell: 6t103., gathering t 0* 
LO! a f[emblirs the tsithiull, namely in= 
2 that Unity, which Chriit by his Aferits 
wrcha'cd, by bis Prayer obtained, and by 
is $0118: wrought 11 them, 

(+.) This miles that Sacrament agreeable 
01's Type, the Fewiſs Paſſover, which was not 
nly a=eaſl of Km mbrance,but allo a Feaſt cf 
e272. it was Con.marded to be one whele 
amb, and eaten in one Family, and not to 
ave owe boxe of it broken, to lipnifie thatthere 
ould be all /x:ry,and no Sckrſmor Rupture, 
in 
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in the Charch, which is Chriſts Body. The 
bread alſo was to be eaten without Leave it * 
which might figniftie, how far they ſhould he 
removed from the ſwelling ofs paſſion, ar | 
ſowreneſs of malice , who did ear of the famy 
wnleavencd-bread. And the Apoſtle makes thi 
x Cena nye application of it to Chriſtians, in reference 088 ( 
ſtra de 19- this Supper, 1 Cor. 5. 7, 8. 
mine ratige - f 
nem (ui o (4+) The Kites in ule among the Primi ; 
flendit; Chriſtians, which were annexed to this Si , 
wocatur crament, do clear this. Their Holy Xi, p 
&yan», Romans 16. 16. which the Apoſtle St. Par, 
id quod calls the Kiſſe of Charity, 1 Peter 5. 13. Therfl,; 
dilettio pe- - 
wer Grecos 1-997 Frafts, Jude 12. which(as (x) Tertullinffp 
e#. Tert, obſerves) carried cheir Nat#rein their Nam;MWth 
Apol. cap. Called ſo to ſgnifie and ſtrengthen Love amonyil © 
29. Pp. 58 Chriſttans. Their colle&ions for the poor Ml}, 
See Jet- , Cur. 16.1, 2. Theſe were all in Teſtimmnl,, 
road of Love, and for the preſervation of C hari)! 
ects among C briſtians. | a 
y Non off (5. Cur Saviozr himſelf pur this out dffito 
peccatum Eoubr, tor 1unmediately before he ordained p, 
— this Sacrament, he gave his Diſciples an Ex, 
re fac - anzple of love in waſhing their feet , which willlan 
adverſim for their #»/traftivu, to teach them to lo, Men 
at, diſcore and conar/cond to one another, Fohy 13+15Mhz 
dia, Luth. You ſee by chis, that one exd of the Lords S:vM:r 
L oct com. yey was tor the advancement of love amontflay 
claſ. 2. Chriſtians, nor 5 Frere any fin more COontrar 
— to this Ordinance (as (y) Lather notes) that 
Ser. before diſſention, (27) Chriſtians therefore ſhould 11 
the Parl. member , that as oft as they come to the Lord: 
en1Cc0. rable, ſooft do they enter into new boxas of peact 


10. 17:P* 4nd toe themſelves with firmer knots of Love tri ; 
$,9&p.13+ geth; ly 
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gether, this bleſſed Communion being a ſacred 
Seal, not only of the n710n which we have with our 
Head by Faith, but alſo of our Conjunttion with 
nll the other members of the body by Love. And 
me therefore it is a lamentatle thing, tobehild how 


75 


Dolendum 


ul WY Holy Sacrament , Which was ordaiied b , 
8 Chriſt to be a bond , whereby we ſhould be hnit 
WH rogether in unity, is by Satans malice, ard the 
1: corruption of Mans arſpoſition, ſo trangely per- 
4 verted the contrary way , that it zs made the 
1. principall occaſion of that weefull diſtraction, 
1 which we [ce among Chriſtians at this day, and 
al the very full of endleſſe ſtrifes and contentions. 
41 Beloved ! thele things 08791 not fo fo be, 
"though /o they have been, and till are, and 
"0 Oh ! chat Chriſtians would at length /ay iro 
0. heart, that Chrilts end and de/ion, in this Ora 
01 nance, may be accompliſhed by their murual 
"love one to another, and diſappointed by their 

Wife rences and diſſentions. Now lay all thele 
 Wtogether, Chriſts Preaching and Prayer, and 
ned Paſſion, and appointing thi Ordinance tor tlie 
4" knitting of Chriſtians hearts together in lyve, 
"and judge you, whether they are not a ſuffici- 
ent eb{zg ation tO all thole,who profeſs his Name, 
have taſted of love from him, and bear any real 
love to him again, to ſie that they love one 
another with a pure heart fervently, 1 Per. 1.22. 
With the heart, ſiacerely, and unfeignealy, with- 
out complement, bypocriſie , or difh,mulation, 
With a prre beart ,, pure 1n it elf, being pari- 
ed by faith, As. 15. 9. purified in obeying 
tte truth through the Spirit, 1 Pet. 1. 21, pure 
in 775 love, loving not for carnal, but holy _ 

an 


quidineſt, 
q HW 10S 
Parc: uKe 
mcio dem 
Profiteco 
mur F nn 
geltum, [t. 
Cie Cue 
vcciſrone, 
MA nn Dias 
COP MU Lite 
fer 0s us 
nitatis Vita 
calm ef/e 
aecebat , 
In Vanas 
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The Tranſcendency of Chriſts I ove 
and ſeeking the ſo/-good of one another in the 
firſt place. Andall this fervently, the wordi 
«rvs, (4) which notes both the Tetention of 
love, that it be with all the might, and like. 
wiſe the Extention of love, that ic be Conſtant 
without ceſſation or interruption. Thus ſhoull 
Chriſtians /ove one another, and that for Chriſt 
ſake, who hath deſerved and doth expe& it x 
our hands, to whom we cannot better expreſ; ( 
our love at this diſtance, than by loving thoſe, WC 
who ſtandin 1o near 4 relation to him , and 4 
are placedin ſuch vicinity to us, that they may Y" 
be galled his Proxies, to receive the fraits of 
our love to himſelf y in bis a6b/ſexce , from us, 
And therefore, for a cloſe, give me leaveto 
renew my E-xhortation to you, and ro beſeech, 
yea conjure you , in the words of the Apoſ 
Paul to his Philippians, Chapter 2. 1, 2. [f 
there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt , i 
any comfort of love , if any fellowſhip of th" 
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies , fulfill y 
my jo), that you be like minaed, having WA 1G 

ſame love, bring of one accord , of one mind; 

You ſee it's /ove, and wunity,and wnanimity (the £ 
SubjeRt which I have in hand) which he 

exhorts unto, and Oh ! how elogaent andem- th 

phaticall, how ſtreng and cogent is he in thoſe 
arguments which he uſech tor the preſſing ot of 
it, I aw perſwaded (layes (6b) one) that there 

# ſcarce in all the Scripture to be found as th 

E xhortation, Wherein the duties required are ſt 

o# with more invincible obſecration , with mor: ® 

wrelting and conquering perſwaſion, than i ® 


SS — ww «.., <Q == 


' theſe words. For the uniting of the Pilippian: (8 


hiaris 
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he If brarts (layes (c) another) he »ſeth a kind of ctut Phi. 
lis Wl boly charm and inchantment, 1 believe, Per- "LP1ſium 
of Bl fwaſion it ſelf, comld not ſpeak more pirſwa- paeren 
(G 


prey , where there are 4s many weapons As ,y bauam 
words, able to work upon any heart not poſſeſt ſicro fa- 
with an iron finew. Letus take aſhort view ſcino uſ1:5 
of his Arguments. eſt? Iſt 
If there be any Conſolati;n in Chriſt ppg yn 
(d) Wheye 5 there Conſolation , bat in and by aol oa 
fe Chriſt, who is called the Conſolation of rael, potuiſſtt 
nd WM Lake, 2. 25. 4nd wherein ſtands this Cenſola- $402mew- 
aj tion by him, but in being our Peace-maker, 7*5%: 0k 
of (1aking prace and accord berwixt God and man, !, - 
betwixt a man and kimſelf, and betwixt Man que hk 
id Man? Here lyes the Spring of all your Com run ani« 


ort, and if you have drawn Waters of Conſola- Mus neſtvas 


', tion bence with joy, and Would draw more, vr wager 2 
l/ be like-minaed, having the ſame love, for how _ > 


i {Yc4n Jon expett Comforts from Chriſt , if you new More 
Ty" miniſter a, comforts anto ene anotniy *? toh1/ cal one 
I If any Comfort of Love | If you have ever #4 de pace 
he found ſweetneſs in the love of God, in the love Procurande 
i, of Chriſt, in Brothberly love, If you ever receiv- my : mY 
he (#4 comfort by my love to yoth, 1if you deſire to re- Pag, 2.9, 
he (Y'mrn any comfort back, by your love to me, ſheip d Keynoids 
1. be pow:r of that love , which is to unite the 49! ſud 
le mind, hearts, ſouls, juagments, and a freftion's P. 27, &Cg 
of W'f Brethren one unto another , through wart | 

re (hereof, you will deprive your ſulves of one«sf rY _ 
an Wthe ſweeteſt comorts of Chriſtianity. f Joh.16.8 
fa If any fellowſhip of the Spirit | If you know, g 2 Theſ, 
rt and have experi uced what it ts to hav (Ce) Com- 2+ 13, 
in WW m1nion with the Spirit in by (1) Convincing, of roma 
(a) Saxfifying, (lb) Wa (i) Leading, __ 


is Stres 9:4- 
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k Row. 8. (k) Strenptbening, (1) Comforting , and Wy 


26, Confirming influences, as 4 Spirit of (n ) Wi. 
 Jobn 14. {om and Revelation, as 4 Spirit of (0) Gratt 
— and Holineſs, as a Spirit of (p) Comnſell aul 
Fry Knowledge, as a Spirit of (q) Truth, a 
» Ephel. 1, Sparit of (r) Might and Paper, as the(1) Com 
17,19. f,xrer, as a (t) Witneſſe, and (nu) Seal, aw 
COny (x) Earneſt. If you have ever found the beneft 
wo, of Communion f Saints , and knoWv what iti 
PIfa.1t.2. f0 have fellowſhip with them un the ſame Rela. 
q John16. tions, Principles, Ends, Intereſts, Gifts, Gracy, 
y 3: __ Ordinances, Providences, Priviledpes, Hopes, if 
% » Tin Phich (y) the Spirit of Chriſt is both the Fin. 
1.7. Culum, and Vehiculum, knitting and uniting 
{John 14, the whole Body of Saints to their Head, ani 
16, the Members one ts another , furniſhing ever) 
; — 8. Mcomber with ſupplies , and infiuencing \vith 

life and power , for communicating of theſ, 
1.13, Jſupplics for the good of one another , and of th 
x verſe14. wycle. If the(c things are ſo, and you har 
J1Cor.12 ayy ſenſe and experience of them , it will ov 
4 THER0ENg FOur great Concernment Io love one another, 


Evhel, a, becauſe, as there is nothing doth more furti! 
3243526, and ſtrengthen your fellowſhip with the Spit 
15,16. aqn4ty the Spirit with one another , than Lov 
Col.2.19. Joth fo there is nothing goth (7) more Wea: 


E pheſ. 4+ : th We 
A np ken and obſtruct buth, than aiviſiins and aiſjew 


Mart.1z, #10AHs. 

TH If any Bowels, and Mercies | In Cri 
towards you ; if bis tender hear: have been wiat 
open to refreſh you. Tn you towards me ; 1f yu 
have any ſympathie with a ſuffering Apoſtit,, 
with a Father in bouds. In me towards you; 
of you have ever found in me the compaſſions 

q 
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4 Father. In you towards your Brethreny 
ou will not be like Judas , 4 Diſciple with- 
ut Bowels, whoſe Bowtls guſhed ont, a Bro 
ber withour Natural affettigns , ſhew this 

ker-beartedneſſe in being like-minded 0:2 10 
mother, having the ſame love. The Bowcls are 
apped round as it were within ore another, 
md ſo ſbould the hearts and affiftions of be- 
levers be. 

Falfill ye my joy | Affliftions I have enow?' 

ady, you need not by your diſſentioas 4 
wre, A Priſoner 3 bonds, expebiing the [« :3- 
ence of Death , the [wora of Perſecution C158 
heſe things trouble me not, I cane; ice 11 
Dungeons ,ty Bonas, iy Deaths sf tt go wr'l, 1419 
be Church of Chriſt, I prefer Jerul+'cin cove 
tbersy, and life, ond my cliff} joyes. 75s 
pnld cumpulate und complear my « fiit{15;:5 
bis world be heavier than my Chain, (ar 
ban my priſon, ſharyer than my ſwore , 
ore than 4 Nero mnto me, if you my Chil- 
ren ſhinld wound my ſoul with your difſextions. 
od bath uſed me 45 4 means of m2:C1 j1y to Joy 

n uſing me as an lvſtrumecnt to adminiſter the 
onſolations of Chriſt, the Comforts of Love, 

he Fellowſhip of the Sp rit, the Dowels of Chr. 
Mnity,unto yow And God hath u{cd you as 4 

mans of much joy tome. Tour tellowſhip 1 rhe 
ofpel, my 799, Chapter 1. 4,5: Torr fait in 

briſt, your readineſs to ſuffer for his Nome, 

y joy. Tour care of me, and ſnnpinins my 

wants ouce , and azain , my jy, Chapter 4. 
10,16. Theſe things are the beginnings of joy. 
Monld ye Cormrleat it ? would you muke m7 ſoul 
N 2 run 


= 2 ISS 
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run over with comfort * Would ye Crown w 
with Glory and foy ? O then, mind the [ay 
things, have the ſame love , and then I hay 
all, I abound, and am full. T heve ts no greay 
joy to & Miniſter of the Goſpell, thaw to heay thy 
hus Children walk in the Truth, John, 
You ſee how the Apoſtle fills his mouth wit 
arguments, that the hearts of theſe Philippiay 
might be filed wich love one towards another, 
And I ſhail reſame all that hath been ſaid iny 
an heap of Arguments, for the re-inforcing (f 
this duty. There 1s Conſolation in Chriſt, thy 
is Comfort of Love , there us a Fellowſhip of th 
Spirit, there are Bowels and Mercies , ther: i; 
the joy of many faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel 
to be fulfilled, there is a great Ordinance in in 
main cn of ut to be cbſerved, there 1the Purchu| 
of Chri{ts Plcod to be obtasncd, there is bus Pray 
er to be ariſwerca, ana ſealea, there is bis Fx. 
ample 10 be imitated , there is his Love to} 
returned , thire is his Cemmanament t0 be » 
bryed , there is our Diſcipleſhip 10 be manifeſtt 
in the truth and power of it ,, aud therefore uti 
b::t equal and reaſonable, nay [imply neceſſar 
tor all thre, who bear the Name of Chriſtsas, 
to love one anethir, and 1 beſeech you, ds it, 
$<a, abound ana increaſe more and more; Anu 
the Lora, who us the God of Love and peact, 
2 Cor. 13. 11. make you to mereaſe and abou 
in love one towards another, and towards all mes 
To the end he may ſtabliſh your hearts unblams 
able in belineſs before Ged, even onr Father, t 
the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt with all 
Saints, 1 Thel. 3.12, 13, which though we 


_ 
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/ of here upon earth, yet this is ſome relief, 


5 d comfort , that it ſhall be fully and comr 

an ratly ebtained in heaven, where all darkneſs 

wy | || be removed from the winas of Gods 

ry ople, and all corr«ptzon from their hearts, a Si nos 
ie canſe of preſent ſtrifes and cout: n'tons, and amplius in 

3-4 othing but /ove and concord (hai! [way and hs terns 

with er rule for ever, where Luther and Z vine pak pow 

ne line , and all Ne mos , [hall te mon £0 ve- 

| ade friends, and « Woabs well together, as (a) memus bt 

= Jr 10 15 wrote ina Letter to Chytrens, a lictle Luthero 

gd fore his death ; where not only the wound 5 Zun” 

thy f contention is cred, but the ſcarr, which 1s ne 

th ere ofc left upon the place, is notto be ſeen wich 


ere, to diſfiourethe beauty of its ret, and Adam, in 
ſpe zace; the conſideration whereof hath made vitd Iryn, 
b) lome prors, precious fouls weary of earch, page $79- 
d willizg to be difſulved, wiſhing and deſiring "ab. pgs 
"1Rle Wings of a Dove, (with the Prophet David, hen hands 
lalm. 55. 6. ) that tbey might flee away and be migraturit 
treft, in chat place, where there 3s a Reſt ye- eſſe ad Eco 


Ye þ aining for the people of God, as from «ll MY" ie 
0W.ther evils, fo trom this of 462/155 and diſ- oiled 
n "Wertions, among Brethren, Heb. 4.9 Deus pero 
1 And thus much ſhall i:ffice co have been brabiter, 
©" poken concerning the firſt Afi, Love ey Melandts 
fi be Lird4 fefis , on whom I have given che 47 Ps 


longer Attendance, and ſerved with the more Spers we 
brevi in 
Eccleſiam Culeſtem migraturum eſſe procut 1emotan . ab illis fus 
mens, que nunc Eccieſram borribiliter wry. it, lem. pag. 514. 
me crpo ex bac vita migrare propter duas c:ulas: (1) tt frnar de- 
derato couſpettu Filiz Det , & Culeſiis Eccleſia ; (2) Wt liberer 
d immanibas, & implacabilivus odizs Theologorum, Melch, Ad, 
In Vit, Strigel, p. 427. | 
| N 3 ſolemnity, 
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(olemzrity, becauſe of her Royalty, as uy 
ltegcit 1nthe ſoul; As forthe relt, which xr, 
er Tram of Handmaias , waiting on her, 
1 (hl! a7/pi:chthem with the more eaſe and 
brevity, yet can I not wholly omic then, 
foraimuch as Love her elf is not complex 
withou: them. Briefly thus, 


3 


Brent M0: BORA 
CHAP. IX. 


WO SL (2 | Sho E T yonr Love to the Lord Jely 
p « C ; Y Mm 

muon? of 2 towaras him by Deſire 5 and re 
fir on hips be D:l:sbt, which (a) it 18 proper 


Pt LOOT {oC S315 8 VE ro &. Know him ſo, as {0 p 
0071 jyye him, and love him ſo, as to defire hin, 

oo, and Celiobtin him. l 

Chrift | : t 

Fov, a Amr Carrit por defrderium , quieſcit per gandinm, f 

mp mam———_——__ 
Sect. I, 

| 


i A1.)F ET vourLoveto Chriſt yan towara 
——_— 11 in dc fivesy earneſt, hungring , and 
T1cd with m fling, r, Gcfires after U ETVL and Commu uni 
D-fire. with him. The ridings whi ch you have of him 
b 1/mtake ;- his we: rd, as the Deſire of all Nations , (b) 
yg H2goai 2. 7. becauſe of his defirableneſs 
p. 46, himſelf, ad iv compariſon of other —_ 
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ant. 5. 10. 36. Proverbs 3, 15. ecaxſe of the 


c Drſidera- 


Fw c) abſolute need which all have of him, without ;,,, &...cc- 
: o th 4 Can netthey live comfortably , nor peach Veg 
h ppity, As being without Grad, Wy withogt d:citur R 
 Wope, /o far as they are without Chrit, Epheſ, quozia om 
Plex. 12. 49d becauſe of has ae fire towards them, or Le "res 
TGINS5 Alte 


0 do them good, and communicate of kis fulneſs ,... 
( them , Prov, 8. 31. Cant. 7.10. this ſhould proquah Df 
nder him deſirable unto you, w] atever he ptione mul- 
$ in the 2howgbts and iffeems of the blind, wy. 17 Mi 
eleving world , Iſaiab 53. 2. and ſhould 399% & 
nake him act yaity aefired by yu, even by All OY 
ff you , thac you may taff and ſee how 060d A 
yd BYAaruwns, how loving and lovely he Ie, nal 1h. 
li Plalm. 34. 8. And every taſt which any of 2*# id. 
. OU!, who know, and love, and believe in bim, Larger 
pave bad of his preernſs and frlneſs, ſhould ge 
peiſer you on Longing for more, rot with loc. © 
0 Wp4in, as at firſt, but with pleaſrre, Know 4 dvr cft 
"Chriſt cherefore ſo as to love him ang 29/45 «- 
love him ſo as to (4) long after him : long _ 
to kxow him more, long to love him more , Ph. apc 
long to exjoy him more on earth, till vour wore ſine 
y your #7070 {tre 
. knowledge, love,and longing, ſhall be perfeFtly (ur avimus 
ſatisfied In heave. (e) Indeed a Chriſtians -» in Dem, 
petzte is ſtayed with what he hath from Chri} __—_ 
for a Viaticum in his preſent dilerimaoe — 
£ Je, eterne 


, = # 1s not fully ſatss fied , till he come home to qureris, 
| is own Country and Fathers Flox/e, in which Aug.de 
| 


——} 


0 


reſpe& our preſent life is but a life of deſires ©'V+ Dei. 
Incompariſon, and the lie to come molt pro- [19.1T, Ca, 
perly the /ife of enjyyments. Whiles the men — 
lb,2,cap.11,p 201202, e $[i:tur appctit us i3 viiyCati —_ 

| , e S:[i:tur appe; 3 Vidzſatiatur in patrif, 


N 4 of 


reg 


e Arrow- 
ſmith: Ar- 
mil. Ca- 

tech. Aph. 
1.Exerc.4 


Page 59. 


The Tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 
of the world make choyce of many thing 
to be the objeFs of their deſires, do you 
pitch upon Chriſt, who aloxe is ſufficient ty 
ſatishe your defires, which all other thingsne. 
ver can, When you hear many ſay , Wh 
will ſhew is any good , and place that good in 
ſome ourward tving ? do you with David (yy, 
Leard ' [i't thax up the light of thy Countenant 
#pou me, Vialm. 4.6. Whom have I in his 
"vez but thee ! and there 1s none on earth that | 
ae jive beſides thee, Plalm. 73. 25. (f) Lt 
Diotrephes ſay, 1tis good for me 10 haveth 
prehemincnce, Judas, It is good for me to bear th 
Bag : Demas, 1: is good for me to embrace thi 
preſent world; But do you conclude with David, 
Plalm. 73+ 38. 1t 45 good for me to draW my 
to God. Andin drawirg nigh to him, let your 
ſouls follow hard after him, Plalm. 63. 8. Pani 
ing after kim , as the Hari panteth after th 
W ater brooks , Plalm. 42.1. Thirfting, ani 
longing for him as the ary and thirſty land fu 
watir, Plalm. 63. 1. Thus pant and thirſ, 
and long for his mavifeſting himſelf to you in 
meaiat? communion in graces, Let him ki} 
xe with the kiſſes of his month, Cant. 1.2. Ste 
me with Flagons, comfort me with apples, fu 
Tam (chk of Love, Cant. 2.5. Let my beloved 
come wmto his Garacn,and eat his pleaſant fruit, 
Cant. 4. 16. Make haſt, my beloved, and be 
thou like 4 Roe or a young Hart upon the moun- 
tains of ſpices, Cant. $8.14. And (2.) for his 
coming totake you up into immediate comme 
2103 with himſelf in Glory. O ! when ſhall 
come,and appear befrve God in Glory ) Plal. 42. 
| | W 
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When wilt thou ſhew me the path of life , that T 
may come into thy preſence , where is ſulneſs of 
joy, aud pleaſures for evermore, Pſalm. 16, 11. 
Mn ſhall T behold thy face in righteouſneſs, ſo 


4: to be ſatisfied with thy likeneſs, Pſalm. 17.15. 
I deſire to be diſſolved, and to be wth C brift, 


Phil. x. 23. Even ſo come Lord Peſus, come 


quickly, Revel.22. 20. I conclude this in the 


words of that Devort Soul—— 
Come, Lord,my head doth burn, my heart is ſick , Herberts 


While thou doſt ever, ever ſtay : Poems 
Thy long deferriugs wound me tothe quick , Home.p» 
My Spirit gaſpeth night and day. 99* 


O ſhew thy ſelf to me, 
Or take me up ts thee ! 


——_— 


— 


Sect. 2. 


(2.)F ET -your Love to Chriſt ref on hin with De 
by Delsght. It you love him whom light. 

Jon have not ſeen, then, though now you ſee 14m 
net , yet believing, rejoyce with j«y unſpeakable, 
and full of Glory, 1 Peter 1.8. If Chriſt bath 
broyght Jou into his Chambers, remember his 
love more than wine, ſoas tobe lad, and re- 
Joyce in him, Cant. 1.4. If he hath brought 
Jow into his baxqueting houſe, and his banner 
ever you bath been love, fit down mnder his 
ſhadow with great delight, and les his fruit 
be ſweet to your taſt, Cant. 2. 3. 4. ſay with 
David , Plalm 116. 7, Return 10 thy Reſf 
O my ſoul, for the Lord hath dealt boun- 
tifully with me, Icall for no more at your 

| hands 
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hands in this, than the Apoſtle doth of his bs 
loved Philippians, and in them of all Chriſt. 
ans , Phil. 4. 4. Rejcyce in the Lord alway, 
and again I ſay rejoyce;, in which words you 
ſee both, Who zt is, that is to be the Obje# of 
a Chriſtians joy , not himſelf, nor the worll, 
nor the creatzre, but the Lord, the Lord Feſu 
Chriſt,” and alſo How he 35 ts regosce 3u him, vi. 
Greatly and Abwndantly , Rejoyce ;, and again 
reqoyce; and continnally , rejoyce-in the Lord 
ad : At all crimes, in all conditions , unto the 
exd. Nor is all this required without ſufficient 
reaſon, for as Good is the objeft of Foy , 1 
Jeſus Chriſt is ſuch 4 good , as renders him 1 
molt adequate ebjett of the joy and delight of 

g Scetheſc all his people (g). (1.) He 18 a Good ever preſent 
particu- with them, Lo,l am with you alway,Mat. 28.20. 
= mr 1 Will not leave you comfortleſſe , I will comet 
ully ope= | 
nedin D, Y9#» Jolin 14:18. Heis bodily abſent , but fp 
Reynolds ritmally preſent, in bis Ordinaxces, and by his 
Sermon ot: Fpirit he is ever among them, to walk in them, 
hy 4: 4+ as int his Homuſe and Temple, 2 Cor. 6. 16. Rev, 
P: B,9g8ce 2.1 t0 manifeſt himſelf to them, to ſup with 
them,and make his abode with them as his friends 

and favorites, John 14.21,23.Rev.3.20 (2. )He Þ 

is a molt Precious Good ;, not an ordixary come 

99 Good, which ita man want he may com 

pexſate with ſome other thing , but a Treaſwr: 

and Pearl of higheſt price , in whom are «#- 
ſearchable riches, Ephel. 3. 8. Hidden T rea- 

ſures, Col. 2. 3. Incompariſon of whom all 0- 

ther things are but loſſe and dung, Phil. 3. 7,5 

molt p rectons 5n the eyes of his people, 1 Pet. 2.7. 
precious in his own 1mmediate excellencies, The 

chiefeſt 
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chiefeſt of ten thouſand, Cant. 5. 10. frecions in 
the reþefts be bearsto us; in the ſweet and in« 
timate relations of an Hysbarnd, Head, Saviour, 
Brother, &C, precious in the great things he 
hath done for ns, in the rich ſ#pplies of grace 
and peace he doth be{low upon us , in the 
high 4zgnity whereunto he advanceth us, &c. 
(3.) He 1s a full and ſufficient Gord for his 
people. There isin Chrilt tomething propory- 
tionable to all their wants. He-is Bread, 
Wine, Milk , Living- water to feed them, Iaiah 
55-1. Jobn6 5. cap. 7.37. Heis a Garment 
of righteouſneſs, to cover and adorn them, aiah 
61.10. Rom. 13.14. a Pyſician to beal them, 
Mart. 9. 12. A Counſellor to adviſe them, \aiah 
9.6. A Captain to defexd thrm, Heb. 2. 10. 
A Prince to Rule, a Prophet ro Teach, a Pricſt to 
make Atonement for them. A Husband to t ro- 
teft, a Father to Proviae, a Feandation to Sup- 
port, a Root to Dricker, an Head to Guide, a 
T reaſure te Enrich, a Sunto Enlighten,a Fonne 
tain to Cleanſe, Ats$. 21. AQs 3, 22, Heb. 
10, 11,12. 21. Iaiah 54.5. tfaiah 9. 6. Heb. 
2.11. 1Cor. 3. 11. Revel. 22. 16. Mal. 4.2. 
Zech. 13.1. As the one Ocean hath mere 1Wa- 
ters than all the Rivers tn the World,and one Sun 
more Light than all the Luminaries in heaven : 


ſo one Chrift is mcre All to a poor ſoul, than if 


it bad the All of the whole Werld a thouſand 
times over. (4.) He is a moſt pare Good, with- 
out any mixtare of droſſe, or bitterneſſe,to abate 
or ccrryupt the excellency of it. A Lamb with- 
ent fpet, and blemiſh, 1 Pet. 1.19. He did no 
fn, neither was gnile found in bis mouth, 
| | 1 Per. 
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1 Pet. 2.22. Holy, harmleſſe, undefiled, Heb, 

. 26, Never any believer fornd any thing in 
"ria for the which co repent of making choye, 
of him. Even the ſevereſt things of Chriſt ar: 
matitcrs of joy unto his ſervants. If he make 
them ſorrowfull, their ſorroW 15 turned into joy, 
John 16. 20. his very Toke #5 eafie, and Bur- 
aen light, Mat. 11. 30. his Commanaments nyt 
grievors, 1 ſohn 5.3. nay his very Ereſs, and 
affliflions, matter of choice, of joy, of gloriation, 
of triumph, Heb. 11, 25, 29. Ads 5. 41. Rom. 
5. 3. Rom. 8. 37. andif his ſ#fferings are ſy 
{weet, oh then, how glorioas are his Conſola- 
tions ? (5) Hets the rareſt Good in the world, 
his whole Name is Wonderfull, Tlaiah g.6_ his 
whole diſpenſation myſterious, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 
The invi/zble God manifeSted, a Son born of a 
Virgin, the Law-giver made under the Lay, 
the Lerd of Glory, who thought it no robbery to 
be equall with God, humbled, emptied , in the 
form of a ſervvnt, reckoned among tranſgreſſors, 
without form or comlineſs , rejeFed, aeFþiſea, 
put to ſhame, 4 man of ſorrows, a dead man þ 
rAiſid by his own power , and advanced to the Þþ 
T hrone of God: theſe, and all the particalars 
ot Chrilt God-max , mncarxate, and crucified, Þ 
zre things ſo profound, and wnſearchable, that 
the very Angels deſire to look, into them with 
wond.r and aſtoniſhment, 1 Pet. 1, 12, (6.)He 
18 avarious Good, full of exquiſite, and copious 
variety; Wiſdom, Rig hteonſneſſe, Sanflificati- 
cx, and Redemption, 1 Cor. 1.30, It hath 
pleaſed the Father, that in him all fulneſs full 


awell, Ephel. 3. 10. He veceived the Spirt 
without 


Y the Son of God. 
! ing him, and caſting kim out of the poſſe ſſicn, 
which he had parchaſs. 
| and durable Good; Death hath ns mere dominie 
| onover him, Rom. 6. 9. He ever lives to take 
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without meaſnre,Jobn 3.34.that there might be 
enough in him to anſwer all the deſieres and 
delights of his people. Wiſdom to Teach, Righte- 
ouſneſs to Fuftifie, Grace to Renew Power to De- 
ſend, Peace to Comfort, Life to Qwicken,Glory to 
Save them , Seven eyes upon one ftone, Zech. 3.9. 
(7.) He isa moſt prevailing and viftorious Good, 
fronger than the ſtrong-man , Luke 11. 22, 
caſting out and judging the Prince of the World, 
John 12, 31. chapter 16, 11. abeliſhing death, 
2 Timoth. 1. 10. taking away fin , diſtroying 
the works of the Devil,1 John 3. 5.8. and cver- 
roming the world, and the luſt thereof, John 16, 
3. treading all his C hurches enemies 1:nder his 
and their feet, 1 Cor. 15.25. trixzmphing openly 
ever them in his Croſſe, before God and Angels, 
Colof. 2. 15. aſcending up on high, and lead- 
ing Captivity Captive, Ephel. 4.8. By a way 
of wiſqaom catching Satan by the book of his Di- 
vine power, hidden unatr the infirmity of his 
humane nature. By a way of fudgment Con- 
aemuing him for ſhedding the innocent blood of 
By a way of pewer , Vanquiſh- 


(8.) He is a perpernall 


interceſſion; Heb. 7.25. There #5 an Cath, an 
Amen upon the perpetuity cf the life and Prieft- 


| heed of Chriſt, Plalm 110. 4. Behold, I am 
| alive for carrmore, Revel. 1.18. And he lives 
| for ever not only in his Perſon , but to be for 


evcy the life, portion , and bleſſeaxeſs of his 
people, beganſe ke lives, they ſhall live alſo, 
Joba 
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John 14. 19. (9.) He is the proper good « 
hes own people :; He hath not onely giz, 
himſelf anto God for them, as their $;. 
crifice, bat be hath give» himſelf likewiſe 
unto them , as their rortion. He 5 they; 
aud they his, Cant. 6. 3. They his, by x 
deare Purchaſe , and he thrirs by a ſwer 
Communion. They are ſaid to have hin, 
1 John 5. 12. as a man hath his mf 
peculiar poſſeſſion ,, his Name is, The Lo 
ow Righteowſneſſe , Jercmiah 23. 6. he i; 
more oxrs, than we are xr own, and we 
have 5»finitely more in him, than s oy 
ſelves; aefettive in our ſelves, compleat in 
him .,, weak tm our ſelves, ſtrong in him; 
deud tn our ſelves, alive in him; miſerabl: 
in our ſelves, bleſſed in him; mutable is 
oxr ſelu:s, eſtabliſhed in him. Now putal 
this cogetier, Chrilt being a preſent , pre- 
cious, ſufficient, pure, rare, Various, Vir 
Etorious , perpitnall, proper Good to his 
people, he is lo tir an Objef for their 
7oy and delight, that it were a wondrous 
abſurdity for any Soul , who knows him, 
and hath raffed of his love, and makes pre 
eſſion of his Name, to be drowned in len- 
ſuall and worldly delights, or to fet up his 
Reit in any things ſhort of Chriſt, 
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ty 20) het Trufs and Fear be Atteudants With truſt 
upon the Deſires and Delights of and fear, 
your Love. 
(1.) Truſt in him. If you believe in God, be- 
of Wh (eve alſo is Chriſt, John 14. 1. You muſt 
14 | bake bim in your way to the Father, if you 
would traſt in kim aright, 1 Peter 1.21. John 
14. 6. and he himſelf is an Object hit for your 


J reſt, who i over all, God bleſſed for ever, 
: {Romans 9.5. (1.) Trxſt therefore in him 
| {atore; whiles ſome truſt in rhemſelves, lean- 


ing to their own underſtandings, Proverbs 3. 5. 
ruſting in their own righteouſneſs, Ezek. 33.13. 
others in their Taols, Plalm 115.8. others in 
their riches, Plalm 52. 7. others in Chariots, 
and Horſes, Plalm 20. 7. others in Man, ma- 
king fleſh their Arm, Jeremiah 17. 5. let 7/rael, 
let the houſe of Aaron, let all that fear ths Lord 
truſ? in him alone, Plalm 115. 9, 16, 11. [tz 
f better tc truſt in th: Lord Jeſus, thai to put con- 
' I fidence ty: 299, thas ty PK; C0, free nce 41 Princes, 
WPlaint118.6, 0. in whom there is ns help , for 
| their breath portl; f{rrth, they returi; to their 

earth , in that wery day titiy thoughts persſh, 
| Plalm 146. 3,4. Bat kappy is he who hath the 

Gd of Jacob for his hily, whoſe hope 25 in the 
| Lord his God, verſe 5. Bleſſed are all they that 
8 put their truſt in him, Plaim 2,12. (2:) Traſt 
| in him at all times, Pſalm. 62. 8. in times of 


* [© Proſperity , ſo as not to be puffed up in pride, 
| a 
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and preſamption g In times of adverſity, ſq y 


not to ſink down in dejeftion and deſpondency, 


In times of pro/þerity, ſo as not to forget God, 
and /ift wp the heel againſt him; In times of 
adverſity, ſo as notto forſake God, and jy 
forth yorr hands to iniquity, (3.) Truſt in hin 


b Precipi- With all your heart, Proverbs 3. 5. (6b) Wi 
tur, ut noz your heart, ſincerely , without diſſimulatia, 
verbis, ſed pretending to truſt in him , when indeed You 
aumo, 0" truſt in ſomething elſe; and with all yup 
ag heart , entirely, without asviſion, not part 
difirafio- reſting on him , and partly leaning to your 
aem quan- ſelves,or the creatare, but give him the whol 
dam, ſed truſt of your whole heart. (4.) Truſt in hin 
rotunde & jy reference to all your Concernments,your ſouls 
Hue fit- boazes, lives, eftates, liberties, callings, dmtits, 
quod þic ©urdens, relations, &c. You may venture to 
toto corde do it, for He vs laid tn Sion for a Foundation, 
fatiendum and is a tried Stone, a precions Corner-(ione , 4 
dicitur, (yre Foandation, Waiah 28. 16. the Reck o 
Cart.in Ages, in whom there is everlaſting frengih, 


loc, ©, 
ry Iſatih 26 4. able to bear the weight of that 


tryff which is devolved on him; 7» who 


Whoſoewver believeth, ſhall not be confounded, 
1 Peter 2. 6. You need not fear mſcarring, 
when you are in the haxds of him, who hath 
thus loved you , with ſo gr:at , fo dear, and 
coſtly alove,and out of love hath undertaken for 
you, eſpecially conſidering how great his Trutb 
and Faithfulneſs is, to whatſoever he under- 
takes, being Trath it ſidf, John 14. 6. the 4- 
men, the Trae and faithful Witneſs, Revelatt 
ONS 3.14. a mMerriful and faithful High-pritf, 


Hebrews 2. 17. faithful to him that eppwiny 
0:0, 
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bim, Heb. 3.2. and faithful to thoſe for Whom 
he was appointed; verſe the ſixth. And like- 
wiſe , how great a ſfficiency of power and 
ability he hath, commen{zrate to his affe= 
fion ( being the Mighty God, Iaiah 9. 6. rhe 
Almighty, Revelations 1 S.) to accompiilh ail 
the deſigns of his love tor your 9994 and bap- 
pineſe, againlt all contragic2;on, and oppoſition 
whatſozver; Who allo x, and was, and 7s 79 
come, Revelattons 1. 8. ever/zving, to lecihe 
tull accompliſknent of all by his {zrerceſſſon, 
whereby he 15 able to ſave to the uttermeſt , all 
that come to God by him, Hebrews 7.25. Stay 
your felves theretore by firm zr7/# and dc rev 
d:nce upon him, for he will keep him in perf: of 
peace (in(1) p-ace, peace, aSitisin the Ori- ; Shalons 
pinall) whoſe mind 15 ſtayed HP 922 him , becar:ſe Sntom, 
ve truſteth 44 bim, ilaiah 26, 3, And they who Heb 
k0w hu Name \ will Peet their 190 5Þ in tim, 

for he hath ot ferſak: n thoſe that ſerk him, kN pcs 
Plaim 9. 10, tinet +4 ! oy 
(2.) Fear, leaſt from thoſe Remains of cor- P30) 


. Fl 0 o / ” F s # Z pA 
rupticn, which are within you, any thino Gif, OO 
, , . p 7 » F - } t;,-y 0 b'G 
wpentors , or i:ncomely, ould break {oth to," fr. 
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jou are thus beloved, File doth wot biluy'n to tr, qu fie 
thee, O Lord ( Jayes K)Cypriun) wir is be Toure 
, s ſ # wh” j 1 , cl: DI; 
in t9e number 0f Tine 3 W19 fo) ROS (OVeET fe. ws Cyp 

"* 60 1s 
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nr doth be love thee, who þ:: wirgly iff MS ( % ti. 
tree, Even this Lord of life, and love, is be p. aca. 
Jerved with fear, ana lis mole til owed, andloye 1 Struct, 
0g ones, are 197 je with tremeliys , Pialin Mazzi. 

2 11. (1) We muſt b:gin all onr fervice © S. 
mth (ear, rremI)ling at our own IR miles, Ga os 
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and muſt exd all again with fear , bluſhing a 
our own vertues and excellencies. That ſalva. 
tzon , which we hope and expe& from him, 
muſt be wrowy ht out with fear aud trembling, 
and that becaxyſe be is ſo gracious, as to work 
is ns bith to Will and to do, of his own god 
pleaſure, Phil, 2, 12, 13. The knowledge of 
our Redemptvon by the Blood of Chriſt, 
mad: an argument by the Apoſtle, for paſ- 
fing the time of our ſojourning here in fear, 
1 Peter 1. 17,18, 19. But here it may he 


ObjeRed. 
Sed. 4. 
Bject. 1. That its ſaid in Lake 1. 74. 
” Biſhop That the end of our Redemption 1s, 


Duwnhams that be 19 velruered out of the hands of C#t 
Covenanc eremies , we might (erve without fear ? 
of Grace, Anſw, In anſwer hereunto, and for the 


nll right underſlanding of this place , we mult d- 
belts "Ay ftingriitſh bear. 

Seclike-  (#) (1) In reipe& of the 0bje&, There 
wile Hte- 1s the fear of Ged, and the fear of our ene 
_— mies, God hath gdelivered us out of the 
OED binas of our enemies , that we ſhould ſerv: 
Goſpel. him without fear , not of himſelf, but of thoſe 
p.130., Cenemies, trom whom he hath redeemed us; 
Frvet in for as God hath redeemed us from the ſervice 
aq *. of our enemies , that we might ſerve him : 
Schary. ſo he hath freed us from the fear of them, 
Symphon, that we might fear hin only. Iſaiah 43. 1. 
p. 139, Fear net ( viz, thine enemics ) for 7 have 
redeemen 


mm a” ww woe tt © © ..o a tt %, we &@ m9 nn. ou. am O@£Ace as DD £20 . © _ 0 __ ca _ .  _].]. 


| A 


_— 2 = oD_ 


towards the Children of Men, 195 


redeemed thee, And this ſerving without fear 
of our enemies , may be taken either Ae- 
ronymically, without cauſe of fear , and then 
without fear is as much as without danger , 
as (n) Theophylatt takes it, which belongs n' agubes 
co all true believers, chough bur Incipients, (id lt ) 
whoſe ſalvation is ſure , though they are not yr nypetns 
alwayes ſure of ir. Or elſe jroperly, with. ating 
out fear it ſelf, and then, without fi ar, is as gph.in loc. 
much as ith confidence , aud uſſurance , as | 
(0) Bezs takes it, making it parallc{ with 0 EvTs 
Epheſ. 3.12. But, ſuppoſe chat fear be meant 7 wee 
here in reference toGed, then CEP 
(2.) Fear is to be diſtingaihed in reſpect 
of the S,bjef, the perſons fearing, and toir 
is either Servile, and Slawihh, the fear of 
Bond- ſlaves, which are under the Law, or 
Filial, and Son like, the fear of Sons, Who 
are not wunder the Law, but under Graces 
The forrmer is properly called Metxs, whoſe 
effect is Mermere ab alique, to be afraid of the 
objefF that 15 feared; The other is Timor , 
whoſe effect is to fear and reverence the ob- 
jet feared, The former is a fearful expefI4- 
tion of ſome ev«l from the party feared; The 
other an awfall reverence of che party feared, 
not to offend him by doing evii. So that 
the formal objet of the former is alum 
ene, 10 regard whereof chey *re afraid of 
God , of the other Malum clpe, inregard 
whereof they fear to offend God, and dii- 
pleale him. The former is rather Metas 
pene , than Timor Dei , forif there were no 
puniſhtvent , they that have but 1his fear , 
: Oz would 
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would zot frar to offend God , 
Odermt peccare malt formidine pane, 


The other out of /ove of God, and of goodxeſſe 
thovg' there were no puniſhment to be ſear- 
ed, feareth roroffend; 


Octerguut peccare bont Virtutis amive. 


The former arileth from 4 Spirit of Bongagrs, 

Romans 8. 15. called a Jpiris of Fear, 
p Aliud e4 2 Timothy 1.7. and 1s a jruzt and effect of 
time De. the Law , forcins and compelling tholie, who 
um, aliud are under it, to yield fome outward obeatenc: 
Nine pes tor fear of puniſhment. The other arileth 
jr nas from a Spit of Adopiyon, Rom. S. and 1s 1 
91 e, tm 1:11e of ite GoSpd , and of Faith, when 2 
lint timere man beiu.g pr/waded of Gods mercy and 999 
mdicen;fis neſs coward» hinin Chrilt, feareth to eff end 
[tus mt lo gract:s a God, and merciful a Father, ac 
EE coruing io tnatin Pſalmizo g, The former 
om ws WREreW 15 alune, 154 $3a'rll, the latter a God: 
diligir, Cir Ty tear, Heo, 12. 28. That a Heliſh, this a 
remit qeil.e Didy fear, (Cp) That 18a fear of God asrs 
cn, (mul Fridre, Yhists a fear of him as a Father : That 
ew 5 = [cars wo "ASA T ref doth the j nage, Ne Prnat, 
FIPELAEY [call 98 j ld prnsſh tim: Thisas a Son Gotl 
toy feral his Fauthe;, Ne acſerat, leaſt he ſould forſat? 
timo; dici- him : That 1s accompanied with the khatrcd 0: 
turglle aw AMalefattirs, Yui, quem mituunt , oderunt; 
rem ſal This 1s accompanied with the love of Chilaren, 
Ferus 1". ho reverence, vet love their Parents. That 


1 Joan, 4, 4 Ives 
=, * hach 7ermezc, 1 John 4, 18. This is a Tre 


ſure 
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lure, Iſaiah 33. 6. That driveth from God , 
[his makes a man cleave faſicry to hm. Tha il 
may reſtrasn the entward atts of (in, , but Tis 
repre ſeth the inward affettions ty ir, Now 
queſttonleſſe,\t 15 not tobe nnderſt,ca, that the 
Regeemed of the Lord thall ferve 1m wichour 
this {/;al fear, tor mn reterence thereunto, ve 
arerequired 10 ſerve the Lord with frar, Vialm 
2.11, nor can we ſerve him acc; tabl, with 
out it, Heb. 12. 28. This is one of the ch; 'efeſt 
things which God requires of man, Ecclel. 12.13. 
It 1s the very chef poent of IViſdem, tlalm 111. 
!0. Sothat when itis laid in this place, that 
the Reacemed of the Lord muſt ſer ve him with- 
ont fear, it mult needs be meant of that fear 
only which 1s laviſh, and of the r1ga and pre. 
aominacy of it,as itisin the wnregererate, with- 
0 'tany filial fear, not of the rexmainders of it, 
asit is mingled wii filial fear in Gods own 
Children in this life. Yor ſuch as- is our Re- 
demption (1 ſpeak ot it paſſively, as itis in vs) 
tuch is our freedom ſrom ſerwvile fear ; VIZ. #n- 


| choated, or begun in this life , and #cr-afing 


by degrees, bur not Compleat or p:7fet>, il the 
hiſe to come, _—_ is Called the way of our ful 
ſeaem pri ou, Ephel. 4. 3c. and bei ng not 


compleat he: " wearc not who!ly jreed by ic 


from this [ervile fear . Thevery 6-/, whiles 
they Carry about them the 99/7 of (in («5 they 
do, \\ 11 les eV Carr] Y about C en 715 6 L 9, J of 
fleſh ) «{hiles they h ave the reltques of corrupti- 
cs remaining in them , are not wholly free 
irom this fear of puniſhment, there 15 a mixture 
ct it with ther filial fear in their preſent 

3 {tate 
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figte of :mperfei50x, and it hath an snfluence ts 
the keeping of chem from ſin, and quickniy 
qHilderſh. of them co duty. (q) Deftruttion from thy 
on Plaim 7,4, was a terror 80 Job, «nd kept him from 
4g 357* preſſion, Job 31. 21,23. and Paul was cg. 
$99. {cionable in his Iimiſtry from the T error; of 
the Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 11. But this fear dat 
not wholly prevaile with the people of God, 
it hath not the ſole influence to keep then 
from ſin, and engage them to duty , there i 
faith and love mixt with their fear. Paul wy 
conſtrained by love, as well as awed by fear, 
2 Cor. 5.14 As their love to God 1s nota fel. 
low-likr familtarity, as is among equals, buti, 
( out of apprehenſion of his greatneſs, holineſs, 
axd juſtice ) tempered with fear , and ay awful 
aread of him : ſo neither is that ſear of God which 
5 1nthem ameer ſervile fear like that of the ſlavr, 
thathath nothing to move him to duty but the fear 
of the whip, butss ( out of an apprehenſion, ani 
aſſ urance of his goodneſs) mix'd with love, Hoſea 
3.5. You ſcethen, thatirisa meer ſlav/ 
fear from which the people of God are redeem- 
ed, ſoas that it ſhall not have the ſole preva. 
lency in their ſervice, though there will be 
Jome mixture of 1t with their /ove, and will 
have ſome prevalency in their ſervice, in their 
preſent imperſef eſtate. And this I take to be 
the true ſence of this place, 


towards the Children of 1{cn. 


Sed. .5. 


BjeR, 2. But it may be ſaid , where 
there is love, there is none of this fear, 
or there is no fear in love, but perfett love 
caſteth out fear, as the Apoſtle hath it, 
OS 1 John 4.18. 
e is Anſw. (1.) Its true, that in love there 8s x HiUlderſh, 
Wis WW no ſuch fear, nothing is more contrary to the 08 Pſaim 
ar, aature of love, than theſe fears are; bur in 51+ P-365* 
fel. WF the -perſon that hath rae love theſe fears 
4 FF may be. 
WW (2:) Ferfeft love will caſt ont all theſe fears, 
ful Wand the peyfefer our love to God is,the more it 
cb IF will caſt ext theſe fears,8 deliver us trom them, 
*, & but the /ove of the beſt of Gods ſervants, is im- 
0 perft&, and will be, till we come to heaven, for 
1 F there, and there only, are the Spirits of juſt 
18 men made perfett, Heb. 12.23. 
, Having removed theſe Objetons , ( which 
- F maybe of ule for the convincing of lome, that 
» © fear is not ſo Anti-evangelicall, as they are apt 
© to mtake it to be,and for the comforring of 0- 
© thers, who are ready to conclude apainit 
FF themſelves, becauſe of thoſe remarnders of 
| ſervile feare, which they find in their hearts) 
I reſume my exhortati;n, and rexew my requeſt 
{ unto you, to fear the Loxd, Suppreſle all 
ſlaviſh fear, as much as may be , but cheriſh 
Reverential and Fultal fear. Fear the Lira, 
and his Greatneſs, ſo as to tard in awe of him, 
and take beed of offending him in any thing, 
O 4 and 
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and fear the Lord and his Geoaneſs, ſo as tohe 
rerefull to pleaſe him in all things. There i; o& 
one way of accempliſaing both theſe, and that 
is, the way of Leve, nor can there be a betty, 
Gct your hearts 14flamed with {ove toward; 
Chriit, and thatwill ſuppreſs laviſh fear , tor 
ir caſts oui tbe fear that hath torment, « John 4, W(2 
18. perfef? love caſts it quite out,. and accord. 
ing to 4 Chriſtians growth in love, will thi Wnd 
tear decay in him, Butit will promote Rev. Wby 
rential and Filial fear. (1) As far as a mar Witt 
loves Chriſt, fo far will he thus fear him, for 
(t) Love 85 ſull of that fear, Which makes a man 


ſelicitius 10 avaid What may offend , and follon 


\what may pleaſe, him wboms we love. And you 
lave as much reaſon to queſtion the truth of WW( 
your Jove from the defe of Revrrential, and 
Filial fear , as from the exceſſe of S$/awvih 
fear; 

And thus | have at laſt d:ſpatched this firſ 
Pircciion, concerning your Knowledge of th: 
Love of Criſt , that it be Aﬀettionate , ſo as 
to {ove lim in the MMaxncr and Meaſare , and 
tro Expreſs that Love in the Way preſcribed, 
{0 as tO Deſire, and Debght 1n him, to Truſ 
in him, and Fer before him. 1 proceed to 
Wt remains, 


towards the Children of Mem. 


SAS BEBE : > 
CHAP. xklI. 


(2) Ook that your knowledoe of the love Dire@ion 

of Chriſt be Cog»izio i ffeftiva; letit 2. That 
not be an empty, barren, ine ff: ual knowledge, be _ 
but ſuch as is f#//, fruitful, and effftual. And keowhedls 
that theſe four wayes. 


$__— EIFS So eos, — i ee I >. ee, _— 


Sect. 1. 


(1.)JD Y way of Application, Expericnce, By way of 
and Aſſurance. Content nut your applicatis 
ſelves with the krowledge of Chriſt , and bis 93.» with 
love,at 4 diſtance, but reach aiter ſuch a know» Ifurance 
ledge, as may bring all home to vour lelves. 
Be not ſatisfied co-know that Chrilt is the Su- 
viogr of the world , and hath born great and 
wonderful love to the Sons of Men, buc labor lo 
to know b1s /ove and ſalvation, as to apprehend, 
appropriate, and app!y all to vour own comfort, 
and benefit. To know within your (ves, as the 
Apoſile ipeaks, Heb. 10. 34. 10 know in all 
Jour hearts, and #n all your ſor:ls , as foſnua 
(peaks, Joſh 23. 14. viz. ſen/tbly , evidently, 
experimentally, aſſ uredly, thathe is your Sa- 
viorr , ſtood in yorr room, bore yorr fins, and 
luffered Gods wrath for yozr, whereby God is 


ann > A Ire 


| as well pleaſed with you, as if you had [yffered 
| forthem in your own perſons in hc/! eternally; 


that 
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that he bare a ſpecial love to you in particular, 
and that you have & reall sntereſt in, a ſur 
title ro the priviledges, and bleſſings, which he, 
out of his infinite love , hath parchaſed at (q 
dear a rate for poor ſinners. Such a knowledy 
as this would | have you look after, and to help 
you forward herein there are twothings, which 
I would propound for your Encouragement, 
(1. ) Such a knowleage of Chrilts love is at. 
tainable. A Chriſtian may kxow the love of 
Chriſt with aſſurance of his 3ntereſt in it 
u Culyers (1) T his indeed is a moFt excellent trath , thi 
wels flos laftis, the wery cream of that &Soaes jabs, 
White that ſincere milk which is to nouriſh ſouls , *ti 
—_ obs budding and bleſſoming of happineſs , tht 
bh Antedating of beaven, the prepoſſeſſion of glory, 
and therefore envied us by Satan , who by hu 
Romiſh inſtruments would wreſt it out of om 
hands, Bat we have more clear light from Sci. 
ptare, to diſcern the truth of what we hold wu 
this particular, than to be eaſily cheated of [, 
Fair a Jewel of our Crown, as if ut were counter i 
feitr. Here we ſee ſo many eminent Chriſtiars 
both in the O/d and New Teſtament, ſctting 
their Seals to this truth by their own expe 
rience , that we cannot but ſabſcyibe to it. 
Ab eſſe ad poſſe isa fair Aronment , and I ſhall 
uſe no other to prove what 1 aſſert. 
Other Chriſtiaus have attained a certaint) 
in their k»ow/cdge of Chriſt and his Love, not 
only Objeftive, thatthere is a Chriff, and that 
there is ſuch a /ove; but alſo SubjeFive , that 
this Chriſt is theirs, and this love theirs: 


And theretore ſo may you. That others hav, 
is 
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isclear. In Fob 19. 25, you may hear ob ap- 
propriating a Redeemer to himſelf. ] know that 

my Redeemer liveth. He aſſerts his istereſt in 

Chriſt, as Þis Kedremeer, and therefore no 

wonder if he be ſo confident of his being acquit- 

tedat Gods Tribunal, as heis, Chapter 13 18. 

1 know that 1 ſhall be juſtified. A behever 

then may arrive at lms; fall aſſurance 

of intereitin Jeſus Chritt. Such an Application 

did Thomas make to bimſelf, when he cried 

out, John 20.28. My Loyd, and my God. 

See (layes (x) Ferws onthe piace) the won x Vide Dei 
derful things of God; who would hate believed, mirabilia , 
that (o great faith ſhould have riſen out of [nch ; yet 
obſtinate wnbelief , which he had diſcoverd juſt —=y 
before? And what ſhould this reach us, bur au; incree 
( as the ſame Anthor (y) bathica little after , dulirate 
T hatit is not enough to believe that Chriſt is tantamfus 
Lord and God, anleſs we belteve that he is our —_— 
Lord and our God. 1hus the Aprſte Parl, mrs? 23 
Gal. 2.20. 1 live by the farth of the $on of y Non ſatis 
God, Who loved me , and gave himſelf for me. eſt credere, 
See how he app!ys to himſelf the /ore of Chriſt, 9104 Do- 


and the frxits of it, This is fo clear, asthe aa- Dems c 
. 4 - be g 
vrſaries themſelves cannot deny, but that ma ſi credas , 


ny choice ones have had a full and ſatssfhing qudd Do- 
light ſpringing in upon their ſouls, and clear minus, & 
ing their ecernal cnndition to them, but then Pcs frens 
they ſay, it is by way of extraordinary revela» * _ 
tion, a ſpeciall priviledge vouchſafed to ſome : 
few of Gods choiceſt Worrhses by a rare 1ndul- 

gence. And yer (asto the martcy in hand) 

the way and manner of the Apoſtles expreſiing 
themſelves in this particular, ſhews , that this 

is 
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is not a priviledge peculiar only to a few, but 
common to all believers. 1 hall bring ewo ple. 
ces to prove this, the one is 1 Foh14. 16 the 
other Rom. . F. in both which places, beſides 
their aſſerting the thing it ſelf, the preat point 
of aſſurance, in molt fgnificat tearms, they 
ipeak of it in the plural! number , and make 
mention only of common means tor obtaining ot 
it, Let us conſider the places, In the one 
place, ſayes the Apoſtle Zohan, We have know 
and believed the love , that God bath to us, |n 
the other place, fayes the Apoztle Paul, Th 
lawve of Chriſt is ſhed abroad wmto our heart; by the 
Holy Ghoſt, which u given unto #s, Now 
both the one , and the othcy do (1.) Afſer, 
aſſurance : John ſpeaks of knowing the love 1 
God, and che word he uleth, &x&zaper, fcnit- 
eh (2; t) know truly and certainly , anditis; 
hon leans with Application, We know the lot: 
that God hath to'uss Panl peaks of the 
h:dding abroad the love of Gea, which 1s no 0 
ther thay witneſſing of this love to our hearts, 4: 
(a) Gretizs oblerves. The ſence of this luvy 


WL er. by we perceave that weare bels vel by him, 
- and taſt that he is gracuw,as(b)Gerharad nute: 


+ 


m 1c1« a Afctapboricallexpretiion, and can lis: 


nific nt hins cife than this, for (as(c) Parry 
tath it) That which ts plentifully porired i) 
ixto our hearts, Goth fillour hearts, and 1%al 
which d4th fill cur bearts, Cannot be hid, bit 
::/} certainly 62 pergeived by ws. Andthey ds 
(2) Exprejſeitin ſuch a way, as ſhews it «0 
4 corda robicty, & auod corda replet 7d 104 potesh 4 
| Parer's 1n lec, 


f 2 


eye 
s > 


= i OR 


an. 


Gm—_ L- a. ag a= _ aa . a - Sa 5 Re... 


1) 


I:z5of God, 1 Cor. 2, 
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be a thing not pecaliar to ſome few, but com- 
mon to many; tor firſt, It isexprelled pl/rraly, 
not [know tbelove of God to me, as of one , 
ut we know the love of God to us, as of many 
beſides himſelf: and, The love of God is ſhed 
abroad, not into my heart only , but into ovr 
hearts, intimating that it was not pecz/ior tO 
himſelf, but common to other believers with 
himſelt. And then, Secondly, They both 

ention a common means of obtaining it. Fohn 
mentions faith. We have kno\vn, and believed, 
hat is, (as (d) Calvin oblerves ) We have 
known by believing, becauſe ſuch a knowledge 
(prings irom fatth. Now, though all men have 
not faith, 2 Thel. 3. 2. yet all true Chriſtians 
kave, and ſnch a faith, as 1s Capable of im 
proviug into aſſxrunce. Andthen, Paxl men- 
tions the Holy Gheft, the love of God zx ſhed a= 
broad into our hearts,by the Holy Ghoſt, whereby 
we come to know the things that are freely given 
2. Now ail who have 
reall intereſt in Chrilt are partakers of this Spz- 
rit, for If any man have not the $Sjirit of Chriſt, 
he 1s none of hrs, All have him as a Sandifer, 
and mary have him as a Sealcr, So that this 
aſſurance of Chrilts 1zve, is not lo pecaliar un- 
to ſome, nor vouchſafed to them in ſuch an ex- 
tracraizary way , bur that others may attarn 
unto it. Seeing therefore it hath been attainea 
by others, and 1s attainatle by you in an orac- 
1nary way,let the conſideration Of it quicken Your 
endeavours after it: Indeed it 15 nor a thing 


TH which will be done Seaenao, © vVotrs, by futting 
: ftilt, and wiſhing for 7t . no, It will colt you Las 
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bour and diligence, 2 Pet. 1. 10. before 
come to it; but think not much of a lj 
pains to obtain that, which will make ſuch ,, 
bunadant recompence for the pains beſtowed x- 


bout it, when it is obtained. 


Content ng: 


your ſelves therefore with a low meaſare o 
fair, bur go on from fat to faith, till yy 
come from affance to confidence, 1o as to knoy 


the love which God hath unto you. And beg 
beg bard the Spirir of Chriſt, (which is prom 
ſed tothoſe who ack him, Luke 11. 13.) thatzu 
may know the things, which are freely given yu 
of Ged,, and particularly, this love, having 
ſhed abroad into your hearts by the Holy Ghiſ, 


given unto Jon. 


(2. ) Such a k»owledge of Chriſts love, when 
attained, is exceeding ſweet and comfortable. | 
confeſle, your fwtzre ſafety and happineſslye 
in this, that Chri/# loves you, but your preſen 
comfort lyes in your knowing that he love 
e Robinſons You. (e) He whom God loves, though he kao 
it not, is au happy man , but he that knows, 
knows himſelf to be happy, and that is molt com- 
fortable. It's true, thac the /ove of. Chriſt init 
ſelf is better than Wine, ſweeter and move delight 
full than all earthly gelicates and creature-com- 

orts wharſoever, bur.it is not ſweet ro ws, til 
it be ſpewed and ſealed, manifeſted and aſſurt 


by the ksſſes of his mouth, which arethe tokens 
and pleages of his love, which made the Chrch 
ſo earneſt in deſring of them, Cant, 1. 2. In- 


deed there is no comfort without ir. aid if 


Dems, niſi mens * What 15God,, if hebe nt 


mine ? isatrue ſaying; and what i the love of 


Chrifs 
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Chriſt to me , f T have xo ſhare init ? And 
there is but /zrtle difference (as to preſent come 
fort) betwixt having #o ſhare in it,and not know- 
"Wing whether we have or zo. A condemned man 
that hath bis pardon granted , though he ſhall 
vet ase, yet he hath /;ttle comfort in his life, till 
he know it. And though a Chriſtian, who is 
beloved of Chriſt, ſhall not peri, yer his life 
will be fxl{ of trouble , and his heart exceeding - 
ly tormented, and diſquicted, if he know it nor, 
and though he goto heavex, it will not be with 
ſuch full ſail, he will nothave an entrance ad- 
minifired ſo abundantly, as otherwiſe it might, 
(f) Good andevil affett not, till it be appreheud- 
d; Job lamented not all by loſſes, till a meſſen- 
rey related them to him ; nor aid Jacob rejojce 
that Joleph was alive , till be knew it, Who 
yes 3n 43 inherttance fallen to him, till be know 
t? norcan we joy in Chriſt as 4 Saviour , nor 
in hzs love, tall we know him to be our Savicar, 
and that he hath loved us. The beft knowledge 
pf the Sn, is by ſeeing its /ight, and feeling 1ts 
influence; the knowledge of Hony, is by taſt;and 
the beſt knowleage of Chriſt and his love , is by 
taſting, and ſering that he is gracioms. Lay 
both theſe together, and they may be a ſtrong 
inducement to make you look after a know- 
leage of the love of Chriſt , by way of Appli- 
cation, Experience, and Aſſarance, which is che 
firſt particular, 
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et ſacrum 
ſecretum 5 
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Sect. 2. 
Know Tefws 


Ci1riſt in his love, fo asto admire him 
and ic. We are wont to ſwpply the defefF of ou 
apprebenſions , about great and ext ror dinary 
matters, with a7mziration,now what more \wor. 
thy of our admiratien than Peſns Chriſt, whole 
Name ts wonder/nl, Tiaiah 9. 6. and his Lig, 
which ( as the Text tells us) paſſeth knowledge! 
He is Wonderfil in his Ferſon and in his Works 
and no leſſe wonderful in his Love, which doth 
influence all his works of Woxaty for our good. 
We admire Myſteries (which (g) are holy ſecri, 
haraly unacrſtoocd ) and lurely chen we have 
reaſon to admire Chriſt s (O WAOM the great 
Myſtery of godtireſs 1s reducible for what isit 
(according to the Apoſilcs account, 1Tim. 3.16) 
but God was manifeſted in the fleſh, quſtificd i 
the Spirit, [cen of Angels, preached unto the Get 
tiles, believed on 1n the world , ricerved np int) 
Glory. All which are meant ( whatever ſome 
have delivered to the contrary ) of Chriſt, and 
(as Hi:rom laid of the Revelations, wat wer 
ba, tot Sacramenta) | may lay of thele words, 
As many words, ſo many myſteries, and as man) 
myſteries, ſo many matters of admiration, $tui) 
and meditate upon the Lord Jeſus and his love, 
as much as you can , that you may have ſome 
underſtanding of him and it, but when you 
have gone as fary as you can, there will be {ill 
Plas altrz, The riches that are in Chriſt -r: 
unlearc 
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he hail manifeſted unto v3 is wrkburrat tle [ony, 
the dimenſrons Of it for briohe, ah; h, tt noth, a+ 4 
breadth are nwnmea/nurable, verie 18. 19, Ard 
therefore, when you are at a lolz: in your 
ſearch, ſtand {b!] in holy filence, and f:!l to ad- 
miring what you fall lo ir f.3re.y ſhort of ap. 
preheading. Admire him in his Pr4/anchropee, 
his /ove to mankind 11 general. That the eter- 
aall Son of God, ſhould fer [11 heart upon the 
S$9;1s of Mens and love them, them r.1her chan 
fe! Wthe Angelsy them when fallen ©5 whEll the 


ky, Angels 3 when ungodly, rebels, and eMFrnies , ws ; 


1 WW that he ſhould love chem fo as to /rave bis 


0d. Wh Glory, which he badfrom all. erernity with his 7 


t, WW Father, and be maze fl:/1 for them giand lon d 
ve WH a /ife full ok miſcricy and wor rips, ani ami} 
'at WM dic a ſhameful, Yaif/ul arcurſed deatt) wr ber, 
WF to pay chetr ſcores to Divine Fr//ice, rnd to 
6) IF b7149 in evertaiting Rin breogf,.cſrcterns! Feder 


« WH prion, and Sal. ation tor them. This is france” !9% 


* W andextrarrainary love, worthy ob: aumire!, 
'2 WH for no reaſon c nb: givenofith /»: 
me becauſe he lyvead HS, An UPON T0 Nr 1. corcm?. 
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10 Hcre then is a fit place to cry. oat with Devid, 19i.. 
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- W Plalm 8.4. Lord ! what is zz4an, tnat thc 


6, Wy 1inaful of hinz, or the ſoa of man, thitth iu wife ? 


4 eſt s kirs ? Whatis man,. Z»of9, forpeif:.l mary 
i W (a5(+) E auſebius will have ir, Ceriving it trom 
*, i 4\4/bab, which lipnihes ro {vroet ) forpertu! of 
ie W thee, and of thy beneſirs t owirds him. Or ra- 
uW ther, (z) Sick'y, morrall, miſcrabl: man, a> 0- 
| F thers, who better derive itirom Ana%, which 
* Þ "gies ro be ich and in miſery, What is 24 
i " . Wann, 
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The Tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 


man, that thou ſhouldſt be minafult of him: 
wt ſo as barily to remember him -, but ſo act; 
ſew eminent care and hananeſſe to him, as work, 


s of memory in the hebrew language ao import, ac. 
cording to the learned (4) Revets obſervation 
on the place : and what is the Son of Man, the 
8oz of Adam, the Son of him, whole original 
was earth and duſt ( as the word Adamly 
nifies ) who by his Apeſtacy and rebellion hat 

orfeited thy favor. and love, What wisle, 
that thog ſhenldſt viſit him ? not with a orzeva 
bat graevrs vilation, not to preneſo and deſire 
him, "8s. he had deſerved, but to readcern and 
ſave [11m 4 What matchle(ſe . aumirable love 
was this! Adivire his fayular ſpecial lovet 
yorr [unls,, you, who are believers. That when 
others (ater all this)are lefr without the knon- 
ledge of © hriit ani his love, he hath mac: 
knogn to your, by lus WVordand Goſpel, thit 
when thorſands anong whom You live , win 
hear of Chriit ai.d tus love, and have effcrs 0f 

both made 1nto themare left with the r:1a5 08 
their own necks, to follow lying vanitirs , ani 

forſake thur own mrcy, tOrifuſe, reſiſt, andre 
vel agaiult all the off.rs of grace, and you hav 
hearts, and naturcs, as full of emnity and opp!) 

219% agatult Chriſt as any, and have manifejt: 

{o much, and gone on to maintain it, for 1ome 

time, More or lefle,yet ihe Lord hath at leng!l 

turned the ſtream, taken the ſtone ont of jou! 
hearts, overcame the reſiſtance of your frowar 

Spirits, made yo; willing #n the day of his power, 

and drawn you effettually to run after him, and 

cloſe with him, 1o that you are now in Chri 


part 


{ 
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partakers of his love, having it ſhed abroxd 1 
owr hearts by the Holy Gheſt given unto you, and 
are under his care and keeping, til! you come 
to receive the end of your Faith, the ſalvation of 
Jour ſoulr,to be filled with all the fulneſſe of Goa, 
to ſee him face to face, whom now ox ſee 
through a glaſſe darkly , and to be fy ever 1a» 
tithed from that Foxntain of love immediately, 
whence you have but ſmall [zips and _ 
through the Condmwits of Ordinances here. Is 
not this trange love ? and can any other Rea- 
ſon be given of it, bur the geod pleaſwre of your 
Redeemer ? Even ſo becauſe it ſeemed good in 
his fight. How ſhould this make you retrre in» 
ward ? andin contemplation and admiration of 
theſe things,cry out in 11itation of rhe Xſan af« 
tir Gods own heart. 2 Sam. 7, 18. Whoaml, 0 
MW Lord God, and what ts thy pow criature, that 
at thou haſt browg ht me hithcyto ? And this was y't 
no a ſmall thing in thy [ight, O Lira God, for thus 
(s haſt [poken of thy ſervants ſonal, fer a great while 
"n WW yet 70 come, even ſo long as eternity ; And is this 
| the mannxer of Man, O Lord God. And what ca 
+ 1 ſay more nnto thee ? For thiy, Lord God, knows 
eo  meſt, and loft thy ſervant, for thy lovis (akes 


i andaccoraing to thy heart thi;: ha {t donc all theft 

8 things, to make thy Servant know them, and taſte L 
£8 ofthem, Wherefore thuw art great, O Lord Ged, "* 
WF ard thy love zs great, there i none liks nntoit, iT 
rH and be then admired and adored inthe greatuiſſe by 


= 

-_ - 

- + & 
» 


48 of thy love, wherewith thou haſt refreſh:a the ſoxl 

; of thy Servant, for ever. Thus admire the love of 

I Chriſt, and co engage you herein, know, that 

| itis adwired by Angels, who, (1) with wonder } in in 
J P 2 and '** 


"6 df. "OI 4 A 


_ 


212 


1m DoRor 
Holdſ- 
Worths 
Ser.p.526 


N Biſhop 
Halls Holy 


raptures 
P- 212, 


\ 


The Tranſcenaency of Chriſts I ove 


and admiration, deſire to look into theſe things 
I Pet, 1. 12. andic ſhall be admired by glorifi 
ed Saints, to a'lcternity, 2 Thel. 1.10. The 
happineſs of heaven (layes(m )one)u all extaſy, 
au exiaſy of admiration at the love which hath 
been ſhewed to them , andexperienced by them in 
bringing them thither, Now 1t 1s good for 
Chriſtians to begin that work on eatih , which 
they ſhall be ever doing when they come to 
heaven, Andlet me tell you , for the farther 
quickning of you to this work , that the know 
ledpe Which you have if the love of Chriſt, which 
aoth not leave you admiring cf it ts but a arie and 
carnal, net a ſaucry and ſpiritual khnewledye. 
1 hope the coniideration of all this, will make 
the Dzvont Seoul breath forth it ſelt in ſuch /az- 
guage as this, which he may learn of a (#) hol) 
man, whereivith he ends Is Pathericall Meat 
tation of the lyve of Chris, and with that I ſhall 
end Nis pariicuinr, Lira ! what room can there 
be ps ſſibiy in theſe $ir4i7ht and narrow hearts 0) 
ours, for a dc admiration of thy tran/cenacnt 
love ana mircy ? ] am ſnallowrdup, O Ged, | 
am willing'y (wallowed ap in this bettomleſs a. 
byſe of thine infinite lows, ax there let me awil 
in 4 ferpetual raviſhmeut of Spirit,till being ſrecd 


from thus clog of earth, and filled with the ſulucſs 


of Chriſt, I ſhall be admitted toemjoy that, which 
1 cannot now reach to wonatr at, thine incompre- 
hen ſible biifſe and glory wich thou boaſt laid up in 
the kigheſt heavens for them that love thee, inthe 
bleſſed communion of all thy Saints and Angels, 
thy Chernhim, and Seraphim, Thrones, Domini- 
ons, ana Priacipaliies, and Powers, in the beati- 


fic al 
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fir al preſence of tl er the ever-livjrg God, the 6 
trnal Father of Spirits, Father, Sun and Holy 
), Ghoſt, one infinite Dis'y , in three co-efſemially, 
co-eternally, cooequally glorious perſons, To 
” BW whom be bleſſing, hou: ar, glory, and power , for 


h ever, and ever, Amen. 

0 or ot ns 
: Sect. 3+ 

: (3.) Y way of Gratulation. Know the love 


of Chrit!, ſo as to be T hankefal for ir, 
Nature it ſelf teacheth us to be grateful to 
" | thoſe, who have þ-wed kindneſs unto us, and 
" Þ ſhill we receive fo many benefits from Feſws 
| Þ Chrift,che fruits of his mecr /ove, and not think 
| | everyone of us, wita David, of a Quid rctri- 
| bzam ? What ſhall [ render ts the Lord , for all 
| 6:5 benefits t:wards me ? Plalm 116. 12. and 
| ſezing he -ecd:th nor, nor doth deſire morezand 
we can give no 4eerer, let us not be backward 
| 10 7ake the cp of ſalvation, and call upon the 
| Name of the Lora, verie 13. If he had called for 
| [ome greater thing , world we not have done ut? 
| how much more, when he ſayes only, Offer an- 
| 10 God Thanls1i:3:p , and pay thy vows to the 
' moſt high, Pſ1lm 50. 14. and counts himſelf 
| glorified thereby, for (ſayeslie verſe 23.) Whoſo 
offereth prazſe glorifieth me. Yea, he hath let us 
| know, by the mar «fitr bis own heat, That this 
praiſing of him with a ſong, and magnifying him 
with thanksgiving, is better pleaſing unto him, 
| t9anan Ox, or Bullcch , that hath horns and 
| hoof, Plalm 69. 30, 31. Thelove of Chriſt in 
- redeem- 
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redceming and ſaving loſt ſinners ſhould not be 

thought or ſpoken of without a Doxology, by all 

that hear of it, eſpecially by thoſe who have 

taited of it, This (ſhould make Chriſtians keep a 

_ perpetual*Exchariſt declaring themſelvs thank. 
Boy Þo | 

ary ot full for ſogreat a benefit, by acknowledging of it, 

eratum {e 4nd (peaking to the praiſe of the Author of it, The 

declarare Scriptureis not withont examples for your imi- 

pro accept9 ration inchis parcicular, and therefore go you 

5 ya forth by che footſreps of the flock, writEafter the 

noſcento, Copics which are ler before you, tak? with 0; 

et auto;em the wiras, and inthe ſexce of Chriſts love, ſay 

ejus predie with David Pal. 86. 12, 13.1 will praiſe thee, 

eanio, O Lord, my God, with all my heart, and 1 will 


"2m elorifie thy Name for evermore ; For preat is th 
( 0 X << A 
P32 mercy towards me, aud thou haſt delivered m 


ſor! from the loweſt Hell, And again, Pſal. 103. 
I, 2, 3»4. Bleſſe ihe Lord, O my Sonl, and all 
that is within me, bleſs his holy Name , Bleſs 
the L:rd, O my Soul, and forget not all hes be- 
nefits, who jorgiverh all thine iniquities, 
who hcalcth all thy aiſeaſes ; who r:deem<th thy 
life from deſtruition, wn» crowneth thee with lo- 
vins kinaneſſes and tender mercies, With the 
Acther of our Lord, Luke 1. 46,47. My [cu! 
d'th magnifie the Lord, and my ſpirit doth 7: 
Joyce in God my Saviour, For he bath regaraes 
the low eſt ate of bis poor ſervant. With thoule in 
Rev. 5. 9,12,13. Worthy is the Lamb that was 
ſlain, aud bath redeemed us to Goa by hy blood, 
0:ut of every Kinarea,and Tongue,and People,ans 
Nation,to receive power, and riches, and wiſaom, 
and ſtrength, and bonor, avd glory, and bleſſino: 
#14 therefore bleſſing, koncar, gliry, and polier, 


k 
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be unto him, that ſfetteth on the 7 narone, ava unto 
the Lamb for ever, azd wir, Finally,with Fobn, 
(p)Rev. 1.5,6. Unto him that bath {:v4 us, And p Gratias 
waſhed as, from GUY ſins is bis own Blood, and reitys & 
hath maat us Kings ana Priijts rtnto Gods ana _ oe 
his Father, to him be glory and anmizing for FR _ po 
' i vir and ever, Amen, Thus Chriitians, ſernd ch:1ſto pros 
forth the praiſes of him, who hath thus /oved rantis bene= 
you; ſeeing he bath ſhewed ſo much good will ficits, 916: 
rowards you, and wrought ſy much peace ** Oe 
for you, which you deſerved nor, do not arny o A 
to aſcribe glory to him, to whom it of ſo mac Reyes De0z 
right belongs, Lake 2.14. His heart hath been e> patri , 
' i <#/arged in love towards you, and you are not Par.in loc. 
ſtraightned in him. Oh'be not ſtraightned in your 
own bowels, but be you alſo enlarged in love, and 
thanbfaulzeſs unto him. Ifthe love of Chriſt be 
implanted in our hearts,it will prigout at your 
lips, and your months will ſhe forth his praiſe ; 
(9) If your Son's have been ſatisfied with this oPſ.6,,s, 
marrow and fatneſs. your mouths will praiſe him 
with joyfull lips. Whereas be, whoſe heart 
and lips are nor filled with bleſſing and praiſe to 
Chriltfor his /3ve, gives clear evidence againſt 
biratelf, that he hath zeither part nor lot #2 this 
matter, He aver taſted of the love of Chriſt , 


. 


who 15 20t t hank ful for it, 
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Sect. 4. 


By way et. B Y way of Oz{igation to Hulineſs and 

POLICAT : X "i" 

EY MR Jbedience. Know the love of Crit, 

ne ans To 2Sihereby to be reſtrained from fin, and com 

obedience: ſtr. 8 12d io duty and lervice. And here I would 
jav wo things; 

(1.) The /ove, grace, and mercy of Chriſt, 
whica he hath maniteſied in andertaking for vs, 
as our Muaatir and Redeemer, is the ſtrongeſt 
motive iNat can be to Holineſs, and Obedience, 
This 1s that which che Scriptare uſerh, Rom. 6. 
The /cope 0i that while Chapter is to advance 
Holizeſſe and Obedience, and the prime and 
prinmial! ative, which he uſeth thereunio,js 
rae Grace cf Godin Clift. Ver. I.Shall we con: 

. lane fiatnit grace may abound ? God forbid. 
And ver.15. Sha! we fin, becauſe we are not un- 
dy the Law, Pt 11:14: r'Grace ? God forbid. Its 
the Devii; Ligickto argue from grace to ſin, 
icom v2 ito /55/enrfs, winch the Apolile calts 
off with avkorrexcy, as unworthy ro be entcr- 
tained Dy an ingenn ts, gracions heart, fomuch 
as 1n 1hor:ght, they are wnoodly men, whithu; 
turn the grace of God tniolaſcivieuſneſſe, Jude 4. 
Aguin won 12.1,2. Teeſeech you, Brethren, by 
$9. merits of God, that y:m preſent your Bodies a 
living ſacrifice, bely aad acceptable, which is 
72zr ,caſunavie ſervice, and be not conformed t9 
this worzd, Oc. You fee here, that the mercirs 
of God ore thejirorg bondsy by which the A- 


poftls 
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o/He would draw theſe Romans from {oloWwing 
che World in the corraptions,and uſes of it, and 
engagethem to ſervice and obedience : andin-» 
deed the molt xatyrall, and proper ference 
from mercy is duty, and ſeeing our infinite mi- 
ſery, bach met with the 7 fintie mercy of our 
God to re/zeve us 1n it, & redeem us from it what 
other can be the reſxlt of ir wich a ſerious Chri- 
ſtian, bur the yeelding xp of himielf ro the God 
of his mercses * Thus 1 Cor.6 20. Te are vor:aht 
with @ price, therefore glorifie Gd un your budy, 
and in yonr ſpirit which are Goas, The love of 
Chriſt in going to the price at our Rearmption, 
ſhould be a ſtrong obligation to usty gl-rifie 
him with thoſe Bodies and Soz:ls, which be hath 
Redeemed, at ſo deararare. Thus the Apiſtle 
eter exhorcing to holincſſe, 1 Per. 1.14,1 5,16. 
(as obeatent chilaren not faſhionins yourſelus ac- 
coraing to the former Inſts in your ignorance, but |, yiſgpluſ. 
as he which hath called you 1s holy, ſobe ye holy quim fer- 
1m all manner of Converſat28, Cc. ) makes the ret ſimus , 
love of Chriſt in ſhedding his bloud for them, facere log 
the great Motive. Ver. 18,19. Fora'mnch as a gy, 
you know , that you were not redeemed with cor= ay deve- 
Yuptible things as ſilver and gold, but with the veams 
prectons blood of Jeſus Chriſt. S0 Cap. 4 1. He Chriſto, 
makes the /ove of Chriſt in dying for us,2 ſtrong des TEpu- 
__ o Famus 
reaſon, why Chriſtiars ſhould conform ro his quants = 
croſſe by crucifyings their luſts. Foraſmuck then moye nos 
as Chrift bath ſuff«r:d for us in the fleſh, arm proſefiutus 
Jour ſelves with the ſame mind, This love of &f , quum 
Chriſt is ſo {tronp a Motive , to Holineſſe AGISE 
| nobis ſubnt 
and Obedience, (r) that unleſſe we are more 610 
bard than iron, we cannot but devote our ſelves 1, Cor,s, 
£ rtapnrhararila, oh. wholly 
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wholly to Chriſt , when we con ſider how great- 
ly he l:wead ns, £7 ANY he ſhed his bluod, and liid 
aown b1 ; life fo HS. 

The Love of Chriſt, in the wayes, 
whercby he hath expreſſed it 'to us, eſpecially 
in 4;ia7 tor ns,and riſing agaiy, is the moſt ef- 
feinal means tO promote our holineſs and obe- 
ai:uces (5) Thave read, That five Monks were 
ſtudying what was the beſt means to mortify ſn, 
One ſaid, to meattate on Death , the ſecond,to me. 
ditate 02 Jnudoement . the third, to meditate 
the joyes of Heaven the fourth, to meaitate ou 
the torments of Hell , the fifth and laſt, to miai- 
rate of the love and ſufferings of Chriſt : Which 
indeed is the beſt means of ail, There arc ban: 
of {zve called by theProphet, The cords of a Han, 
Hol.11.4. becauſe the molt proper means ty 


prevail with, and work upon Man, who isa 


reaſon 2ble creature, with cheſe bands of love, 
the Lord Jeſus draws us from finto himſelf and 
ſervice, asin the forementioned place, and Jer. 
31.3. Theſcheld the Apoſtle Vault falt bouni 
to his duty, and &-pe Im from deviating, and 
WAa2dring from Chriſt, ſee 2 Cor. 5.14, T# 
- ve of God conſtraincth #5. He had betore been 
ſpeaking of the force that fear had to __— 01M 
ſolicitous in the ſervice of Chriſt , becauſe 
the account which he was to give, ver. 10,11. 
And now he mentions the force of Love, t the 
love of Chriſt, which he ſhewed in dying torw, 
and this (ſayes he) confirain; us, ouvixe nua; 
It hems 1s tn 0n every ſide, as menin a beſregei 
City, or as beaſts in a pinfold( as (t) fome de- 
duce the {ctapher) that we cannet oy 
[4 Cape 


Ws 
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eſcape. (u) Or zt keeps PT faſt bound, as with uMect ap-8- 
cards and bands,foruter jet tuaviter, not f:zced- ra oft in 
ly but freely, that we cannot turn aſide to the verbo con- 
crooked Wwayes of ſin, ara aiſobeatence to the di(- Hringend, 
. : - ſ / 
pleaſing of ChriSt,but miſt go. that we are led by | 57 ponamin 
. 8 py _ s ' ir 
him in the wayes of obedience and holineſſe.(xYIt poſſe, qui 
4 poſſe, quin 
tath the poſſeſſion and rule of ns, ſo as we are quiſquis 
atted by as influence anl wſtintt, Now the mirificum 
love of Chriſt is an effe&aal means Or holincſſe zum amoe 
| pw 
and obediznce,two wayes ; by Arommert,and by 1a"B. aha 
Pp . 7 - 4 teftatus 
ower. I: ED eſt nohts 
(1, )By Argument, 10s 16 clear by the fore- Chriſtus 
cited paſſage of the Apeſte 2 Cor.5. 14. 15. Porte ſua, 
Where he ſhews, how kimz/e/fand orbrrs came over a 
to be conftrained by the love of Chrilt, ard I. _- 
| a TITEL , a 1 PAY | hs bl 
that is by way of Argum:rr: The {ve of Ct it nuaft e: ale 
( \a1yes he ) conſtraincth HS . hecarle we 1%8 lioatur, "Ou 
juage, that if one ata for all, , 11. 2 we Fe all acad, artl:ſumo 
and that he azea for all, that they which {ivey m—_— 
ſpruld not hencefurth live nmto themſilves, but he SOECIEY 
aſs | —__- | þ le in thns 
to him which ated for thim, and roſe a nam. AS bſravine 
if he bad ſand, when we /:c our ſelves {erioufly addicer, 
LO conſiacy tne love of ( hrilt : TT the (#71ii8t 34k Caly. 1n 
greatneſs of if, as carrying [11 co the Cr ffe, __ F 
the Grave, to Death for us, we fin4 oz and cone j; _ 'f 5 
a © CR : [ £805 (| {Oe 
clud- vpn t] ee two things, (1,The miſerable it ( mor 
condition of the «bjefts of it, tor 1t one area ſur all, Chl) ut 
we determine thus, That then were all drau(y ) 722 ang 
dead in ſin,and theriby liable tothe wrath of Goa Juuy (Oe 
repts agas 


- * vP »& JF "4 
and eternal puniſhment, ſor Why ſhould he elſe up 
\cz,1n 


| loe, y Morte ſctlicet pece ati, per quod 11 Det, eterm/que pas fafls 


| +6 . . 4 ” 
0940x1t 2 quid enzm attinebat /'0 V/684{011S MO) 'A I j# O7AVLCS TOTS MOTELS 
woeniſſet, Calixt, in loc, | 
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. 


die for all, if he bad not found all ina ſtate of 


death ? (2.) The Holineſs of the end of it, And 
that br azed for all, that they who live, &C, This 
is our holy reaſoning, and reckoning , thatths 
end of his love in dy#ng for us was, that they wh! 
live, who by his favoxy and benefit are redeem. 
es from warth and damxation, ſhould not hence. 
forth live unto themſelves, nt order their ling 
according to their owz will, nor ſerve the luſt 
and deſires of the flejh, bat wnto him that die; 
fir :hem, androſe again, that 18,be ruled wholly 
by kzs will,and dedicate themlelvs to his ſervice, 
living for his aſe and glory, and renowuncing 
whatſoever is contrary to him. Now thy (as 
he)conſtraineth us. Thele are arguments lo full 
and forcible, that we are ſurronnded by tliem, 
no gap left oper for ſin and /icentionſneſs, but 
we are wholly bound np, and conſtrained in ſere 
vice & obediercero him, who hath thus /oveq vs, 
». Nam ut (2.) By Power, As thereis an Argument 1n 
bumanita- the love of Chriſt engaging Chriſtians to hul- 
tem Verbo geſs and obeatence : fo there is a vertue and pou- 
ve hag er flowing from thence, which doth exabl: he- 
=" hehe lievers the1eanto, The acarhand reſurretis.n 
morte : fic of Chrilt (wherein Fis /ove molt eminently f- 
cttim nos peared) is not only the meritorzous and exem: 
jt unit05, plary canſe of our ajing to fin, and living to C0, 
bt ary but allo the efficient cayſe ol it by a ſecrer pow: 
eure exuſ. er and wertue ifluing from thence to thoſe that 
citatad believe. (=) For as the Humanity being anitca 
novam.wi- to the Word, was by the power of the Word raiſed 
tan grat'® {,0m the dead: ſo thoſe who are united to him and 
Ao implayted in him, are by the ſame power raiſed 
_—— jrom ih: death of fin 10 the life of grace. Lhe 
ner 
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there is ſuch a poWer, 1s clear, from P31. 3, 10, 


Ml where the 4poſt/c ſhews, that the height of his 
1 ambition was to know C hriſt, yet. not by a zot10- 
Mnc/2nd empty, but a powerful and effeftlual 


knowledge. T hat I may know him, and the pow- 
ir of bis reſarreftion , that is, (a) a poner and 
- IM vertue, flowing from his reſurrittton, worksn g the 
like eff in him{: If, it raiſing kim to the life of 
race here, and glcry hereafter, And the fellowes 

ip of his ſnuff:rings : (b) Not col; that which 1; 
external, and ſtands in the bearing of the Croſs, 
bat alſo that wiich is inward , and ſ{anads inthe 
mertiſning of theflrſh,and the crucifying if the old 
an. And this by being maar corfurmable unty 

is death, oupgggs mere, Conformis fallus, or, 
Corft guratus. (c) Net conforms my ſelf, ty 
, Wa) of 1112tation, but, being made conformable by 
© A Power Car of my [clf. the power ana virtue "0 
« BCb iſts aeath. (a) For 7 hoſoeter Cenſurms to 
, MC trijis crarh and reſurrttlicon by vying to fin,and 
1 ing 4g ain to newneſs of life, aoth ut not by an) 
. {Wower or abilit; of Eis own, tut is birics with 
. (Chriſt, and raiſed in Chriſt, and ts thertfere 
mplanted into kim, ard quickencd | y bis Spirit, 

1; {\ow,this power and verrac ts drawn forih from 
. Mbriit by Faith, as appears from Cel. 2. 12. 
. {Pwrica with him in Bap:iſm , whirem alſo you 
\ Wc riſen with kim, through the faith of the opera- 
01 of God, who hath raiſed him from the dead. 
n which words we have the outward Sign , 
phich doth repreſevr a Chriilians communion 


OT 


vith Chriſt in his death, and reſarriGion , and 
bat is Baptiſm, AS allo the inward Grace, 
vhereby a Chriflian comes to be really con- 
formable 


= TY mv. =. 
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formable to Chriſt in both; by the death of (in 
and life of grace, and thatis Faith; which is ſe 
forth both 7» st ſelf, as it is the Inſtrum, 
whereby we become real partakers of the he. 
nefits of Chriits death, and reſurre&ion,which 
are ſ1onified in Baptiſm : Andallfo in its 4y. 
thor, and Worker, which is God,called therefore 
Faith sf the operation of God , to diſtinguithi; 
from a falſe faith of our own farcying;and like 
wile iz its Exerciſe, for it pitcheth upon 
power of Gea,put forth in raiſing of Chriſt fron 
the dead , and thence derives a power tor the 
raiſing of the ſoul from the ſptrit al death ir 
lin, to a Fþiritxal lite of grace, that istht 
meaning of that clauſe which is added , nb 
hath raiſed him from the dead, as the (e) Kin 
rend Davenant bath obſerved. 

Now,what is all this for , Chriftians , butt 


a mm wXX&. —Y 


perſwade you to labour after {ach a k:rowlear 11 
of Chriſt and his /ove , as may be eff: (ral ni c: 
your Holineſs and Obeatence. And 1 beſeechyouſ f 
be not ſatisfied withour it, for, h, 
(1. ) Without this you croſs and thwart Jelnlff fe 
Clrilt in one main exd and deſign of his love, iff th 
underiaking, atting, and [rffering for us, which a, 
was no: /ooſneſs and licentionſneſs , but bilinM di 
and obeazence, that we might ſerve him,as wil in 
as be /aved by him, and that we might be ſav » 
jrom ſin, as well as from wrath, and trom i"W 5» 
filth and power of lin , as well as the g4/t a 
Condemnation Of it, Why was he mani/: {ci pr 
our fleſh, xt to take away our fins, and that Wl as 
mght deſiroy the works of the Devil ? 1 John al 
5+ 8. Why was be called Ze/zs,but chat he 11%Þ fe 


(6 
[4; 
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ſave his people frem their ſins, as you find it ( f ) fSce Hoya 


Mat. 1.21. Why did he /anctifie bim{c!f (by (g) * 


offering himſelf up to God 4s a ſacrifice ) but fur 
our ſakes that we alſo might be ſanflifiea?Joh.17. 
19. Why did he gzve himſelf for us, and bear 
our fins #n his oWn body on the T ree , but that he 
might ſantlifie and cleanſe us , that we miobt be 
preſented glorious without Sþot or Wrinkle , that 
we might be holy, aud withoxt blemiſh, E.phei.5. 

25,26,27. T hat he might redtem us from all ini- 
quity, and purifie unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of goed works, Tit. 2. 14, That we being 
dead to fins, ſhould love nnto righteouſneſs, 1 Per, 
2, 24. Why cid he 74/e again, but that he msghr 
be Lord of dead and living, Rom. 14.9. and that 
we might bring forth fruit unto God ? Roms 7. 4. 
Why is he ſent to any people in the Miniſtry of 
the GoFpel, but to bleſs them in turning them from 
thuy 1niquines? as ACts 3,26. Inceed, what is the 
end of the whele work of our Redemption, from 
firſt to /aſt, but that we berns delivered ext of the 
banas cf our enemies, might ſerve him Without 
fear, in hulinc(s and righicouſneſs before him all 
the days of our life ? Luke 1.74,75. Now, what 
a ſhame would it be for Chriſtians, by ſz and 
diſobeatence tO fruſtrate this exd of Chriils love 
in dyzng for us, apd as much as in them lyes to 
wake the Croſs dnd Redemption of Chriſt to be 
12 v4in, and of none rffcct * 

(2.) Withoutthis you make 2014 your own 
profeſſion , your Chriſtianity ialls to the ground, 
5a thing of oazht, in reſpeR of rrath and ye- 
ality,and in reſpe& of profit and bexefir to your 


lelves. Let every oxe that namith the Name of 


Chriſt 


123 Treat 
on that 
Scripture, 
g Gros, 1n 
loc. 
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Chriſt (ſayes the Apoltle, 2 Tim. 2. 19.) that 


profeſſerh himſelf co be a Chriſtias , thar being 
. asked to whom be belongs owns Chriſt for his Ld 
h Melius and Maſtr, olorieth in, and boaſts of thar x14 
eft Apofta= ti9y, let every ſuch a one, that would 6: in 44 
tameſſem* .nqin truth, what he ſays and pews he is in 
_—_ word and tonguc, aepart from miquity,a'7r cre, 
quam cli 1et him be an'(h) Apoſtate, make, and maintai; 
e>pietatis, the greateſt dijtance from fin and iq j [Ls 
Luch.Loci him avoid it, not paſs by it,turx from it, and j4\ 
com.Clal. away, as the Wiſe man expreſleth ir, Prorv.4.15, 
pg Otherwiſz2,though he have 4 name to live, he i; 
nos Chriſti- 4244, Rev. 3.1, He 1s a Chriſtian # 74 cars, 
as eſſe outwardly, not iy r6xfuzls, inwaraly ;, i yay 
dicimus, paaſt in the Letter, not TYpalr, in the Spirit, 
perdrimus ache Avoſtle phraleth it, Rom 2. 28, 29. the 
ders ſhadow of Chriſtianity he may have, but want 
nominis jp 
vitiopra- The ſubſtance, he may have a profeſſion, but waris 
witats, power (which is all ix all in Religion) anda is 
Saly, de wuthing atail in Gods account, An 1d l is x4. 
Gub, Det thizz, 1 Cor. 8. 4. 2nd a formal Chriſuan 1s: 
C999 more, 4 painted [mane without bfe, having 
ſie alucy £35 618 ſees mer, feet but waiks not. $#4#h as call 
officio ſu themſelves Chriſſtans, and are not ſo 194107, ty 
mhileſl, ſtroying the power and wertueof tht bl; Nom: 
OS: by thar wickeareſſe, as (1) Salvien 12ea.s. fot 
I chriſt; a (K), name 1s nothing, no not the name of iii. 
nomen in. {tan, without duty and ation anſwiratl! thire- 
duere, & unto. (|) They are meer cheats in Riligici 14 
mou per and prevaricators of the name of Chriſt, who c.: 
Chriſti "14 themſelves Chriſtians, and yet walk not thews) 


as 4 of Chriſt ſayes Cyprian. Whatever amiablen:/s 
os gn ED 
prevaricatio divink nomints ? Cypr, de Z:lo (mhi) pageſ373; 


(here 


towards the Children of 11en 2 
"t. 25 


there be in the 
xame of Chriſt 
of Chriſtiani and the prs 
par" 0mm _ is none at all in efroſeen 
neſs and who 
59 agens obedience , they are but ,, Salvian 
| Hey , as (m) Salvi our. bi ſupri 
It, Swine ſtill h v141 phraſeth pre 
they are ai , : ough aeckt and adorncd P. IOT, 

þ odions and loathſome.« Th , nay n Cbriſtia. 
Ka 80 know God, and in works 4 of 4 who pro» AHS mn Pea 
minable, Tit, 1.ult. A Chri teny Vim, are a» Cato Vie 
and ſerving his [ 7 . ſtian living it ſin uens, Cf 

: wits, 1s a borribl » concupiſ* 
monſter in th e Sþeftre, yea pe 
edccount of God . ſave: yea a centis (ui 
our own, Thus you , layes (n) oe of {arviews n 
men mak y ce, that Without heli | —_ Yo 
Chriſti e void the trat» and ut belaneſs, orvendun 
Cbriſtianity ,and for pro realiiy of their ſpettrum, 
like to receive none = ofic and benefit, they are im mo 
(9) a Father ) bad Y ic. Orr happineſs (ave SIT100M CON= 
ins Chriſt ſt anas uot un being called h : layes ſcrur cor 
iftians, and therefore, it b ! but in be- Peg Day, 
ook that we be , It becomes us to 1 £0: 
+4 "Sip ond not only Chriſtians in name, ** _—_ 
of no -- 0-208 h ton 1,470 of Scints yy O Il; 
. 011" P ho . ' Fi 4 "OR; : 
holy lives Ct ;(} J*s who live not Saiit-like w pal {4Ne 
who b, S; ITad will profit that man «.c::bi , _ Kt Ate 
Name __ Chriffo Chriſtianus , hedwing-Be j gt il 
| WH IHE participat hs ag: ES, as 
doing his wilt. (q) paltzg of lis Nature, and Alu, efr28 
not, sf accom An ourward profeſſion &vail s yap 78 
th panitd with withe z .Y CV ALLS As Joy . 
at ſayes, he is Chriſts,that | edpratlices, He 92g ni 
ad to bs 3 1.40 Dc 04A he a = \ngs TO 
f ban own advantage, miſt ties w_ izaced, MY21 La 
Mo os aobely Bis, forwe e greats ew 
rms Ar ghagy—s po” 
ave f-1 h1 : 
| & 215 own. The nn: ——_ 
Sz vita $, | | ad Mags 
av. in Sanperan 40b's deerit , appellitio $.mtlurum wi nel. -4, 4 
Saly, de Gub. Dei lid, ibil prodeit nomen ſanflum _—— 1 proderety 
ſt adſint mala 0 os We Jo Pe 99 Q Prof efſ:0 o_ nwh roy mornbus, 
ralis ſi opera, Du ſe Chriſti eſſe di , externa nihii p1 odeſt 
itty longe abſit a x » gp ſje diert, ut VCiECe '. Mts 
vita mpura _ . s © C170 il / 
: Al os quim ales Chriji: 0 _—_ 


# mol 
ſat, Grot, 10 2 Tim, 2+ 194 


Q_ profitav le- 
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profitableneſs of ſuch mens Rel:gion may appegr 
trom an 1119 of fuch particulars as theſe, 
for (1.) Itleavesthem ſhort of acquaintance 
with Chriſt. They who have truly learnel 
Chriſt, have been taught to put off the old man 
with his deceitful luſts, and to put on the new may 
which after God is created inrighteeuſneſs , and 
true holsneſs, Ephel. 4 20,21,22,23,24. Hera 
by we do know that we know bim , if we keep by 
commandments: Hethat ſaith, I know him, anj 
keepeth not his commandments, 1 4 lyar, and th 
irathi; not in him, 1])John2.3, 4. Apain, 
(2.) It leaves them fhoyt of relation to him, ani 
intereſt iu him. They are not Chriſts, for thi 
who are Chriſts, have crucified the fleſh, with tht 
affetions and luſts, Gal.5. 24. They zre not 
the friends of Chriſt, tor they who are ſuch, < 
kerp his commandments, John 15. 14. Again, 
(3.) It leaves them ſhort of union with feſw 
Criſt, for If any manbein Chriſt, he #5 a new 
creature, 2 Cor. 5. 17. he walks as Chriſt al/s 
walked, 1 John 2. 6. and thatis, mot after the 
Fleſh, but afttr the Spirit, for the law of the Spi- 
rit of life ta Chriſt Feſus , ſets them free from the 
law of fin and death, Rom. 8. 1, 2. Again, 
(4.) It leaves them ſhore of communion ana fel. 
lowſhip with Feſas Chriſt , for thoſe only hawt 
fellowſhip with him, who walk #n the Light , « 
be i; in the Liht, but if we ſay, that we haveſe: 
lowſhip with bim,, and walk in darkneſs, we lt, 
and do not the trwth,x ſohn 1. 6, 7. Now, how 
vain and #nprofitable muſt that mans profeſſion 


needs be, which leaves him thus without Chriſ, Þþ 


without the 17#e knowledge -of him, relation to 


hiw, 


WT aA. a> twik a oS anc «a wm oo oowo”1rwQ@o «a -' © @a< _ wo _ «a Ju oa 
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him, anion and communion with him ? ſurely er Ecce quae 
will never be avai/able to ſalvation; and there- * / —_ 
foreno wonder, if ({.) It leaves them ſhort of };; 
* . I 
acceprance With Chriſt at the laſt day , and ad- Ti; 1. 
miſſion into glory, for (as the Scripture teſtifies, ſello [et 
Mat. 7. 21,22, 23.) there be many, who cry, ft, quales 
Lora, Lord,make a fair outward ſhew and pro- OY o 
felſion, whos for want of doing his will, ſecond- > a 
'M ing that profeſſion with power and practice, ,,,;;1,, 
"0 WF ſhall be turned off (with a Non novs vos, I know [is po:cft 
he Jon not .) among the workers of iniquity. ills qui c0- 
In, (3 ) Without this, your profeſſion will but ©" 


FI 
3 jm NY "40G 
"i cend to agravare your fn, and condemnation, > 1 


*) Wl 1.) Tour Sin; This reflets the greateſt di/3o- 24:4121 
2 upon Ctrift and Religion, for th: Name ci, cnjus 
00 of Chriſt is blaſphemed among the Gentiles, 1412 mays 
© through ſuch as theſe, Rom. 2. 24. and the wa) Idemps 
"if of truth 15 evil Fpoken of, 2. Pet.2.2. The anhol; _— -oj 
( 4 wats ED PulosSaly, 
4 WF lives of Chriſtians open the months of Trrks,and ye Gu. 
" | Infigels, to ſpeak againſt Chriſt and Chriſti- Dci lib.g, 
jo anity. Lo, theſe are they that wirſhip Chriſt; P28. 149. 
* WÞ their religion 1s ſuch as the profeſſors are, and as 1s p 
'' W the Diſciples are,ſuch is their Lord and Faſter, ; MBE. 
i W the worſhippers are, ſuch is he wka $5 worſhip= ſymys 

1 ped by chem, as (r) Salvian brings them in bluſ- (barbaris) 
a pheming. Thus they increaſe their own perſonal f #91 mils: 
® I grile by way of payticipationathe guilt of others 9!" 
© 8 #aſphemies redounding upon them, by whom 7, ſe yg 
they were occaſioned. This makes Chriſtians bemus Cie 
of to be worſe than Heathens, for T h:r; by (as the m:110/07 Ce 
" I fame (5) Salvias excellently) we are worſe than *M cnlpa 
they, if we are not better, becauſe we ſhanid be uw - 
2 better, for the more honourable any mans ſtate is, ,, * Sale, 
0 the more criminal is his fault, And again, a ibiicm 
0, F | Rs. little p. 133, 
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t Nos qui little after, (t) If we whoare called Chriſti- 
Cora ans, do any thing that is like to the impurities o 
Mm Heathens, we err worſe than they, for we ſin th: 
mile ali- more fouly under the profeſſion of a holy Name; 
quid bar. where there is the higher priviledge, there is the 


borum im greater fanlt , for that Religion , which we pre- 


"> —o_ ſeſs, doth accuſe the offences which we commit, 
1 - 4 
nncryl (2.) 7 onr cond:mnation, Such as profeſſe to knoy 


errames Chriſt, and yet in works deny him , as they con 
Atrociiis tratt a greater guilt : 10 they do deſerve, ani 
on ſub mncurre a gr:ater and 4 forer puniſhment. The 
mn A i higher any are raiſed towards heaven, by pr 
feſſione feſſion, and privileages, the /ower fhall they be 
Moms, Caſt into bell , if they walk nct wp thereunto, 
u% ſubli. T his is the condemaation , the very emphaſis of 
lor eft damnation, the fing of bell, that light is come 
Japrgy.9cd * into the world, and men love darkne(s rather than 
ping Oy evan ar e—gp = aa) 
ipla catm Wot to have known rift, ana ine way of rionte 
cryores n0, 02ſneſs, than to walk contrary afour.dy 2 Fete 
ftros relt= 2,21. Tyre and Sidon , Sodjm and Gomorrah, 
#4 09 will far: better in the day of ? adgment ,and meet 
dcenfar, * with an eaſier Hell, than luch (hall Afat. 11.21, 
S1ly.ibid, SC T her buly name uncreaſeth their guilt, and 
p. 1:4. their profeſſion of goedueſs , makes their wickea« 
u Mag's meſs the more damnable,as(u )Salvian oblerves. 
—_— Now chat this may never be your caſe, 

quamtitu- (1.) Dwell upon the Love of Chriſt in Re- 
lis bonita» dreeming of you, by Meditation, till you be con- 
tis accuſat, ſtrained by the Argument that it carryes along 
& reatus with it, to hate and avoid all fin, and to yield up 
<p your ſelves ſincerely to his ſervice. Set your 
Salv.lib. 4 {elves therefore to meditate bow far his love 
de Gub, Carried him , in doing and ſuffering for you: 
Dei p.154: Conſider 


toward: the Children of Men. 


Conſider his Incarnation, Life, Death, remem= 
ber, that it was fi» which pur him to all that 
paine and trouble, that laboxr and ſorrow which 
he endured, thar the removing of this evil of ſin, 
made him fo wilzngly undergo all that evil of 
ſuffering, which youread of, Andthen, As to 
$1, reaſon thus with your ſelves; Was ſi» the 
great canſe and infframent of Chrilts death? 
were wy ſins the cords that bouxd him, the 
whips that ſconrged him, the thorns that wound- 
ed him,the nail; chat faſtned him, the ſpear that 
picrced him,and fetcht his heart. blood from him? 
and ſhall I /ove the ſins that kd my Saviour? 
ſhall I ſe them kindly, who thus abuſed him ? 
God forbid, IT would not embrace him as a 
friend, who had [lain my Father, nor hag in my 
boſume that Serpent which had tung my friend 
ro death ; and ſhall I extertarn and cheriſh (in, 
which hath dealc worſe than ſo with my ever= 
laſting Father, my beſt Friend ? farbe it from 
me. Again , Did Jeſus Chriſt do, and /uffer, 
all this out of his /ove to me, but extream hatred 
avainſt fin, and ſhall I ſo ill require his love, as 
to love that which he hated? Did he come torake 
away ſin,and ſhall I re/ume and embrace it?was 
he Gi to condemn it,and ſhall 7 uſtifie it? was 
he manifelted to deſtroy the works of the Dewil , 
and ſhall I /ave them?did he die for ſin,and ſhall 
1 live in 1t? was he cut of to finiſh tranſpreſſion 


and make an ena of fins, and ſhall 1 con- quarto, 
tinue #n fin, that grace may abound? doth he p. 189, 


make daily approaches to me , tO turn me from 


mine 3niqusties, and ſhall I as conſtantly return , 


to them ? God forbid, Methiaks the con ſidera- 
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230 The Tranſcendency of Ebriſts Love 


tion of theſe things ſhould ſer a Chriſtian as {,, 


from fin, as 4»ſe/me was, who faid, (x) That 
if he ſhuuld ſee the ſhame of ſin on the one hay, 
and the pains of hell on the otber, and muſt of v- 
ceſſity chooſe oxe, he would rather be truſt iny 
hell without ſin, than go into heaven with ſy, 
And for Service, reckon thus with your ſelves; 
If che Lord Feſns hath thus loved me, to ſuffer 
y $148 et;.. ſuch indignil zes and hardfaips for me,and beſtow 
amfe milli» ſoy many, lo yreat, ſo wonderful bleſſings upon 
es pro ©ju5 me, ſurely 1 owe the greateſt /ove, duty, and 


| wg" obedience to him; (y) Sarely, were 7 able a 
ovinem thouſand times, to ſhea my blood for his glory, ani 
{underc, to underg? the baraeſt labours a thouſaxd years, 
& mille ] were never able to make a compenſation for the 
anus thouſand part of one of his benefits, becauſe all'hi 
7 on bene fits are of infinite worth, and, were we abl: 
ſubire, ne #0 give it, would require infinite love and ſervice 
milleſſimi at eur hands. But becauſe we cannot do that , | 
partem vol firmly reſolve to do that which I eaſily may 
#niusbene» (through his aſſiſtance) and wherewith the Di» 
Fei o</m vine goodneſs 15 well pleaſed, namelywith all cart 
ve, co, Fo keep all his Commanaments,ſo that I will rather 
L.cfl. le die, than wilfally break any of them ; yea, I will 
Sum, bono. devote my whole life to bis ſervice, that all my 
Ib 4. C.4. thoughts, Words, and attions may be direfted t 
Pe $77 his glory, Thws reaſon your ſelves into the 
bedience and ſervice of Feſws Chriſt, by the cox 
federation of his great love towards you , in be- 
ing bumbied, and becoming obedient to the death 

of the Croſs for you. 
(2.) Draw forth by faith the Power of 
Chriſts love, in dying for you, and riſing a- 
gain,for the bringing you into conformity there- 
anto 


towards the Children of Men, 


unto. By faith believe that there is fuch a powry, 
and apprehend, and apply it to your ſelves, till 
"4, (y0v hnd, That you are planted trge her with 
ne- MY Chriſt in the likeneſs of his death and reſurri FF - 
nt; '” Rom. 6, Js. So that what was done in him 


in, ('4t»rally axd jroperly, be done in you by way of 


5; MW Analogy and Proportion,as (2) Chry(vſtome ex- 
et (pounds cheſe words. That as he died a trac, 
mw i 1etzratl death for fin by a real ſeparation of his 
n (/0#! from his body : fo you may dy a trac [piri- 
d #4! death to in, by a rea! ſeparation of your 
4 /-#4; from the boy of fin ; not from this or that 
4 ember, buc from the while body, and every 
member; For (a) as none will account that 
z 1944 clean, who is found wallowing but in one fil- 
s ('b7 fink; ſo neither is that Chriſtian clean, who 
+ WY £4tÞ not nounced all kis fins. As his was, 
; (cough violent and painfulsyet voluntary death, 
[ Wt gave himſelf for ionr ſins, Gal.1.4. and laid 
4-97 h1s Life freely, Tohn10.19,18. $0, though 
Wb the mortification of your /uſts you off cr 
WF 24otence, to them and /uffir pair in your ſelves, 

many an agony, and ſol conflict, yer your dy- 
W's fo fer mult be voluntary, and the ſacrificing 
ot your lzf.s a freewill of-ring to theLord. That 
as is Reſzrreftion was tO 4 new life lo you 
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may be raiſed H) from the acath of ſan to walk cloara was 


$1 newneſs of life, Rom 6.4. having a new prime 
uple, the Spirit and not the fleſh, a newrule, 
the word and not the werld, a new cnd,nct your 
ſelves but. God , the praiſe aud plory of 
God, Phil. 1. 11, For ſo feſus Chrift, tn that 
be liveth, heliveth unto God, Rom. 6. 10, 


Q4 (9) To 


lateturs, 
Pariſ.de 
Vi UP CAP, 
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L In the (Þ)Tothe glory of God the Father,v.4. As he being 
Greek it raiſed from the arad died no more, death bath ng 
15,91 Tis more domini.n over bim,v.9, $0 you being raiſed 
6:5» from fin may no more be tar»ed to folly, ſin 
_ 4 may have no more dominion over you. 1 hus con. 
eloriam 4 form your ſelves to Chrilt in his death and re. 
thinkivg » ſ#rrefion,which becauſe you canner do of your 
that fe is /e[yes, by your own power, Exerciſe faith on 
nn" gg the operation of Godin raifong of Chriſt from the 
yas "= dead, till you come to know experimentally the 
le in- power of his reſurreftion, feeling the ſame power 
trend» by put forth in your ſelves, for the raiſing you up 
this clauſe tg yewye (ſe of life,and making you conformabl: 
kay nory to his death. So much for that ſecond Diye8;- 
cauſe of 0% Concerning your kxowleage of the love of 
Chrits Chriſt, that it be effectuall. There is yet one 


reſurre&t- more, which is this. 
on which 


35 the glory of the Father z vide Bex, in loc. 


RED BPEDBDND 
20S 728 208 IK 20K 70 25S IR I 


——— — —  — - — —— 


CHAP. XI. 


Dire&. 3. (3) Ook that your knowledge of the love 

our it by of Chriſt be Cognstio progreſſiva, a 
ro - X 

Go _— _—_ knowledge, and that in two re- 


&dgc. Ipe 


Sect; 


m_ 


> 


wr —_ w q; 12 9D © mtfr Q& 


a: * a3 


os *wSs _-a% 


-_ RN =Y«K #24 v4 _ ws mm. 


wards the Children of Mem. 


__——_— —_—— — 


Sect. 1. 


()J® reſpet of your ſelves. Be not con- 
tent that you have a trae knowledge 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and his love, nor take up your 
reſt in any meaſure of that knowledge,to which 
you have already attained, but labour to 4- 
bound, and increaſe more and more. Do you 
know the love of Chriſt with an affe&tonare, 
and effeftaall knowledge, as you have been 
direFed ? yet ſtay not here, but go on to know 
him*and it more affeftionatly, ſo asto love him 
wore abundantly,to ac fire him more ardextly,to 
delight in him more contentealy, to tra in him 
more firmly, and to fear offending him more 
ſolicitouſly,go on to know him more effcually, 
ſoas to apprehend his love more confidently, 
and apply it to your ſelves more aſſaredly, to 
admire \it more humbly, to be more cordially, 
and fraitfully thankful tor it, to be further re- 
moved from fin, even the leaſt appearance of it, 
and more devoted to his ſervice, landing com- 
pleat,and perfett in all the will of your God. Jo 
this purpoſe conlider, . 
(1.) That it is the property of every true 
Chriſttan thus to grow and excreaſe more and 
more. The path of the juſt is as the ſyining light, 
that ſhineth more and more till it be perfett gay, 
Prov.4. 18, The righteogs ſpall hold on his way, 
and be that hath clean hands ſaall wax ſtronger 
and ftronger, Job.17.9, You cannot evidence, 
that you know Chriſt at all in zz«th,unleſſe you 
| grow 
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ll 
for T hen ſha 
in the knowledge _— the Lord, Hoſ 6. 
© hen or token 5 of himſelf,Phil. 
-_ A my Apoſtle Paulſaye had attained, ti. 
3. Thus Net as though I llow after, 
3 [2,13,14. ett, but I fo : I 
th were already perf bat for which alſo. 
he { ay egprevend. 6 Zeſus ; Brethren, . 
- pprehenaed of angler onda 
am 4a ſelf to avea ' hat are be- 
1 count not m} orgetring thoſe things , s which 
one thing v —E : bong forth to = —_— for the 
c Nunquim hinge, _ I prefſe toward wy Chriſt Jeſus. 
queſts ar* are be be hiv calling of Go 1 I believe one 
ance. Youſce that the a iathe Sobetof Chr Jud 
9 rn. in the l- 
© nan orme in 4s Cont 
= ji, of the oh 76k Kings mefleloaly ; 
tis eſt, 3 not pr . orward,an ma c1ousS man, 
fs ſemper nually going f conſiſts ove — think, 
eſurity = and this i ard bath it ) do "mas 
I liflie ho (as (c) ber, ” [ayes ta ”"_ 
EN wa he hath attained , never and thirſting af- 
þ ſemper = b but is alway h wes he ſhould al way 
TOE wg olucenſueſe , /o that 1, as in him lyes ) 
ſemper fer b- mak." alway ( as — ould al\vay en- 
anne G on be more mgrocn, be forward from 
"_ Rioy ſtrive to 6M 15 might to 80 is life, there 
 .coog/6 Homer” d) Where there i, Ul ſure 
tr C Ot» all to better. ( 1 2 be true ut wi 
tenderit . 89 h rowth, ana if grac a ee or ower keeps 
ſfeaper - widl be - 7 hough 7 pn ah | be as little ro 
bo1o im me- ly eEBCYeaſe. itch. an ws ? a lt- 
15 Profs t the ſame p : livin free, p 
cre fa en ue: 908 65 20 1 1 — perf ectzon, 0 
virib'us con 5 ial Semen —_ f 4" on keep ataſt « - 
nails win ders of Kell are fear 
_— og when chete {of Beats Art Rs, w/3 
252. F9S- athre, w 7s et thoſe who bave tr 5, do grow 
262, fully blaſted; yet rh laniward trees, Bi 
d Minton ared te living Þ ra 
Jude, pag. are comp 


1, 
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is bulke and ſtature, in beauty and fruitfulneſſe, © Godwins 
This is excellently ſet forth by the Pſalm: Chriſtian 
Plal, 92. 12,13, 14, The Righteows ſhall flou- growrh, p. 
riſo like the Palme tree, be ſhall grow like a Ce- 57.Car,on 
: « Job, vol.7. 
dar in Lebanon : Thoſe that be planted in the pag, 3 7 
Homwſe of the Lora, ſhall flouriſh inthe Conrts of f Sn” 
our God : They ſhall ſtill bring forth fruit in old Embl, 36, 
age, they ſhall be fat and floariſhing. (e) Here P&:"77: 
is not onely 4 mention of growing but of floyrr gS _ 
ſring, and here's flouriſhing thrice mentioned and in View ” 
"tis wot onely growing ana flowri/htng lthe a tree, Aneid, 
but like a palm tree ( ( f ) which floyriſheth wn- [.7.p.6c6 
dey oppreſſion ) and like a Ceday ( which of all Pls, Nat. 
trees is ſaid to be the talleſt, and ſhoots wp high. rp _ 
eſt, andits (g) wood moſt durable) like a Ce» xc wx s 
dar,not prowing in ordinary p'aces, but in Teba- Eraſm, 


non, where were the goodli:ft Cedars : Ner doth ©\6ag. P- 
1531, 195. 


the Spirit promiſe here a flonriſhing of boughs ©, *_ 

and leavs only, as ſome trees do, and ns more, ED 
but in fruit ,, and this not onely for fruit once in a Caſaub, in 
year, or fer one year, but they ſtill bring forth Perl.p.37. 


fruit : and that not ontly in their youth and bes Þ Fitns 
60 Aumorr 


ginmin of grace 2 but tnold age; anl that Lot 

onel , the entrance of wy. ſtate which 14 ny 
called old age, threeſcore years, but that which 70 gSciney” 
the Scripture calls the perfefton of old age,threes ad canits 
ſeore years and ten, grajheaded old age ( (») as pervemt. 
the learned Hebrews obſerve upon the word ——_ 
here uſed) for that Which follows to an hanared (Scib) : 
years, and upward 1: atage, as they reckon it. Tayler, 
What 4 divine Climax doth the Spirit of God capit-patr. 
make in thisScripture,to ſhew that the goalyman, cap.F.03% 
as to his ſtate, is ſo far from declining, thathe i Fi a 21 
fiill climbing bightr' and higher :3To the ſame 7,,22D;u, 
purpole 
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purpoſe is that of Hol. 14.5, 6. I will bew, 
dew wnto Iracl, br ſhall grow as the Lilly and caſt 


: See Biſli, 
Reyaoids 
onHyo/.14, 
Ser.g. P. 
42 0 50. 
where this 
place 1s 
largely vs 
pened, 


forth bis roots as Lebanon, his branches hull 
ſpread and his beauty ſhall be as the Olive tree, 
and his ſmell as Lebanon. Which ſhews how 
Chriſtians grow by al! wayes of growth, upwarg 
and downward, in root, branches, and fruit, and 
this {-#it eminent in fairneſs and ſweetneſs, as 
the Olive tree,, as Lebanon, Though the bog 
of 4 pifture doth not grow, yet the body of a li. 
ving man doth, and ſo doth the body of Chrif, 
and every member thereof, that 1s rrzely of the 
body , not tyed thereto by an outward pro. 
feſſiodonely, but cloſely kit by a real WNEN,a8 
is expreſſed by the Apoſtle in two places, Eph. 
415, 16. Col. 2. 19. in both which places he 
ſhews the manner of #þ:ritual growth in the 
Myſfticall Body of Chrilt, by proportion of the 
growth of Members in the Nat ral Body.Chrilt 
15 the Head, from whom the whole Body fitly 
Jiyned together, and compacted by that wbich &- 
very joynt ſupplicth accoraing to the effeftuall 
workings in the meaſure of every part, maketh in- 
creaſe to the earfying of it {elf in love, (i) Chri- 
ſtians by a ſpirzt of faith are united to Chriſt, as 
an head, and by a ſpirit of love to one another, 
as members; from which union flows a commu: 
nion both wich Chriſt and one angther , and 
from thence imxognyiz, a ſupply, or demonſtra- 
tron of nouriſhment, and allo ©gz6«@ ,an ergy or 
effeftual working, and from all a growth and ix» 
creaſe,even with the increaſe ofGod,a mighty and 
great increaſe according to theScriptare phraſe, 
Thus you ſee that true Chri/t#4ns, do pou. 
an 
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and if ever you would approve your ſelves F 
Diſciples indeed, members of Chriſts Body , and 
. . 3 
planted in his houſe, you mult grow likewiſe, it 
. 5 
is bur a ſad ſign of hypecriſy, when there 1 ik Mini? 
" / ] | 15 no INime 
proficiency. ( ) For cCertamm, be 1s not 000d, who procertoeſ 
hath no mind to be better, he is ſtark naught, that bous, qt2 
de fires not tobe as good as the beſt, T ar's as mcltor efje 
firſt Conſideration, x pres _ 
2.) Conſide i 
aca 2 need of f mo the higheſt Chriſtians ©p1s nolle 
of further growth and proficiency, #7! meli- 
Its true, C1) he that hath the leaſt grace and ace (12.9 Oe 
quaintance With C hriſt hath enongb to make him +. we e je 
thankefull , but he that hath the meſt , hath not C_ 
enough to make him idle. So long as there is - RT” 
want there ſhould be growth, now grace is | Jenk, on 
not given out at once, bur by degrees , where 
= is truly Wrought, yea gotten to lome go0d A wm | 
egree, yetthere is ſomething lacking, til] fared. ndeſe/- 
be exfeFted I , £ra e ſum Profie 
o P n giory, 1 Theli. 3.10. Here we 01: ftr- 
eina ſtate of growth and progreſs, not of r:/f dium, & 
and perfeftion, all our preſent perfiFtion is but an 11815 C0A.e 
unweari:d ſtudy, and conſtant endeavour to 06 01 ts ad pore 
towards perfeftio; $0 01n fefliontm » 
P 80x, as INC (m) Fathcy ſpeak fot; 
(» ) Chriſt 's hi ON JOY 
Jol ayes 1n his laſt prayer to his Father, Yeputatur, 
| - n 17. _— I have atclared anto them thy Bern, E- 
= "yp ray ts and tro Nathaniel, piſt;2 53. 
n 7. JO. Reltewveſt thou ? thou ſhalt ſee BR 
[ak thirgs 'han theſe. T here » more to come, OY” 
and therefore Ve ſhonld not ret inj reſent experi» P+ 10s 
(Aces. He were Pa fools) builder , who would 
reſt in the middle of kis work,, and, becauſe the 
_—_— is laid, never mind the ſuper firytture : 
' they wre 10 wiſe Chriſtians , who content 
| 'emſelves that they are built upon the ſcunda- 
| : tion 
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tiow of the Apoſtles and Prophets, and do nottahe 
care to grow into an holy Temple in the Lord, 
Epheſ. 2. 20, 21. As we muſt notalway ſich 
in prizciplss, but go on to perfeftion : fo thoſe, 
who have made the greateſ# progreſſe , will find 
cauſe ( by reaſon of what is ſtill lacking in 
them) of making frther proficzency , till they 
come to be perfef men and women, and reach 
the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt 
Epheſ. 4.13. Even Pax{(as you heard before) 
did not count that he had attained, but ſaw a 
need of preſſing forward, Phil.3.and then ſurely 
much more we.That's the ſecondCoxſaaeratioy. 
(3.) Conſider, that this is the duty of every 
Chriſtian. I; 1s not enough that you have 
grace and knowledge , but you muſt grow in 
grace, and in the kno\wledge of our Lord and $4: 
viour feſus Chriſt ,, lo you are required to do, 
2. Pet. 3.18. Itisnotenough that you be in 
Chbriſt, rooted in him, but you muſt grow ap into 
bin in all things, and be bailt up in him, Ephel. 
4.15. Col. 2. 7. The Chriſtian muſt be like 
the Crocoasle, that (as(0) ſome affirm) grows as 
long as it lives, and ceaſeth to be when #t ceaſeth 
to grow. (p) Chriſtianity knows no Enough, the 
acorees of a Chriſtians grace , ana knowleage of 
Chriſtymuſt be kke numbers, the higheſt whereof 
being nuumbred , a higher than that may yet be 
named. The Motto of every Chriſtian ſhould 
be that of Charles the fifth, (q) Plas ultra, ac- 
counting that there is Aſore yet beyond to be 
attained unto, We are never gotten far enough, 
till we are gottew home, nor muſt we ever ceaſe 
growing, till we grow into heaven, If pn 
t 
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beowr pattern, proficiency is our duty. (tr) Jeſn 
Chrift himſelf grew when he Was upon earth, we 
read not that he grew in grace , but we read that 
he grew tn knowledge, Luke 2. 40, He grew in 
wiſdom, and ſtature, the meaning is, bis human 
capacity was enlarged by degrees, according to 
his progre(s in age and ſtrength, for in all things 
he was like us except ſin, and our reaſon is ripen- 
ed, and perfefted together with our age, Now, 
Chriſtians muſt be conformed to Christ in all 
things, and grow in grace and knowledge , as be 
grew in wiſdom. "I hat's the third Coxfidera- 
119, 

(4.) Conſider, that it is ſuch a Dzty, as hach 
much profit, or dammage,entailed upon the b- 
ſervance, or negleft, of its 

(1. There 1s »scb profit redounds to them 
who put in prattice this duty of growing 177 
grace and in the knowleage of Ckrif, tor(bel:des 
their preſent honony in te ſight of others, and 
comfort in their own boſoms) itwill add to their 
Crown and Glory hereafter. (5) If any ſhall 
follow the Lamb, in whiter and larger robes of 
glory than ethers, they arerhoſe, whom he hath 
adorned moſt with the robes of grace here. Tf auy 
ſmine brighter than others #n heaven, they ſhall be 
theſe, who have been brighteſt in grace upon 
earth. Though glory be not beſtowed for any 
merit in grace, yet I ſee no inconvenience to bold, 
that "tis beſtowed according to the proportion of 
grace. If the more grace a Saint hath the more 
he be fitted for plery, then the more grace he hath, 
the more ( it is likely ) he ſhall be filled with glory ; 
T he mere the ſ1nl 15 widened with gracts the more 
| CAPACIONS 
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eapacious will it be of glory, The heavieſt 
Crowns are fitteſt for the ſtrongeſt heads. 

(2.) On the other fide, there is »o [mall 
dammage redounds to ſuch as negheft tO grow, 
LORE and increaſe. ( t) T heve 4s no [ uch thing in Re. 
Chriftian [19101 45 4 ſaving Traae of godlineſs , ſome mey 
Armour, #n their worldly Trade can ſay at the years end, 
Part 3. that they have neither got nor loſt, but you cay- 
Pap. 694. wot ſay thus at the days end , that you are in the 
evening neither better nor worſe than you were in 

the morninzg. We are like thoſe , who are upon a 

| ſwift ftream, if they let thetr Oar miſſe its ſtrike, 
u In vis they are driven back again; like thoſe who are g0- 
m_ _ 1 "8 "Pp - [anay wourm ſank lower, þ gee, ger not 
deficere, 9Þ PIghr- (#, n te wayts of God, not to make 
nou progree proficiency is £0 accline notio fo forward ts 01 
di eſt re- go backward. there 1s no ſtanding at a fayin 
gredi,Bal- Chriſtianity , (x) Either we aſcend or aeſcend, 
nm: if we attempt to ſtand ſtill, we muſt needs ſal! 

Eph. hich *hrj 
( mihi) aIwn. T 1e grace which a true Chriſtian hath 
p. 195; Will ſoonbe /e/s, if he adanottoir, and that 
x Aut a- which a hypocrite ſeemed to have will be 13x at 
ſcendas , all , if he ffick in that condition. Hypocriſy 
_ ( without repentance ) will ead in Apoſtacy. 
deſcends; (y) We cannot keep that which we have received, 
fi attent as if we do not labour toincreaſeit ; He that Would 
Fare, ruas not improve his Talent, loſt st, Mat. 25. ſo here, 
 neceſſe we waſt and conſume what we have , i\we domt 
_ me improveit. There are no ftinted Trees in Chriſt; 
+9556 2oah Garden, if they leave off to grow, they prove 60.4« 
y Mant,on ted, or rotten Trees. An athive nature, ſuch as 
Judey, mans is, muſt either grow worſe, or better, there- 
118, 119. fore we ſhould be carefulof the increaſe of grace, 
as we wonld be cantions of the loſs of grace. Wheres 
fore 
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ſore ( to conclude this ) As you would be 
Chriſtians indeed , As you would anſwer 
' © the *mperfeftion of your preſent condition , 
As you would be obedient tothe command of 
God ; As jou world not loſe that which you 
have wreught, but recesve a full rewara;\abour 
to grow in prace, and in the knowleage of our | 
Lord feſus. Thus let it bea progreſſive know- | 
leage tn reſpett of your ſelves. $ 


*s 
bn — 


Set. 2, 
ol | N re/ped of others. Do what you can for _ 


propagating the knowledge of Chrik ': ar A 
unto others, To help this torward a little, © 
conl(:ider, 
(1.) That if you are Chr: ans iadeca, you 
willdoir. There 1s nothing more covetons, or 
prodtgall than grace is, 4 Suixt loves tobe re- 
ceiving from God,aud impariisg unto others, (2) 7 3. on 
The natzre of grace 1s t99 mani feit it ſelf, and by _ gel | 
that means to allure others, and gather to its own a hs 
qual.ty. I: is ſet forth in Scripture by the names 
of Light, which ſhines abroad , of Ointment, and 
Perfume, which canxot be hid, of Leaven 4nd 
Salt, wbich deriveth its oWpn nature, and reliſl, 
pon a whole Iump.T berefore the Holy Ghrft was 
given in T ongues, fiev 7 Tongues, and araling 
wind,all which have a quality of felf manif ſta 
on, 7 notifying themſelts to others.(a )1 he who'e , Fuk on 
country fareth the bettcr for arich Criſtians, ke Jude, pag, 
| keepeth oper Houſe, the more he hath the more he 154 
| gives be labors to make all like him[-1f, his bonds 
R 0%!) 
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only excepted. The lips of the righteous feed many, 


ſayes Solomon, Prov. 10. 21. David promiſeth, 
upon his own experi:ncing Gods mercy to him- 
ſelf, ro teach Tranſorefſors his wayes, Plal. 51, 
13. and ſo he did, Pſal. 34.8,11. O taſte 
and ſee that the Lord is good. Come yee children, 
hearken unto me, and 1 will teach you the fear of 
the Lord, As loon as Andriw had met with. 
Chrilt, he foxnd out and brought his brother Si. 
mon to him, John 1. 40,41, 42. As ſoon as 
Philip was called to Chriſt, he found out Na- 
thaniel, and brought him to Chriſt alſo , verſe 
43,45. When the Woman of Samaria had met 
with Chriſt , ſhe went and called her friends and 
neighbours out of the City, to come to him, John 
4+. 28, 29, 30. Norcanit be otherwiſe, (b) 
for the love which they bear to Chriſt , conſtrains 
them to do all they can ts enlarge his Kingdom, 
and the love they bear to their neighbors makes 
thrm Go all they can to furiber the good of thiir 
{onls. Conſider further, | 
(2.) You ſhall be no Loſers 1n fo doing, for, 
beſides the 9o/cry which redounds to Chriſt 
(whole honrr, as King of Saints, 1s inthe mul- 
z4tuar of Converts, as an earthly Kings is in the 
multitude of his Subjes, Proverbs 14.28.) it 
w:1l tend much to your own benefit,and advas- 


-" tare, and that both in grace here, and in glor 


hereafter. (1.) 1» grace here, There 1s no 
better way to grow in grace, and the knowleage 
of Chrilt your ſelves, than by communicating 


cHilderſp, What you have unto others. (c) The more you 
ubi ſupra, draw unto the knowledge of Chriſt, the more will 


Jenr own kyogledg of him increaſe, Rom, 1.1 - 2. 
f 
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T his is like cafting of ſeed into the earth , which 
brings it back again With great increſe. Becauſe 
Goa knew Abraham world make good uſe of that 
which he knew, for the inſtraftion of his Family, 
therefore he would bide nothing ſrom him , Gen. 
18.19. ( 2.) Is glory hereafter, for being 
employed as I»/truments in carrying on this 


higheſt and xobleft of works , the converting of 


men, andſo ſaving their ſouls from death, and 
hiasng a multitnae of fins, James 5. xlt. they 
ſhall receive the greater recompence of reward, 
Dan. 12. 3. They that tarn many to righteorſ= 
neſſe ſhall ſhine as the Stars for ever and ever. 
Let theſe conſiderations move you to ſet wpor 
this work,in thoſe ways whereby it is moſt like- 
ly to be accempliied. Now, though there are 
ſome wayes whuch are peculiar to lome particae 
lar perions, yet there are others common unto 
all Chriftians. The M1:-ifters of the Goſpell 
areto diſperle the knowledge of Chriii by 
preaching , that the ſweet {avour thryeof may 
( chrough the good hand of God upon them)be 
manifeſted in all th: places whither they are ſent, 
tro the a!7rativg and draiviig of Souls ro come 
inunco him, 2 Cor,2.14. Aſaviſtrates are tO 
do ir by their athority, providins Orthodex 
Minifters for the work forementioned,and ex» 
courezgetng them inis. Thus did 7choſaphar 
2 Chron.n7.8,9. and Heztheab, 2 Chron. 30.22. 
Learned men are to do it by their pers, ricord- 
ing, and rranſmitting to polterity the rrath, as 
it 5 in feſws. Richmen are to do it by their 
purſes, who are to honoxr the Lord with their 


Subſtance, Prov. 9. nor can they do it 6:#ter, 
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than by employing what they have to further 
the propagation of the Goipe!l, for the iacreaſ* 
oi the krow/edge of Chriit, amons the Sons of 
men. Bur belides thele, there axe rhyee things, 
which all Chriſtians may, and ought to do to- 
wards the progreſſe of the kuowl/:dge of Chrilt, 


among ethers,and I aavi/c all,into whoſe hands 


this ſhall come, thar, upon the former tonſede- 
rations, _ would ſeriouſly mind the doing ol 
them, 1. The firltis Prayer. This is Primus 
VOet 11 is is Chriftiam, the firſt cry of au 
Infant Chriſtian, nor is he a child of God, who 
1s No 4cqmnainied withit. Now look that one 
ftrair in your Prayers lound this way, That thi 
Lord of the barvrſt, world ſend forth labonrer'; 
into bis harveſt, Mat.9.38. That he — 
paſtors after his own heart, to feed his pecple with 
k now teage and undirſtanainn Jer.z.15. T bat A 
would pen 77119 then wham he ſends forth, A 409) 
of viterance, that th:y may ſteak the my) ſerie 0 
Chriſt bolily, oy orgh t to _ ' Col. 4 3,4: 
Epn.619,20. T/ te a: road from 
EAYOU onable mc pho þ: {1eVe nee che es 
VICE MAY beexciptedof the S21-:ts,2 Thel. 3-2 
Rom 15.30,31. That a rear aur pry effett: -_ 
el may be opened amons they people, though they 
have many 4aver{arits. 1 Cor.16.9 T bat they 
may come tis, the ful;i{[e of the bleſſing of the Ger 
ſpell of Chriſt Rom. 15.29 axd the ſavonr of hrs 
knowleage may be mani'cſied by them in every 
place, 2 Cor. 2.14. That thus the (d) King- 
dome of Chris m. by com, Mat. 6.10, and his 
Goſpell r4n and bt alerified, 2 2 Thel. 3+T. and 
| bis way may ve known 11708 earth, his janet 
ealt: 
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health among all Nations, Plal. 67. 2. and the 
Earth may be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the Sea, Iſaiah 11. 9. 
This 1s one excellent way. 2. The ſecond is 
I fruftion Lec thoſe who know Jeſus Chriſt 
themſeivis teach the kwowleage of him to others, 
a5 they bave a! :liry ar.d 9pportams:y, elpecially 
their Families, Friends, Relations, and Neigh» 
bors. Inftrift the ignorant inthe ways of Chriſt, 
«dmoniſh the unruly,wbo wander trom him,and 
|tand out again! him ; encourage the towaraly, 
[::pport the weak, comfort the feeble minded, t 
T heſ. 5. 14. Teil thoſe, with whom you have 
ro do, how food the Lord is, what he hath done 
F.z your ſorls : tell them of Chrilts #»ſearchable 
riches, his infixite Love, the great things which 
he hath 4oze,and [fred for poor finners,their 
miſery without him, their kappizeſſe in him, 
and prr[wage them to come in to him, and cloſe 
withlim, and taſte how good and gracious le 1sy 
Pial, 66, 16, Flal, 34. 6. that's another way. 
3. Thethird is Example, the good converſation 
of Chritttans do notably adorn the arttrene of 
Goa oz Saviour, Tit. 2.10 and win [ach as are 
without to profeſſe the lame Goſpell, and em- 
brace the faine Chriſt with themlelves, 1 Pet. 
3.1. whercas their evill couver/ation Opens the 
mouths arid beardens the kearts of evill men a- 
painſt Chriſt, and his wayes, Rom. 2.24. 2 Pet. 
2,2. Look then, T hat your converſation be ſuch 
as becometh the Goſpell, Phil. 1.27. That you be 
blamleſs, and harmleſs, the Sens of God without 
rebuke in the midſt of a crooked, and perverſe 
Naim, ſhining as lights in the wort1,ehil. 2.15. 
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That you deny ungodlineſ5,and worldly Infts aud 
lzve ſoberly, and righteouſly and godly in this pre» 
ſent world, Tit. 2.12, That as he Which hath 


called you ts holy, ſo you be holy in all manner of 


converſation, 1 Pet. 2.15. T ake heed that your 
lives be not contradiffory to your prayers , leſt 
you pull down with the one hand more than you 
build with the other; bur let all go together, 
fervent prayers, ſolemn in'iruftions, and an boly 
life, whereby you may become hopefully zx- 
ftrumental for propagating the knowledge of 
Chritt unto others, 1 hus look that your kxop- 
ledge of the Hove of Chriſt be not only Aﬀeio 
nate and F ſſeftnal, but alſo Progreſſive in thoſe 
ewo particulars which have been mentioned. 
Andchis 1s all which I have to fay by way of 
DireRionin this point of knowing the love of 
Chriſt. 


- 


_ — 


EBo54S Bhd BDBIS 
CHAP. XIII, 


En is yet oxe thing more to be done, be- 
fore I out ap this Uſe, and that 's, to lay 
down ſome Afotives, for the exciting of you to 
look aſter this knowleage of the love of Chriſt. 


5 This indeed hath been done already , but the 


former Motives have been ſuited to the parti- 
cxlars, through which we have gone, -what 1 
have new to add will reſpe& the whole matter, 
the knowledpe of Chriſts love in general 3 And 
theſe 2ſor;ves ſhall be only thoſe encouraging 
ones, 
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ents, which are laid down by the Apoſtle with- 

in the veiwof the Text, that you may not be 

diſheartned, from the purſuit, and perſecution 

of that,to which you have been exhortea. 

Now theſe are drawn 

1.From the Evidence that thiskrow. Ythoſe th at 
ledge of C briſts love pives unto have at- 

2. From the Influence that it hath( tained nn- 
pon tout. 


— - 


— 


ts 


Sect. 1. 


(1.)J7 Rom the Evidezce, which this know- 
ledge of Chritts love gives unto thoſe, 
who have attained unto it. 

(1.) Labour to know this love of Chriſt, as 
you have been aired, for this will be an evi» 
dence of your preſent Saintſhip. I gather it 
from what the Apoſtle ſpeaks, wer.1B. That you 
may be able to comprehend with all Saints, &Cc, 
All that bear the ame of Chriſt ſhould ftudy ro 
know the love of Chriſt, itis their ary; but 
onely ſuch as are partakers of Chriit, and are 
real Saints, are able to comprehend it ; All they 
are able (not all a/ike, but every one according 
to his meaſwreall in part,not any perfetty)and 
enly they. (e) The knowledge of Chriſt: love 
1s the privileage of the Saints, Common to all be- 
levers, yet ſo proper and peculiar to them,as that 
it belongs to none bat Saints.So that if you have 
an effeftionate, effetuall, growing knowledge of 
the love of Chriſt,then you are Saints, bur on 
the: other (ide, if you live it 5gnoraxce of the 
R 4 lave 
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love of Chriſt, or content your ſelves with a 
notional, inefſeftual, ſtinted knowledge of it, 
you can have no evidence of your Saintſhip, 
Many are called to be Saints, which yet cannot 
be called Saints, ſome are called Saints, which 
yet are not Saints, if you would be Saints in- 
deed, as well as called to be ſuch, or called 
fuch, be ſure you be not found withour the 
bxrowledge of the love of Chriſt, and ſuch a 
knswledge as hath been propoynatrd to you. 

(2.) It will be an Ev4dence of your Titt: 
unto, and sxtereſt in,that Glory which is to be 
revealed in the World to come. This follows 
upon the former ,, tos thoſe who are gracious 
Saints on earth, may be confident they (hail be 
olorious Saints in heaven , whereas thoſe who 
are not Saints here, cannot be ſaved hereafter, 
Without ſaniTification no ſalvation,2 Theſ.2.13, 
Without hulincſs no ſecing the face of God,, Heb. 
12.14. And this 1S eviaexced from a true know: 
{edge of Chriſt , for this the Apoſt/e makes the 
ena of his praying, that theſe Epheſians might 
know the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge, 
viz. T hat they might be filled with all the falneſ; 
of God, as it immediately follows the Text. 
Which though ſome #nder/tand of that which 
15 tO be enjoyed here, yet I rather take it, as re- 
lating to the glory and happineſs of heaven. Fur 
chough :t hath pleaſed the Father, that in Chriſt 
thonla all fulneſs dwell, Col. 1.19. and all be» 
lievers do from his fulneſs receive prace for 
grace, John 1. 16, and they are compleat in him, 
Col. 2. 10, mrameplrar, filled in him ( che 
lame word withthat in the Text) and chat i 

| this 
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thy life, yet you muſt underſtand it aright. 
(f) T hey are compleat in him . nit in themſelvs, 
but in him, who is their Head, an1thiy by vertue 
of Union with im, as Alſcmbers with their 
Head , may lay claim to by fulniſs, Again , 
they are compleat with ſuch a fulneſs , as 15 a- 
preeable fo their preſent ſtate, that is, they have 
tound in him all things reqwpure to their pertet 
Redemption, {uſtification, Saxt!tſicals 'n, 4 aop- 
tion, and eternal Salvation, fo ihat they need 
not go out t© any other t maze up whatis 
wanting in him. And chcrefore ( taking it 1n 
reference to eternal g/ory ) it 15 not mcant of A 
ſimple and abſolmte compleatreſs, but of fuch as 
ſoxaran, in ſome ſence only, thatis, mitiall, 
not perfe# by fatth ard hope, rot full ſation, 
qure potizes, quam re, by ri9hi to it, rather than 
poſſeſſion of tt. They are ccmpleat in him , as 
expettants of a plory to come, not 4s ſſuffarors 
of a glory that is preſext , as milita)ir, nOLaAs 
triumphant, as paſſing towards , not r3gning 
in their heavenly commry;, with a ſwulze/s cor- 
petent to their preſent condition , nNOL with al 
the fulxeſs of God, which 1s not enjoyed by any, 
tull they come among the Ep3rits of 1154 men 
made perfi&, Heb. 12. 23. which is only mn 
heaven. (g)S0 that the Apolile,when he Fpraks 
of being filled with all the fnineſs 0! God, JEcms fo 
aim at the ſetting {orth of that muſt olorious axd 
bleſſed eftate of believcrs in heaven, Where the 
Saints ſhall have the moſt immediate, and full: ſt 
enjoyment of God that they are capable of. 
(6) There will be a fill krowlidoer of Godin the 
beatiſical viſion ,, the full Image of God , a full 


PartiCspa= 


ws Ms 
< 


249 


f Bodius in 


Epheſ. 
P. 402» 


g Ferguf, 


on the 
place, 


P.2 14+ 


h 7emnes 
ubl 


P, 224, 


ſupid 


The Tran)cendency of Chriſts Love 


pariiciption of the Divine Nature ; 4 fall union 
with, and fruition of God; full and immediate 
in fluences from Goa, according to that of the A* 
pojtle, 1 Cor. 15. 28. where be ſayes, God ſhall 
be all in all, that is, in all the eleft he ſhall be 
vice omntum, ixead of all Ordinances ts their 
fouls, andinſtiad of all means and helps to their 
bodics. And [ ſaVy no Temple theretn ( faith 
Saint foka, Rev. 21. 22,23.) for the Lord God 
Almighty , aud the Lamb, are the Temple of 
it, Andthe City had no need of the Sun, neither 
of the Moon to ſhine init, for the glory of God aid 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 
The meaning of the place is, that God ſhall 
ammeatatcly, by Iimielf, ſupply the room of ali 
external means unto his glorified Saints in hea. 
ven. There they ſhall be filled with all this fn 
eſs of God ,, Though the Sazxts, even in hea- 
ven, {hail not take in all of God, ( for that 1s 
790ſſible tor finite Creatures) yet as much as is 
poſſible for them they ſhall , and as much as 1s 
nec: ſaryto make them perfefty bleſſed; here, 
when they have gotten moſt, there is ſomething, 
Vea much wanting, but then they (hall be filled 
as full 2s they can hold. The Veſſels of 
5/ory will then be ex/arged to take in more,than 
now is poſſeble tor them, and according to that 
ce4y4city they ſhall be filled with all the fulneſs of 
Goda, Now, foraſmuch as this &zowleage of the 
love of Chrilt, which hath been rreartcdot , 15 
a good evidence of right, and title, ro this bleſ- 
{ed condition, it may be « ſtrong Motive to you 
to labour to be filled with the knowledge of 
the love of Chriſt here, that you _— 
C 
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filled with all the fulneſs of God hereafter. 
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Sect. 2. 
(2 'Þ Rom the Influence which it hath upon 


all chofe , who have artaind unto it. 

Now, a right knowledge of the love of Chriſt, 
bath a ſtrong #»flaence upon Chriſtians,as a pre- 
ſervative ro keep them from f..4nti20 4t the rrs- 
bulations which accompany the Gotpel 5 their 
own or others, This may be cathered from the 
whole ſcope of the Apofle 1n the latterpart of 
this Chapter. In the 1 3ch.verle, he deſires theſe 
Epheſians that they would not faint at his triba- 
lations, ( (hb) wh ixntaxeiv, Not rink back, as 1 Leighs 
cowards in battel, ner give place in affliftions and Crit. ſacr. 
dangers, as the word imports, Not be oveycome Exkanvy 
of the evils of ſufferings which -ccompany the ne 
Goſpel, in the preacting and profeſing of it, lo ,g* 9. 
as to yicld and go back trom their duty.) Now, pgs. 
that they mighc nor, he prayes for chem, verſe Vina A 
14,15, &C. For thy cauſe I bow my knees, &c, Malo, Aniv 
And there are three things which he prayes for - aan de- 
them, that they may be kepe from fainting, . ou 
(1.) Coreboration, and Confirmation , by the pedey; y 
Spirit of God, verſe 16. T bat he wonld 1rant cerramine 
you, according to the riches of his glory, to be Yeſerre,or 
ſtrengthened wah might by his Spirit in the inner ang " 
man, (2) A further Vion with Jeſus Chriſt " _ a 
verſe 17. That Chriſt may dwell in your hearts wm 
by faith. (3.) Intimate acquaintence with Je- 

us Chriſt in his love, verſe 17, 18, 19+ That 
Jin, bing rooted and grounded in love , m__ 
«ble 
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able tocomprehend with all Saints , what is th; 
bredth. and length, and aepth, and height, ang. 
know tbe love of Chriſt which paſſeth hnowleds-, 
In which words there are tree things o5/er2- 


able. 


(1.) Thatasa Tree or Hoſe cannot ſtand 
faſt and. firm againit 65#/?erous winds and 
itorms, unlels the one be well rooted, and the 
other have « ſure foundation : lo neither can a 
Chriſtian hold our in thoſe Trials, which he is 
like to meet with in his coxr/c, unleſs he be we! 
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2 00ted, and grounatd. 


(2.) Thar the rot and foundation, whereon 
a Chriſtian 1s kept firm, and ſteaſaft , in time; 
ot trial, and trouble, is Love; That ye bin 
routed and grownded in love , which ſome take 
for our love to God, . but rather it js meant 6f 
Gods love tn Chriſt, Chriſts love HO KS, for ( a5 
k B1i2e on (1) one well notes) Orr love 1 rather a byan:! 
t ph.n.4iz. than a root, t zs the love of Chriſt, in which 
tuke firm rooting that nothing can ſhake us , 3: 


- 
+ + 


therefore weare ſaid to be rooted #3 him,Col.2.- 
(3.) The way whereby Chriſtians conie to 
be rooted and grounaed in love, 1s, by the hng;s. 
ledge of it, fuch a knowleave whereby they ad: 
prehead and apply it to themſelves, and have the 
comfortable expcrience of itin their own hearts, 
Thus the Apoſtle goes on, That you may be ab!; 
to comprenend with all Saints, &C. and to kno 
the love of Chriſt, &c, So that by vertue of the 
coherence of this part of the Apoſtles prayer 
with his d:ſ;gz in making of it, this mult be 2 
true #nference. 
knowleage of Chriſts lave , ana the dimenſions 


(k) That a feeling, eficacions 


there of 
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thereof, will embolden and hearten the Saints in 
their own and others ſufferings, and 4s 4 ſcoe- 
ron cordial keep them from all defþondexcy, and 
ſinking of Spirit. There are other places to 
prove this. The Church Cant. 2. 4. ſayes, 
Chrilts love was 4 banner ever her. His banner 


over me was Love. (1) The preachi:g of the mE-y/. 
GoFþel, or Chriſt in the preaching of the GoFpel, Annot.the 


5a Standard, Banner , or Enjign dilplayed, 


I/a. 11.10. whoſe orto or Device is Love, 7,,K/08 
and among others, this may be one reaton, alſoonthe 
Becauſe, as Souldiers ave by their Banner and place. 


Enſign,ncouraged, &+ heartned tofight mazfully 
againſt their enemies, avid not to ſhrink ; but keep 
cloſe to their cologrs, in hope of Viftory : ſo by the 
diſcovery of Chriſts love tn theG:(pel,Chriſtians, 
who have faith ts apprehend, and apply it , are 
emboldened to withſtand conragionſly all their 
Fpiritral enemies, and are continually ſupperted, 
and inwardly ſlrcngthentd, aud (o are enabled to 
hold out untothe end ( under all the rrials and 
troubles which they meet with ) :n aſſured ex- 


| piftation of Vittory at the laſt. 


But I retarn to our Apoile, who in two 
other places doth contirm this eruth, not 


| by barely aſſerting that ic is ſo, but by 
| laying downthe gromnds and reaſons why 1t 
| 15 fo. 


One place is R:..5.In the 3d.verſe you hear 


| him ſpeak of gloryino in tribulations. We glory 
| intribulations. So far were they from faints*g 
| under them,that they gloryed in them, Kavgs pr- 


: 
: 


\ 


| bs, a high word,and the ſame which he uſeth 


n reference to t;ope of the glory of God - 
the 
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the foregoing verſe. A Chriſtian hath ground 
n Keu2s- of glorying in his Preſent croſſe, as well as in his 
gbe, i. e. future crown. (n) The word ſignifies contexr- 
wd = m:ntwith, taking pleaſure 1m,and exultation un- 
an; : oy der ſuff: rings: We are fo far from ſinking under 
Non modo tribulations by deſpondency, that we are able tq 
equo & lift up our heaas, and hearts, with jcy, and ex-+ 
moderars g/tation. But whence comesir, that Chriſti. 
_— = ans are {0 born up under their ſufferings, that 
etiem Chey faint not ? why ?itis reducible to their ex- 
mazna le perimentall knoveledge of the love of Chriſt. 
titia per- Becauſe the love of Chriſt ( layes he verſe 5.) 
fuſi, Bet. 5 ſhed abroad into our hearts by the boly Ghoſt 
you loc. given unto #s. Which words are not to be re- 
Glorianeſt age 
eefiu, &- ferred to that which is xext only, but to all 
werbis ex- that went before. It is a Chriſtians ſenſe, and 
ultare, taſt of the love of Chriſt (through the eff yſiox 
Par.1t 9c gt jcinto his heart by the Spirit ) which keeps 
— him from fainung, and makes him to glory in 
cots 4 ribulation, 
avuy nm, ; ' 
quod gloriantes cervices erty ant , & caput attollant; Harmar, Lexic, 
Erymol, in verbo avx4@, 


Sed, 


o 
: 
_ 
- 
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Sect. 3. 


Lt how comes it, that the /ove of 
Chriſt, thus knows and experienced, 
is ſuch a. cordial againſt faivting under rriba- 
lations ? 

Anſw. This may be gathered from that 
which goes before, where we have theſe 
gronnas of it. 

( 1. )Becauſe the ſting and bitterneſs of every 
ſoffering is taken away from them. Grtlr and 
Wrath are the things which make affi:tions ſo 
painfal and diftaftful as they commouly are 
it's the feeling of the guilt of fin, and fear of 
the wrath of God (as mingled with their /uffer- 
ings) which ſo often affright men, and make 
them to faine under them; but now he who 
knows the love of Chrilt(having «ppreheaged it 
by faith, and having the lenle of it ſhed abroad 
in his heart by the Holy Ghſt ) 1s juſtified and 
at peace with God, thus be begins the Chapter, 
Being juſtified by faith, we have peace with God. 
And the fear of Guilt being taken away by 7» 
#ification, and the fear of Wrath by Reconct- 
liation, he may well lift xp himleit in coprape, 
and confidence, under whatever /zfferings he 
meets with, and ſay with Lather, Fers Demiine, 
nam a peccatis abſolutus ſum: Strike Lord , for 
thou haſt pardoned mine iniquities, Nor is there 
any wonder to be made at their ability, and 
Peajafneſs in this ſtate of grace, and peace , 
( from which all their «ffi&ti0ns and [nferings 
cannot 


uh 
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cannot remove them) ſeeing they are brought 
into it by the hand of Chriſt, By whom we hav* 
| acceſs (or rather (p ) are indatted)in this gract 
wherein we ſtand, verle 2. 
wxiza- (2) Becauſe thoſe who have this ſexſe of the 
pes . Ad- Iowe of Chriſt in their hearts, are able to /ook 
duflt ſu throurb their tribulations to the great recom: 
mus, Bcz. pence of reivard , which they know will make 
Berg TP” abundant recompence for all at laſt. Thus in 
ayauwyny . . | ; , 
re wver- the end of the ſecond verie, We reoyce tn hope 
tit addu- of thegl 7yof God, The hope of the glory of 
Etonem Goa 1s an excellent means to keep a foul from 
tranſitive aintizg under tribulations, This 1s a remedy 
ES . of Ehti{ſts own preſcrabiag to his Diſciples and 
aditum, all believers ;, Fear not little flock , it is your 
Par.inloc, Fathers 990d pleaſure to give you the Kingdom, 
Luke 12 32. Let act your hearts be troubled, 
in my Fathers houſe are many Aanſions, John 
14. 1,2. This hope the Saznts have, and 
thereby are kept from fainting , yea, made to 
rejoyce in all th:ir tribulations, 2 Coreq.io,17. 
For this cauſe we faint not, For onr light affli- 
FHions, which are but for a moment, work for us 
a far more exceeding , and eternal weaght of 
glory, Whilcs we lok not at the things which are 
ſeen , but at thetrungs which are not jeen, for the 
things which are ſcen, are temporal but the things 
which are not ſeen,are eternal. Looking by an 
eye of faith into another world, they ſaw glory 
for afflicticns, a weight of glory, an exceeaing, 
a more exceeding , a far more exceeding weight 
of glory, for 1i,ht afflictions;eternal glory , tor 
momentany affittuns , and through hope of en- 
joying this glory, after chey had i 
wo: 


—_— 
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»hile here, they were kept from fainting. Nay, 
itis ſaid of the believing Hebrews, That they 
took, joyfully the ſpoyling of their goods, how ? 
why, as it follows, knowing in themſelves , that 
had in heaven, a better aud an enduring 
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the 
Re Heb, 10. 34. Martyrs look not at 


their 


Croſs, bat at their Crown (ayes (q )one 


of the Fatbers.) Nor doth he feel his chains and 
torments upon his body , whoſe mind is in heaven 
(as (7) another ſpeaks. ) 


(3 


.) Becaufe of thoſe excellent fects and 


fruits, which ſuch do find wrowght and brought 
forth by their preſent ſufferings, Not only that 
which they have t» hope , bur alſo what*they 


have 


ix hand, not only their futzre glory, bur 


alſo their preſent smprovement ia ace by their 
tribulations , doth keep them trom fainting 
under them, as the Apoſile ſets it forth by an 
excellent Climax, verie 3, 4,5, Knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience, &c. AS1ll as aff{;= 
Fon and ſwffering is in 1t ſelf, and to wicked 


| men, 


it 15 of great advautage tothe /exls of the 


Saints ; and ar) happy exchange it 15, £3 part m ith 


out ward comforts for ſpiritual praces, But let us 


take a ſurvey of the words, 8& you ſhall ſee what 


good fruit is brought forth trom this bitter root , 
Knowing] See j L 
or thinkzng, but knowing,that 15,{s)Either þcize 
aſſured from the Spirit teaching , and the proof 
that bath been made by others and owr {elves Or 
diftinfHy conſidering, by Spiritual diſconrſe a= 
ng or thoughts upon the nature & quality of our 
ſuſferings,&+ the promiſes which are mad: to them 


Lo Miro ate 
ow he begins : Not gheſſing 


That tribulation worketh patience ] Here is 


$ the 
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t 12 choati the firſt good fruit, Tribulation worketh, (t) 


xg7ereCemas, incrcaſetb, perſefteth patience, car- 
rieth on to perfetÞion that patience which is alrea- 
dy begar, as the word imports, A ſtrange Pa- 
radox, that tribuzation, which 1s the canſe of 
ſo much murmuring and impatience , ſhould 
work patience; and yet ſoitis, not in all, but 
in the p:ople of God, not of it ſelf, but from the 
Spirit workins by, and with it.” And it's an 
uſual forng of ſpeaking in Scripture , to aſcribe 
that to the inſtrument , which 18 proper to the 
efficient cauſe only. (vu) Thus (as a Phyſician, 
out of the m1} potſonous , and hbartſul things, 
compound; very whol ſom medicines : ) the great 
and 9.04 Gol vy his $1 finite wiſdom, doth produce, 
even from a ffiiftions, which are evil in themſelvs, 
the miſt cacllent graces, ſuch as patience is. 
Aﬀictions do miniſter matter, and occaſion for 
patience , and they call for patience ,- and 
(through the bleſſing of Ged , ſ[antifying thele 
aflictions, and helping a Chriſtians infirmiries 
by his Spirit } paticnce is produced , whiles a 
Chriitian is helped ro conſider, (1.) That theſe 
aflitions come from the providence of God, 
chat God, who is bis Father, who ſends them 
#n love, aric fur bis good. {2.) That hereby he 
is con{:rmed co his Head, Feſws Chriſt.(3.)1 bat 
chere are great and prectous promiſes made unto 
them, and that there ſhall be a graciows 5m 
out of themin duetime. Noris it barely pro- 
danced, but alfo increaſed and perfeffed, for, 4 
Habits are perfeed by Afts : ſo are gracts 
perfefcd by exerciſe. 

And patience experience ] This is the ſcon® 


good 
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good Fruit, Now many and manifold are the 
experiences, which Chriſtians bave by bearing 
afflictions; and that, 

(1:) 1nreſpeF of themſelves. Thus they ex- 
perience (1.) How gdepraved their nature is, 
whereby ( if God ſhould leave them ) chey 
would warmar- and complain,quarrel and blaſ- 
pheme, in(tead of ſuffering patiently when they 
are aftlicted. (2) How weak they are in them- , yy. om 
ſelves, who word fþ»k under the /caſt burden, ſumustar- 
if not /apported by divine manutenency. (3.) In q#inque, 
What ſtate and condition they ave / prritually hat Y _ pant 
they are the children of God,becaule conformed to eos," 
FeſmChrift in the Image of his [afferiogs whigh wes 
all Gods children are predeſtixatid nn'o, Rom. Þ. t:ideric,con 
29. and becauſe they are exatled to bear them, /efitur 2: 
as children, with patience, and ſubmiſſion. (4.) os orgs 
Whet grace they have: though prace be in them, **'#7!46 

; £7.4C J) es CHOUSn Brace Ze 58 em, Pyritides 1 

and knows to be there by the Lerd, yetir 1s not qiti 101 6x 
{o well kx»w3 to themſelves and others, as when erunt vim 
It 1s draws oxt ; now affi:Ctions are a notable 07 449m 
means to draw it oxt, and give them the exper:- Ro Zan 
ence of it. (x) For we are like ſome king of ſpices, ,,,, 
who yield not thesr fragrant ſmell, ill they are cup pres 
beaten ,, we are like (y ) fire-ſtones, who ſhe\v not anuntne 
their burning quality, till they are rub'd with ones ($115 


Marr. 
fingers. 1n loc. 


(2.) In re/pi& of Goa, They experience , , p,.:. 
(1.) His Wiſedome, in ordering their «M:&10Ns ;4qe viteſes 
for them in their nature, meſure, and contio4e Plin.Nat. 
ance, (2.) His Power, and adl ſofficirrcy,in _— 7 


wpholding and ftrengthning of them. (3) His Jt 


Mercy, and goodnefſe, in palling by their infirm a. Gm. 
tics, and not dealing in ſtrifFneſſe, and ſeverity, p, z;6. 
S 3 wit 
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with them.(4.) His Faithfullneſſegin not leaving 
them.in their 45ftreſſes, not ſuffering them to be 
tempted above what they are able, and making 4 
way fer their eſcape, 1 Cor. 10. 13. 
(3.) 1n reſpeFt of the ſufferings themſelves, 
they experience what they are, and know how to 
carry under yew troubles without fear and 
aread, and how to adviſe and comfort thoſe , 
who are in the /ihe condition. (7) As a ſouldier 
who bath endured the brunt of Any a battle hath 
run through many hazards, .and endured man 
ha#dſuips, gets experience in Wargand is called an 
expert ſoulater, brcanſe be doth not ſo much fear 
agngers and enemies, and knows how to manage 
Milttary affairs, which one that is raw and. un- 
trained doth not ; {6 Chriſtians grow expert by 
the affiitions which they indare, and by being in- 
ured to them, can tell the better how to deal With 
them, So that they will eſteem that a [tight 
burden, witch others, that are but young be- 
genners, judge almoſt intollerable, and will car- 
ry away with eaſe, that which others grean, and 
are ready tO xk under. 
Ana experience hope | This is the third good 
a Heb. 13; Fruit. Hope, that as he hath been with them in 
"N troubles paſt:lo he will be with them now(a)and 
b PC. 48.4 11027 leave them ner forſake them for the future, 
but will be(b)their God ana guide unto the death. 
: Tim, 2, Thatthere (hall be a» endatlaſt of all their ſuf- 
12. Fferings, andthata glorious end,(c)that having 
e James 1. ſuffered with Chriſt they ſhall reign with bim ; 
1z- _ (4d) that having endared temptation, and been 
—_— fanthfull unto the death, they ſhall receive the 
_—_ Crows of Life , (et) that having come _ 


7. PAaiteus 
mm loc, 
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great tribulation, and waſhed their robes , and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb , 


they ſhall be before the Throne of God, and 
ſerve Him day and night in his Temple, 


(f') that the trial of their faith fhnould be found to 


praiſe, and honogr, and glory, at the appearing of 
Chriſt, not according to their merit , bur ac< 
cording to his gracious promiſe. 

Ana hope maketh not aſhawed ] This is the 
Crows of a Chriſtians hope,hat ic ſhall not meet 
with 4s/appointment, and end in hameand com- 
fafion tro him that bath ic , as other hoprs do. 
Iorldly bope from men is often fruſtrated , be- 
cauſe botromed upon a ſlippery foundation, the 
Words and promiſes of a mutable creature that 
may deceive; whence arole that German pro» 
verb, (g) That hope and expettation makes ma- 
uy fools. The wicked hypocrites hope from God 
himſelf,is ſure to be 4rſappoznred, becauſe groun- 
ded on their own vain and falſe opinions, there- 
fone compared to the giving xp of the gheſt, Job 
18. 20. £0 the ſpiders web, which ſhall be ent if, 
Job 8. 14. Thele hopes make aſhamed , but (9 
doth not the hope of a tre Chriſtians, becaule , 
being ſet upon an unmoveable baſis, the 7:fal- 
lible word of the God of truth , and proceeding 
from the f#l/ aſſarance of faich, and beirs che 
riſhed and ſtrengthened by the earneſt of Gods 
Spirit in their hearts, ir ſhall mol? .erta nly be 
accompliſhed. Now lay all this iogether, and 
if thoſlewho know the love of Chriit do exter 
5uto tribulation juſtsfied from Guilt ,an:, at pace 
with Goa, and being wn, can look through *t to 8: 
Eternity of glory nth joyful. hope and confi _ 
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and do rep ſo many ſweet ſruivs Fromit for the 
preſent, it need not be doxbted, but ſuch have 
{[fficient to keep them from fatnting in a day 
of trouble. The other place (which | ſhall bur 
name )is Rem.8.35, 37, 38, 39. where we find 
the Apoſe ſo far from fainisng under tribala- 
tions, that he triumphs over them , upon the 
knowledge and ſenſe of .Chriſts love, and that 
upon a double account. 

(1.) Becauſe a true believer is never the te 
beloved by Feſus Chriſt, notwithſtanding all his 
ſufferings. What ſhall ſeparate us from the love 
of Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, oy perſe- 
cution, or famin, or nakeaneſ1, or perill,or ſword? 
verſe 35. that 1$,none of thele ſhall; and verſe 
38, 39. Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things Re wh nor 
things to come, nor beight, nor depth, nor any 0- 
they creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
lov» of God, which is in Chrit feſus our Lord. 
What a Cordial 1s this to a ChriFian, under all 
the evils and exemies which he meets with, to 
conſider that one of them can ſeparate him 
from the /ove of Chriſt. Hu eſtate, his liberty, 
his relations, his /5fe,may be taken from him, but 
the love of Chriſt can ever be taken from him; 
He may have many and mighty enemies, Men 
and Devils ſet againſt him, bur ſeſus Chriſt is 
his friend, and will abide lo for ever, having lo- 
ved him once, he will never ceaſe loving of him, 
but will love him ts the end , John 13.1. and 
this is his Corasal of ſtrong conſolation tO chear 
and refre/+ his - any in all that he exdzres. 

(2 ) Becaule «4 believer ſhall be congueror, 

ana 
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and obtain a glarious Viftory after all bis conflitts 
throw:h Chriſterſe 37. Nay in all theſe things 
We are more than conquerors , through kim that 
loved us:mark it, They are conquerors already, 
yea more than lo; if there be any thing wore, or 
better than conqueſt, ard vittory, they have it, 
verinally, in and ihreugh Chriſt at prelent, and 
they ſhall be really lo, declared, and appear to 
be ſo at laſt, Nor doth this ariſe trom a doxbr- 
ful opinien, or probable conje ture , but froma 
fall per ſwaſion, and aſſured confidence. | am 


perſwaded, &c. verle 39./g)perſwaded from the g 


unchangeable purpoſe of God, his infallible pro- 
miſe, and ſure covenant , from the cftly ſatis 
gon and conſtant intryceſſion of Jeius Chriſt, 

and from the inward teſtimony of the Spirit 
in my heart, which cannot faile, 

Thus 1 hope the matrey 1s ſufficiently cleared, 
and confirmed; Wherefore Chriliians, ſeeing 
you are told by our Saviour, T hat tn the world 
you ſhall } ave tribulation, John 16 33. and by 
his Apostes, T hat through much tribulation you 
muſt enter into the Kinoaom of God, Aqts 14.22. 
and ſeeing you know not what evil may be upon 
the earth, Ecclel. 11.2. nor how ſoon you may 
be called tc bear your croſs, in following after 
Chriit, and have your ſhare in great and much 
affiittion,let me adviſe and perſwade you to pre- 
pare for it, and becauſe the /ove of Chriſt ap-= 
prebenaea, and applied by faith, is fo excellent a 
cordial againt fainting ar luch a time, lec me a- 
gain beſeech you, to laboxr after the knowleage 
of the love of Chriſt, and ro know it more and 
more. To this end, be much and earneſt in 

Sy 4 prayer 
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prayer for the plentiful Zn Toy love into 


Jour hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, "Wven unto you, 
Ut totus figatur in corde, qui totus fuit fixus in 
Cruce, T hat he who was wholly faſtened to the 
Croſs, may be wholly fixed in your hearts, as the 
(b) Father ſpeaks. Then come what will,what 
can come, you need not fear, you need not 
faint whatever you be ſeparated from, you ſhall 
not be ſeparated from Chriſt, and his /ove; and 
whatever conflis you have now, you ſhall be 
conquerors, more than conquerors in the end, 
through him that loved you. 
And thns [ have,at laſt, diſpatched this firft, 
and main Uſe; There is ſomething to be ſuper- 


h Auguit, 


added by way of Cantion and Comfort , with, 


which ] ſhall briefly conc/adethe whole matter. 


Lo 4 
—_ 


Set. 4+ 


Uſe 2. Th E next V/e is by way of Cantion. Take 
Of Cau- heed of deþ5/ing and rejefting this Love in 
tion , thar the Offers of it by the Miniſtry of the GoFpet. 
we deſpiſe Hath the Lord 7eſas thus loved you , and is he 
—_ {fill at the ceft of ſending (i) Embaſſadors to 
the Offs TAKE renders of love to you, and will you not 
of it, accept them? ſhall »zotioxs of love be made to 
2 2Cor, 5, your ſouls from the Lord of Life and Glory (as 
2.0 there are in his Word and Ordinances ) and will 

you not hea) ken to them ? Doth he make Pro- 

k Rev.22, Clamaticn to all that will, (k ) tocome and drink 
17s of the water of Life freely , (/) to buy wine and 

Ha.s5.1. milh without m-ney ana without price , to taſt 

bow graciogs 44d loving he 5s, and will you ſtil 


(m)/a} 


> es ca. wo £.... i” 6. . ih Ci a hh. 
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(m) lay oat you money for that which is not m veiſe 2; 
bread, and yorr labour for that Which ſatisfieth 

not ? Doth be (n)) fand at the door, and knock, 1 Rey, 3; 
(0) waiting to be gracious to you, and beſtow his 20. : 
love upon you, even (p) til his head be filled 912-3038 
With dew,and his locks with the arops of the night, Rs. 24 
and will you not opey to him, and give him ad- 

miſſion ? will you (q) for the fellowing of qJona,ns. 
lying vanities , forſaks jour owne mercy ? 

Wilt thou, O covetcus Worlaling , lsght 

and refuſe the love of Chriff, for the dmg and 

droſs of this preſent world ? Wilt thou , O we 

l[aptuons Epicure, prefer thy Cups and Dueans, 

thy baſe periſhing {uſt s,before it ? Wilt thou,O 
ambitions wretch,choole an aery title of honoxr, 

a preferment to ſome ſlippery place in the King- 

doms of this world, which are but Faxcies, and 
Fallacies, before an inter in this love? Alas! 

Sirs, do you not know, that this (r) Lamb of r Rev.s. 
Ged can be angry, that he hath Wrath as well as 16+ 
Love, and Wrath as infinite as his Leve, for 

(s) Who knows the Power of it ? according to bis sPſ.go.u1 
Fear ſo is his Wrath : and for whim can you 

imagine tl:is I/rath to be reſerved, bur fr his 

(t) enemies ? and ſuch are they, who ſl;zghr and (Nah.1.z. 
ri fuſe his Love. Take heed then what you do ; 

Take heed of fling trom the arms of lis Love, 

till you fall head/or g into the fire 0i bis Wrath; 

If you have refaſed and rebelled hitherto, yer 

now c:me tx, and (u) yield your ſelves ro the 
Lyrd, and be no more ftiff-necked. Now (x) kiſs 20. $. Ne 
the Son leſt be be aygrxs, Take heed of perſiſt- #PC.z.12, 
mg any longer in your enmity, and oppoſition, 3 Job 36. 
tor (y ) Becauſe thire 1; wo he may take you > 19 
away) 


- 
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7; Rom, 2, 


42 5+ 


2,13; 


away with a ftroak , and then a preat ranſum can. 
not delivey thee: He will not hw thy riches, no, 
not gold, nor all the forces of ftrength. But it 
he continue to exerciſe the (7) riches of his good- 
neſs in his forbearance and longſufſeringtowards 
you, and you go on to deſprſe it, and are not 
led to repen+ance by it; know this from the Lora, 
that you do but treaſure wp wrath againſt the 
day of trrath , and revelation of the righteous 
Judgment of God. Beware thercfore betimes,and 


 (a)ro day, whiles it is called to day , harden not 


your hearts, but hear his voice, and accept of the 
offers of grace, which are made unto you , leſt 
you feel atlaſt by wo/zl experience, the truth of 


, that which you will not now believe , that (b) 


It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
liting God, who 1n that great and terrible day 
will deal (1.) In p#re wrath( without any mix- 
ture of mercy or pity) with thoſe who now at- 


. ſpiſe ard r:ifuſe his love. (c) He will laugh at 


their calamity, and mock when their fear cometh: 
T ben hull they call npon him, but he will n«t 
an wer, they ſhall ſeek him early , but they ſhall 
not find him, Nor ( 2.) ſhall they ever be ablt 


 toeſcape it. (a) Though they call tothe monn- 


tains to fall on them, and the rocks ts coutr them, 
that they may be hid from the face of bim tat 
fitteth on the Throne, and from the wrath © 
the Lamb, it ſhail not ſecarethem. Nor (3:) 
ſoxll they be able to abide it , as it is unavoidable, 
{0 it is #nzollerable, Wicked men (e) peri 


« fromthe way, if his wrath be kindled but a littie: 
how then ſhall they abide ir,when it is through» 
.6.7 ly kindled? when that(f)) great day of his wrath 

75 
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15 cope, who ſhall be able to ſtand ? for even of 

preſent wrath Ic is ſaid, (ge) Who can ſtand be- 2g Nahum 
fore his indignation? and whocan abide the firrce- 1»6, 

ws/7 of his anger ? his fury 4: poured ont like fire, 

and the rocks are thrown aown by him. And the 

ſting of all 1s.this, (4.) That there will never be 

any end, or mi.igation of st. The Wrath of God 

is often compared to fire,and this wrath to come, 

which I am ſpeaking of, is (h} anquenchable þ q,c < 
fre, and the burning, of it (1) everlaſting burn- 12, 

ings. ICS wrath that ſpall (k) abide wpon wn- ila.zz.s 
believers, and never be taken off to ettrmity, & John 3. 
Now 9, gen} pra that forget God, and "FF 
ſlight Jeſus Chritt, and neglet? the great ſalva- 

tion which is offered to you ;, /eff be rear you in 

pieces, and there be wone to deliver you, Ore 

would think, that what hath berx laid , ſhould 

be ſufficient to ſtartle and awaken the mo'r ſerare 

ſinners; And the Lord make it effi&xal to that 

endand purpoſe,unto all luch, incu whole hands 

this ſhall come. 


—___—  _ — -* — -— — —_—_ 


Sect. 5. 


\He laſt Uſe is by way of Cox/0/ation. The Uſe ? 
Conſideration of the greatneſs of Chriſts p, way of 
[ove may adminiſter abundance of comſort to the Conſolati- 
Saints, who know ityſo as to have an zxrereſt in ontothoſe 
it. If the love of Chrilt be lo 1»comprehenſible, who have 
F | a right 
as you have heard,then you need not fear to be knowledg 
ſupplied. Your wants and neceſſities are many of the love 
and gyeat, its true, but there are #xſearchable of Chriſt, 
riches of love in Chriſt, from whence you may 

have 


———— 
| — 
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have enough for your re/ief. Notwithſtagding 
all the communications, which have been made 
of Chriſts love ro the Saints in all ages, and 
' 2 0am paſt, he isas full agever, and will 
2 a5 long as there is a Saixt on this fide heaves 
co need him; he may be imparted, but cannot be 
impaired , he is the ſame yeſterday , and ta day, 
and for ever , Hebrews 13. 8. What is it that 
troubles you, againſt which you may not find 
ſtrong Conſolation, from the love of Chriſt ? 
(1.) Is it $i that troubles you, ſo that you 
bewail ic, and mowrn and grieve for it, and go 
bowed down all the day long becauſe of ir ? 
Truly this is the 9xly thing that can julily cre» 
ate trouble to a Chriſtian, but this doth ir xeceſ- 
ſarily, becauſe of the ev4/ of it, nor can he 
claim a title to the love of Chriſt, co whom {5 
is not grievous; for though the GoFFel tells us, 
T hat where ſin hath abounded, there grace much 
more abounds, Rom. 6. 20. yetit is only there, 
where the fin that hath aboxnacd in the /i/e, in 
the commiſſionof it, doth aboxxd in the heart,& 
con{cience,un contrition for it, & deteſtation of it, 
Bur yet evenhere there 1s re{zef fromthe love of 
Chriit, fo far as to keep you from dezeftion & de- 
ſperation, though not from a dae ſenſe and deep 
humiliation; for(1.)Isitthe Guilt of your many 
and great fins, which affrights you ? Conſider, 
there is /ove encxugh in Chrilt to pardos them. 
Chriſts love can cover 4 multituae of fins, and 
will cover all the fins of penttent finners: If mans 
love will do this, 1 Pet. 4.8. Prov. 10. 12. 
mach more Chriſts, whoſe wayes are not as our 
wayer, nor bis thoughts as our thought; , for - 
the 
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the bedvens are hightr than the earth : ſo art his 
wayes higher than our Wayes, and his thoughts 
than ours, Thaiah 55. 8, 9. he means his thoughts 
and wayes of mercy, and ſo ſayes the Pſalmiſt 
expreſly, Pſalm 103. 11. As the heaven 15 high 
above the earth : ſo great is his mercy toward 
them that ſear him. She wasa great ſommer, of 
whom he ſaid, Luke 7. 47. Her /ins which aye 
mAny are ns; ny key : The eye of favour and 
love (as the (m) Arabick proverb hath ic.) 3s as 
the night to every fanlt, to hide and conceal it, 
that it be not ſeen. (2.) Is it the power of your 
corrwuptions, which you groan wnader, and deſpre 
delsverance from? There 1s love enough in 
Chriſt ro /ab4xe them, Mich, 7. 19. and by the 
law of the Spirit of life , to make you free from 
the law of fin and death, Romans 8, 2, love e- 
nough to ſaxttifie you throughout, and tho- 
roughly throughowt, 1 Thel. 5.23. as well asto 
by fie you. 

(2.) Is it Temptations from Satay , that 
trouble you ? There is /ove exogh in Chriſt to 
pity you, becauſe of them. He was in a!l points 
tempted as we are, yet without ſin, and therefore 
3s ſuch an High-prieſt, as ss tonched with the 
feeling of our infirmities, Heb. 4. 15. love e» 
noughto help and ſacconr you in them, for, In 
that he himſelf ſuffered being tempted, he is able 
alſo to ſucconr them that ay: tempted, Hebrews 
2.18. love enough to ſave yout out of them, 
for, the God of Peace will bryiſe Satan wnder 
Jour feet ſhortly, Romans 16. 20. 

(3-) 1s it the Snares and Dangers of this 
World, that trouble you ? Know, — 

a 


m Favert; 
oculns wer 
lat nox eſt 
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Arab.prov 
It aatat, a 
Culy. A& 
of Obl:y, 
P+ 34+» 


The Tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 

had love enough to give himſelf for ns , that he 
might redeem us from this preſent evil world, 
Gal. 1. 4. fo he hath ſtill love enomgh to make 
you partakers of his vitory, which he hath ob- 
tained over the world, John 16. 33, and to 
make you conquerors over it by faith, 1 John 5.4. 
and in the mean time to keep you from the evil of 
the world, though he doth not take you ont of 
it, John 17. 15. | 

(4 ) I it the Duties and Difficulties 
of your comrſe, which rroxble you, not 
in themſelves, but becauſe of your weak»eſ; 
and infirmity, by reaſon whereof you cannot 
deal with chem ? There is /ove exoughin Chriſt 
to help your infirmites by his Spirit, Rofn.$.- 6. 
to aſſiſt you tn your duties, Phil, 4, 13. to ſup» 
port you wnaer, and carry you throwgh, all the 
difficulties of your pilgrimage ; to be continually 
with you ana bold you by the right hand, to guide 


Jon with his counſells, and at laſt receive you to 


glory, Plalm73. 235 24. 

(5.) Is it your Afi vou meet with, 
that rroxble you ? yet in Chrifts love you may 
have peace and comfort enough to chear you 
amidſt all your 7 r#bxlations, John 16. 33. 
There is Favour enough in his {ove to anſwer 
all che frowns and 4:/pleaſures of men ; Honour 
enough to anſwer all your abaſements; Riches 
enongh to anſwer all your poverty , Liberty e- 
uough to anſwer all your outward reſtraints. 
Here is /ove enough to be your eaſe 1n pain, 
your health in ſickneſs; your gain in loſſes ; 
your peacein war; your joy in ſorrow; your 


life in death : Ina werd, here is /ove mn T6) 
eep 
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keep you bere, and to crown you hereafter; love 
enough for this, and another werld, even for all 
Eternity. Onely look to it by Meditation , 
lay hold of it for your preſent ſubſiſtence by 
Faith, plead it by Prayer, and take heed of 
abuſing it by making it an occafiou to fin; 
(n) If the grace of God be as Honey fox n Cim | 
ſweetueſſe , do not make a prey of it, and de- gon 
vorur it all together , by any ungodly praftice , « Sam te 
take heed of turning it into wantonneſſe , g,miam. 
Jude 4. by continaing is /inue , that grace 
may abound , Romans 6. 1, for that will be 
bitterneſs in 
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that plead for liberty: of Printing and publiſhing Popiſh 
Books] in warts. 

Mr. Nathanacl Stephens [A Precept for the Baptiſm of 
Infants out of th: New Teitament ]in ,2arto. 

Mr. Fdmnd Calamy, | The Moniter of ſinful Self- 
ſeeking Anatomized ] A Sermon. 

Mr. Zohn Warren of Hatfield Regs in Eſſex, [The Po- 
tent Potter ] A Sermon. 

——- [The unprofitable Servant] A Sermon Preached 
atthe Aſſize at Chelmsfordin Efſex, in 2uarto. 
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Books ſold by Nat, Webb, aud Will. Grantham” 
[Mans Fury ſubſervient to God's Glory] A Ser- 
mon on ihe fifth of November. : 

Dr. Robert Gell, FA Sermon, touching Gods Govern- 
ment of the World by Angels, | preached before the 
Aſtrologers, in 2narto. 

Noah's Flood returning, A Sermon preached before 
the Right Worſhiptul Company of Drapers, in Loxdos, 
in Luarto. 

Dr. 7ohn whincop, | Gods Call to Weeping and Mourn- 
ing] A Sermon, preached at a Faſt before the Parliament, 
in Yuarto. 

Mr. George Walker, A Sermon, 

Mr. william Good, ( Facob Raiſed) A Sermon, 

Mr. Thomas Goodwin, ( The great Intereſt of States 
and Kingdoms) A Sermon. 

Mr. Samxel Kem,(The King of Kings) His privy marks 
for the Kingdoms choice of Members : A Sermonpreach- 
ed upon the choice of Burgeſſes for the Parliament, in 4. 

M. Ben. Hubbard ( Sermo Secnlaris) Or, aSermonto 
bring to remembrance the dealings of ehovah with this 
Kingdom of E»g/and, in Qxarte. 

M. I. P. A Sermon Preached upon Matth. 22. 21. 
Whereinis ſet forth the King's due inpart, and Peoples 
duty, in 2zarto. 

Mr. Ambr. Staveley, ( Index Expargatorius, Or, a 
ſhort Examination of y Do&trine of Purgatory)in 4. 

Dr. Robert wi/d, ( The Arraignment of a ſinner at 
the Bar of Divine Juſtice) A Sermon Preached in St. Afa- 
ries \n Oxon, at an Afſize, in Yxarto. 

Mr, Giles Firmin, Stabliſhing againſt ſbaking, or a diſ- 
covery of the Prince of Darkneſs (ſcarcely) transformed 
into an Angel of Light, powerfully now working in the 
deluded people called Quakers, in 2xarro. 

-——Tythes vindicated from Antichrittiznifm. and Oppreſ- 
ſion,e, in Quarts, | Mr. 
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Books ſol by Nat Webb, #v4 Will. Gratitham. 

Mr. Stephen Mwfbal, The power of the Civil Magi- 
ſtratein matters of Religion vindicated. 

George Swinnoth , The Gods are Men, or the Mortali- 
ty of Perſons in places of Magiſtracy. A Sermon, preach- 
edatan Afſizeat Hartford, in Davto. 

Mr. Calamy, The happineſs of thoſe who ſleepin Jeſus, 
A Sermon Preached ac the Funeral of the Lady Walter. 

Dr. Ratherford, The Joy of Angels, A Sermon preach- 
ed before the honourable Society of Gyajes- 7ne, in 4. 

Mr. Giles Firmin, An Examination of Dr, Owex's Na- 
ture of Schiſm , with a Diſcourſe concerning Parochizl 
Congregations in England ; Alſo a Plea for Ordination 
by lmpoſitton of hands, &c, in O&avo. 

7. Uttier. Emituled, Vox Dei & Hominis, God's Call 
from Heaven ecchoed by Man's Anſwer from Earth, ' A 
Treatiſe of EffeQual Callins, in OF xv. 

Mr. Robert Yowng, ( A Soveraign Antidote agiinlt all 
Grief, with the Victory of Patience) in 8. 

Mr. Ben. Needler (Expoſitory Notes, with Practical 
Obſervations upon Geme/is) in 8, 

Bp. Davenant, ( An Exhorrtation to Brotherly Com- 
mution betwixt the Proteſtant Churches ) in 8. 

(The Ree-Hive of che Romiſh Church) A work of all 
good Catholicks to be read, and moſt neceſſary to be mn- 
derſtovd''in $8. 

Mr. 7ohs Simpſon, ( The perfeRion of Juſtification a- 
Sainſt the Phariſees, the Purity of SanRificarion againlt 
the Stainers of it; rhe unqueſtionableneſs of Gloritication 
againſt the Saduces) in. 

( Vindicie Literarum, The Schools guarded) or 


the excellency and uſefulneſs of Arts, Sciences, Languages, 
Hiſtory, and all ſorts of Humane Learning, in ſubordina- 

tion to Divinity, &c. in 3. by The. Hall, B. D. 
Mr. folwpp arren of EHatfild in Eſſex, (rg of 
riſtian 


Books ſold by Nat, Webb, and Will, Grantham, 


Chriſtian Practice) Illuſtrated with Queſtions and Scrip- 
ture-Aniwers,1n 8. 

Mr. Daniel Evans, ( Baptiſmal Catechiſm ) ſhewing 
unto what perſon, whether of riper years, or as yet [n- 
fants, the Sacrament of Baptiſm ought to be adminiſtred 
according to rhe Scriptures, in 8. 

Gods great care of his good People in bad times, by 
Mr. Zames Nalton, late Miniſter in Fofter-lane, London. 

Mr. Thomas Gery, The Fort Royal of Chriſtianity De- 
fended, or a demonſtracion of the Divinity of the ſacred 
Scriptures, with a diſcuſſion of the great controverſies in 
Religion, about univerſal Redemption, Free-will, Origi- 
nal-fin, &'c.10 12. 

Holy Meditations upon Gods Attributes, and other 
chief points of Religion, in 12. 
------ A Mircour for Anabaptiſls. 

Mr, Thomas fackson (The true Evangelical Temper) 
wherein Divinity, and Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory are interwo- 
yen and mixt, &c.1n 12. 

Hen. Carpenter, The Deputy Divirity, or Inferiour 
Deity and Subordinate God inthe World, A Diſcourſe 
of Conſcience, in 12. 

Rich, Sibbs, Antidotxm contra Naufragium fidei & 
bone Con{cientie, 1N 12. | 

Mr. <Mwufard, ( Caleſtial Soliloquies) compoſed 0 
ſeveral Divine Meditations and Prayers drawn from the 
holy Scripture, in 12. 

Francs ThinElq, (The perfect Embaſſadour) treat- 
ing of the Antiquity, Priviledges and behaviour of men 
belongingto that FunRion, in 12, 


FINIS, 


